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1. Name 

date entered 

historic Rabbits. Foot Lo.Qg,_e ____ _ ____________ ___________ _ 

and ·or common 

2. Location 

street & number 36GO Silent Grove Road 

city, town Spri ngda 1 e 

state Arkansas 

3. Classification 

_ vicinity of 

code 05 county Washington 

Status 
_x_ occupied 
_ unoccupied 

Present Use 

_ not for publication 

code 

_museum 
_park 

143 

Category 
_district 
___x_ building(s) 
_structure 
___x_ site 
_ object 

Ownership 
_public 
___x_ private 
_both 
Public Acquisition 
N/A in process 

_ work in progress 
Accessible 

___x_ agriculture 
_commercial 
_ educational 
_ entertainment 
_ government 
_ industrial 
_military 

_x__ private residence 
_religious 

_ being considered 
_l yes: restricted 
_ _ yes: unrestricted 
_no 

4. Owner of Property 

name Dr. and Mrs. David A. Buckley 

street & number 3600 S i 1 ent Grove Road 

city, town Spri ngda 1 e _ vicinity of 

5. Location of Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Washington County Courthouse 

street & number Co 11 ege Ave . 

city, town Fayetteville 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

_ scientific 
_ transportation 
_other: 

state Arkansas 72764 

state AR 72701 

title none 
has this property been determined eligible? yes no 

_da_t_e _______________________ -===..:.:'ede==:::ra::.l _ state _county _ local 

depository for survey records 

city, town state 



7. Description 

Condition 
___x_ excellent 
_good 
_fair 

Check one 
_ deteriorated _ unaltered 
_ ruins _x__ altered 
_unexposed 

Check one 
-~ original site 
_ moved date 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

RABBITS FOOT LODGE 

Summary 
Built in 1908 of materials gathered from its one hundred acre site, Rabbits 

Foot Lodge nestles on the hillside which rises sharply above the spring and creek 
for which it was named. Although it is located just one mile northwest of the 
busy town of Springdale, the Lodge and its tranquil setting have always been con­
sidered a haven by its owners . The sheer si2E of this log structure commands 
respect and this, along with an attention to stylistic details reminiscent of the 
Adirondack Great Camps, have made Rabbits Foot Lodge a unique component of 
Arkansas• historic resources. 

El a bora ti on 
Visitors to Rabbits Foot Lodge approach from the west and are immediately 

impressed with the massiveness of this two story log house, whi:ch also has a 
full basement and dormered attic. In plan, the Lodge is similar to an American 
four-square, with a two story ell and garage extending from the east side. One 
of the most striking features of the house is its series of pyramidal roofs 
which flare at the eaves. This pagoda-like detail has prompted observers to label 
Rabbits Foot a "combination of a Chinese tea house and an Ozark mansion." The 
large central pyramid is pierced at the peak by a brick chimney and broken on the 
west, north, and south faces by dormer vents that also have flared eaves. Small 
pyramidal roofs characterize the corners of the deep wrap-around veranda, making 
the porch a major ·focal point of the house. Composition shingles have long 
since repiaced -the -original woo'd shakes. 

Exterior log walls rest on a continuous stone foundat;ion ·-and; , according to 
a February 14, 1908 article in the weekly Springdale News, "all the material, even 
to the found_a~t-ion :st~one, is · being produced

11
on the property. · The· logs ·have been 

planed and measure approximately 6" by 8". This type of "modern" log construction 
features brcrkf!n. jo_in:ts - the corners are tied together with la-rge spikes - and 
cracks chinked with mortar. Several load-bearing interior walls are log and 
these are expressed on the exterior by exposed tenons. 

Multi-paned wood, double hung windows are found throughout the house, most 
frequently in 25 over 1 or 25 over 25 sash. · All of the original window shutters 
remain intact. This small-paned sash configuration is repeated on both of the 
primary entrance doors located on the south elevation as well as the french doors 
opening west onto the porch. All of the doors are highlighted with multi-paned 
transoms. 

