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1. Name of Property
historic name Middlefield Center HD

other names/site number

2. Location

street & number 138-188 Skyline Trail and 7 Bell Road not for publication
city or town Middlefield vicinity
state Massachusetts code MA  countv Hampshire code 015 Zip code 01243

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1986, as amended, | hereby certify that this BTnomination
» request for detennination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of
Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property
H'meets ¢ does not meet the National Register Criteria. | recommend that this property be considered significant

* nationally « statewide s'locally. (¢ See continuation sheet for additional comments.)

Signature of certifying official/Title Brona Simon, Executive Director Date
Massachusetts Historical Commission, State Historic Preservation Officer

State or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property « meets » does not meet the National Register criteria. (¢ See continuation sheet for additional Comments.)

Signature of certifying official/Title Date

State or Federal agency and bureau /

fonal Park Service Certification
hereby certify that this property is: signatu , 1) ~7) /111 Date of Action
| entered in the National Register
» See continuation sheet.
» detenmined eligible for the
National Register
» See continuation sheet.
» determined not eligible for the
National Register
* removed from the
National Register
» other (explain):



Middlefield Center

Name of Property

5. Classification

Ownership of Property

(Check as many boxes as apply) (Check only one box)

X_private _ building(s)

X_public-local X district

_ public-State _ site

_ public-Federal _ Structure
_ object

Name of related multiple property listing
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.;

N/A

6. Function or Use
Historic Functions

(Enter categories from instructions)

DOMESTIC - single dwelling, secondary structure, hotel
COMMERCE - department store

GOVERNMENT - city hall, post office

RELIGION - religious facility, church-related residence
FUNERARY - cemetery

RECREATION and CULTURE - fair, monument
AGRICULTURE - agricultural field, animal facility,
outbuilding

7. Description

Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from instructions)

No Style

EARLY REPUBLIC - Federal

MID-19™ CENTURY - Greek Revival

LATE VICTORIAN - ltalianate, Queen Anne

LATE 19" CENTURY REVIVALS - Colonial Revival
LATE 197/ EARLY 20 C. MOVEMENTS - Craftsman
Mixed

Narrative Description

Hampshire, MA
County and State

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.)

Contributing Noncontributing
36 22 _building
8 0 sites
structures
objects
54 25 Total

Number of contributing resources previously listed
in the National Register

0

Current Functions

(Enter categories from instructions)

DOMESTIC - single dwelling, secondary structure
COMMERCE - department store

GOVERNMENT - city hall, post office

SOCIAL - meeting hall

RELIGION - religious facility
FUNERARY - cemetery

RECREATION and CULTURE - museum, fair-
monument

AGRICULTURE - agricultural field, animal facility,
outbuilding

Materials

(Enter categories from instructions)
foundation  Stone, Brick, Concrete

walls Wood, Stone, Synthetics

roof Asphalt, Tin

other

(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)
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ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION

Middlefield, MA, islocated in the Berkshire Hills, which are the eestern foothills of the Green Mountains, between the
Wegt and Middle Branches of the Westfidd River. Known fromthe 19* century as atown in the "Hampshire Highlands"
Middlefield condsts of hilly uplands with an average devation of about 1,600 feet. The vdleysof the Wedtfidd River
branches define afairly leve plateau, which dopes gently to the southeest. Three tributaries of the Westfidld River flow
to the southeedt and divide the plateau into smdler sections. In the northeagtan part of the town, Glenddle Brook empties
into the Middle Branch of the Westfidld River and sats off the portion of the town containing the smdl hamlets of Smith
Hollow and Glenddle. In the westem part of the town, Factory and Cales Brooks empty into the West Branch of the
Westfidd River. Thehamlets of Blush (or Factory) Hollow and Bancroft are located dong Factory Brook.

Middlefield Center islocated on the secondary plateau, defined by Glendde Brook on the northeest and Factory Brook on
the southwest. Thisisthe largest andflattestareaiin the town, and was thefirst to be inhabited by colonid settlers.

Middlefield is an isolated Hampshire County town thet, like many of its neighbors, hes greet visua goped gemming from
both its naturd and architecturd past. The Middlefield Center district liesmainly dong Skyline Trail, which travelsina
northeest-southwest direction, with two roads, Bell and Town Hill, intersecting this main gregt to form the core of the
digtrict. This core areacontains the church, gore, and old town hal (now a senior center and hitoricd musaum), as well

& anumber of dosdy gpaoad resdences. As one moves north or south, avay from the mogt densdy populated areg, the
houses are goeoed farther gpart, withfiel dsand woodland intergpersad among them. To the eedt, ashort disance up Bell
Road, lies the agricultura fairgrounds, a complex of buildings st within alarge opening in the woodland. The outlying
aress of the district, which encomypess the back lots of the residences dong the road, condst of openfiel dsand woodland,
alowing beautiful short range and digant views, especidly to the west where the land falls avay and reveds the
Berkshiresin the digance.

Middlefield Center did not begin to devdop until after 1783, the year in which Middlefield was incorporated. In fact,
between 1769, when settlement begen in Middlefidd territory, and the 1783 incorporation, the Center wes the site of only
afew smdl dwelings where familieslived while building their larger, more pamanart homes Noneof these early
houses remains 0 Middlefield Center does not have Georgian style housss among its earliest buildings. Rather, the
architectura higtory of the Center begins with the Federd style.

Federal Style (1776-1820)
Resdentid Buildings

Approximatdy a dozen Federd period houses survive in Middlefield, including severd well-

presarved examples in the Center. These houses condtitute asignificant portion of the totd standing buildingsin thetown,
and are generdly consarvative in form; dmogt al of them have center-chimney plans. Of particular note during this
period, however, was the use on severd of the buildings of reeded comer pilasters, an unusudly devdoped styligic detail
for the region. Though the town's origind megtinghouse burned down in 1901, it does retain two of its origina tavems &
well astwo of itsearlies dores Seven Federd-gyle houses, one of the tavems, and the two gores are located in the
digtrict.

(continued)
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The 1 /2-gary el onthe Danid Chgpman Housa 140 Skyline Trail (MHC# MIF.20, photograph 3), a the northernmogt
ad of thedigtrict, may be the dldest building in the Center, datingto 1780. The earlier section hes an end-geble roof with
subgantid retums above amoderatdy wide frieze. 1t isthree bays wide and two bays degp. The catter entrance on the
southwest-facing facede isa Federd-yle, trabested entrance. Itistall and narrow in proportion, and is composed of
narrow pilagters supporting ahigh entablature enclosing afive-lighttransom. There have been severd window dterations
ontheel, with two I5ay windows inserted on the west, and a contemporary stock, curved, bay window added on the south
facade. Atrightangestothe dl isatwo-story, east-facing main block under an end-gable roof that was added in 1802
The eet facade is composad of three bays, and the south of three bays. The center door of the eadt facade is virtually
identicd to the door surround onthe older ell, but hes had aprojecting pediment added ebove the entablature, and the
transom hes bean filled in. Trim on this section iswell detailed, with eaves making full retums on the west to form a
pediment facing the dreet. A singlegtory ell, with a shed-roof porch on the eedt, extends on the north to connett to a
livestock bam.

The Josgph and Hlizabeth Blush House 160 Skyline Trail (MHC #MIF. 18 - photogrgph 6), built in 1783, isa 2/2-gory
Federd housewith an end-gable roof and acanter chimney. A sngle-gtory €l on the eegt connects to acarriage bam,
actudly the original Center Didtrict schoolhouss, moved to its presant location in 1867. The block of buildings cregtes a
farmyard on the south, an arangement that dso devedoped a the Danid Chgpmen House' Thefive-bayhouse hesa
center entrance on the dreet facade, and athree-bay south facade that indudes asscondary  entrance on the southeast
comer, an arangemeant that dlowed the separation of thetavermn from the rest of theinn. The exterior of the house is
smplebut well detailed, with both west and south entries framed with tall, trabested surrounds enclosing glazed transoms
Come pilagters are panded, an unusud feature inMiddlefield. Seehin the main block of the houseis 12/12.

The Thomes Blossom House 172 Skyline Trail (MHC #MIF. 12). built in 1787, isa 1/2-dary cape-dyle house moved to
its presat location ca 1830 from Bell Road. The south facing, end-gable house hes acanter chimney, and isfour bays
wide on the west sde and five bays on the south. The west facade windows on the second floor follow a pattern found
lessfrequently in the hill townsthan in Franklin and Berkshire Counties: two center windows with 66 saeh areflankeda
each 9de by aamdler par offixed,four-light seeh, st just beneeth the raking eaves Thisisan arangemeant that
permitted more light in the attic floor, but was frequently reduced to two center windows in many cgpe-dyle houses of the
aea An dl and bam on the eet aregte acomplex plan, and alow gone patio on the south connects the building to its
dightly doping site. Trim onthe Fedard houseis Smple, with flat sock creeting the center door surround and window
aurrounds. Seghisacombination of 66 and replacement 12/12. Two shedroof dormerswere added to the original
dructure on the et Sde.

The Edmund Kdso House 164 Skyline Trail, ca 1811 (MHC #MIF.16 - photogrgph 8), isan Adamesue Fedad dyle
building. Two gories in height benesth a front-gable roof, the building hes asingle-gtory, hipped-roof €l on the south,

and asingle-gtory, gable-roofed wing on the north. The main block of thefinely proportioned building hes a front-gable
roof, the eaves of which retum fully to form aflushboardedpediment. A broad entablature isfound benegth the eaves on
the west facade, but does nat continue around the house, as isusudly the caee in Middlefield. Thisgivesit the gopeasrance
of breeking forward from the facade. The high-style intentions of the 19*-century builder are mede dear by the presance
of apair of reeded comer pilagters a each end of the entablature. Thismotif, which may well come from an architecturd
handbook of the period, isrepeated a the center door surround of the three- bay west facade, where apair of resded
pilagters frames the tall Federd surround and endoses asingle glazed transom. A projecting pediment was added above

(continued)
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the original door surround. The center door and full-length 12/12 seeh on thefirst floor may dete from the remodding theat
took place when the gtructure wes converted to its commercid use between 1848 and 1858, These dterations ramaned in
place when the building was converted to aresdence ca 1860.

