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The Park Square Historic District is locatedinthe center of the city of
Pittsfield andi s conposed of a smal| oval park surrounded by comercial,
religious, cultural, and civic struct\ares. Located at t heconvergence of
four main streets — North, East, South, and Wst Streets — Park
Square i s a focal point both geographically and ftmctionally.

The Park Square District i s nade up of eight buildings, ranging i n age from
the first quarter of the nineteenth century totheearly twentiethcentury.
The district also contains several war menorials and a Civil Vér nonunent
which are located onthe |awn adjacent tothe Court House and the At henaeum
and onthe central oval park.

Five buil dings face south onthe park and ar edescribed bel ow from east
to west:

#1- The Berkshire County Savings Batnk Buil dingwas built between 1894 and
1896, and was designed by Francis R Allen of Boston and constncted' "by
Dodge and Devanny of Pittsfield, I1tsfirst twostories arelndiana |inme-
"stone and the upper four stories are Ronan brick. Thesixth floor w ndows
are set of f above the rest of the building with a w de decorative com ce
band above and a decorative string coiirse below. Adecorative band ver-
tically sei)aratesthetriple w ndow groupings onthe third, fourth, and
fitfth floors, and t helarger bays onthe first and second floors are un-

adorned. The building i s topped with a projecting com ce supported by
brackets.

#2-  The Congregational Church (First Church of Christ)is a Gothic Revival
buil ding designed by NewYork architect Leopold Eidlitz. Built in 183 """A
the church i s constncted of grey Pittsfield limestone laid in broken ashlar
and trimred with square quoins of rock-faced Geat Barrington bluestone.

The frame of the b\xilding i s nade of chestnut from Pittsfield and nearby
Lanesbor ough. The north-south ridge roof ends i n a facade gable with stidc
style truss work, below which i s athree-part Gothic window The nainen-
trance i nthe center of the south facade i s a heavy Gothic wooden door
flanked by small |ancet windows. Onthe southeast comer of thechiirchis

a clock and bell tower topped with gables adorned with finials and wooden
tmss work, A three-gabled nave with Gothic w ndows projectsslightly from
the east elevation, and as a counterbalance a small two-story ridge roof el |
extends onthe west end,

#3- The d d Town Hal |l (listed i n National Register inApril 1972), IBi?j i s
a two-story rectangular stmctiire which replaced anearlier [8th century
meeting house onthe square. | tishbhuilt of red brick'with the front and
back facades stuccoed. Thestucco i s extended aroind t hecomers and scored
to give theeffect of quoining. Gnthe front and back of the ridge roof i s
a bal ustrade of alternating solid panels and groups of turned posts. There
are twobrick chimmeys at each end of the building. 1 nl969-70thed d

Town Hal | wasrestored and internally renovated t oserve as a bank branch

and rental offices.

(Conti nued)
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#4- St, Stephen's Church was designed by the Boston architectural firm

of Peabody and Stearns, and i s English Gothic Revival instyle. 1tscorner-
stone was laid in1889, andtheedifice consecrated by the Ri ght Reverend
Phillips Brooks i n 1892. Thechurch i s built i n Longneadow brown sandstone
and i s distinguished byits central buttressed and crenel ated tower which

is 72 feet high. The stained glass windows i nSt. Stephen's are by Til -
linghast and Tiffany. A nodern addition has been nade t othe rear of the
stmcture.

#5- Totheeast of St. Stephen's i s the D Angel o-Bow by Bl ock whichi s
a plain brick two-story comrercial structiire built around 1920.

Pacing north on the park arethe following three buildings, described east
to west:

#6- The Berkshire County Court House was built in 1872 accordingto the
design of Louis Wisbein of Boston. Executed inmarble fromSheffield, the
three-story building i salater exanple of Lonbardi Ronanesque architectoore.

