
FORM F - STRUCTURE 
0 5 1989 

AREA 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
80 BOYLSTON STREET 
BOSTON, MA 02116 . 

FORM NO. 

4-3 

Town Ashland 

Address Ashland State Park 

Name Ashland Dam and Spillway 

Ownership: MDC/DEM 

Photo {3"x3" or 3"x5" black and white) 
Indicate address on back of photo. 
Staple to l e f t side of form. 

Public 

Private 

Type o f Structure (check one): 

I T 

Sketch Map: Draw map showing s t ruc ture 's locat ion 
in re la t i on to nearest cross s t ree ts , bui ldings 
and/or geographical features. Indicate a l l 
bui ld ings between inventoried property and nearest 
in te rsec t ion . 
Indicate nor th. 

see attached map 

bridge 
canal 
dam 

fort zmzm 
gate 

kiln z n z n i ; 
lighthouse 
other spillway 

pound 
powder house 
street 
tower 
tunnel 
wall ZZZZ 
windmill 

DESCRIPTION 

Date 1885 

Source Annual Report 

Architect Engineer/Designer (if known): 
n/a 

Construction material stone, concrete, earth 

Alterat ions (with dates) 
Al 

loss of gatehouse 1976 

Condition 

UTM REFERENCE 

A 19296560/4679900 
B 19297270/4679890 
C 19297280/4679670 
D 19297060/4679720 

USGS QUANDRANGLE Holliston 

SCALE 1:25,000 

Moved 
.nn Date 

Acreage approximately 14 acres  

Setting r u r a l , i n state park 

Recorded by J^ne r...ro1.r 

Organization T...-O W..... ... 
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HATlONAL REGISTER CRITERIA STATEMENT (if applicable) ' 
The Ashland Reservoir Dam and Spillv/ay are s i g n i f i c a n t for t h e i r associations with the 
Sudbury River water supply, the second source tapped by the Metropolitan Water Board. The 
dam and spillway are good examples of water technology and design of the late 19th century. 
The spillway i n p a r t i c u l a r l y outstanding. Constructed of large granite blocks and stones, i t 
i s sculptural i n e f f e c t and almost appears to be a stream running through the woods. The da.ci 
and spillway possess i n t e g r i t y of location, design, se t t i n g , materials, workmanship, and 
associations, and meet c r i t e r i a A and C of the NRHP. - .,_ , -- . 

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE Describe important design features and evaluate in terms of other 
structures within the community. 

The Ashland Reservoir Dam and Spillway is located in the Ashland State Park in the southern 
end of Ashland; it is southwest of the three Framingham Reservoirs (3-2, 3, 4) with which it 
is functionally and historically associated. The dam is an earthen embankment, 54' above the 
flooded meadow of the reservoir and 83' above bedrock. It has a concrete core wall about 8' 
thick at the bottom and 2 and 1/2' thick at the top. The waterside of the dam is covered 
with concrete paving and riprap; the dovmstream side with 1' of loam. The spillway is 630' 
long and is constructed of granite rubble masonry with a series of heavily paved steps of 
granite laid on concrete. The sidewalls are constructed of granite. The spillway is used to 
channel overflow water down to Cold Spring Brook. The spillway has an unusual and handsome 
sculptural look that while manmade, has almost a natural look reminiscent of a brook through 
the woods. The only other comparable example in the system is the related Hopkinton spillway-
(4-^). . ... ' • • . " ' ' : . " . .'r^yy'r 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE Explain historical importance of structure and how the structure relates 
to Che developinent of the community. . , . 
The Ashland Reservoir Dam and Spillway was b u i l t i n 1885 as part of the Sudbury River supply 
and storage system begun i n the 1870s with the three Framingham Reservoirs (3-2, 3, 4) and 
t'ne Sudbury Aqueduct (Area B). The Ashland, Sudbury (see Area F), and Hopkinton (4-4) Res­
ervoirs and dams were constructed i n the 1880s and 1890s as dams #4, 5, and 6 respectively 
to augment that system. The Ashland Dam was b u i l t across the valley of Cold Spring Brook. 
The gatechamber had two 48" pipes which could drqw water from d i f f e r e n t levels. In 1927, 
pipe was l a i d from here to the Sudbury Reservoir i n anticipation of a water emergency, but 
was never activated. The gatehouse was demolished i n 1976 due to vandalism. The reservoir 
was turned over to the Commonwealth (Department of Environmental Management at present) for 
use as a state park. . , . , ,- • . .......... 

BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION AND. JUSTIFICATION " ' '"•'"'" 
The boundary of the dam and spillway i s confined to the structures themselves and does not 
include any of the surrounding land. Large passive reservoirs such as the one formed by 
th i s dam have not been included for nomination due to their large size and lack of readily 
perceivable man-made features. The boundary i s shown i n red on the attached map, Ashland 
Reservoir Land Plans, Metropolitan D i s t r i c t Commission, Water Division, January 1927. 
Scale: 1" = 100' -v.' 

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES 
Bpston Water Board Annual Report. 10 January 1886, pp. 17-18. 
Internal Report. Desmond Fitzgernld to F. STearns on Sudbury River Works. 15 January 1989. 

pp. 17-19. 
Annual Report. Metropolitan Water Board. 1893. '..^A '•" 
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