A deep frame veranda wraps the main level of Rabbits Foot Lodge on the south 
and west elevation. Rustic log posts serve as supporting columns at intervals 
along the porch and are linked by a cross railing. Across the west facade the 
porch is repeated at the basement level, a result of the homesite's slope. 

The interior of Rabbits Foot Lodge has changed little since 1908. The 
rustic theme is expressed in the living room and dining room by stained ceiling 
beams, regularly spaced vertical planks in the plaster walls, and an enormous 
fireplace and hearth. Kitchen and bath modifications have been made periodic­
ally, enabling the house to function efficiently today. An unusual pewter 
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chandelier hangs over the staircase landing and is a remnant of the Fulbright 
occupancy. An addition on the north side of the Lodge functions as a laundry 
room and allows interior access to the basement. 

Rabbits Foot Lodge was constructed above, and just fifty feet east of, 
Dancing Rabbit Creek for which it was named. The creek is fed by a spring that 
produces 2-3 million gallons of water a day. Stone terracing and steps were 
added by Senator J. William Fulbright and lead from the house down to the spring. 
He also constructed a dam a short distance from the spring to create a swimming 
hole which is presently stocked with trout. 



8. Significance 

Period 
_ prehistoric 
- 140Q-1499 
- 150Q-1599 
_ 160Q-1699 
_ 170Q-1799 
-- 180Q-1899 
~- 190o-

Areas of Significance-Check and justify below 
___ archeology-prehistoric _·- community planning ____ landscape architecture ____ religion 
__ archeology-historic ____ conservation ___ law _ science 
_ _ agriculture ___ economics ___ literature __ sculpture 
_ X_ architecture __ X_ education ___ military __ social/ 
___ art . _ ... engineering ___ music humanitarian 

··-- commerce ____ exploration/settlement __ philosophy __ theater 
__ communications ____ industry _x_ politics/government _ transportation 

____ invention _other (specify) 

Specific dates 1908 Builder/ Architect Unknown 

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

SUMMARY: 

Rabbits Foot Lodge was built in 1908 for Dr. and Mrs. Charles F. Perkins. 
Little did Dr. Perkins know that in decades that would follow, this structure 
would gain notariety throughout the state of Arkansas for its unusual design 
and for the far-reaching impact one of its owners would have on both state and 
national policies. While log structures are commonplace in Arkansas' history, 
the size and sophistication of details found in Rabbits Foot Lodge elevated 
this type of construction to a new prestige. J . William Fulbright, President 
of the University of Arkansas and later United States Congressman and Senator, 
owned Rabbits Foot Lodge from 1934 to 1946, and remarked in a recent letter, 
11 I spent some of the finest days of my life in that beautiful and interesting 
house. 11 

ELABORATION: 

Although the area was settled as early as the 1840's, the community of Springdale 
in northwest Arkansas did not flourish until aft~r 1~81 :~hen ;th~ .St." 1Lpyi,? ,& 
San Francisco Railroad was built. From that time until wel1 into the ' twentieth 
century the area p,r-os,pered and the population grew in response to the thriving 
fruit industry. Springdale boasted canning factories, fruit evaporators, and 
juice fa~tqrie~ ·whiG~ processed a _portion_ of the va~t, a~Rl ,e ,h9:f,y~s~s . ,otBenton 
and Wash1ngton count1es. The zen1th of K1ng Applets re1gn was the season of 
1919 wh~n, from Spri .. ngdale,: more than 1000 railway carloads of app),e .P.r:qducts 
were sh1pped. The area's economy was also bolstered by prosperous tattle and 
livestock operations. 

Dr. Charles F. Perkins was born in Kewanee, Illinois and graduated in 1886 from 
Rush Medical College of Chicago. He remained in Chicago until 1899 during which 
time he specialized in general surgery. Relocating to Springdale in 1904, Dr. 
Perkins and his wife purchased 100 acres of pastureland northwest of the town. 
Dr. Perkins operated a cattle farm while continuing to practice medicine 11 in 
town 11 until 1916 when he sold Rabbits Foot Lodge and moved to Rogers, Arkansas. 