The Timothy Root House 147 Skyline Trail, ca 1827 (MHC #MIF.36 - photograph 13) was built in the Carter but later
moved further north to its presant location and st behind alow gonewall. The house, which is 22 dories in height
uder an end-gable roof, the house may have bean dther an dl of an earlier building or a sgperate Sructure. Fenedtration
isirregular on both floors. First-floor sseh is 99 and 12/12, and second-floor sseh is 96 in the outer four baysand 12/8 in
the center bay. The houseisasingle bay in depth. A porch with adigant view extends acrass the west facade, with a
piazza extension on the south. A central door surround on the eedt facade isflankedby apair of 12/12 saeh, addtail often
found in Berkshire County Federd residences, with the windows acting as broad siddights to the entry. Some of the
detailing, including the door surround (an unusud trestment if the building was origindly an ell), and the addition of twin
exterior chimneys, may have bean Colonia Reviva dterations mede a the time that the building was moved to its new
dte, ca 1908. Thefirst floor dso indudes apair of 99 windows and asingle 98 window.

The James Dickson House 126 Skyline Trail, ca 1827 (MHC # MIF.21 - photogrgph 2), dso st behind agone wall but
congructed on abrick foundation, isaconsarvative Fedad house with an end-gableroof and cater chimney. The 2-/2
gory hillside houseisfive bays wide and three bays degp. A secondary entry on the south facade isafeature dso found &
the BlushHouse. The main canter entry isatrabested surround that endosesatall, sngle-glazed transom.  The transom
hes been ditered fromits origina state, having been composad of a fanlight as late as 1978. Seeh on thefirst floor are
12/12, and on the ssoond they are 12/8. Thare isa 1/2-gary wing on the north, with adormer, two casamant windows,

and an added bay window on the first floor. North of the dll is an atached, two-bay garage with afanlight in its exposd
gable There isdso adngle-gory kitchen el on the south. The outbuildings are alarge gambrd-roofed dairy bam, ca
1890, and a ssoond garege.

The Blush Tavem Hogtdry. 162 Skyline Trail, ca 1820 (MHC # MIF. 17) wes origindly a sgparate building onthe
grounds of the Blush Tavem. The building was remodded for use as a single-family resdence by Sardis Putnam ca
1830-1837, and was moved to its presant location by Josgoh and Mary Blush, ca 1837. When it wes moved, thetwo-
gory, end-gable building was reoriented with its gable end to the dreet. The houseis two bays degp and three bays wide
on the south facade, with an additiond fourth bay insarted on the first floor. The center entrance on the south facade hes a
trabeated surround, and the windows have smple drip cgp surrounds. Seeh are 12/12. A single-gtory €ll was added to the
eadt facade, cregting an L-shaped plan.

Burid Ground

Also dating from early in this period, the Mack Cameteary. 184 Skyline Trail, ca 1783 (MHC # MIF.800), isthe oldex
camdeary in the town and contains the graves of severd of thetown's earliet residents, including many of the Mack
family. Identified by asmdl wooden sign, the cangtery hes gpproximatdy twenty heedgtonesin varying condition. Mogt
of the gones are in rows running northysouth, but afew rows run eesthivest. There are two heeddonesin red sanddone
caved with angd heeds while the remaining gones are granite and limestone. Mot have pos-1850 Neo-dassicd motifs,
including ums and willow trees.

(continued)
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Grek Revival Style (1820-1850)
Resdentid

The mid-19th century was among the mogt progperous periods in Middlefie d's history and the Gresk Revivd syleis well
represanted. The earliest house in the Center from this period isthe Dr. Warren House 158 Skyline Trail, ca 1823 (MHC
#MIF. 19 - photogreph 5). ItisaGrek Revivad houseon brick foundations. Brick continues to be an unusud foundation
materid for this period in westem Massachusatts and its presancein the digtrict isexplained by the fact that the
brickworks, which hed operated during the previous period on the nearby property of the James Dickson House continued
to gperate. The front-gable, 2/2-gory house hes asdehdl plan with transverse geble bays on the north and south facades,
and atwo-gtory, three-bay long rear wing, that attaches to abam, forming acomplex plan. According to Middlefield
higorian Edward C. Smith, the Warren housewes the first in the town to be built with addehdl| plan, and thefirst to uea
Franklin gove for hegting rather than the centrdfireplacedack of earlier periods. Desgned in the Gresk Revivd style,
the housgs eaves make afull retum on the west or sregt facade to endose a pediment, within which isst an arched
fanlight. This pedimented field is repeated, without the fanlight, on both north and south transverse geble bays. The entry
aurround istrabeated with three-quarter length siddights beneeth an added shed-roof portico. The south bay hesan
Itdianate-gyle panded bess, suggedting both transverse bayswere later additions. On the south fafade, ashed-roof porch
hes d0 been added and partidly endosed. A variety of windows gopears on the housg, including 2/2, 4/4, and 6/6.
Comerboards a the Dr. Warren house are paired, fluted pilagters, adetall that, aong with the use of the more modem
sdehdl plan, dgnds the high-gyle intentions of the builder.

The Edmund P. Morgan House 166 Skyline Trail, ca 1832 (MHC # MIF.45), was built next door to the Mack Generd
Sore (se below). Thetwo bear agtriking resamblance to one ancther, both being 2/2- story, front-gabled, Gresk
Revivd-style buildings of generous proportions. The Morgan house hes seen many dterations, including vinyl
replacement windows, agphdt siding, and an exterior cament block chimney which cutsthrough the eaves but retains
some of itsimportant details. Aswith the sore, the eaves make full retums to form a pediment. The pediment on the
Morgan house dso contains awindow endosad within amolded surround with comer blocks, but here the window is
composed of a angle, 5/5-light rectangular opening. The sidehdl entry hes abroadly proportioned Gresk Revivd
aurround with wide, fluted pilagters enclosing haf-length sddights and afull, five-light transom.

The Congregetiona  Parish House 159 Skyline Trail, ca 1835. (MHC # M1F.44), isds0in the Grek Revivd style. The
house, now shingled in agphdt, istwo and ahalf sories beneath afront-gabled roof. A typica sdehdl plan house it is
three bays wide and four degp. A sngle-story el on the south Side ataches to agarage, creating an L-shaped plan. Gresk
Revivd detail ismodest, conssting primarily of a trabested door surround enclosing full-length Sddights, awide frieze a
the comice, and an oculus in the gable end of the house Seeh is6/6 and 4/4.

Commerdd

Although the Mack Gengrd Store. 168 Skyline Trail (MHC # MIF. 15 - phatograph 10), was congtructed in 1804 during
the Federd period, it was moved to its presant site ca. 1830, a which time it wes dtered to reflect the Gresk Revivd style.
The 2/2-gory, front-gabled gore isthree bayswide and five baysdegp. A onegtory, shedroof porch, with a amdl
oantared pedimant, faces the dreet onthe west. Abovethis, theflushboardedpediment of the main building contains two,
six-light openings enframed in amolded surround with comer blocks. Thisis the only gable-field window of itstype in
Middlefield.

(continued)
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A contemporary, sscondary entranceon the south facade leeds to the town pogt office, which islocated in the reer of the
dore. Seoond tory seeh are 6/6.

Ingtitutiona

Incorporating both Gresk Reviva and the succeeding Itdianate styles Smply becauseit iscompased of two buildings
dating from those periods, the Congregationd Church. 167 Skyline Trail. 1791-1903 (MHC #M1F. 14 - photographs 9
and 14) isfinally edectic dueto the addition of a third dement, the beltower, which datesfrom 1903. Flaced onthe 1701
foundation of the First Congregationd Church, which bumed in 1901, the current church building is mede up of three
blocks. Thefirst block, thel 'A- gory sanctuary dating from 1847, is Grek Revivd in style. Temple front in compostion
with apedimeted gable, wide frieze divided by anarow fillet, and comer pilagters, this section, like the other main block
of the current building, was moved in 1903 and dtered by the removd of its entrance and the subdtitution of three paired,
ached windowsin the Itdianate style on its eedt facade. In the geble field isa semicdircular Sained-glass window, within
which issgt acircular rase window. Thiscompostion presumebly datesfrom ca 1903-04. The second block, varioudy
dated, isthe parish hdl, ahipped-roof section sgt back from the plane of the sanctuary onitsnorth sde. The parish hdl
sction istwo bayswide and two bays degp. Windowsin this section are shorter versons of the arched openings in the
sanctuary. In the angle formed by the junction of thetwo main blocksisa2/2-gory bell tower that contains the entrance
to the building. Thisthird section of the building, congmcted in 1903-04, hes asquare, 1 Vi- dory bese that repedts the
comer pilagters benegth awide frieze found in the sanctuary section.

Thetower may, infact, contain the origind Gresk Reviva door surround that was removed from the sanctuary. Itisa
tall, trebested surround, the entablature of which hes awide frieze divided by anarrow fillet. The opening isfilled with
double-lesf, panded doors. The paired, arched windows found onthe other two blocks recur on the north Sde of the
tower. The ssoond dage of the tower Stson top of the truncated-hipped roof of the first. It hes four louvered belfry
openings, and a each comer are three pilagters. A bdl-shaped mansard roof thet contains an oculus on eech of its four
ddes topsthisgage A row of overszed dentils between the first and ssoond stories adds visud interest.

