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2 Loration

street & number 109 Hnnsatnnic- Street _ not for publication
city or town T .ennx vicinity
State Massarhiisptts code_MA county Berk.shire .code_(KD  zip code 01240

3. State/Fedftral Agenr.y Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1986, as amended, | hereby certify that this I*"mDmination
» request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of
Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property
Bmeets ¢ does not meet tha National Register Criteria. | recommend that this property be considered significant
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ignature o(~rtifying official/Title Cara  Metz State Historic Presenvation (Officer Date

lassachusetts Historical Commission

I State or Federal agency and bureau
In my opinion, the property « meets * does not meet the National Register criteria. (¢ See continuation sheet for additional Comments.)
Signature of certifying official/Title Date
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heraby certify that this property is: 5igp8§tu/6j3f 'he Keeper Datfe of Aclon
rentered in the National Register
+ See continuation sheet. 9, ’)f/Of

» determined eligible for the
National Register
» See continuation sheet.
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T ennx High Srhnni
Name of Property

Classification
Ownership of Property

(Check as many boxes as apply) (Check only one box)
_X_private _X_building(s)
_ public-local _ district
_ public-State _ site
__public-Federal _ Structure
_ Object

Name of related multiple property listing
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.)
N/A

fi. Function nr Use

Historic Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

FnTirATION/ ~rhnnl

7 Description

Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from instructions)

Cnlnnial Revival

Italian Renaissance

Narrative Description

Rerkshire rniinty, Massachu.setts
County and State

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.)

Contributing Noncontributing
.building
sites
. structures
objects
L Total

Number of contributing resources previously listed
in the National Register

N/A

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

NOMF.STir/ multiple dwelling

Materials
(Enter categories from instructions)
foundation granite

walls hrick

roof slate

other terra rntta, wnnH

(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)
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** |n 2002, the Lenox High School was converted to an assited living resdence. At that time, thefloor levds were
renamedfrom a Basement/First Floor/Second Floor nomenclature to a First Floor/Second Floor/Third Floor
nomendature, as noted in the accompanying floor plans. For thefollowing description, the threefloorsare
designated in the First FHoor/Second Floor/Third Floorformat, with the First Floor being the floor below ground
and the Second and Third Floors being above grade. **

7.NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION

Lenox High Schodl islocated on the outskirts of Lenox Center in aneighborhood of modest, single-
family, wood-framehomes  The building isimposingly sited on ahill facing southwest overlooking
Housatonic Street. A red brick structure with terra cotta and buff brick trim, Lenox High Schoal is
designed inan eclectic style that combines a strong Colonia Reviva vocabulary with Sscond
Rendissance Reviva detail. The building rises three gories from ahigh basament to a date gable roof
with two end aross gables. The ridgepole is capped with an Itaianate wooden cupola. Viewed fromthe
southwest, the building terminates a two gable-fronted, three-bay, projecting end pavilions. A sngle-
bay, gable-fronted entrance pavilion with broken pediment is centered on the principal (southwest)
facade. Now approximately T-shaped in plan, the building congsts of the original 1908 structure, which
formed ashdlow U inplan, and the 1948 rectangular wing, which is centered and projects north fromthe
rear of the building. A rectangular, wood-frame gazebo located southeest of the school and condructed as
part of the 2002 rehabilitation is noted on the coversheet as anon-confributing structure, as isamodem

playground.

The building sits on alargefriangul ar-shapedlot of 3.86 acres. It isbounded to the west by High Sfreet,
to the south by High and Housatonic sfreets and to the north by Barberry Lane. The building is st back
approximately 80 feet from the sdewak on aterraced hill thet runs along Housatonic Sfreet. A row of
three large maplef reesare planted on the lower terrace of the hill infront of the school. The Ste dopes
up just beyond the drive on the west sde of the building, and it dopesdown toward Barberry Lane dong
the north boundary. The hill to the west of the building is planted with grass and bushes and numerous
mature frees, which provide abuffer between the school and High Sfreet beyond. A paved levd lot & the
reexr of the building continues around to the eedt Sde of the reer ell. Eadt of the building, beyond the
paved areg, thereisalarge open field with aplayground endlosed by achain link fence a the northwest
comer of the field. A chain link fence dso rimsthe edge of the leve portion of the field dong
Housatonic Sfreet and Barberry Lane. Maturefreedlinethe dope dong Barberry Lane. A driveway leeds
up from High Sfreet dong the west side of the building to the paved lot a the rear of the parcd and exits
out onto High Sfreet neer the intersection with Barberry Lane.