Before Dr. Perkins' arrival and the construction of the lodge, Dancing Rabbit 
Creek was a center of activity because of the clean, endless supply of water. 
Prior to white settlement, the spring below the lodge support~d an Indian 
campground, a large mill in the 1800's, and later served as the water supply 
for the city of Springdale . After construction, the lodge was the largest 
building in the area and consequentially became the meeting place for business­
men and the city council. 



9. Major Bibliographical References 
11 Springdale News, 11 May 31, 1907 - December, 1909, particularly Feb. 14, 1908, 

also Aug. 24, 1975. 
11 Washington County Historical Society Flashback, 11 May, 1966. 
The property abstract; Bob Besom, Director Shiloh Museum . 

1 0. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property 24.4 acres 
Quadrangle name Spri ngda 1 e, AR Quadrangle scale _ _ 1_: 2_4_0_0_0 __ 
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Verbal boundary description and justification 

See continuation sheet • . 

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries 

state code county code 

state code county code 

11. Form Prepared By 

name/title Karen Buckley and AHPP staff. 

organization da~ October 10, 1985 

street & number 3600 Si 1 ent Grove Road telepho!le.: ( ~ 0 1) . ? 51 18-=-· 0_6---'.'------'-'----

city or town Springdale slate · AR 72764 · · .· · I . • : .,. I 

12 . .... S-tate Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

_ national -X-- state _ local 

title ~ ~0 date ~~~ ~ 
For NH use only 

I heretty certify that this property Is lnclu~ he National Register 

~ Nat::;:: ln the 

0 ~~~ ' ·- ' ·t~ 
Atteet: 

' .... r:. 

date 

date 

ChiefdRegiatratlon 
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Architecturally, Rabbits Foot Lodge is one of few examples of the vernacular 
Adirondack Style in Arkansas. Opening the wilderness to tourism, the completion 
of the Adirondack Railroad in 1871 triggered a 11 Return to Nature 11 movement. 
Urban Easterners fashionably vacationed in densely wooded mountains and rested 
in large rustic lodges somewhat akin to a pioneer-style cabin with all the 
modern conveniences of the day. Many public lodges and fewer private ones were 
built complete with the characteristic elements: native log structures with 
enormous stone fireplaces, limbs and branches used in decorative porch railings 
and supports and exposed beams. 

Although Rabbits Foot Lodge contains all these elements, other features mark 
it justifiably unique . Most noticeable is the pyramidal roofs with flared eaves 
which have been said to hav·e the appearance of a 11 Chinese structure. 11 Most 
importantly, almost all details are completely intact and the structure 
maintains an excellent degree of integrity. 

Rabbits Foot Lodge's most famous proprietor bought the property in 1934. 
By this time, J . William Fulbright had already finished his studies as a 
Rhodes Scholar and attained his degree from George Washington University 
School of Law . He worked fdr the Department of Justice, then taught at 
George Washington University before returning to Fayetteville to join the 
University of Arkansas faculty as a professor of law. 

Fulbright remained in Fayetteville serving as President of the University 
of Arkansas from 1939 to 1941 and farmed his livestock on the 100 acres 
surrounding Rabbits Foot Lodge. In 1942, Fulbright was elected to the U. S. 
House of Representatives; in 1944, he became a Unfted States Senator. With 
great regret, Fulbright decided to sell the lodge in 1946 and relocate his 
family back to Washington . 

In government, Fulbright ' s career has been an illustrious one. In 1959, 
Fulbright began serving a 15-year term as Chairman of the powerful 
Senate Foreign Relations Comittee . From inception through passage, Fulbright 
was responsible for the Fulbright Act of 1946 which provided for the exchange 
of students and teachers between the United States and foreign countries . 
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STATE 

Arkansas 
COUNTY 

washington 
FOR NPS USE ONL=,.Y'----i 

ENTRY NUMBER I DATE 

JUG ?. 7 1974 

Thi s s erv ed until 190 4 when the present washington County 
Courthouse was built on College Avenue facing Center Street at a 
cost of $1 00 , 000 . Charles L. Thompson was the architect and 
George W. Donaghey, afterwards governor of Arkansas, the con­
tractor. (This building was placed on the National Register in 
1972.) 

