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USGS Map #3 

> • • • •. 

Cambridge, Mass.  
Town Cambridqe MRA 

Address 42-44 Avon .qtr^^Pt-

Historic Name E . H . Brabrook House 

PHOTO: (3x3" or 3x5", black & white) 
staple to left side of fora 

Photo auaber 58-11 

SSETCH tlAF 
Show property's locatioa in relatioa 
to aearest cross streets aad/or 
teographical features. ladicate 
a l l buildings between inventoried 
property and aearest intersection. . 
ladicate north. 

Use: Present r e s i d e n t i a l 

Original T-<̂ c;-;̂ or.4-.-

DESCRIPTIOl/: 

Date 1849 

Source 

Style Greek R e v i v a l / B r a c k e t e d I t a l i a n a t e 

Archi tect unknown 

Exterior wall fabric 

Outbuildings s t a b l e 

wood 

SEE ATTACKED MAP 

Recorded by T . A l d u i n o 

Organization Canhr idaP Hi c;i-nri r-^ 1 Com. 

Hajor alterations (v i th datas) none 

Moved no Date NA 

Approx. acreage^ .121"^ a r r p s 

Setting Avon S t r e e t i s a p l e a s a n t n i x 
o f s i n g l e , doub le and apar tmen t houses 
r a n a i n y i n s t y i p f r o m f h o nr^r^Vc.^^^ 
I t a l i a n a t e t o t he C o l o n i a l R e v i v a l . 

UTy. 19 /325120/4694208* 
USGS Quad: Boston North (Staple additional sheets here) 



v. '' .'A. 'ZZ. 

ARCHITBCTURAL SIGNIFICWCE [Describe inportant architectural features and 
evaluate ir. terms of other buildings vathin the consnur^ty.) 

The Brabrook Iiouse, a double house set f l u s h co the s t r e e t , stands 
on the d i v i d i n g l i n e betv.'een the Greek Reviva l and Bracketed I t a l i a n a t e 
s t y l e s , Greek Reviva l d e t a i l s i nc lude the center entrances V7ith s ide ­
l i g h t s and corner p i l a s t e r s t r i p s . Fenes t ra t ion i s 6/6 . I t a l i a n a t e 
f ea tu res inc lude pa i red brackets suppor t ing a wide ly p r o j e c t i n g co rn i ce , 
f u l l - f r o n t porch w i t h square pos t s , and open bracke ts , c h a r a c t e r i s t i c o f 
the 15 50's i n Cambridge, and window hoods. The no r th gable contains a 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE (Explain the role owners played in local or state_ Continued 
history and how the building relates to the development of the cannnmity.) 

Avon S t r ee t was o r i g i n a l l y p a r t o f the Lower Common. I n 1724, 
t h i s s i x t y - t h r e e acre area was d i v i d e d i n t o about twenty p a r c e l s . 
U n t i l the middle o f the n ine teen th cen tu ry , when owners began sub­
d i v i d i n g t h e i r ho ld ings independent ly , the area remained p r i m a r i l y 
pas tures , orchards and gardens. Avon S t r e e t , l a i d out i n 1845, was 
one o f the e a r l i e s t s t r ee t s p l a t t e d . 42-44 Avon S t ree t was b u i l t 
by Ezra H. Brabrook, a f u r n i t u r e dea le r . Today the area i s a mixture 
o f s i n g l e , double and apartment houses ranging i n s t y l e f rom the 
I t a l i a n a t e t o the Co lon ia l R e v i v a l . 

' 5S " 

BIBLIOGRAPHY' and/or REFEÎENCES (name of publication, author, date and publisher) 

SEE ATTACHZD BIBLIOGRAPHY 

. IQM - 7/S2 



INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 

iMASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL CCM ŜSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 

Comiunity: 
CaiT-bridge, Mass 
Cambridge MRA 

Form No: 

I I B 114B 

Property Najne: Brabrook House 

Indicate each item on inventory form whidi is being continued below. 

A r c h i t e c t u r a l S i g n i f i c a n c e c o n ' t . • " * V 

a round headed window and a t runca ted pediment. While there are o ther 
t r a s i t i o n a l Greek Reviva l /Bracke ted I t a l i a n a t e houses i n Old Cambridge, 
such as 154 Mt , Auburn S t r ee t (1852), the Brabrook House i s the e a r l i ­
est and most e labora te example s u r v i v i n g i n Old Cambridge, As such 
i t i s s i g n i f i c a n t under C r i t e r i o n C. 

•\. • z 

Staple to Inven to ry form at b o t t om 



INVENTORY FORM LUIN i ii'»urv̂  ^̂ .̂  —-

MASSAOiUSETTS HISTORICAL CCM<ISSIQN 
Office of the Secretaiy, Boston 

<• 
caniDiriage «KA IQC 
Cambridge Mass. I n 3 2.43 

Property Name: 4 2-4 4 Avon s t , 

Indicate each item on inventory fom ^ d i is being continued beKv. 

Bibliography/References 

Cambridge His tor ic 
i n Cambridae: Volume I , East Cambridge 

Volume I I , Mid Cambridge 
Volume I I I , Cambridgeport 
Volume IV, Old Cambridge 

MA 

; !. Volume V, Northwest Cambridge (19 77), Cambridge, .MA 

Cambridge H i s t o r i c a l Society, Proceedings (1906-Present), Cambridge, MA. 

D.A.R., Winthrop Chapter, An H i s t o r i c a l Guide to Cambridge (1907), 
Cambridge, MA. 

Gillman, A. (ed.), Cambridge of Eighteen Hundred and Ninety-Six (1896), 
Cambridge, MA. 

