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Set atop a low rise overlooking a wide bottomland in the midst of a partic 
ularly full bend of North Elkhorn Creek in the rich Bluegrass area of 
central Kentucky, one of Scott County T s finest examples of Federal archi 
tecture lies hidden. The house, facing east towards Galloway Pike with 
a view of Elkhorn Creek, is in an isolated area near Georgetown with no 
other structures in the immediate vicinity.

The house originally had two wings, probably symmetrical pavilions 
flanking the main existing block like many one- story (or onq-and-a-half 
story) Federal houses in Kentucky. These wings were removed at some 
time after 1881 when the property was purchased by A. P. Grover. 
Although no visual depiction of these wings is known, archaeological 
investigation would no doubt indicate their location and extent. There is 
a long low kitchen ell to the rear, with simple wooden gallery to one side.

The surviving main block seems self-sufficient, although there is an odd 
discrepancy between the generous scale of the first story with fanlighted 
central entrance and two nine-over-nine paned sash windows on either 
side of it, and the diminutive Palladian window of the gable over the 
entrance and two gabled dormers with arched lights. The gable extends 
not only over the wider central bay of the entrance but also part way 
over the flanking windows; the dormers, which could be original to the 
house, are set back on the low slope of the roof midway between the 
windows below, creating another contrast of rhythm between stories.

The house is set on a foundation of local stone. In spite of the size of the 
windows, they are surrounded by an ample display of fine Flemish bond 
brickwork. There is a subtle graduation of moldings from the cornice 
that extends across the front (with returns on the front at the ends) under 
the gable; through that of the gable; to the delicate pediments of the dor 
mers and the woodwork of the openings. The front windows have wide- 
splayed one-and-a-half stretcher brick voussoirs.

The end walls of the main block are bare except for small 'lookout" 
windows flanking the large inset chimneys under flat eave-boards. A 
still larger chimney breaks the length of the kitchen ell.

The simplified Palladian window of the tympanum seems like a narrowed 
form of the elliptical fanlight of the entrance below, which has a double 
door and attenuated colonnettes. Some of the glass panes --in the dormers 
and probably the fanlight- -were replaced by larger lights; others are 
originals.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

This Federal structure of very fine proportion and detail is one of the 
better examples of that period of construction in Scott County when 
emphasis was placed on stability rather than elegance. The house 
displays many features common to late 18th and early 19th century 
construction--the Palladian window, the fanlighted doorway, and the 
small gable in the roof centered over the entranceway. Although the 
combination of the Palladian window, gable, and dormers is somewhat 
unusual in Scott County, numerous examples of similar gable and 
window treatment can be found elsewhere in central Kentucky (cf. 
"Pleasant Lawn" Woodford County; see Lancaster, pp. 76-77). 
Other features of the Brooking House common to the period and region 
are the wide brick chimneys, corbelled near the top, and end walls 
unadorned except for small attic windows. The house can therefore 
be called typical of the area and period with slight variations also 
common with regional builders.

The builder of the house was Vivion Upshaw Brooking, a descendant of 
General Thomas Vivion, refugee from England, His daughter Frances 
married Robert Brooking, whose family was from Virginia. The patri 
otic Brookings contributed three soldiers to the Revolutionary War 

effort--Vivion, Charles, and Samuel. John Brooking, the father of 
Vivion, was the first member of his family to come to Kentucky.

The house which was built for Brooking between 1830 and 1835 was 
constructed on a 300-acre farm acquired from Betsy Thomson and 
George and Mileta Smith. In 1851 Brooking's heirs deeded the tract 
to L. L. Herndon, who sold it in 1853 to James W. Briscoe. The 
Briscoe heirs sold the farm to Asa P. Grover in 1881.

Asa Grover (1819-1887), born in New York, had come to Kentucky in 1837. 
He became a lawyer and for many years lived and had his practice in 
Owenton, Kentucky. He served as a member of the State Senate from 
1857-1865; member of the Democratic State Convention in 1863; and as 
a Democrat to the 40th Congress (March 4, 1867-March 3, 1869). After
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#7. Description (continued) Page Two
During the late 19th century a modest porch with four chamfered posts, half- 
posts against the wall, and latticework trim was added over the entrance. 
Although not in itself unattractive, it is the only incongruous element in this 
interesting exterior.

The millwork both outside and in has features indicative of the transitional 
period preceding the Greek Revival era, called by Clay Lancaster the 
"Geometric Plan. " The main entrance, some of whose finely-laid header- 
and-stretcher voussoirs are hidden under the Victorian porch ceiling, 
introduces these transitional features. The four three-quarter-round 
unfluted columns flanking the double door and sidelights are attenuated in the 
Federal fashion yet have fully-rounded rings at base and capital. The panels 
below the sidelights, with their multiple moldings, and the horizontal bands 
between door and fanlight are slightly heavy and emphatic—the latter even 
suggests Minard Lafever's Grecian details. The vertical muntins of the 
fanlight—not really a fan at all, but a semi-elliptical window--may be original, 
as their proportions conform to the unusually larger panes of the sidelights. 
The graduated panels of the door, from the squares at the bottom to the 
narrow horizontals at the top, are more vigorously spaced than is often the 
case.

Similar vigor can be seen in the interior millwork, particularly the bold 
concentric squares at the upper corners of the doorways and the inside of 
the gable window (photos 3 & 5). On the other hand, the mantels and some 
details, especially on the upper floor, have a retardataire Federal quality 
(photos 4 & 6).

In spite of the interior litter the house is structurally sound.
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concluding his public career as a representative in Congress, Grover 
resumed the practice of law. In 1881 he purchased the Brooking House, 
moved to Georgetown and practiced law there until his death on July 30, 
1887. Grover is described in B. O. Games' history as having been f "known 
for his sterling qualities, his fearless loyalty to his convictions, his 
unwavering fidelity to all the duties of public and private life. " His 
granddaughter, Mrs. Joe Gaines, owns the farm today.

The farm is located in Scott County, formed in 1792, and is within five 
miles of Georgetown, the county seat. The community nearest the house, 
however, is Great Crossing, a small town which was incorporated in 
1849. The area took its name from the fact that the great buffalo trace 
from the southern part of Kentucky to the Ohio River crossed the North 
Elkhorn at that point. „

O NATION^-

SPO 921-724