(continued)
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Original 1908 Building

The building is goproached from the sidewalk aong Housatonic Sfreet by a sat of concrete segpswith
landings that is centered on the main enfrance. (photo #2) The original main building is 13 baysa the
facade and eight bays dong the sde devations. The origina building conssted of two gories (including
basament) inan H-shgped plan and atwo-story (including basement) section centered in the middle of the
H and projecting dightly a the rear. The two-story section contained the boiler room, probably in the
basement.

Rising from a granite foundation, the brick walls below the water table are constructed of red brick laidin
common bond with apink tinted mortar. Above the water table, the masonry changes The brick walls
ae enlivened with Flemish bond with burnt heedersat the second and third stories and are highlighted
with polychrome detail interra cotta and buff brick. Second story windows of the cenfra baysare stin
blind round brick archeswith raised rectangular gpandrd panelsbelow the windows. Quoins a the
comers of thebuilding and a the projecting pavilions, the sidewalls of the entry porches a the eest and
wed entries, and a frieze above the third story windows are executed in abuff brick. Slightly ribbed terra
cotta omament includes the water table, window sills, keystones and impost blocks a the ssoond story
arches keygones a the third story windows, swags st below the third story windows on the facade and
an omamented surround a the main enfrance. The brick wallsriseto awood comice enriched with
pierced dentils and modillions. The sde gable roof hes cross gables a the west and eest endsforming the
wingsof theU. An open wooden cupola is centered a theridge above the mainentry. The cupolais
boldly executed with lonic colonettes supporting aclassica dentil comice. The copper roof of the cupola
risssto atal finial. Fivebrick ventilation stackswith hipped meta cgpsrise from the different dopes of
theroof An exterior brick chimney with a square sack rises ebove the roof a the north evation of the
west wing.

The main enfrance, sat within acenfral projecting pedimented pavilion a the facade, is goproached by six
geps congmcted of cast done with what gopearsto be amarble aggregate. A wooden Doric portico st

on abrick bese projects from the base of the pavilion sheltering the round arched opening, which is
framed in terra cotta The double wood and glasspand entry doors are set within a shallow recess behind
the round arch. The doors are framed by siddlights and engaged colonettes, which support an dliptical
ached fan. The sddights and around arched fanlight centered over the doors are glazed with leaded
glass.

At the eest and west dlevations, the secondary enfries are located a the base of a projecting pedimented
pavilion, which is st off-center. An enclosed one-gtory enfrance porch a the base of the pavilion hes
buff brick sde wallsand ared brick facade st in Hemish bond similar to the main building. Each porch

(continued)
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hes afront gable and adate roof. The eaves and raking comice are omamented with pierced dentils. The
enfranceis st in an elliptical arched opening and consgs of aset of meta double doors with afilled
narrowfransomand afan. Two gepsleading up to the enfrance are cast sone with marble aggregate,
(photo #1)

Windows are typically 1/1 double-hung wood saeh. The second story windows have round arched segh
and the windows & the third story are dl flat arched. Above the main portico, afri-part window topped
by asolid fanissat in an élliptical arched opening. Windows a the east and west gairs are double-height
fri-part windowswith 2/2 double hung saeh containing horizontal muntins. An oculus withfraceryis st
bdow the gable in each of the gable ends on the north and south devations and asmdler oculusis s in
the gabled pavilions on the eest and west devations. First sory windows are of ashorter 1/1 double-hung
seh.

198 Rear Addition

Therear addition is athree-story red brick stmcture with aflat roof, (photo #3) The first sory israised.
Rectangular in plan, the addition isfive bays in length with athree-story projecting pavilion on the north
devation. The eest and west elevations have windows st in eech of the five bays, and a flat-roofed
enfrance portico is centered on the eedt dlevation. The brick walls are unadomed save for the recessed
bays with concrete lintels. The overdze glazed openings within each bay condst of single-light casament
windows a the second and third stories with spandrd glass located between levels. Basement windows
ae 11 ssshwith horizontal muntins. The projecting pavilion on the north elevation isbuilt of red brick
and the lower two stories and third story was added during the 2001 rehabilitation. Three entry doors
centered a the second gtory of the north elevation remain, but are not used and the gairs benegth them
have been removed.