Paige, L.R., History of Cambridge (1877), Boston, MA.; Supplement 
(1930), Boston, MA. '.%... -•''.. 

Rand, C, Cambridge, U.S.A. (1964), Nev/ York, NY. ' • 

R e t t i g , R.B., Guide to Cambridge Architecture (1969), Cambridge, MA. 

Stillman, 1-7.J. (ed.) , Poetic L o c a l i t i e s of Cambridge (1876) , 
Cambridge, MA. 

Uoods, R.A., and Kennedy, A . J . (Warner, e d . ) . Zone of Emergence 
(1962), Cambridge, MA. 

Zaitzevsky, C , w i th the advice of the Review Committee members. 
The Harvard Univers i ty Study of H i s t o r i c and Arch i t ec tu ra l 
Properties i n the Environs of Cambridge, ( A p r i l 19 83-December 
1984), Cambridge, MA. . ^ 

Stacle to Inventory form at bottoi 



NPS Form 10 J t f 
(7-«1) 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

- V • • 

National Register off Historic Places 
inventory—Nomination Form Hate entered ^^^^M 

Continuation sheet Item number Page / 7 

Multiple Resource Area 
Thematic Group 

Name Cambridge Multiple Resource Area 
State fCT 

Nomination/Type of Review , ., Date/Signature 

i ^ l . Mead, Alpheus, House M t o U T t H«vlA/Keeper / ^ j j U u K ^ fi.Zkail^yiui, ^ ' l 3 ^ 

' Attest 

62. Snow, Daniel, House ^ /Keeper IZd/AAU. /IZkuAAL4u ^.Id-S^ 

DOE/OWNER OBJECTION • 
' -y 8WMi«fT^, H ^ ^ , ^ Attest 

1&3. Wyeth, John, House 
^ — . 

t 9 K a V l - f i . 

/Keeper ZAJAJULA^7^ iZkAl/hu^ '^•fSSZ. 

Attest 

Attest 

165. Reversible Collar 
Company Building 

fi*»t«atlr« I^^view Keeper ^JU.^J(^iA^J^•^7.8^' 

^ ^ 1 6 6 . Ash Street H i s to r i c D i s t r i c t (Boundary Increase) 

Attest 

peeper 7_ 5> 
i e ) 

Sttbslwintive ii»v.i»>w Attest 

167. Berkeley Street Historic DistrictCBoundary /flteeper i- /5'-<6 
Increase) Entered !» 'Ute 

XatisMLl Bsgieten^ Attest 

Eatered 1 B tiM 
NatioBal Beclst«r Attest 

168. Bertram Hall at Radcliffe College ,>*4feeper /0(^dA-w*y^V<<-^—^Z^/}-K 
' *.y EatN-ed iB tiM d 

Att 

y 169. Bennink-Douglas Cottages ^^eeper ypCA<<.--^i>'-'-'/Zy^^ Zr-jZ 
1Sa-b«ref l ^ i 

Sarlstsr Attest 

170. Brabrook, E. H., House A^eeper c>ZLU£'-'U-,^.y^'yt^c^ 
Entered 1B t i N ^ 
Natiefwa KsclatflB Attest 

• • : -K"r..~.. 



WASO Form -177 
("R" Jura 1984) 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET 

. .'.S'. :': ' 

. - ' ••«i \ . - : t r5ic 

Brabrook, E. H., House (Cambridge MRA) 
Middlesex County 
MASSACHUSETTS 

• resubmission 

0 nomination by person or local government 

d ] owner objection 

• appeal 

Suljstantive Review: IZ3 sample [HI request 

Working No. 
APR 4 1986 

z Fed. Reg. DatZ^^^^^ 
Date Due: S / / 

Act ion : 

Bi1«r©3 RETURN. 

Matl«Bal fieclst«X) REJECT. 

Z -/"r-

Federal Agency: 

CU appeal n NR decision 

Reviewer's comments: 

Recom./Criteria. 

Reviewer 

Discipline 

Date 

see continuation sheet 

Nomination returned for : .technical corrections cited below 

.substantive reasons discussed below 

1. Name 

2. Location 

3. Classification 

Category Ownership 
Public Acquisition 

Status 
Accessible 

Present Use 

4. Owner of Property 

5. Location of Legal Description 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

Has this property been determined eligible? • yes • no 

7. Description 

Condition 

excellent 

CU good 

CUfalr " 

... CU deteriorated 

I I ruins 

CU unexposed 

Check one 

unaltered 

altered 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

CU summary paragraph 
CU completeness 

CU clarity v 
CU alterations/integrity 
• dates 

CU boundary selection ^ 

Check one 

• original site 

moved date. 



8. Significance 

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify tielow 

Specific dates Builder/Architect 
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

CU summary paragraph 
CU completeness ru -
CU clarity ^ ^ 
CU applicable criteria j 
CU justification of areas checked 
CU relating significance to the resource 
• context 
CU relationship of integrity to significance a • -
CU justification of exception 
CU other 

• /yy 

9. Major Bibliographical References 

10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of nominated property 
Quadrangle name 
UTM References 

Verbal txiundary description and justification 

11. Form Prepared By 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

national state local 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

title date 

13. Other 

CU Maps 
CU Photographs 
• other 

Questions conceming this nomination may be directed to . 

Signed. Date Phone:. 

G P O 91 8 - 4 5 0 

Comments for any itam may be continued on an attached sheet 







Cambridge MRA 
Cambridge, Mass. 

F,. H. BRAHHOOK HOUSr. 

r 
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Please refer to the map in the 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet 
for this property • f'i.. 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000275 
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