A pedinented pavilion projects fromthe center of the north facade. Two Tuscan
col ums support the front entrance above which i s a grouping of three ellip-
tically arched windows topped with a large fan w ndowwith keystone. Capping
the entire pavilion i s adentiled pedinment supported by large brackets and
containing an oculus. Flankingthe pavilion onthe first floor are groupings
of twoelliptically arched w ndows with keystones. Abovethese are simlar

wi ndow groupi ngs topped by third floor fan arches containing an ocul us and
keystone. Side elevationsaretreated simlarly. Anparapet supportedby
heavy brackets encircles the top of the building, and pilasters highlight

the upper two floors at each building angle. Asmall one-story twentieth
century annex, inasimlar style, i slocated tothe rear of the Court House.

#7- The Berkshire Athenaeum 1876, i s a'Venetian Gothic stmcture designed by
W liam Appleton Potter of NewYork. [tsprincipal material isrock-faced

Geat Barringtonbluestone relieved by polishedpillars of red Mssouri granite
and scul ptured com ces of red Longneadow freestone. A double hip roof central
bl ock i s flanked on either side by ridge roof sectionswith gables facingthe
street. (Gable edges and finials aredelineatedi ndark stone, and the roof
ridges aresurnounted by iron cresting, Anunber of dark string courses surround
the entire building. The central entrance has a Gothic arch with staggered
archivolts and alternating light and dark voussoirs. The Athenaeumwas en-
larged i n 1897 by a smal| addition t othe rear which has been attributed to the
Boston firm of Hartwell, Richardson and Driver.

#8- Also on the south side of the park i s arowof brick stmctures erected
during the third quarter of the 19th century and now occupi ed by stores on t he
ground |evel and apartments above.
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The Park Square Historic District i s significant as the center of Pittsfield' s
early devel opnent and as t hesite of the nation's first agricultural fair. The
town's first meeting house was btiilt here in 17*2, and i n 1790 t ownsnman John
Chandler Wlliams donated the nearby leind for a public park known as "Meeting
House Gmmon, " and now cal | ed Park Square. Originally the park was triangular,
al thou™ today it has assuned an oval shape.

Qe of the hi*lights of the park was a gi ant el mtree beneath whichLafayette
was wel coned i n June 1825 as he journeyed from Al bany t o Boston t o participate
in the laying of the cornerstone of the Bunker Hill Mnunent. The great el m
fell in 1861 when i t was 340 years ol d, as judged by an exam nation of the
annul ar rings, but the Park Square area remained t hecenter of the city. Here
soldiers mustered t ofight inthe Revolution, the Vdr of 1812, and the Civil
War, 1 nl872 a Civil Vr nontxnent designed by s(3ul ptor Launt Thonpson was
placed i nthe ijark t ohonor Pittsfield nen who served in the Union Atny,

Park Square achieved national significance when i n August 1810 the cointry's
first agricultural fair was held. The fair had grown out of a smaller expo-
sition i n 1807 when the exhibit under the old el mof the first two Marino
sheep seen i n New Engl and stimul ated a group of citizens toorganize a |arger
show of various kinds of livestock. Qut of this fair grewthe Berkshire
Agricultural Society for the Promotion of Agricultvire and Maniifactiires, which
becane the model for many simlar societiesthroughout the United States. Ex-
hibits by the Society stimulated the production of fine woolen broadclothin
the Berkshires, and i n 1813 El kanah Wat son, the originator of the fair, sent
cloth t oJames Madison for a siiit he wore at his presidential inauguration.

The nearby Town Hal | was al so used for some of the agricultural fairs, although
its primary function has been as t he seat of local govenment. From 1832 to
1892 it was known as Town Hall and between 1891 and 1968 as City Hall, 1t is
the ol dest existing city building inPittsfield and the only remaining public
building of late Jlederal architectiire. The A dTown Hall was accepted in the
Nati onal Register inApril 1972, andi s presently vised as a bank and office
buil ding. Fow U

The A dTown Hall was bttLIt and paid for by M. Lenuel Poneroy, a parishioner
of St. Stephen's Church, Hisoffer was designed tosatisfy the needs of the
town and al so t osettle a controversy between the town and St, Stephen's
parishioners, both of whomwanted the property on which the present chtirch
and Town Hal | are |ocated,

(Conti nued)
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The other church inthe district, the Congregational Ch-urch, i sbuilton

the site of the original Bulfinch church (1793) which was destroyed by fire
in 1851. Theoriginal clock i nthe Bulfinch church was saved fromthe fire
and installed inthe present church where it still operates. The Congrega-
tional Ch\irch has been served by a nunber of emnent pastors, five of whom
| ater becane presidents of such col | eges as Dartrmouth, Bowdoi n, Arherst,
Lafayette, and the University of M chigan.