Italianate Style (1850-1870)
Resdentid

The Oliver Church House 161 Skyline Trail. 1889 (MHC # MIF.24 - photograph 7), isane of the mogt daborate
examples of the Itdianate syle in the hilltowns. The mainblock of the two-gtory houseis souarein plan, three bays wide,
and three beysdep. Thare isatwo-dory dl onthe west. A drict symmetry and order mle the exterior design of the
building. In the center of a truncated-hipped roof is arectangular bdvedere that isilluminated by Itdianate arched
windows. Theroof is given variety by athrough-cornice dormer, with an oculus opening, on the esdt facade. The canter
door surround on the eedt facade hes an arched, double-door openingflankedby full-length windows of 2122 sseh.
Window surrounds havefull enteblature lintels. The street-facing eedt facede hes ahipped-roof porch resting on paired
and bracketed souare piers. The middle piers support an arched entry.  Second-floor windows have ssgmentelly arched
lintdls, and the centrd opening isapair of segmentdly arched windows. The south facade, facing Town Hill Roed, is
composd onthefirst floor of two baysflankingacenter door, beneeth an arched portico supported by square piers. The
three-dded baysof 2/2 seeh have panded beses The north facade dso hes athree-dded bay on itseetem end. The west
wing of the househes agde porch thet isaso supported by Itdianate piers. Omament on the houseis generous and well

(continued)
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preserved. Pared brackets a the widdly extended roof eaves a the bays and on the bdvedere are scrolled and separated
by curved dentils. A gone fountain, ca 1830 (MHC # 924). isin the yard to the south of the house Approximatdy five
feetin height, it conddts of a drgped femdefigurebaancing an um on her shoulder and sanding on aplinth in the center

of ashdlow, latus-shaped bowl that isitsalf supported on ahexagond pedesd.
Ingtitutional

The Agricultura Fairgrounds and Buildings. 7 Bell Road. 1859-1981 (MHC # MIF.33), isacomplex of buildings
congmcted over aperiod of morethan one hundred years: A chain-link fence endoses the sevard-acre site. Likethe rest
of the plateau onwhich itislocated, the fairground ste generdly dopes to the west. The ground rolls gently, with a
number of aress of exposed ledge. Upon this bese sits acomplex of fourteen buildings. The entry road from Bell Roed
leeds pagt asmdl board-and-batten ticket booth and winds though the Ste to the main building, the Agricultural Hall.

Thefirst building congtructed on the fairgrounds wasthe Agricultural Hall (MHC # 33). built in 1859 to house the
exhibits of the Ladies Auxiliary tothe fair. Thebuilding isfairly utilitarian, 2f2 gories high, with afront-gabl etin roof,
and gts on afiel dstonefoundation. The roof hes boxed eaves with no retums, but does have araking comice. The main
block isthree bayswide and five degp. Windows are 6/6 seeh with drip molds. The north and west facades are board-
and-batten sded, while those on the eest and south are dgpboard Sded. To the esdt of the main block, alater, one-gory
dining el dts on apoured-concrete foundation. Thistwo-by-five-bay dl is dgpboard-sded benesth atin-covered gadle
roof and it hes &6 sash. On the north facade isa shed-roof entry portico, and to the south a sscondary onegtory kitchen
wing, two bays degp, and dso dded in dgpboards. On the south sde of the hdl isalow, poured-concrete well house
covered with agable roof. The ground isgraded stegply up one Sde to contain water line coimectionsto surrounding
outbuildings.

Quen Anne Style (1870-1900)
Resdentid

Very little congruction took place in the town during this period, however there are two examples of the Quean Anne
dylein the Cantar. Thefirstisthe house a& 148 Skyline Trail, ca 1890 (MHC # MIF.37). Itisal Vi staiy, front-gable,
dgpboard house that Sts on afieldstonefoundation. It isthree bayswide with asdehd| entry on the west fagade, behind
a shedroofed porch onpogts  To the north of the main block isaamdlfieldstonewing of two baysfollowed by a
shingled garage. On the south Sde there isasngle-gtory wing, one bay long, that hes two triple windows on its southem,
gable end. Decoraive shingles fill the segpped front gable on the main fagede, in Quean Anne fashion. Seehisall
replacement 2/1.

Ingtitutional

The other example of the Quean Anne styleis Middlefield'sOld Town Hall. 169 Skyline Trail. 1901 (MHC #MIF. 13 -
photogreph #11). It isa2/2-gtory building with afront-gableroof. Three bays wide and five bays degp, the building hes
modest brackets a the eaves of its date roof, and ahipped roof porch on tumed supports that are bracket-supported. The
porch hes incorporated in its design a recently

(continued)
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congmated aooess ramp. The canter entry hes itsoriginal broad, panded door. A scroll-cut, bracket-supported hood
shdtersa ssoondary entry on the north fagade. A row of dassroom windows on the south facade hes large-scale, 6/6
saeh, while the remaining windows in the building are 2/2. Surrounds have drip-cap lintdls.

Colonid Revivd (1880-1915)
Resdentid

After the tum of the century, congmction of new houses picked up somewha as the town became apopular summer
resort area Sevard buildings were remodded s inns, and anumber of Colonial Reviva and Craftaman-gtyle summer
homes were built. At the southem end of the digtrict, the Mrs. Robats House 187 Skyline Trail. 1915 (MHC #MIF.51 -
photogrgph 12), isarambling and edectic verson of the Colonid Revivd style. It iscomposad of four sections, eech of
which gpopesrs to represant avariation on aColonid-erahouseform. From the south, the first section isaone-gtory wing,
two baysin width, under an end-gableroof. It hes an end-wadl chimney, axd ssehis8/12. Thissection suggedts the gyle
of the early Tidewater housss of the 18th century. The ssoond section isathreebay block of 1 Vz gories, with an end-
gable roof extending on the eedt to form a porch on four columns. A shedroof dormerri sesabove the porch ad islit by
three 88 windows. This section suggestsa type of house brought to the south, and Louisanain particular, by the French
during the 18th century. An interior chimney islocated on the singleri dgeof the second and third sections Thethird
section isfour bayslong, with 812 saeh. The section is 2/2 stories high, and hes an exterior end-wdl chimney. A pet
roof between the first and ssoond gories, recaling the Dutch colonia homes of Pennsylvania, diginguishes it. A
pedimented portico extendsfrom the part roof. The fourth and final section of the house st beck from the third block, is
2/2 gories with acenter chimney initsend-gableroof. Fivebayslong, thefirst fioor fenedration isirregularly soeced,
and composd of 812 and 4/8 windows. Second-floor windows are 3/6. This section hes agarrison overhang, which
together with the center parged chimney suggests Firat Period and Georgian architecture of New England. Thareis an
open, shed-roofed porch on the north end of the house, under ahipped roof. The houseis three bays wide and four bays

dep.

As mentioned earlier, the Timothy Roat House may have undergone Colonia Revivd dterations, including the central
door surround on the eedt facade and the addition of twin exterior chimneys, a the time the building was moved to its new
dteca 1908.

Craftsman Style (1915-1930)
Resdentid

Middlefield Center hes three Craftaman-style houses dating from the first decades of the 20th century. The fieldstone
Chales W. Saw House 151 Skyline Trail, ca 1915 (MHC # MIF.40 - photogreph 4), isaveryfineexample of the style.
It is 1 VI gories in height, and extends on the eedt to form asmdl porch onfieldstonepiers. Twotall exterior chimneys,
dso offieldstone,are placed asymmetricaly on the north and south Sdesof the house. A hipped dormer is centered on
the main facade. On the south there isashed-roof wing, and on the north asmall, shingled wing under agabled roof.
Exposd rafters a the eaves of the house and itswings are Craftsaman-gtyle detalls, as isthe low prafile of the house and
the use of mixed locd materids, includingfiel dstoneand shingles Seeh on the house is double-hung, with diamond
penes aboveasngle light. A wood shed and gonewdl house are outbuildings that continue the Craftaman style.

(continued)
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TheDavid C. Coe House 173 Skyline Trail, ca 1920 (MHC #M1F.46), a ssoond outstanding example of the Craftaman
dyle in nativefiel dstone,hes many similaritiesto the Shawv House: Thesamelocd builder, Sanud Bennett, isthought to
have built both. The 1 /2-gory, hipped-roof Coe House dso hes gone piers supporting ashed-roof porch, an exterior
fieldstone chimney, and rafters exposad a the eaves The dormers on the Coe House are shed roofed, and a glassedhin
Sde porch was added in the mid-1960s on the south facade. Seeh are 6/1.

TheGriffin House & 157 Skyline Trail, ca 1920 (MHC # MIF.43), isnot as architecturdly distinct as the other two
houses but hes Craftaman characteridics aswell. 1t isa2/2-gory, shingled house with an end-gable roof. The man
block of the building isthree bays wide and two bays degp, with a one-gtory wing on the south, and ashingled, hipped-
roof porch on the north, forming a complex plan. The roof extends in awide overhang, with the style's characterigtic
expod rafters. A shed roof portico on the eedt is supported on decorative king-post truss brackets. This house
dso hes an exteriorfieldstonechimney, but it is more omate than those a the other two Craftsman housesin the
Center, as it has abasket handle offieldstoneat itstop. Windows here are replacement 1/1 sash.

