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Indicate address on back of photo.
Staple to left side of form.

Sketch Map: Draw map showing structure's location
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Construction material stone, concrete, earth
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HATl OV REG STER (R TER A STATENENT (i applicable)

The Ashland Reservoir Dam and Spillviay aresignificant for their associationswiththe
Sudbury River water supply, thesecond source tapped by t heMetropolitanWater Board. The
dam and spillway are good exanples of water technology and design of thelate 19th century.
The spillway i nparticularly outstanding. Constructed of large granite blocks and stones, i t
is sculptural i neffect and al mst appears tobe a stream running through t hewoods. The daci
and spillway possess integrity of location, design, setting, materials, vvorknanship and
associations, and nmeet criteria Aand C of the NRHP. -

-

ARH TEOUA. 9 G\ H CANE Descrlbe i nportant design features andeval uate interns of ot her
structures wihin the comunity.

The Ashl and Reservoir Damand Spillwayis | ocatedin the Ashl and State Park i n the southern
end of Ashland; it is southwest of the threeFram ngham Reservoirs (3-2, 3, 4) withwhich i
is functionally and historically associated. The damis an earthenenbanknment, 54' above t
fl ooded neadowof the reservoir and 83" above bedrock. It has a concretecorewall about 8
thickat the bottomand 2 and 1/2' thickat thetop. The waterside of the damis covered

wi t h concretepavingand riprap; the dovhmstream sidewith 1' of loam The spillway is 630

I ong and i s constructed of graniterubblemsonrywith a seri esof heavily paved st eps of
granitelaidon concrete. The sidewalls are constructed of granite. The spillway is used t
channel overfl ow water down to Col d SpringBrook. The spillway has an unusual and handsone
scul ptural | ook that while mannmade, has al nost a natural | ook rem ni scent of a brook throug
t he woods. The only ot her conpar abl e exarrpl ein the syst emi s t he rel at ed Hopki nton spillwa

(4-~)y. . .. . L Do N A1
H SG\IFIODPCE' Explain historical inportance of structure and howthe structure relates
tosg evel opl nent e cgnmlunl P . .

The Ashland Reservoir Dam and Spl [lway was built i n 1885 as part of the Sudbury River supply

and storage system begun i nthe 1870s with thethree Franingham Reservoirs (3-2, 3, 4) and
t'ne Sudbury Agqueduct (Area B). The Ashland, Sudbury (seeArea F), and Hopkinton (4-4) Res-
ervoirs and dans were constructed i nthe 1880s and 1890s as dans #4, 5, and 6 respectively
to augment that system  The Ashland Dam was built across thevalley of Cold Spring Brook.
The gat echamber had two 48" pipes which could drqw water fromdifferent levels. | n 1927,
pipe was laid fromhere totheSudbury Reservoir i nanticipation of a water energency, but
was never activated. The gatehouse was denmolished i n 1976 due t o vandalism The reservoir
was turned over totheComonweal th (Department of Environmental Management at present) for

use as a state park. . , , - s L
BOUNDARY DESCRI PTI ON AND. JUSTI FI CATI ON " Pttt

The boundary of thedam and spillway i sconfined tothestructures themselves and does not
include any of thesurrounding |and. Large passive reservoirs such as the one formed by

this dam have not been included for nomnation due t otheir large size and lack of readily
perceivabl e man-nade features. The boundary i sshown i nredon theattached map, Ashland
Reservoir Land Plans, MetropolitanDistrict Conmission, Water Division, January 1927.

Scale: 1" = 100 -v.'
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Continuation Sheet
Section nunfiber Page

Water Supply System of Metropolitan Boston MPS
M ddl esex, Norfolk, Suffolk andWorcester Counties, MSSAXHEEITS
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COVER
1.  Ashland Dam and Spil | -way y-yff'o
2. Fram ngham Reservoir No. 3 Dam aad”Gat at o
3.  Fram ngham Reservoir No. 2 Damand Gat ehouse
4. Fram ngham Reservoir No. 1 Damand Gat ehouse
5. Hopkinton Damand Spillway '
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7. Medford Pipe Bridge v 'y ;
AyN> 8. Mddlesex Fells Reservoirs Historic District
9. MWstic Dam ?
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11. Mystic Punping Station * >
12.  Sudbury Aqueduct Linear District
13. Sudbury DamHistoric District
14. Weston Aqueduct Linear District
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Please refer to the map in the
Multiple Property Cover Sheet
for this property
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