The old two-storey brick courthouse was sold to a wrecker, A. F. 
Wolf, for $415 .OO,and was razed. For the only time in its hi s ­
tory the Square was without a public building in its center. 
During this perio d the Square served as a public park and a band 
stand was erected. 

The open park did not last long, for the site was soon deeded to 
the United States for a post office. Discussion of a post office 
for Fayetteville apparently began in the fall of 190 6. It was 
then that commissioners were appointed by Washington County 
Court to convey Block 27 (the Public Square) "to the United 
States of America all of the right, title and claim of Washington 
County to the parcel of land known as the public Square in the 
city of Fayetteville." Identical deeds were executed by the two 
governmental bodies and read "to the only proper use, benefit 
and behoof of the United States of America and its assigns 
forever." Each deed was given in the consideration of fifty 
cents, and was executed March 1, 1907. A year later, on May 18, 
1908, bids for the construction were advertised by James Knox 
Taylor, supervising architect. The building is said to" have 
re~·n erected at a cost of $60, 000. Work started around July, 
190 9, and two years later the post office was moved to the 
-mrr t-cttng • 

By the early 1960's Fayetteville's postal operation had out­
grown the building in the Square and the new Main Post Office 
was built six blocks away on Dickson Street in 1963. At this 
time the building was remodelled in minor ways to· ·a.ccomodate 
various Federal offices by the GSA. A classified postal station 
was maintained here until July, 1971. Federal offices currently 
occupying the building will move to a new Federal Building 
being built one block east on College Av enue, to be ready for 
occupancy in late 1974. 

On December 7, 1971, the GSA deeded the building in the Square 
to Downtown Fayetteville Unlimited, a businessmens' development 
organization, in exchange for a piece of property on College 
Avenue where the new Federal Building has been built. On June 8, 
1972 , Downtown Fayetteville Unlimited, deeded the Square property 
to the Fayetteville Housing Authority, an organization created 

GP O 9 2 1 -724 
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Significance - Page 3 

to receive and supervise the use of an Urban Renewal Grant from 
the Department of Housing and Urban Devclopment. 

An Urban Renewal Project, currently under the supervision of the 
Fayetteville Housing Authority, proposes the demolition of this 
building herein described, known as the Old Post Office,and 
proposes to develop the Square into an open pedestrian mall 
without a building. This proposed project is in an advanced 
stage of development and has technically received approval at 
both local and Federal levels. However, a growing concern for 
the rapidly disappearing landmarks of the past and a growing 
awareness of the wisdom of "recycling" old buildings as one of 
our most important resources, has produced an important public 
protest in this community against the plan to demolish the 
Old Post Office. 

Four conditions give historic and architectural significance to 
this building and support its eligibility for placement on the 
National Register: 

1) It is an essential part of the traditional urban form of 
the Fayetteville Square. It is a substantial public 
building surrounded by trees which has always been a part 
of Fayetteville's urban history. 

2) It is an outstanding example of the architectural style 
of its day, a product of the turn-of-the-century ' 
Neo-Classical Renaissance Revival which spread through­
out America after the grandiose Columbian Exposition 
in Chicago in the 1890's. 

3) The building provides a physical symbol of historic 
continuity to the central business district of the 
town. Well considered adaptive use of this building 
could provide an economically important magnet to 
pedestrian traffic into the commercial core of the 
town. 

4) It is in superb state of repair, 
built and well cared for through 
Government occupancy. 