Institutiona

A number of utilitarian buildings of various Szeswere added to the fairground complex during this period, ca. 1930. The
largett of theseis agrandgand/judges bam (MHC # MIF.913) west of the Agricultural Hall. It istwo stories high, with
vertical sding and ashed roof Thebuilding hes no glazing, but large swinging doors can be opened on thewest Sde to
permit the viewing of animd events. Hanking the grandgand isapair of gpen bleeches (MHC # MIF.914) offering
additiona seeting. Other buildings of this period indude abanddand (MHC # MIF.915). afood gand (MHC # MIF.921).
and aandl utility building ussd as aconcession gand (MIF.925). The banddand and concesson gand have been moved
sverd times dnce condruction, but now st to the west and the north, repectively, of Agricultural Hall. The bandgtand
isgquarein planwith ahipped roof and exposad rafters in Craftaman style, and sheres the vertical siding of the
grandgand. The one-gtory food sand hes asmple gable roof and is Sded with board and batten. Like the grandgtand, the
ddes of thesebuildings fold down to form unglazed openings whenin use The amdlest building, the concesson gand,
dtstothe eedt of thehall. It isone gory in height, one bay degp and two bays wide, with afront-gable roof The poultry
building (MHC # M1F.926) is ane gory in height benegth a gable roof and hes verticd siding. It islocated north of the
dining hal and isnow usd for orage

In 1966, afl agpol ewss added dong the entry road leeding to Agricultural Hall. It issst in concrete with amed plague
bearing the inscription "Presented by the Hampden County Radio Association, June 1966." Five buildings have bemn
added to the fairgrounds dance 1970. Thefirst were ashegp pavilion (MHC # MIF.928) congructed in 1974, and two
cattle pavilions (MHC # M1F.932. 933) congructed in 1975 and 1976. Each bam hes abraced timber-frame gtructure
with atin gableroof Hoorsare dirt, and walls are covered in wood from ground leve to three feat and open to the roof
above that point. Each bam isthirteen bays long, with entries & each end and in the middle of eech side. 1n 1977 an open
pavilion for animd events was added west of the grandstand. Thebuilding frame ismead and indudes araised wood
platform for an announcer. The mod recent additions weare mede in 1981, when a bathroom and gorege shed were added.
Both have gained wood siding and metd roofs. All dements in this paragraph are noncontributing.

(continued)
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Neo-colonial Style (1915-1940)
Resdentid

Thehousea 156 Skyline Trail, ca 1940 (MHC #MIF.42), isa 1 Yi -story, Neo-colonid style, cgpe-form house
congmcted on conarete block foundations. Itisfive bays long and two wide. A amdl entry portico on pogsfaces the
road from the west facade. An open porch begins on the south Sde and wraps around the west where it medts a one-dory
kitchen ell, which isone bay degp. Afieldstonechimneyrisesfrom the center of the housa Windows are 6/6.

Monuments

The Canter hes ssen severd monumeants erected over the course of the 20th century. On asmdl plot of grassin front of
the town garage liesthe Baptist Church Memorid, ca 1906 (MHC # MIF.9112). Surrounded by aU-shgped stone wall
about four feet high, the monument—a granite sone about three feet by three feet, with amooth faces and rough edges—
bears the inscription "On the ledge badk of this sone sood the Baptist Church of Middlefield 1847-1903" and it ligs the
names of the pagtorswho saved the church.

In front of the new town offices, amonument dedicated to David Mack, 188 Skyline Trail. 1906 (MHC #MIF.929). is
medke of rough granite insgt with a metd plate upon which iswritten, "In the cemetery yonder lies buried Col. David Mack
17501845 ane of the foundersof the town of Middlefield 1783 in honor of whoseintegrity public spirit and enterprise
thismemorid iserected by his great-grandchildren 1906 A.D."

A dightly amdler gone of smilar gopearance marksthe World Warl Memorid, ca 1918 (MHC # MIF.911). a the
intersection of Skyline Trail and Bell Road. Along with a twenty-foot whitef i rtreg, the doneis st in aamdl triangular
idand in the intersection and bears the inscription "Honor roll—in honor of the boys of the town of Middlefield who
saved in the World Wer 1914-1918." The memoria indudes the nemes of thirteen veterans

Also infront of the new town offices isthe Worid War || Memorid. 188 Skyline Trail, ca 1945 (MHC # MIF.930).
Beside aflag pole dandsa granite block, five feet tal by three feet wide, with rough edges and smooth faces upon
which are listed the names of fourteen Middlefield residents who served in the war.

Sevad higoric buildings have bean logt in recant yearsin Middlefield Center, including the David Mack house and the
Hiram Taylor house The Mack house built in 1781, wes among the first housesin Middlefield and was located & the
southem end of the didt-ict. It was destroyed by firein 1983, after being struck by lightening. The Hiram Taylor House
built in 1848 and converted to an inn in 1906, was demolished in 1983 to make way for anew house. Some of the timbers
were ssved to be usad in the new condruction. Five houses, eight garages and abam have bean built in the digtrict snce
1950. The housss are located dos to the outer edges of the disfrict where lots have been divided from farms; the
garages are digributed throughout the ditrict. The overdl charecter of the digtrict remains that of a wdl-preserved 18"
and 19"-century town center (photographs 1, 14).

(continued)
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Archaeological Description

While no andent Native American sites are recorded in the disfrict, dtesmay be present. One andent Steisrecorded in
the generd area (within one mile). Environmenta characteridticsof the areaiindicate the presence of severd locationd
criteria (dope, soil drainage, proximity to wetlands) that are favorable indicators for some types of andent Netive
American dtes. Middlefield liesinan areaof hilly uplandsaveraging 1,600 feet dbove sa levd a the eestem foothills of
the Green Mountains, known locally as the Berkshires. The canter indudes awell-drained, level to moderatdy doping
plateau and severd tearraces|ocated within 1,000 feet of amdl ponds wetlands, and tributary sreams of Factory and
Glendde Brooks, tributaries of the West and Middle Branch of the Westfidd River respectively. Middlefield Canter is
located within the Connecticut River drainage. Given the current sate of knowledge for andent Native American
stlement sygemsin the region, the sze of the didfrict (292 acres), and the availability of open goe0e, amodarae to high
potentia exigsfor locating andent Native American resourcesin the district. Due to the ruggedness and environmenta
potentid of the terrain, andent dtesin the areamay be limited to amdler campdtesand short-term, pecid purposetype
dtes rather than larger habitation Stes.

Thaeis ahigh potentia for historic archaeologicad resourcesin the digtrict beginning inthe mid- to late 18* century,
through the 19 century. Structurd evidence of resdences farmdaeads, and occupaiond- rdaed fegtures (trash pits,
privies, wels) may survive from squatter settlement mede prior to Prescott'sgrant in 1771, Squetter ssttlemantswere
chdlenged in court, where they lost their daims and were forced to move. The stesof these eally sttlementsae
unknown; however, they may have been located dong the mainridgelinebetween Glendde and Factory Brooks This
sttlement pattem hes bean reported as typical of other hill-town sattlements, and characterized later settlement in the
Middlefield Cater Higtoric Digtrict. Historic settlement of the center wias dow throughout the 18* century, with
disparsad famdteads characterizing the period. Severd potentid higtoric archaeologicd  Stes have been identified in the
aea Thelae 18*-cantury farmgteads of Josgph Blush (1783) and Lewis Taylor to the north covered most of the Ceartter
with the homegteeds of David Mack (1779) and James Dickson, S. a itsendpoints. None of these famdaeads are extant
a their origind dtestoday. Structurd evidence of resdences, bams, and outbuildings may survive. Archaeologica
evidence of occupationd-rdated features should d o be present. The David Mack house (1779) bumed in 1983 Mack
opened his house as atavem in 1785, Archaeologicd evidence of acabin may dso survive a the Mack ste. Mack lived
in the cabin while building his wood framed home  Unmarked graves, artifacts, and pogholes ey dso survive a the
Mack Cameay (ca 1783), located & 184 Skyline Trail. The James Dickson, S. housewas located & the Ste of the
house built later by his son James Dickson, X. & 138 Skyline Trail. The Josgph Blush house (1783) wes reportedly the
first amcture built in the newly designated canter after Middlefield'sincorporation. The Blush house wes originally built
a 160 Skyline Trail, and later converted to atavem by Josgph's son Oliver and moved to its present dtea 162 Skyline
Trail. Archaeologicd evidence from the Josiah Leonard house, dso from the late 18*-century period, may dso survive
batwean the Dickson and Mack dtes on County Roed (Skyline Trail). Archaeologica evidencefrom 18*-century
rdigious dtesmey dso survive in the digtrict. Middlefield's First Medtinghouse or the First Congregational Church, wes
built between 1789 and 1791 a 184 Skyline Trail. The church bumed in 1901, after which anew church wes reportedly
built on the same foundation. Structurd evidence from the old church and any rdaed outbuildings mey survive, in
addition to evidence of constmction features and occupationd-rdated festures

(continued)
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During the 19* century, Middlefield's settlemeant intensified, with the Center becoming the town's commercid, civic, and
rdigiousfoca point. Potentid resdentid Stesfrom this period include the stesof the J. K. Upham cottage, originally
located near the parsonege lot; the Hiram Taylor house (1848), converted to an innin 1906 and demolished in 1983 for a
new house the Solomon Roaot house, originally located south of the store now located a 137 Skyline Trail; and the
Timothy Roat house (1827), built in the center but moved to its presant ste a 147 Skyline Trail in 1908, Potentid dtes of
19*-century businesses are o mare common in the digtrict than smilar Sites during the preceding period. Structurd
evidence from the origind dte of the Mack Generd Stare (1804) may survive next to the ste of the Mack resdence. The
Mack Store was moved to its presant Ste a 168 Skyline Trail in 1830. Similar evidence may dso survive from an early
19*-century dore operated by Solomon Rooat, across the dreet from ahousea 164 Skyline Trail and the 1811 Co-op
gore. Archaeologicd evidence from the 19%-century Old Town Hall located & 167 Skyline Trail and destroyed byfirein
1901 mey dn exis. Thetown hall was rebuilt on the same foundation; however, congruction feetures and structura
evidence from the earlier building may exist. Archaeologica evidence from severd 19*-cantury religious sructures mey
do aurviveinthe digtrict. Structurd evidence from the Baptist Church of Middlefield (1847-1903) ad rdated
outbuildings may survive on Bell Road, eedt of the Mack Store. Similar evidence may d<o exist from the Baptist
parsonege located on Main Street. Archaeologicd evidence from the Methodist Chapd, rdlocated to the canter in 1853,
may dso survive south of thetown hall. The Baptist and Methodist churches were ebandoned in the late 19% century.
Portions of both churches were used to recongtruct the Congregetiond Church after it bumed in 1901, Structurd evidence
of the Congregationd Parish (ca 1835) house, outbuildings, and occupationd-rdated features may survive & the ste of
the current town offices. The parish house was dismantled and recondructed &t its presant location in 1865.

