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NATI ONAL REG STER (R TER A STATEMENT (i f applicabl e)

The Wl liamLuther House, 79 Od Warren Road, retains integrity of location, design,
setting, materials, workmanship, and associationand is singificant on the local level.
As an intact exanple of a G eek Revival style cape, the house meets Criterion C As a
farnmstead associated first with the [ocally promnent Luther famly, who operated several
stores down the road, and next with the Buffingtonfamly, known for their contributions
to life at Saansea Center, the house neets Criterion A

ARCH TECTURAL SIGNH CANCE  Describe inportant architectural features and evaluate interras of
other buildings within the community.

The Luther House appears to be a late exanple of the traditional 17-story, gabled, 5-bay,
center-chimmey cape constructed i n Svansea as early as the md-18th century. This intact
QG eek Revival house is distinguished fromearlier buildings of the sane type byits

cl apboard facade, shingled side and rear elevations, comerboards, and 66 w ndow sash.
The entry retains a vertical board door with no glazing. A rear ell and covered porch
on the east side are late 19th/early 20th-century additions.

HSTARCAL SGNH CANCE Explain the role owners played in local or state history and how the
building relates to the devel opment of the community.

In 1848 W I IliamLuther purchased from Janes Luther a | ot of land. A year |ater Susan Megus
bought fromW I liamLuther "a certain | ot of land with a dwelling thereon." Mnbers of the
Luther famly maintained scattered farnsteads around Snansea, but were known for their
early 19th-centiiry comrercial buildings clustered at Luther's Comer, one bl ock west

of this.house.

The Buffingtonfam |y obtained the house i n 1879. Deacon Stephen Buffington, who lived to
be 93, was noted for his 76-year nenbership i nthe Christian Church (located northwest of the
house at Mapl e Avenue and the present Route 5). 1n 1843 and 1844, he had represented
Snhansea i nthe Legislature. Throughout his years inthe comunity, he was noted for his
famous gardens with their abundance of crops, and his beautiful baskets made by hand.
Subsequent residential devel opnent of the surroundings has reduced the house | otto its
present size. The property passed to son Benjamn and then to George Buffington, both

of whomhad close ties to the Christian Congregational CQiurch. George operated a blacksmth
shop at Luther's Corner. After Seth Eddy built a new store at the southwest coner of the
dd VWarren Road/ Pearse Road intersection, George Buffington's shop was noved ca. 1871

down O d Warren Road cl oser to the Buffington house.

The Buffingtonsretained ownership of the house imtil 1946.
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Fall River,Registryof Deeds for Bristol County. ‘e
Buffington famly records, Snansea Historical Society.
1849 map of Swansea, Swansea Public Library. S-1.3
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