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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

This .Dutch house is composed of several different 
periods of construction. The early 18th century section 
is 40 feet by ^0 feet. A 19th century kitchen wing extend 
to the north 38 feet and 26 fset deap.

The 18th century section appears to have bean built 
in two sections. This one and a half story structure with 
a gable roof has a swept overhang projecting five feet 
across the east elevation (front) of both sections. This 
front facade has the original split shingles with round 
butts. The attic was probably originally unfinished. It 
has been more recently remodeled for bedroom space. This 
section fronts to the e#st, originally having two large 
rooms to the front with smaller rooms to the rear. As 
indicated by the differences in ceiling levels, this part 
of the house wes probably built in two sections, each 
section having one front room ?nd smaller rooms to the 
rear. These sections both measure 20 by 30 feet, together 
40 by 30 feet.

The present living room Is made from the two origins! 
front rooms. The exposed massive post ^nd beam construction 
is typical of 18th century Dutch houses. The large l>epms, 
approximately 12 inches In depth, are sausred end plained. 
There rre five framing bents in both sections. The windows 
are 12/12. The doors h^ve strap hinges on plntels.

The 19th century extension consists of the present 
dining room, kitchen, #nd re*r rooms. This one story gFble 
section is lower than the 18th century section. The sashes 
are 6/6 and
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This Is a 1^ story frame house with a stone foundation.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Architecture.
The Van Wickle House Is an excellent example of early 

18th century colonial architecture unique to the New Jersey- 
Mew York area. Commonly called the 'Dutch Style 1 this form 
of construction is actually e combination of Dutch, Flemish, 
*?nd English influences.

The Vsn Wickle House, a frame construction with brick 
fill, still has the original split shingles with round butts 
on the east, or front, facade. The esst facade the Delaware 
and R^ritan Canal, formerly en esrly New Jersey highway.

This early Dutch house h$s l£ stories and a stone 
foundation* It has a characteristic wide swept overhanging 
roof *?nd a massive open beam ceiling.

The house Is one of the oldest buildings in Somerset 
County, *?nd probably the oldest in Franklin Township.

Settlement.
In 1?03 Evert Van Wickle, Gerardus Beskman, and 

Leffert Pieterse, all of Long Island, bought a 450 ©ere 
tr©ct of land from Thomas Cardale of Jamaica. Van Wickle 
possibly bought out the others *»nd added 800 more acres to 
his.holdings. There Is no evidence, however, to suggest thst 
Evert lived in the rrea.

Van Wickle, a carpenter, emigrated to Flatbush, Long 
Island around 1664, married in 1690, and fathered six 
children. One of these, Symen Van Wickle, probably settled 
on his father's tract of land near New Brunswick and built 
the house in question at the time of his marriage in about 
1722. Symen died about 1755 ®nd his will mentions his 
homestead along the Raritan River.

From 1755 to 1795 little is known of the owners. Howeve: 
in 1795 the property was sold to Robert T. Kemble. In 1797 
Hendrick Suydam purchased the lot on which the house stood fr< 
Kemble. Suydam died around 1838 leaving the house to his throe 
daughters., one of whom had married Nicholas Van Wickle, 
probably the grandson of Symen Van Wickle.

Then, in 1862, Nicholas ^nd his wife, having previously 
purchased the two other daughter's shares of the house, sold
the homestead to John Brooks. From this date onward the 
property changed hands frequently and is presently to be sold
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8. Significance (cont.)

again «s pert of the Sstpte of R.T. Bogan.

There is sn 18th century family cemetery on the premises

The Van Wickles were among the first settlers in the 
Somerset County *!••*, especially ground the township of 
Franklin.