I nterior

The primary circulation in the main building consgts of a main corridor mnning east/iwest between the
two sde enfries with agair a either end. A smplewood wainscot topped by achair rail adoms the walls
of the corridors and the exterior walls insde the units. The corridorfloorsand tall bessboards are
terrazzo. The entry porches featuref| oorsof square mosac tiles.

The cenfral main enfrance a the second floor had been closed of f as part of earlier dterations to the
building, (photo #4) That goace has been reopened, rendering the main enfrance operable once again and
reveding the original vestibule partition with oek and glasspand doors, fanlight, and siddightswith
leeded glass. The carved lonic columnsin antis, which were intact behind the infill partition, are again
visble. The east and west gtair halls, located a either end of the main corridor, feature the original metd

(continued)
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garswith panded newes, wood railings and sfringers omamented with rosettes. The fire endosuresa
the gairsareframed in ameta panning painted to look like wood and are filled with wire glass.

While the building's use has changed, and former dassrooms have been converted to residentia units, the
overdl spatid relationship inthe 1908 building between dassroomsand circul ation goace remans
undtered. The main eest-west corridor still sarves as aprimary circulation route, and the smdl dcoves
leading to the southeast and southwest dassrooms are intact. Accessto the rear addition is provided
through smdll lounges, located on each floor a thejuncture of the two buildings. Existing openings inthe
corridors remain, as do the omamental moldings framing the openings and service doors.  Classroom
doors were replaced, however the new doors into the residentiad units were recessed, leaving the origina
door framesintact.

All rooms retain their origina vertical wood wainscoting on the exterior walls and molded surroundsat
the doors and windows. Rooms on the south side of the corridor were repartitioned to creste sudio units.
Each dwelling unit contains a smdl kitchenette, bathroom, and closet. Flooring in the dassrooms, which
was mbber or vinyl tile, has been replaced by carpeting.

Documentation exists for certain of the previous dterations to the building. At the third floor, the lower
saehes of paired clerestory windows set above the lockers on the north side of the corridor were filled
with plywood during constmction of the 1948 addition. Someof the lockers a this levd have been
retained. The first floor (basement) of the main building had been converted to dassoom use a an
unknown date. Aspart of the current rehabilitation, this areahes been subdivided into resdentia units.

Rear Addition

The rear addition is reached from the north sde of the main corridor a the second floor andfirstfloors.

A new metd dair a the north end of the addition mns from the first floor to the third floor of the original
building.

The rear addition housesresidentia units on all three floors. Additionally, adminisfrative offices are
located on the first floor, while dining and kitchen gpece are found on the second floor. The rear addition
received new finishes throughout as part of the rehabilitation. The existing first floor corridor was
maintained, and new corresponding corridors were inserted a the second and third floors. New partition
walls were cregted & the first and second floors.

(continued)
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Archaeological Description

No ancient Native American or historic Stes have been identified on the school property or in the generd
area (within one mile). Environmenta characterigtics of the property, especidly its distance of over 1000
feet from the nearest wetlands, do not represent locationa criteriathat indicate a high potentia for
locating ancient Native American stes. Historical ressarch to date hes dso failed to identify landuse that
predates constmction of the existing schoal in 1909. Given the above information, landscgping the
terraced hillside, constmction of the school, parking areesand installation of utilities, alow potentia
exigs for the recovery of both ancient Native American and historic resources.

(end)
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(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying tfie property
for National Register listing.)

X A Property is associated with events that have made
a significant contribution to the broad patterns of
our history.

_ B Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

_K C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics
of a type, period, or method of construction or
represents the worl< of a master, or possesses
high artistic values, or represents a significant and
distinguishable entity whose components lack
individual distinction.

_ D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield,
information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations
(Mark "x" in all ttie boxes tfiat apply.)