The County Court House (1872) was bxiilt after Pittsfield was nade t hecounty
seat in1l by anact of the state legislature. Theproperty onwicht he
Court House i s located was t hesite of the hone of John Chandler WIIiams,
the donor of the park.

Next tothe Cotirt Houses stands the Berkshire At henaeum whi ch was financed

by three prom nent businessnmen i nthe community with the provision thati t

be afree and public library maintained by the town i nperpetuity. | n 1895
the private library of Dr. Oiver Wndell Hol nes was presented t othe At henaeum
by his sonJustice Oiver Wndell Holnes. Anong the library's prize possessions
is acollection of nenorabilia of Herman Melville whose Mbby Dick was written
inPittsfield.

To the present day Park Square has remained the center of m mcipal activity.
Band concerts areheld i nthe park and the traditional Christmas tree graces
the area during the holiday season. The Park Square buildings thenselves,
nany of which have been used for over a century, continue t oattract people
to this vital area of Pittsfield,
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Significance (continued)

The Park Square Historic District i salso significant as aninportant

groupi ng of buildings designed by a nunber of outstanding nineteenth
century architects. Not only are there exanples of the woik of Boston
architectural firms, but also two buildings designed by New Yoi k architects.
Among the architects represented i nthe district are Peabody and St eans,
Hartwel |, Richardson and Driver, Louis Wisbein, Francis R Allen, WIlliam
Appl eton Potter, and Leopole Eidlitz. It issignificant that the Park
Square bm di ngs represent the sophisticated work of these well-known
architects which was not conmon i nother western Massachusetts towns.

#10 Verbal Boundary Description

The northern boundary of thedistrict i sthe back property lines of the
properties which face onPark Place and East Street. The eastem boundary
is Wendel | Avenue, beginning at the bade property line of property #5
(sketch map), crossing East Street, andextending to the bade property
line of the Court House (#6 and #6A). The sout hem boundary i sthe

back property lines of properties facing East Street and Bank Row  The .
western boindary i sformed by South Street, beginning at Calvin Court, !
and North Street, ending at the back property line of #1.

UMRef erence (correction)

A 18/ 643760/ 4700930
B 18/ 643700/ 4700680
c 18/ 643540/ 4700700
D 18/ 643580/ 4700960
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Key to Mp:

1. Berkshire County Savings Bank (1894-96), 24 North Street

2. Congregational Church (First Chwxirchof Christ) (1853), 27 East Street
A d Town Hall (1832), 43 East Street

> w

St. Stephen's Episcopal Church (1889), 67 East Street
5 D Angel o-Bow by Blodc (c. 1920), 77-95 East Street

6. Beiicshire County Coiirt House (1872), 76 East Street
6A. Berkshire County Court House Annex

7. Berkshire Athenaeum (1876), 44 Bank Row

8. Commercial block (before 1876), 4-32 Bank Rw
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M. Charles Herrington, Chief
Regi stration %‘%
National Register of Historic Places T

National Park Service

S Departnent of the Interior
|8th and C Streets, NV

VWashi ngton, BC 20240

Dear Charles:

Encl osed please find one National Register nomnation form and one
set of supplenentary photographs for the follow ng properties:

1, Pittsfield, Park Sguare Historic District
2. WIIliamstown, Robinson House (current photographs for nom nation sent
to you 12/ 6/ 74)

Pl ease note that the Park Square District inPittsfieldis currently being
threatened by a road w dening which would take nuch of the lawn i n fromof
the Court House.

| would al so appreciate your anending the Robi nson House nom nation form
with the followi ng nane and address of the new owner: M, and Ms, Lennon,
Bul kl ey Street, WIIianstown, Massachusetts 01267.