(end)
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HISTORICAL NARRATIVE
Historical Significance

The Middlefield Center Historic Disfrict isthe ingtitutional and residentid focus of this westem Massachusdtts
agriculturd hilltown, and it is significant for having retained much of itslate 18*' and 19*' century character: itssmple
aossoads layout, buildings, cultivated landscgpe, monuments, and cemetery. Now amixed community of farmers,
commuters, ssoond-home owners, and otherswho work from home, Middlefield Center Historic Digtrict hes neverthdess
maintained its mra agricultura agpect with openfiel ds,bams, famhouses, and agricultura society fairgrounds integrated
with the indtitutiona buildingsfound & the Center: achurch, asenior center, and town offices that operatef romhigtoric
buildings.

Historicaly, the Canter is represantative of the integration of town commerce, govemment, and craft with agriculture thet
typified westem Massachusatts communities through much of the 19% century. Residents of Middlefidd Center

congdently maintained their farmswhile mnning stores, working for the town, and kegping sde businesses such as brick
making, potash processing and carpentry. Vacant and awaiting anew owner isthe 1804 generd dore that hes served the
town as acommerdid center for generations of families who farmed and took part in town affairs while mnning the sore

(photograph 10).

Middlefield Canter is dso representative of the adgptation to changing economic conditionsthat many of the region's
hilltowns mede during the late 19* and early 20* centuries. Without the commercid agriculture and industry that brought
progperity to many Connecticut River valey towns, Middlefield and its neighboring hilltowns expanded their economy by
entertaining viditors s asumme degtination. Thisactivity supported aconggently smdl resident population thet never
rose above 877, requiring rdatively few new buildings during the first haf of the 20* century. By 1900, visitorsto guest
houses and two inns hed been replaced by mare permanent, sscond-home ownears and retired persons, who came to
Middlefield through the sscond half of the 20* century for weskend and seesond homes that they adaptedf romthe extant
buildings.

The architecture of the digtrict rangesfromthe Fedard style to modem ranch, and much of itsrurd beauty iscarried by
the Federd, Gresk Reviva, and Itdianate-style buildings on Skyline Trail, enriched by sevard Craftaman-gtyle buildings
of note Middlefield Center retainsintegrity of workmanship, materids, asociation, fegling, design, location, and setting,
fulfilling National Regider criteriaA and C & the local level.

For asmdl community with originsin severd eaxlier towns, Middlefield hes a particularly well-documented history due
to its mambas having mede and presarved town and church records, narrdives by and ebout its resdents, maps company
ledgers and memoairs. During the first decades of the 20* century this materid was compiled, interpreted and written up
by three brothers: Edward, Philip and Theodore Smithin 1924 in A Higtory of the Town of Middlefield. Massachusetts
The book was followed by its sequd in 1985, Middlefield Higtory, by Mary Stemegle, and Henry S C. Cummings, X—
the latter acoudn of the Smith brothers.  The two volumes reflect the ongoing historical consdousnessof Middlefield's
resdents. Thefollowing higtorica narraive draws in pat on these two volumes, using aperiod framework established
by the Massachusatts Higtorica Commission.

(continued)
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Contact Period (1500-1630) and Plantation Period (1620-1635)
Native American Presence

During the Contact and Plantation Periods, the areathat is Middlefield hed no known Native American settlement.
However, betwean 1500 and 1625 Middlefield isthought to have bean within the two-day hunting/travel range of the
Native Americans known &s the Mohicans whose permianent bege wiss dong the Hudson River in New York. After 1625 -
and the formation of the Six Nation confederacy - the Mohicans, a subgroup of the Algonquins, were no longer in
complete control of such avead territory, but maintained their primary settlement in upgate New Y ork with a smdl
number of familiesmoving into the Connecticut River vdley. Same of the eesward movement of the Mohicanswes
precipitated by conflict during this period with assoond group of Native Americans, the Mohawks, who dominated trade
and tribute in aregion that encompessad New Y ork and westem Massachuselts Between 1625 and about 1664, the
Mohawks controlled the hunting lands of Middlefield, though there are no indications thet they settled permanently. In
tum, the Mohawks after 1664 were no longer able to contral the region and the Mohicansfilled the void by moving eedt to
the Housatonic River, ranging once again for hunting into the Middlefield area. According to the Smiths, an early history
of the Mohicans reported that they hunted moose on the hills during March, and in the fall would hunt deer, beer, otter,
raccoon, and martin, and that they dsofi shedin the plentiful dreems Sevard artifacts have been found and identified
with the Mohicans, namdy agrain grinding mortar carved in alarge sone and a pestle found neerby, as well &
arowheeds and goear points.

Colonial Period (1675-1775)
Native American and British Settlement Pattems

Aslarger numbars of colonists moved west during this period and acquired land, the Mohicans were granted atract of
land in Stockbridge in 1735 where they then settled through the Revolution. Though they would continue to hurt in the
region, their use of the land in Middlefield from their Stockbridge bese hes not been confirmed. They did, however, lay
dam of ownership to it when British colonid interest in the hilly uplands of westem Massachusatts devdoped in the
middle of the 18* century. Native Americans sold much of the land that would become Middlefield in three separate
transactions The baance of the township was part of an equivdent grant avarded three Prescott brothers from Groton,
and land st of f from newly formed townships of Murrayfield (Chester), Worthington, Partridgefield (Peru), Hartwood
(Washington), and Becket.

Primary sttlement of the region during the 1760s occurred in the more easily accessible centersof the surrounding
townships, and afew settlers—some of them squatters from Blandford—came and | eft the Middlefidld areg, including
Presoatt's Grant. Early squettersin Prescott's Grant indluded James Taggart, William Mann, and Miles Waghbum.
Pathgps thefirst pemanant settlersiin the Middlefield Center areawere Samud Taylor, dong with hiswife and Sx sons
who arrived from Fittsfield ca 1770. The Taylors deared much of the land encompassing wheat is now the town center,
and built ahouse about ane haf mile eedt of it. Severd other familiesfollowed them, often boarding with the eariier
arivaswhile they deared land and built arudimentary cabin. Mogt of the early settlement wes scattered dong the main
ridgeline betwean two brooks in Middlefidd—Glendale and Factory Brooks—with severd familiesin what wes to
beocome the town center. Thissettlement pattemn is conggtent with other hilltowns, in which thefirst aress to be sattled
were uudly the uplands which werefl atterand eeder to dear and convert to agricultura uses

(continued)
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After the Taylors, one of the next settlersin the areawas David Mack in 1773, who was to play apivotal rolein the town's
devdopmant over the next three-quartersof acentury. Mack arrived from Hebron, Cormecticut, after purchasing alot just
south of Taylor's land and the current center, in what was then northeastem Becket. After dlearing and sowing two aores
and building asmdl house, he was followed by hiswife and beby daughter in the spring of 1775. Asdid many of the
town's early settlers. Mack lived in his cabin while congtructing a more subgtantid, framed house that was completed in
177 (bumed down 1983). By the ed of the period there were eight familiessettled dong the mainridge,three of which
(those of Jodah Leonard, William Mann, and Elnathen Taylor) lived in the areathat was to beoome the Center, and two
(David Mack and Samud Taylor) just outsde the digtrict boundaries (their houses al gone).

Transportation

Trangportation routes during the period improved in extent, but remained primarily atrail sysem with few prepared roads
Ealy settlers primarily followed existing ndtive trails. The primary trail ran dong the ridgeline connecting Murrayfield
(Chegter) through Presoatt's Grant to points north and west. Thistrail bypessad the area that wiss to become the Center, but
wes later discontinued infavor of the more direct route through the historic digtrict dong what is now Skyline Trail, a 20
cantury name change to the main road. Another north-south trail crossed this one a the Ste of Samud Taylor's house,
becoming Bell Road. Ealy sattlerson thistrail were David Mack, Jodah Leonard, and Danidd Mesker. The gradud
improvement of the trail sysem followed settlersto the northwest as eech new sattler extended the trail system further

into the forest. Connections from Middlefield to neighboring townships were mdimentary, as through-travel was limited,
S0 the sscondary trails coimecting the area to the surrounding townships and their better-established  highway sygems

were quite mgged.
Agriculture and Industry

Ealy settlers engeged in mixed farming, providing for mog of their own nesds Some, for supplementd income, grazed
additiond livestock and cut timber.  Because of the areds lack of good cropland, crop production was generdly limited,
but farmers are known to have grown com, rye, and wheet s they raised shemp, cattle, and swine. Locd timber ad
timber products were probably sold to valey towns such as Hatfield, Northampton, Springfidd, and Westfidd. The only
documented period mill operation wes the settlement'sfirst grist and sawmill complex, esablished by John Rhoeds ca
1772-3 on Glendde Brook, neer its confluence with the middle branch of the Westfiedd River. Rhoedswould have
supplied new settlerswith the lumber nesded to congruct their dwellings.