Property is:

A owned by religious institution or used for
religious purposes.

B removed from its original location.

C a hirthplace or grave.

D a cemetery.

E areconstructed building, object, or structure.
F acommemorative property.

G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance
within the past 50 years.

Narrative Statement of Significance

(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

9. Major Bihiiographical References

Rprksliirp rniinty, Massachusetts
County and State

Areas of Significance
(Enter categories from instructions)

Arrhitertiirp
rnmmiinity Planning and Develnprnent

F.Hiicatinn

Period of Significance
1Qn«-1Q'i4

Significant Dates

Significant Person
(Complete if Criterion B is marked above)

MIA
Cultural Affiliation
MIA

Architect/Builder

Dnnnhue, .Tnhnathan Wilham

(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.)

Previous documentation on file (NPS): HPCA #5215

_ prdiminary determination of individud lising (36
CFR 67) has been requested

_ previously listed in the National Register

_ previously determined eligible by the National
Register

_ designated a National Historic Landmark

_ recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey
#

_ recorded by Historic American Engineering
Record #

Primary location of additional data:

X State Historic Preservation Office
X. Other State agency
_ Federal agency
_ Local government
_University
_ Other
Name of repository:
Massachusetts Archives
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The Lenox High School served local students for 89 years and reflects significant changesin educationd
theory and programming. The building is aunique example of Springfield architect Jonathon William
Donohues early work and one of only two known buildings by him not to have been commissioned by
the Springfield Roman Catholic Diocese. Lenox High School mestsNational Regigter criterion A dueto
itsdmogt ninety year history of association with the education of the town's students, and National
Regiger criterion C for its significance within JW. Donohues architectural career. Lenox High School
retains integrity of design, location, setting, materias, feeling, workmanship, and association. The period
of dgnificanceis from the date of construction in 1908 to 1954, the standardfifty-yearcut off established
to alow for historical perspective.

First colonized by the Hinsdde family in 1750, portions of Lenox had previoudy been designated a
reservetion for the Mahican tribein 1736. Increased settlement by Europeans after the dose of the French
and Indian Wars led to the forced relocation of the Mahicans to New Y ork State. Throughout the
Colonia Period, the Lenox economy was based on farming, timber, and small industry. The town
remained little changed until its discovery by New York artists, writers, and intellectuds as early asthe
1830s With the post-Civil War economic boom, anew dassof tourists discovered the Berkshires. Some
of Americas wedthiest families began building daborate "cottages' on large tracts of land inthe area
Asloca industry fatered inthe face of Midwestern competitors and Lenox farmers found it more
lucrative to sall off land than to continue farming, trade and service of seasond residents became the basis
of the local economy. Lenox was ensconced within the seesond circuit of fashionable New Y ork society
and became known as the "inland Newport." With its increased popularity, the number of mansonsbuilt
in Lenox and Stockbridge more than doubled between 1880 and 1900. However, ayear-round population
of loca students continued to be served by the town's schoals; a history of education that stretches back to
the hiring of the town's first schoolmaster in 1770.

The precursor to the Lenox High School was the Berkshire Academy, which was located on Main Stregt
and founded by an Act of the Massachusetts Legidature in February 1803. A mere four months later the
name of the school was changed to Lenox Academy. Tuition was $2.25 per quarter for sudentsthat were
not residents of the schoal district. In 1866, the Legidature gpproved an Act to devate the use of thered
egate and the funds of the Lenox Academy toward maintaining apublic high schoal inLenox. The High
Schoal occupied the Lenox Academy building until 1880 when it moved to anew four-room building on
School Street. 1n 1892, the high school moved back into the Academy Building, leaving the 1830
dructure available for lower grades. The 1830 schoal building was then renamed the Center Schodl and
degtroyed by fire on June 9, 1935.

(continued)
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In their 1907 annud report, the Lenox School Committee strongly advocated for anew high school
building. Members concemsregarding continued use of the 1803 Academy Building focused on such
hedlth issues as inadequate ventilation, overcrowded dassrooms, and insufficient toilet facilities. A
review by the State Board of Education declared the school to be "wholly unhygenic"(sic) and the School
Committee determined that dterations to the existing building would not solve the problems. The 1907
School Committee Report aso projected a growth inthe number high school students; indication thet
conditions of overcrowding and substandard facilitieswould only worsen. The increese was due in part
to the creation of aninthgradein 1905. Expansion to a four-year course of sudy required that an entire
additional dassof pupils be housad a the dready overcrowded high schooal.