GPO 921-724 
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This property is located in all of this north 808 feet of this E~ . NE~ , of 
section 27, T18N, R30W, lying and being on the east side of the middle of the 
Fayetteville and Bentonville Public Road, containing 24.40 acres, more or less. 
More specifically, from this northeast corner of section 27, T18N, R30W, this 
north boundary of this property runs due west for 1312 feet to the center of the 
Fayetteville-Bentonville Public Road, then south down the center of the road 
for 808 feet, then due east for 1312 feet, then due north for 808 feet, back 
to the NE corner of section 27. 
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0 resubmission 
0 nomination by person or local government 
0 owner objection 
0 appeal 

Substantive Review: Osample 

Reviewer's comments: 

0 request 

Nomination returned for: __ technical corrections cited below 
__ substantive reasons discussed below 

1. Name 

2. location 

3. Classification 

Entered 
Natior 

0 appeal 

Category Ownership 
Public Acquisition 

Status 
Accessible 

4. Owner of Property 

5. Location of legal Description 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

Has this property been determined eligible? 

7. Description 

Condition 

0 excellent 

Ogood 

Otair 

0 deteriorated 

0 ruins 

0 unexposed 

0 yes Ono 

Check one 

0 unaltered 

0 altered 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

0 summary paragraph 
0 completeness 
0 clarity 
0 alterations/integrity 
0 dates 
0 boundary selection 

Working No. ~AU~G I 3 1986 
Fed. Reg. Oat~( g 1_ ~ 
Date Due: =/<"Z -~ ?/'-tift 
Action: CEPT 9 -//-rt -- . 

ter-- RETURN 
_REJECT _______ _ 

Federal Agency: 

0 N R decision 

Recom./Criteria ------------­
Reviewer---------------
Discipline _____________ _ 
Date _______________ _ 

__ see continuation sheet 

Present Use 

Check one 

0 original site 

0 moved date---------



8. Significance 

Period Areas of Significance-Check and justify below 

Specific dates Builder I Architect 
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

D summary paragraph 
D completeness 
D clarity 
D applicable criteria 
D justification of areas checked 
0 relating significance to the resource 
D context 
D relationship of integrity to significance 
0 justification of exception 
0 other 

9. Major Bibliographical References 

10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of nominated property -------
Quadrangle name _____ _ 

UTM References 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

11. Form Prepared By 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

national state 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

title 

13. Other 

0 Maps 
D Photographs 
0 Other 

date 

local 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to-----------------------------

Signed __________ _______ _ 
Date------------ Phone:------------
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Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet 





Rabbits Foot Lodge 
Springdale, Washington County 
Photographed by Ao Meeks 
October, 1985 
Negatives on file at AHPP 
Viewed from south 





Rabbits Foot Lodge 
Springdale, Washington County 
Photographed by A. Meeks 
October, 1985 
Negatives on file at AHPP 
Viewed from south 





Rabbits Foot Lodge 
Springdale, Washington County 
Photographed by Ao Meeks 
October, 1985 
Negatives on file at AHPP 
Viewed from north 





Rabbits Foot Lodge 
Springdale, Washington County 
Photographed by Ao Meeks 
October, 1985 
Negatives on file at AHPP 
Viewed from west 





August 6, 1986 

Carol D. Shull 
Chief of Registration 

ARKANSAS 
HISTORIC 

PRESERVATION 
PROGRAM 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Register of Historic Places 
National Park Service 
1100 ''L 11 Street, N. W. 
Washington, D. C. 20240 

Re: Rabbits Foot Lodge 
Springdale, Washington County 

Dear Carol: 

We are enclosing for your review the nomination for the Rabbits Foot 
Lodge. The Arkansas Historic Preservation Program has complied with all 
applicable nominating procedures and notification requirements in the 
nomination process. 

Thank you for your consideration in this matter. 

~~~ 
Wilson Stiles 
State Historic Preservation Officer 

WS/JV/do 

Enclosure/s 

Su ite 200 • Heritage Center • 225 East Markham • Little Rock. Arkansas 72201 • Phone (501) 371-2763 

A Department of Arkansas Heritage 

AUG I I 1986 


