AR 4 195

FORM B - BUILDING

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSON
80 BOYLSTON STREST, BOSTON, MA 02116

PHOTO: (3x3" or 3x5"', black & white)
staple to left side of fora

Photo auaber 58-11

SETCH tAF
Sow property's locatioa in relatioa
to aearest cross streets aad/or
teographical features. ladicate
all buildings between inventoried
property and aearest intersection.
ladicate north.

SEE ATTACKED MW

Recorded by T. Alduino

Organization CanhridaP Hic;i-nri -1 Com.

UTy. 19/325120/4694208*

rOR1 NO.
Old Can.! | B mB
USES Map #3
Cambridge, Mass.
Tomn  Cambridge MRA
Address 42-44 Avon .qtr™MPt-

Historic Nare E.H. Brabrook House

Use: Present residential

Original T ar &~

DESCRIPTION:

Date 1849

Source

Style Greek Revival/Bracketed ltalianate

Architect unknown

Exterior wall fabric

wood

Outbuildings stable

Hajor alterations (vith datas) none

Moved Date

no NA

Approx. acreage® 121"

Setting Avon Street
of single, double and apartment houses
ranainy in styip from fho nrAr*Vc.AM
Italianate to the Colonial Revival.

arrps
is a pleasant nix

USGS Quad: Boston North (Staple additional sheets here)



ARCHTBCTURAL SGNIHCWCE [Describe inportant architectural features and
evaluate ir. teems of other buildings vathin the consnur’‘ty.)

The Brabrook liouse, a double house set flush co the street, stands
on the dividing line betv.'een the Greek Revival and Bracketed Italianate
styles, Greek Revival details include the center entrances V7ith side-
lights and corner pilaster strips. Fenestration is 6/6. Italianate
features include paired brackets supporting a widely projecting cornice,
full-front porch with square posts, and open brackets, characteristic of
the 1550's in Cambridge, and window hoods. The north gable contains a

HISTORICAL SGNIHCANCE  (Explain the role ownas O&I%/ed in local or state Continued
history and how the building relates to the opment of the cannnmity.)

Avon Street was originally part of the Lower Common. In 1724,
this sixty-three acre area was divided into about twenty parcels.
Until the middle of the nineteenth century, when owners began sub-
dividing their holdings independently, the area remained primarily
pastures, orchards and gardens. Avon Street, laid out in 1845, was
one of the earliest streets platted. 42-44 Avon Street was built
by Ezra H. Brabrook, a furniture dealer. Today the area is a mixture
of single, double and apartment houses ranging in style from the

Italianate to the Colonial Revival.
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BIBLIOGRARHY" and/or REFE'ENCES (nemme of publication, author, date and publisher)

SE ATTACHZD BIBLIOGRAPHY
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I N\VENTARY FORVI GONTT NUATT ON SHET Comiunity: Fom No:

CaiT-bridge, Mass
IMASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL CCMASSION Cambridge MRA I B 1B

Office of the Secretary, Boston
Property Ngne Brabrook House

Indicate each item on inventory form whidi is being continued below.

Architectural Significance con't. o * Vv

a round headed window and a truncated pediment. While there are other
trasitional Greek Revival/Bracketed Italianate houses in Old Cambridge,
such as 154 Mt, Auburn Street (1852), the Brabrook House is the earli-
est and most elaborate example surviving in Old Cambridge, As such

it is significant under Criterion C.

o\. e 7

Staple to Inventory form at bott g,



INVENTURY  FURIVE LUIN T IPUr: =40 — caniDiriage «KA IQC

MA$AO'UEEI‘I’S HISI'ORIC_AL CCM<SON Cambridge Mass 'n s em
Office of the Secretaiy, Bodon Property Name 42-44 Avon st,

Indicate each item on inventgry fom ~ di is being continued beKv.
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NPS Form 10 Jtf
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United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register off Historic Places

iInventory—Nomination Form

Continuation sheet

Name Cambridge Multiple Resource Area
State fCT

Nomination/Type of Review

Iltem number

Hate entered AWM

Page /7

Multiple Resource Area
Thematic Group

v Date/Signature

i"l. Mead, Alpheus, House MtoUTt H«vIA/Keeper [?jjUuK” fi.zkail™yiui, M3 ~
' Attest
62. Show, Daniel, House A /Keeper [Zd/AAU. /IZKuAAL4u  N1d-S°
DOE/OWNER OBJECTION .
' -y BWMi«fTA, HAN A Attest
. 1&3.  Wyeth, John, House IKeeper ZAJAJULANN iIZKAL/huM "NefSSZ.
t9  KaVvl-fi. AtteSt
Attest
Conpany Bui |l ding
Attest
peeper 75
AN166. Ash Street Historic District (Boundary Increase)
Stthdwintive ibwissw Attest
167. Berkeley Street Historic DistrictCBoundary Iflteeper i-/15"-<6
I ncrease) Entered !» 'Ute
XatisML| Bsgiete™ Attest
168. Bertram Hall at Radcliffe  College ,>* 4feeper [O(MA-WF y W< < -N—ZN}-K
oty Eatisred] 1B M/ d
NatioBal Beclst«r Atttest
169. Bennink-Douglas  Cottages yeper YPCA < .--N>'-'-Zzy Zr-jZ
1Sa-b«ref [~
Sarlstsr Attest
170. Brabrook, E. H., House Aleeper

Entered 1BtiN
Natiefwa Ksclatf|B

c> ZLU£'-'U-,’\./)\/"'yt’\C"

Attest



WASO Form-177 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
("R" Jura 1984) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET
RESR

-'eecil.-:tr5ic

Brabrook, E. H., House (Cambridge MRA)
Middlesex County AR 4 195

MASSACHUSETTS Working No.
Fed. Reg. DatZ’Z’W\
Date Due: S //
Action: Z -'r-
«  resubmission Bil«r©3 RETURN.
0 nomination by person or local government Matl«Bal fieclst«X) REJECT.
d] owner objection Federal Agency:
. appeal
Suljstantive Review: 1Z3 sample [HI request cu appeal n NR decision

Reviewer's comments:

Recom./Criteria.
Reviewer
Discipline
Date
see continuation sheet

Nomination returned for: .technical corrections cited below
.substantive reasons discussed below

1. Name

2. Location

3. Classification

Category Ownership Status Present Use
Public Acquisition Accessible

4. Owner of Property

5. Location of Legal Description

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

Has this property been determined eligible? ® vyes * no

7. Description

Condition Check one Check one

excellent ... CU deteriorated unaltered « original site
CU good I Iruins altered moved date.
CUfalr " CU unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

CU summary paragraph

CU completeness

CU clarity Y
CU alterations/integrity

* dates

CU boundary selection n



8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify tielow

Specific dates Builder/Architect
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

CU summary paragraph

CU completeness ru -

CU clarity non

CU applicable criteria i

CU justification of areas checked

CU relating significance to the resource

« context

CU relationship of integrity to significance a--
CU justification of exception

CU other

o/yy

9. Major Bibliographical References
10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property
Quadrangle name
UTM References

Verbal txiundary description and justification

11. Form Prepared By

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

national state local
State Historic Preservation Officer signature

title date

13. Other

CU Maps
CU Photographs
e other

Questions conceming this nomination may be directed to.

Signed. Date Phone:.
GPO 91 8-450

Comments for any itam may be continued on an attached sheet









Canbridge MA
Canbri dge, Mass.

F. H BRAHOKHLS.
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Please refer to the map in the

Multiple Property Cover Sheet
for this property

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000275
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