In the Town Annua Report dated February 1908, the School Committee continued to insst on the need
for alarger building to house the new ninth graders stating: "If anything affords to the people of the town
of Lenox abetter object lesson for the necessity of anew high school, your committee is not aware of it."
Due to the large incoming dass, the ninth grade was moved from the Academy Building to the Town
Building (presumably the town hall). Alsothat yeer, the Superintendent of Schools commented about the
Academy Building, "l can only add that the present building isin such an unsanitary condition that |
should never dlow achild of mineto go to school there

In regponse to the School Committee's advocacy, the design for anew building was commissionedin
1908. The recommendations of the school building committee were gpparently followed in sdlection of
the building site. It was their suggestion " . . . that a Ste be sdected affording ample room for playground
and that the Town erect thereon abuilding suitable in every way to the demand of modem educationd
methods" The property sdected for the schoadl building hed been conveyed to the townin 1908 by
George Hae Morgan and J. P. Morgan, who sarved as executors for the estate of Sarah Spencar Morgan.
The Morgan family maintained a Lenox summe home, Bent Fork Hall, and Sarah was John Ferpont
Morgan's sigter. Many prominent seesond residents either established or supported loca ingtitutions and
the Spencar Morgan bequest may be an example of such philanthropy. John Pierpont Morgan was one of
the mogt powerful American capitadigts of the Gilded Age. Building on his enormous SUccess as a banker,
he formed United States Sted in 1901 and was ds0 involved in such corporations as Generd Electric (a
company with along presenceinthe Berkshires), International Harvester, and Intemational Mercantile
Maritime. Hisfinancialinterests were synonymous with the industrial tmsts targeted by reformers during
the Progressive Era

Completed in November 1909, the Lenox High School not only provided ample dassroom ad
playground space for the students, it dso relieved the concamsregarding air quality previoudy voiced by
the Superintendent and the School Committee. The School Commiittee reported in 1910:

(continued)
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Thebuildingfulfills our highest expectation inevery detail. The ventilating system works
well and seems to be asnearly perfect aspossible. Thelarge volume of pure air coming
into the rooms every minute has a marked influence upon thepupils. There isan absence
of the restlessness and languor which was so apparent intheoldbuilding with its low
walls and stuffy atmosphere. ..

Pleasant surroundings such asareprovided in the new building cannotfail tohavea
refining influence upon thepupils. Thetown has reason to beproud of this building.

The building was completed after the opening of the school year but ultimately accommodated all four
high school dassesas well as the eighth grade; atotal of 170 pupils. The high school principa dso
praised the new building, ". . . with the mogt conveniently aranged rooms, inundated with light, and with
a sysgem of heating and ventilation which hes bean imperviousto the intense cold of the past winter."
Similarly, the drawing teecher noticed the effects of the new environment on the drawing dassheld in
one of the new first floor rooms. "The excdlent light and other improved conditions have been
productive of very good results."

With cregtion of the federa income tax in 1913 great changes cameto Lenox. The new tax mede it
difficult for wedthy "cottagers' to build and maintain their pleesure homes. Locad estateswere either
subdivided or converted to ingtitutional uses However, the reputation of Lenox and the surrounding
Berkshires as anatural and cultural retrest had been established. With increesed automobile ownership,
the loca tourist economy would continue to grow through the 20* century. Artists and intellectuds, as
well as vacationers, continued to flock to the region. The population of Lenox kept gpace and heightened
goatid demandsat Lenox High Schoal.

In 1935, the Center School was destroyed by fire and Lenox High School temporarily accommodated
both its own and dlementary-level students. Between 1935 and 1936, high school dasssswere hdd a
the Schoal inthe momings and Center School sudents atended dassesthere in the aftemoons.