Federal Period (1775-1830)
Town Devel opment

The Federd period wes the beginning of Middlefidd'sfirst period of subgantid devdopment. During the lagt quarter of
the 18th century, increasing population pressuresfrom the south and eedt, chegp land prices, and exigting roadsin the
Connecticut and Westfidd River vadleys mede settlemeant of the areahill towns increesingly attractive. Asthe period
progressed, the availability of waterpower dong Middlefidd's many sreams aso became apopulaion draw. In absolute
numbes the Fedard period saw geedy population growth from atotd of two familiesin 1770 to ebout 30 in 1780, ad
by 1790 the population hed soared to 608 inhabitants. Fegk population camein 1800, when Middlefield hed 877
resdents

(continued)
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Though just dightly over half of the town's early sattlers camefrom Connecticut, they came primarily from only five
towns—Eag Haddam, Enfield, Hebron, Windsor and Eagt Windsor—and were therefore more got to know ane another
than their Massachusdtts counterparts, who camefrom amuch wider array of towns. This probably led to the prominence
of the Connecticut settlers in loca govemment during the town's early yearsand into the 19th century. All of thetown's
first five officers were from Connecticut, including three from Hetron and ane from Enfield. While this dominance led to
some conflict, it dso may have lent adegree of gability in anew town where villagers were more widely digpersad than
thosein maretypicdly mixed settlements.

Once heare, sttlers found the terrain intractable for frequent travel to schoals, town medtings, church medtings and trade.
However, the difficulty of travel between the Middlefield plateau and surrounding town centers hed two positive effects.

It encouraged residents to cregte their own township, and it brought about a strong commercid bese for the future town by
guaranteaing the market for itsfirst generd sores

It took two triesto form the new township. After a 1779 effort failed, assoond effort was mede when agroup of resdents
led by David Mack in 1781 petitioned the Generd Court citing "the many disadvantages arising from the roughness of the
roads e hills, and rapidrivers' (quoted in Smith, p. 48). Their petition was granted and Middlefield was incorporated

& a sgpaae township on March 12, 1783, The new town was formed from Prescatt's Grant, along with outlying digtricts

from the five surrounding towns: Becket, Chester, Worthington, Washington, and Pern. The area that would become the

town center wias primarily mede up of land in the southwest comer of Worthington, dong with smdl pieces of Becket ad
Presoatt's Grant.

Theunusud drcumdance of Middlefield'sformation from the outlying digtricts of severd surrounding towns, rather than
from the separation of an established population center from its larger parent town, |eft the new town with apattem of
digoarsed sattlement and no recognizable town canter. Residants of the new town addressed this issue a thefirst two town
medtings hdd a the Mack resdence on April 10th and 24th, 1783. During these medtings they began the process of
sHecting agte for amesting house, thereby establishing an official canter, and voted to raise 30 pounds to support
preaching, and ten pounds to establish schools. They looked dso to improvetheir road sysem. During the following fall
and winter thirteen roads were built, connecting the outlying digtricts with the new town. In addition, anew county roed
from Wedtfiedld to Hinsdde and Pittsfield, built in 1784, connected to the main road (Skyline Trail) a David Madk's house
and continued peet the medtinghouse, encouraging increesed settlement of the town as well as incressed through-traffic.

Sdecting aste for anew medtinghouse was harder to accomplish than building roads. Conflicts between
Congregationdigts, Preshyterians and Baptidts, as well as differences of opinion on the mogt centrd |ocation, ddayed the
final decison on the esablishment of the meinghouse for sevard years  Itisimportant to note that, s dl the land inthe
new township was dreedy in private ownership, sdecting adte for the meginghouse, aschool, and aminister's resdence
was mare complicated than for townsbeing laid out on undistributed land. Agreement wss finally reeched ad
congruction of the meatinghouse began in 1789 on the Site of the current Congregationd Church. 167 Skyline Trail.
1791-1900 (MHC # MIF. 14; photogrgph 9).

(continued)
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It was completed in 1791. The land chosan for the medtinghouse hed first bean in the ownership of the Taylor family in
1770, and changed hands severd times before being purchesed by Josgoh Blush from Bolton, Connecticut, in 1783, the
year of Middlefield'sincorporation. That same year, he and hiswife built the Josgph and Elizabeth Blush House 160
Skyline Trail. 1783 (MHC # MIF. 18; photogrgph 6). Beween 1783 and 1791, town medtings and religious sarvices were
hdd in the David and Mary Mack resdence (no longer extant) a half-mile south dong the county roed (Skyline Trail), ad
a the Blushes house

Even with the presance of the medtinghouse, development of the new canter was dow to occur. David Mack's house
adted as ane town center where town mestings and church sarvices hed been hdld for severd yearsand whare he hed a
room devoted to agenad gore Edtablishment of the town'sfirst cemetery, the Mack Cameatery. 184 Skyline Trail,
cal783 (MHC #MIF.800), acrass the dreet from the Mack resdenceincressad its importance. The second center
functioned around the medtinghouse, further west on Skyline Trail, and the severd houses that hed been built there. In
addition to the house of Josgpoh Blush, Danid Chgomian added ahouse to the Cater ca 1780, the Danid and Lucy
Chgpman House 140 Skyline Trail. cal 780 (MHC # MIF.20; photograph 3).  The 1792 conversion of the Josgph and
Elizabeth Blush House by son Oliver into atavem begen to tip the scdes to the areaof the medinghouse astown center.
The medtinghouse center’'s prominence was finally camented in 1830, when David Mack moved his sore to alot across
the road from the medtinghouse

Thetown's populaion between 1800 and 1830 was more undadle than the smplefigures would suggest. New sattlers
came from the eat and south but were ungble to offset the loss of resdents who began to move westward to the newly
sttled and mare eedly farmed vadleys of New York and Ohio. Emigration from Middlefield was somewhat offset by locd
births, but the population of the town dipped from its high point of 877in 1800to 720 in 1830.

Indiestry and Agriculture

Like most New England farmersof the period, Middlefidd'searly resdents, including thosein the Center, engeged ina
form of mixed agriculture that indluded grazing, crop production, lumbering, and avariety of cottage indudtries. These
cottage indudries rangaed from smal in-home crafts to larger concams. David Mack, for ingance, processed potash from
aehes that he bought from his neighbors and then sold in Westfidd and Hartford. Similarly, James Dickson, afarmer ad
aweave,

darted abrickworks using day deposts on hisfarm, later the Site of a house built by his son James Dickson, X., the James
and Sy Dickson House 126 Skyline Trail. 1827 (MHC # MIF.22; photograph 2). The suooess of Dickson'sbrickworks
shows up in the large number of brick foundations in the Center dating from the 19th century, a time when granite wes a
much more common foundation materia. Orrin Reess, who owned the house after 1847, according to Smith's Higtory of
Middlefield, Massachusetts, dso bumed charcod a thislocation, sdling it to powder mills in Connecticut. Others
digtilled liquor, mede cider brandy, cooked up lime in the 1790s from quarried limestone, and during the first quarter of
the 19th cantury quarried sogpgtone. Some farmerslike Danid Chgoman, Danid and Lucy Chgomen House, 140 Skyline
Trail, ca 1780-1800 (MHC # MIF.20), were active in town palifics. Chgpman was amamber of severd committess as
well as being chosen town treeaurer, and desoon of the Congregationd Church.

The abundant waterpower, as well as demand fueled by early population growth, led to the etablishment of a number of
sndl mill operations. By 1800, there weare gpproximatdy twelve sawmills operating aong various dreams within the
town.

(continued)
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The Federd period dso saw the beginning of Middiefield's primary industry, the manufacture of wool cloth, by the
Church and Blush familieswith the resulting devdlopment of avillage a Blush Hollow on Factory Brook, afew miles
southwest of the Center. Early mill operations dong Factory Brook begen in the 1790s and the town'sfirst textile mills
were darted ca. 1810, manufacturing cloth from the wool produced by Middlefield and other areafarmers. The
interdependence of shegp-raisng fanners and the mills of Factory Hollow provided astrong boogt to the loca economy.

The Center'sfarmers were among thase from Middlefield supplying wool during this period. They raised primarily
Merinos imported from Spain, though the effects of the town's high devation eventudly led areafarmers to switchin the
1830s and 1840s to Saxory sheep, which wintered better & Middlefield's high devation.

Commercial Development

With population growth and increesed through-traffic, espeddly betweaen Worthington, Becket, and Chedter, the early
1780s saw asgnificant increesein the number of tavemsto sarve the growing community as well as vistors from
neighboring towns. The Blush Tavem took advantage of the increesing traffic through the Centar and became a favorite
oot with locd resdents. Oliver was "genid in digposition and possessad agoodly fund of storieswith which to entertain
his guestsand neighbors” Heran the tavem from ca 1790 until 1827.

David and Mary Mack ran atavem and generd store as well, but David dso brought amore sophidticated kind of
commerce to Middlefield. He capitaized on loca farmers rductance to make the long and difficult joumey to Westfield,
Hartford, and Springfield to sdl their extra produce, and began a smdl business traveling periodicaly to collect and
trangport the surplus production of loca fanners from Middlefield and surrounding towns to the cities.

