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DESCRIML THE BRESENY AND ORIGINAL (I{ known) PrYBICAL APPEARANCE

This Targe two-and~one-half story clapboard structure was constructed ca.
1857. The original high brick pillars in Flemish bond are now enclosed
(brick laid in American bond) for the creation of ground floor rooms. A
wide one-story veranda extends across the front of the house and is support-
ed by eight free-standing columns and two engaged columns with an inter-
columnar balustrade. A balustrade also runs along the wide wooden front
steps and on the porch roof. The medium-gable main roof with returns has
two massive hooded chimneys which allow for fireplaces in every room.

A central entrance has unusual octagonal glass insets that may have replaced
the original side and transom lights. There are two 6/6 windows to either
side of the doors on both floors; the second-floor double door is sheltered
by a small pent roof. The area beneath the veranda 1s screened as a porch.

The left side elevation has three small windows at basement level, four win-]
dows on the first and second floors, and a single window with sidelights th | ™
the gable. A slight variation 1s found on the right side of the structure: | m
the main floor has only three windows. _
A much smaller veranda is attached to the rear of the structure and, since =
there is no second-floor exterior door, the porch roof lacks a balustrade. e
The rear door has sidelights and 1s flanked by four windows. Centered -4
above that door 1s a roof-level window with sidelights and four windows 0
which match those below. This veranda may be a later addition, for the -
columns are much smaller than those at the front. A
INTERIOR -
Wide central halls traverse both floors and are connected by a broad stair- | ©
case with the original bannister; there are two rooms to either side of the | =
hall on each floor; the fireplaces have simple mantels and each room has “

wainscoting.

Under the wallpaper 1n the hall are carved the names of Union soldiers who
were in the house durfng the period when the house was abandoned (during
and just after the War Between the States).
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Windsor, a spaclous house amid moss-hung trees on Russell Creek, was
constructed ca. 1857 as a wedding gift to one of the sons of Edward
Whaley. This plantation was a major producer of sea {sland cotton.

Agriculture

The southern coastal islands were famous for the production of sea {sland
cotton, known for its long, strong, and silky fiber that brought handsome
profits to its owners. Although this varfety (which had come from
Bermuda) took almost twice as long to pick as inland cotton, its superior
quality made {t much in demand and brought larger profits.

Architecture

The large clapboard structure is a good example of a sea island
interpretation of Georgian architecture. Large verandas, wide halls,
spacious rooms with high ceilings, and a large number of windows were
the general requirements for an area of generally mild winters and hot,
humid summers., The high brick foundations, which elevated the structure
to catch the river breezes, also helped safeguard it against high tides.
The overly large rooms also indicated wealth; their massive fireplaces
r$quired the work of many servants to keep the house heated during the
winter.
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