As aresult of an ingpection by the State Fire Marshall, the town was notified early in 1947 that the school
could not open in Sgptember unless certain improvements were completed. These were completedin
time for the beginning of schoadl inthe fall. At the same time, severd improvements were mede to
dassooms andfluorescentlighting was installed in many rooms. Changeswere dso made to theexisting
property in 1947 including an outdoor basketbal court, volleyball, softball, and football fieldsthat were
intended to compensate for the absence of a gymnasium.

(continued)
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At the 1946 town meeting, Lenox citizens passad an appropriation of $85,000 to congruct an additionto
the Lenox High School, whichwas designed by the Town's architect, Mr. Morris W. Maoney of
Springfield, Massachusetts. Flans for an addition to the Lenox High School were prompted by the lack of
Foecein the existing building for a gymnasum and vocational room. |n anticipation of the new facilities,
the school commiittee proposed adding acompulsory coursein Physica Education and Hedlth. A two-
year Vocational Course in Household Artsfor girlswas dso recommended.

The economic environment following World War 1l caused complications that delayed construction. [t
was reported that "generd business conditions and unsettled labor and materid markets' mede it
impossible to gt a firm bid from contractors. 1n January 1948, the Building Committee in their report
requested an additional appropriation of $55,000 to congtruct the addition and purchase necessaxy
equipment. The new addition was to contain "a modem science laboratory, avocationa room, a
gymnasium with bleachers seating approximately 450 persons (aso to be used as an auditorium sedting
600), a gage, abasketbal court 40 x 65 feet or two cross courts 30 x 53 feet, dso girls' and boys locker
and shower rooms." The project was completed inthe summer of 1948,

In 1963, the School Committee voted to congtruct anew high school.  In support of its decision, the
Committee cited an increase inthe number of sudentsand corresponding increese in teaching staff, the
goatid demandsof new curricular programs, and the complexity and cost of operating four school
buildings on separate sites. With thisinmind, grades 7-12 were consolidated a the newly congmcted
Lenox Memorial High School on September 7, 1966. Subsequently, the former Lenox High Schodl wes
converted to the Lenox Elementary School housing grades 4, 5, and 6. When amiddle school was created
a Lenox Memorid High School inthe 1970s, grades2-5 were rdlocated to the former Lenox High
School on Housatonic Street. Lenox schools were again reorganized in 1996. The former Lenox High
Schoal (by then renamed the Cameron School) continued to serve as an dementary schoal for two more
yearsuntil itwas closed in 1998. It then good vacant until 2001, when it was acquired for rehabilitation
& an assged living facility.

Lenox High School was re-dedicated the Marguerite E. Cameron Elementary School in Juneof 1983in
acknowledgment of Marguerite Cameron, the school's principal. Bom in Lenox and a 1939 graduete of
Lenox High School, Ms. Cameron was employed in the Lenox schoadls ance 1952. Ms. Camaon wes
supervising principa of the dementary schools from 1963 until her retirement in August of 1983. In
1972, e d0 served as acting superintendent of schools prior to the hiring of the current  superintendert,
Roland M. Miller. When asked to comment on her service inthe Lenox schools. Marguerite Cameron
sad, "We (the teachers) all did the best job we could to mekethe school abetter place for the children.”

(continued)
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The former principal's community involvement extended beyond her dedication to the school children.
Among her other roles. Marguerite Cameron was dected the first woman tmstee of Lenox Savings Bank
in 1973 and saved &s vice president of the Lenox Visiting Nurse Association.

Jonathan William Donohue, the architect for the Lenox High School in 1908-09, spent the magjority of his
care a6 the chief architect for the Roman Catholic Diocese of Springfield. A native of Springfield,
Donohue attended local schools and joined the civil engineering department of the Boston & Albany
Railroad in 1887. He was quickly promoted to chief of masonry constmction, apost previoudy hed by
his father. In 1898 Donohue entered the office of Springfield architect F. R. Richmond and remained
there until establishing his own officein 1906. Donohue maintained an officein downtown Springfield
over three decades and worked dmogt exclusively inthe westem part of the state. In addition to over
thirty churches, Donohue designed numerous convents, schools, and hospitds for the Diocese. Donohue
was published extensively inthe national architectural press, with eighteen buildings illustrated in The
American Architect infifteenyears. Three of his churcheswere included in the 1915 compilation
American Churches, including Our Lady of Mount Carmd Church in Springfield (1911, MHC SPR.190)
; which ~ with Saint Brigid'sChurch in Amhers (MHC AMH.238)~ is conddered anotable example of
his Italian Romanesque ecclesiagticad style.