In 1811 a sscond genard Sore was opened, this one in the town center. Edmund Kelso of Chester and sevard citizens of
Middlefield, including Oliver Blush and James Dickson, ., began aco-op gore (building now gone) and within afew
years BEdmund Kdso moved inorder to mn the gtore, to anew housein Middlefield Center, the Edmund Kdso House
164 Skyline Trail, ca 1815 (MHC # MIF.16; photograph 9). The co-op venture didn't work out and the sorewes dosd
in afew years, but in 1818, Orrin Smith, son of one of the origina partners, retumed from ashort gint living and working
in New York and bought the sore and the house. He ran the store and lived in the house until 1828, when he sold both to
Solomon and Laura Root, who ran a successful businessfor the next thirty years. Not coincidentdly, some of these men
were liged in the 1798 Direct Tax Canaus as anong the wedthiest in town. David Mack, who in addition to his tavem
and commerdd enterprises dso invested in new areabusnesses, was the wedthiest individud in town with holdings
vaued a $4,117. James Dickson's property was vaued a $2,692, while the textile manufacturing Church and Blush
families hed combined assets of $3,949 and $1,500 respectively. Mack remained one of Middlefield's most prominent
aitizens throughout the first haf of the 19* century, and over the course of his life donated dmost $70,000 to the town ad
to avariety of charities. The Church and Blush families would become the town's preeminent indugtridists.

(continued)
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Transportation

Around the tum of the century the tumpike movement proved a boon to loca commerce and industry. During the late 18*
century there was an increased damand for roeds in the westem part of the state, especialy a road which would connect
the Connecticut River vdley towns over the Hampshire and Berkshire Hills to Pittsfield and Albany. Mary towns were
unable or unwilling to support the upkesp of theseroads 0 the date began granting charters to private groups whose
mambars agread to congmct and maintain roads in exchange for the right to collect tolls from traveers.

In 1797 the Third Masssechusgtts Tumpike was condructed betwean Northampton and Pittsfield, north of Middlefield
(dong presmt day MA Route 143), and in 1800 the Eighth Massachusatts Tumpike (now U.S. Route 20) wes congmcted
dong the Wedtfield River from Westfidd to the Becket line south of Middlefield. In 1803, the sate granted control of the
dretch of highway through Chester and Middlefield, connecting the Third Tumpike and the Eighth Tumpike, to a group
heedaed by David Mack, thus creating amuch shorter route from Springfield to Pittsfield. This road wes oparated a5 a
tumpike for aboutfifteenyears later reverting to municipa ownership, as mog of the turnpikesdid, by 1840. The new
tumpike pessad by the Mack house and tavem, and then by the Mack and Roat dores as it went through the Center.

Architecture

Building in the Canter after the Revolution was reflective of what was being built throughout the town. Therewere amal
housss of 1 VI sories under sde-gable or gambrd roofs. Thedl of the Danid Chgoman House, 140 Skyline Trail,

ca 1780-1800 (MHC #MIF.20), isan example of thisform. Also dating from this period and representing the 1 Vi -story
Cgoe Cod form—athough it was moved to the Ceanter later— wias the Thomas Blossom House 172 Skyline Trail. 1787
(MHC #MIF. 12). Themain block of the Chgoman housewas added in 1802 and represants the larger 2/2-story house
form under a Sde-gable roof that was dso being built. Falling in this ssoond category and the earliest example in the
Ceanter isthe Josgph Blush House, 160 Skyline Trail, 1783 (MHC #MIF. 18; photogreph #2), a2/2-sory house The
Edmund Kelso House 164 Skyline Trail, ca 1815 (MHC # MIF.16; photograph 8), isafi neexample of the 2/2-gory
house with its geble end to the drest and adevdoped Federd-gyle entry surround.

The Fedard period extended until 1830, thereby encompessing the Gresk Revivd syle ss wdl asthe Fedard style, ad
svad housss in the digtrict were infiuenced by thisstyle. Among those, the Dr. Josgph Warren House 158 Skyline
Trail, cal823 (MHC # MIF. 19; photogrgph 5) north of the Blush Tavem, was the home and office of the town physician.
His house was one of thefirst in the town to be built without a centrd chimney or fireplace, and wasthefirst to use a new
Franklin sove for heeting. It was d<0 built with itsgable end to the dreet to suggest the pediment of a Gresk temple.
The Mack Stare (168 Skyline Trail), when it was moved to the Center, was tumed with itsgable end to the sreet and a
pediment finished inits geble ends to give it aGresk Reviva-gyle gopesrance

At the north end of the Center, the younger James Dickson continued his father'swork on the farm and congmaed the
James Dickson House 126 Skyline Trail, ca 1827 (MHC # MIF.22; photogrgph 2). His isa 2/2-house under asdegabdle
roof James Dickson, . dso continued the manufacture of bricksthat had been begun by hisfather. After the younger
Dickson's degth in 1844, the house was sold to his brother-inlaw Russel Reege in 1847.

(continued)
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Bamsand outbuildings were part of evary farmaead and enterprisein the Canter. One remaining today isthe Blush
Tavem Hogdry. 162 Skyline Trail. cal820 (MHC #MIF. 17), which originaly sarved as lodging for sagecoach drivers
and hdpersa the nearbly Blush tavem. It was probably moved to its presant location by Ira Sampson, a shoameker, who
lived and worked in the hogtdry during the early 1830s or by Oliver Blush, who moved into it in 1837, after giving the
tavern to his ngphew Oliver Smith. Blush lived in the hostdry until his degth in 1846. Members of the Blush, Church,
and subssquent families during the 20* century have continued to use the dmcture s a resdence.

Early Indudtrial Period (1830-1870)
Town Devel opment

During the Early Industrid Period, Middlefield's population remeained fairly stable as continued indudtrid activity and
loca birthrates counterbaanced emigration to increasingly atractive farmlands in the west and to indugtrid centers in
other parts of the region and gate. At the gart of the period, the town's populaion was 720, down from its pesk of 877 in
1800. Except for abrief but pronounced spike in the canaus of 1840, which induded roughly 1,000 migrant railroad
workers engeged in the congmction of the Westem Railway, the town's population remained fairly seedy throughout the
period. It ranged from ahigh of 748 in 1860 to alow of 677 in 1855, but the population of 728 a the dose of the period
was nearly identicd to that & itsoutset. The population's distribution, however, hed shifted noticegbly. Most of the
emigration from Middlefield was by smggling farmers from the outlying digtricts that becameincressingly emptied,
while immigration into Middlefield was from workers to the indudtries and commerceinitsvillages. This immigration
increesad the dendty of the villages, espedidly in the Cater and Factory Hollow a the same timethat the countryside
margins were emptying of resdents

Wool and pepar manufacturing centraized in Factory Hollow, and eventudly a a second village in the southem section of
town known as Bancroft, while the Center remained the town's mgjor commercid, civic, ad rdigious focd point. By the
doseof the Early Indudtrid period in 1870, more than half of the town's population lived in one of these three main
villages.

Agriculture and Industry

Agriculture mede an impact on the Center during this period inavery important manner. As noted above, the number of
farmers in Middlefield diminished during this period, and thosewho remained tended to specidize in either shegp-raising,
mainly in the morehilly arees or beef-raising in theflatteruplands. Thoseraising shegp continued to bresd Saxony
shep, which wes for atime profitable. I1n 1837, the Satidtics of Industry in Massachusatts reported that there were 9,724
Saxony shep in Middlefield, the third-highest totd in the state. This progperity continued into the 1840s and in 1845
there were 9,840 dhep (vaued a $19,680) in Middlefield, the highest totdl inits history.

The lowering of tariffs on imported woolens in 1846, combined with competition from new fancy worgteds introduced

from England, edversdy affected Middlefield's, as well as the rest of the satels production of wool and wool products.
Hocks were sharply reduced, and by 1856 the number of shegp in Middlefield hed declined to 4,849 (vaued & $7,276),
though this still ranked third in the date The farmers wool producfion aso dipped to 14473 bs.

(continued)
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Those farmers breeding cattle gpproached the topic as scientifically as the shegp farmers, and they invested in sock from
as far avay as England to produce the bet cattle and horses, too. They raised primarily the Devon, Jarsey, and Durham
bresds and according to the Middlefiel d Reconnaissance Survey report, the Durham breed, "introduced in 1842, was 0
far improved that the town became famousfor itscattle' (page9). Thetown's 666 heed of cattlewere vadlued in 1856 &
$21,477, dmost triple the vaue of the shegp in thetown.

The exchange of breeding knowledge and demondration of their achievements among Middlefield'sfamersledto a
significant devdgpment in the town's agricultura history: the formation of the Highland Agricultural Society in 1856.

Mathew Smith, ardative of David Mack, became the first presdant of the Highland Agricultural Sodety in 1857, ad
Ambrose Lovdand and Solomon F. Roat, apartner in Boise, Smith, and Rooat, the compeary then operating the Mack
Gengd Store, organized the first exhibition that included 400 heed of cattle as well as horses shegp, and swine. An
annud feeof onedollar was charged for membership in the Society, and the following year Smith donated alarge parcd
of land in the Ceanter to be usad for the annud exhibition. Thisisthe Middlefield Fairgrounds. 7 Bell Road. (MHC #s
MIF.33-63). Beginningin 1858, afee of ten cents per day was charged for fair admission.

In 1859, the Highland Agricultural Sodiety sought incorporation in Boston, but faced competition from neighboring towns
that hed ds0 hdd cattle shows the previous year and wanted the single available charter. The Smiths report intheir
Higtory of Middlefield that Matthew Smith addressed the committee of the Generd Court in such aforceful manner that
the charter was granted to Middlefield. In addition to the gatusit conferred on the town, incorporation by the Sate was
economicdly attractive because the legidaure provided funds to pay premiums avarded to exhibitors.