Both of the above propertieshave been voted eligible for submssion by
the Massachusetts Historical Conmssion (the State Review Board) and have
been signed by the State Historic Preservation Officer, Elizabeth R Anmadon,

Sincerely yours.

Patricia L, Vsl owski
Survey Director
Massachusetts Historical Comm ssion

PLW] d
Encl osures
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22 July 1975

M, WIIliam Lebovich

Revi ew Uni t

National Register Office

Office of Archeol ogy and Historic
Preservation

National Park Service

LB Departnent of the Interior '

|8th and CStreets, NV

Washi ngton, BDC 20240

Dear M, Lebovich:

In response to your request of July 16, | amsending the attached
amendnents, additions, and corrections tothe National Register
formfor the Park Square HistoricDistrict inPittsfield, Mssachusetts.

|t there areanyfvirther ways i n which I canassist inthis form
pl ease call.

Sincerely,

~NJudy ]i/Dobbs
National Register Editor
Massachusetts Historical Comm ssion

Jjd

encl osure
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The North Street Commercial Block forms a cohesive com
mercial and architectural unit that conplenments t hePark
Square Historic District and t hecomrercial facades directly
opposite them onNorth Street. Historicallyand presently
these buildings constitute a large portion of Pittsfield's
central business district and should be retained.

After review of thelWAGapplication it appears that theCity

of Pittsfield has demonstrated an econonic need for theproject,
yet you have not fulfilled your responsibilities for environmental
review asrequired under Section 570.456(c)(5) of the WDAG regula-
tions and Section 106 of theNational Historic PreservationAct

of 1966. Your application i spremsed ondemolition of the
North Street Conmercial Block and does not explore alternative
mal | configurations that would incorporate ftie existing structures
into a newdesign.

The City of Pittsfield i srequesting 30.5t032.5million dollars
in Federal noney for parking, street inmprovements, and other mall
related actions. 8.5milliondollars of this nmoney will be used
for acquisition of theNorth Street Commercial Block, relocation
of its occupants and demolition of thebuildings. TheCity could
use that sane noney for | owinterest loans or grants t otheowners
for rehabilitationof their properties or you could rehabilitate
the facades and purchase protective easements. Cf the 53 busi-
nesses that you propose torelocate, 24 areoffices that could
probably be acconmodated i ntheexisting block, were i t to be
rehabilitated. Miny of the60to80 small stores proposed for

the mall could also behoused i nt hecomercial block. The possi-
bilities for reuse arenunerous and should be pursued.

The Massachusetts State Historic Preservation Officer and the
Massachusetts Office of State Planning have both expressed interest
in assisting theCity i nits devel opment of a satisfactory solution
to theissues addressed i nthis letter and have directed their

staff towork with youi nattempting t oformulate newplans that
woul d retain buildings i ntheNorth Street Coiranercial Block. Qur
meeting of Decenber 14benefited greatly fromthepresence of
architectural advisors, i nattendance at theinvitation of the State,
who contributed tothediscussion of alternative mall configurations
that would retain theexisting Conmercial Block. At that sane
meeting t hePyram d Conpanies presented a newplan that retained

tw of thebuildings i ntheNorth Street Conmmercial Block, denon-
strating that alternative configurations can be devel oped.



The Council anticipates continued discussion between the
State, the City of Pittsfield, and the devel opers concerning
the fornulation of plans that would retain the buildings in
the North Street Commercial Block. W are confidant that
the project can, with the cooperation of local, state, and
Federal governnents , accommodat e the needs of a regional
shopping facility while retaining the delicate balance of an
urban environmnent.

Should you have any questions concerning this.correspondence or
require additional assistance, call Sharon Conway at 202-254-3967.

Sincerely, A

M/ra F. Harrison
Assistant Director
Office of Review and Conpliance
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