The Lenox High Schoal isan early example of Donohues built work. Locally, Donohue completed the
Craftaman style, English Gothic-inspired Saint Vincent de Paul Catholic Church in Lenox in 1904 (MHC
LEN.327). Two other buildingsthat predate the Cameron School are the Saint Charles Church in
Pittsfield dating from 18%4 (MHC PIT. 182) and Saint Mary's Roman Catholic Church in Worcester, 1906
(MHC WOR.2063). The mgjority of Donohues scholagtic commissions are concentrated in the 1910s
and 1920sand are designed inadtilitarian style with a Jacobethan or Gothic-inflected facade. Lenox High
Schoadl istherefore stylistically unique within Donohues school architecture. With the Indian Orchard
Branch of the Springfield Public Library (MHC SPR.3165), it is one of only two known buildings
designed by the architect for aclient other than the Diocese.

(End)
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10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA
Verbal Boundary Description

"Beginning a apoint inthe northerly Hne of Housatonic Street, which point is one hundred and eighty
feet and six inches northwesterly from the Southwesterly comer of Ellen Johnson's house lot, thence
North 82° 50" west eighteen feet and six inches dong sad line to an angle in the same, thence North 68°
West one hundred feet and three inches dong sad line to another angle inthe same thence North 43° 30
West one hundred feet and four inches along said line to another angle inthe same, thence North 36°
West two hundred and sixty two feet and nine inches, partly dong said line and partly dong the esgterly
line of a new dreet, to an angle in sad line of said new street, thence North 13° 45" West two hundred and
ninety feet dong said line to the northwesterly comer of the land being described and to the southerly line
of ancther new dreet; thence South 78° 30" Eadt four hundred and sixty seven feet dong sad line tothe
northeasterly comer of the land being described and to the westerly line of another new sreet; once called
Feasant Avenue, thence South 5° 45" West five hundred and sixteen feet and nine inches dong said line
to the point of beginning and containing about three acres and thirty seven thousand seven hundred and
thirteen squeare feet of land.”

Intending to describe the Lenox High Schoal stein the Town of Lenox, Assessor parcel #7, containing
three acres plus 37,713 squeare feet (or 3.86 acres). The parcd islocated in the Stockbridge,
Massachusetts USGS quadrangle.

Boundary Justiflcation

The nominated property includes the entire parcd historically associated with the original Lenox High
Schoal.

(end)
Photographs

Photographer:  Ledie Donovan Date May 2004
Location of Negatives. Tremont Preservation Sarvices, 123 South Street - 4* floor, Boston, MA 02111

Wes and south elevation

View looking north, south elevation

View looking west, eest elevation, open field and gazebo
Interior view, first floor, looking southeest & main entrance
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The Commonwedth of Massachusats

William Francis Galvin, Secretary of the Commonwealth
Massachusetts Historical Commission

duly 152004

Ms. Carol Shull

National Regigter of Historic Places
Depatment of the Interior

Nationd Park Service

1201 Eye Street, NW, 8* floor
Washington, DC 20005

Dear Ms. Shull:
Endosed please fmd the following nomination form:
Lenox High School, 109 Housatonic Street, Lenox (Berkshire), MA

The nomination has been voted eligible by the State Review Board and has been signed by the
Sate Historic Preservation Officer. The owners of the property were notified of pending State
Review Board consideration 30 to 45 daysbefore the meeting and were afforded the opportunity
to comment.

Sincerdly,

Betsy Friedberg \J
National Regigter Director
Massachusetts Historical Commission

enclosure

cC. Ledie Donovan, consultant
Pau Feardra, Baan Patnas
Camaon House Assoddaes
Marda Brown, Lenox Higtoricd Commisson
Timathy Doherty, Lenax Board of Sdedimen
Linda Messag, Lenox Hanning Board

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, Massachusetts 02125
(617) 727-8470 » Fax: (617) 727-5128
www.state.ma.us/sec/mhc