In 1859, the sodiety added aladies fair and condructed the Agricultural Hall. 7 Bell Road. cal859 (MHC. # MIF.33) in
which to exhibit the products of their home industries. Beside the exhibition of stock and the women's handiwork,
fedtivitiesat the fair often included socid gatherings, addresses, parades horse races music, and dancing. Fair timeweas
dways aboon to loca busnesses, but the fairgrounds were dso put to practica use, as during the Civil War, recruits from
Middlefield and area towns were trained on the grounds and housad in the Hall. Food was supplied by the Root gore ad
paid for by the gate The fair hes been held every year Snce the society's incorporation, excepat for one year during World
WarlL

In 1865, when Massachusetts produced itsagricultural census Middlefield'sfarmers were onoce again enjoying some of
their mogt productive years. There were 74 farms operating within the town, employing 120 people. Roughly two-thirds
of the land in the town had bean deared for use as pagture or for growing hay. Though shegp and wool continued to
provide income to the town, cattle for dairy, and now beef remaned the mog vauable product for the town's farmers.

The progperity of the manufacturers minored thet of the farmers during the first fifteen yearsof the period. The primary
woolen manufacturers continued to be the Blush and Church familiesand by 1840 Factory Hollow was athriving mill
village, with 46 people employed by the wool mills. Thevillage dso induded avariety of other amdl-scae mills,
tenement housing, a school, and agtore run by the Blushes.

(continued)



NPS Form 10-900-a OMB Approval No. 1024-0018
(8-86)

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places

Continuation Sheet Middiefied center HD
Middlefield (Hampshire), MA
Section number 8 Page 10

In 1841, the congtmction of the Westem Railroad dong the West Branch of the Wedtfidld River affected thetown in
svad ways and eventudly led to the formation of itsthird mgjor village center & Bancroft, which by 1850 was aregular
frain sop. Therailroad provided eeder ancoess to markets and rav maerids for the mills a Factory Hollow as well asthe
town's merchants, but was in the long run amixed blessing. Middlefield's dready-established mills and mercharts were
initially aided by eesier anoess to broad markets However, in time, other areatowns with more direct acoess to the
railroad began to rival Middlefield.

Commerdia activity and devdopment of the Center

Beginning in 1830, the town center grew densar with both new congtmction and moved buildings. Solomon and Laura
Rooat built agore on Skyline Trail, where they kept the pogt office between 1836 and 1857. Keegping up the cottage
industry tradition. Roat aso mede buttons for the Williston button factory in Eagthampton a atwo-story building he put
up in 1838 (now gone), and acted in town as sHedtiman (1824-30), treasurer (1835-52), represantative to the Generd Court
(1834), and postmeder. The Roats lived in the house a 164 Skyline Trail, ca 1815, aoross the srect from their sore. At
e point after 1828, Solomon Roat built a house south of the sorefor his brother and business partner, Timothy Root
now located a 147 Skyline Trail, ca 1828 (MHC # MIF.36: photogrgph 13).

Rev. Alexander Dickson later occupied this houss, which is thought to be the house moved by Gerdd B. Smithin 1908 to
its presat location, further north on Skyline Trail, to be used as a uUmme residence.

In 1835, David Mackfinancedthe congmction of the Edmund P. Morgan House 166 Skyline Trail (MHC # MIF.45;
photogrgph 10), for Morgan, his partner and the Sorekegper. Morgan later became the owner of the gore, and eventudly
slditto G. W. Lyman in 1841. In 1848, Lyman sold the gore to the company Boise, Smith, and Root, which
consolidated the business of thisand the old Solomon Roat goreinto the Mack gtore building. Solomon Roat then
remodded hisvecated sore (no longer extant) and tumed it into adwelling for himsdlf, slling hisformer house a 164
Skyline Trail (MHC # MIF.16; photograph 10) to Uriah Church and Sons Company which. Smith reports, "curioudy
enough, tumed it into agtore™ At this point, then, there were two generd Sores operating in the Center.

The suooess of the goresa the Canter during the early part of this period was secured by continuing the practice begun
during the Fedeard Period of the store owners acting as exporters for the farmers of Middlefield and sunounding towns
This practice incressad with the improvement of transportation routes through the town, but was eventudly undermined

by the coming of the railroad. The Church Brothers sore remained in the Center until 1858, when the business wes
moved to the growing village & Factory Hollow. At thistime, the pogt office was moved back into the gore mn by Boise,
Smith and Rooat, the old Mack Gengd Sore & 168 Skyline Trail (MHC #MIF.15; photograph 10).

In addition to the increessd commercid activity, and the location there of the Highland Agricultural Sodiety in 1857, the
Ceanter d0 bacame the dear focal point of religious activity within the town. In 1847, the Baptigs rdocated to the Center
and built anewv megting house on Bell Road, just esdt of the Mack gore, on asite now marked by the Baptist Church
Monument. Bell Roed (1905, MHC # MIF.912). The Baptist Church wes built in amore tradifiona style than the

(continued)
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Congregationd Church. Itsbuilder was |ssec Fierce, unde of Valney Ferce, and dso of Pan. In 1852, the Methodigts
built aparsonege (no longer extant) on Main Stret, and the following year moved their chapd to the Canter, to agpat just
south of the town hal (Old Town Hall, 169 Skyline Trail). However, the combination of competition from the rival
churches in the Center and digtance from their former parishioners led them to discontinue sarvices efter afew years

By mid-century, and for afew yeers theregfter, the Center contained three churches, two gtores, anew schodhouse apod
office, and sevard smdler busnesses, including two blackamiths, two shoemeakesand atailor. In addition, a growing
number of residenceswere ether moved to or built in the district.  The Congregationd Sodiety built aparish house, ca
1835, a the gdte of the current town offices onthe lot of 1838 Skyline Trail. 1n 1865, it was dismantled and recongtmcted
a its presant location. Congregationd Parish House 159 Skyline Trail (MHC # MIF.44), by Oliver and Sumner Church
where it continued to serve as the residence of the Congregationdist minister well into the 20* century.

In 1846, the Congregationd Sodiety decided to modernize their medinghouse by tuming it ninety degrees 0 thet itsgable
ad faced the road. At the same time, subgtantid remodding of the interior and fenestration occuned, s well asthe
congmcfion of a new tower and belfry. The Church was renmodded under the supervision of abuilding committee
congding of James and Uriah Church, Eragtus Ingham, George McElwain, and George Lyman, aded by VVolney Fierce,
an architect and builder from the nearby town of Peru. The new geble facade was designed in the Egyptian Reviva style
and the tower hed abelfry with tall columns. The remodeing was not ahit with townsgpeople, and in 1855 the tower and
belfry, were replaced in an effort to make it more atractive.

During the 18305 Sardis Putnam, a shoemeker, moved the Thomes Blossom House 172 Skylinefrail. 1787 (MHC #
MIF. 12) to its presat locationin the Center, perhaps to teke advantage of the better commercid progpects there. Thomes
Blossom hed built the housein 1787, making it—at itsarrival in the 1830s—the second-aldest smicture in the Canter.
Thomes was amarbe of the school committee as well as being the town's first poundkegper.  Sardis Putnam added his
cordwainer's tradeto the Center's offerings.

Continuing the building-moving activity that characterizes much of this period, in 1867 Ambrose Newton bought the old
ocenter schodlhouse and moved it to the reer of the Josgph and Elizabeth Blush House 160 Skyline Trail. (MHC #MIF. 18;
photogrgph 6), to be used as acarriage houseand gable. Itis now gone

The success of the Church brothers manufacturing business during and after the Civil War enadled them to build severd

large houses in thetown. Theonly one still extartt, the Oliver Church Housa 161 Skyline Trail. cal869 (MHC #MIF.24;
photogragph 7), isone of the finest examples of Itdianate architecture in the hilltowns. Congtmction of the Church house

sgnded the culmination of the residentia building boom in the Center for the Early Industria Period.

LateIndugrial Period (1870-1915)

Town Devdopment

With the dedline of locd industry after a series of disegters a the millsin Factory Hollow, and dow dedine in agriculture,
Middlefield's population dropped drastically, from 728 at the period's outset to fewer than 300 in 1920, From about 1830

(continued)
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the town benefited from the seesond influx of anumber of summe resdents, a phenomenon found in meny of the
sunounding hilltowns. This movemeant was 0 gtriking that the Smiths, in their history of the town, were ddleto list five
housss in the Center that were by then owned and occupied as summer residences. Additionally, severd houses were
remodded into inns and new congtmction wias begun in the Center after three decades of little building.

Agricultureand Industry

In 1870 & the outset of the period, Middlefield, especidly a Factory Village, was athriving manufacturing town.
However, as Smith reports, "as aresult of economic changes only gradudly redized, combined with a series of
misfortunes, this progperity beganto decline Thefirst wave of disssters amick in the early 1870s the Upper Church mill
wes degtroyed by firein 1871; vauable sock gored in Boston warehouses was destroyed by the Great Fire of 1872, a
sious dump in the market for woolens was causad by the Panic of 1873; and finally, in 1874, the resarvoir dam gave
way, destroying mill buildings and houses &s far south as Huntington. Dameges to the mills in Factory Hollow were
edimated to total $100,000, while dameges to the railroad & Bancroft totaed & leest that much. Degpite the setback,
however, the mills were rebuilt and things seamead to retum to norma. A shift in popular tagte from broadcloth to
wordeds that came about a the beginning of the period, as well as competition from large factories nearer 1abor and
trangportation canters put the products of Middlefield's out-of-the-way mills & a disadvantage

After theflood repairs, production a the two woolens factories dropped from its high point of $170,000 adecade ealier
to only $45,900 in 1875. Ironicaly, the number of resdents employed in agriculture had once againri senhigher than the
number employed in the factories. By 1885, only one woolen factory, tha of the Church Brothers and Company
remaned in the town. By 1890, the Churches hed cessad their woolen manufacturing, and there were just ningteen
familiesliving in Factory Hollow, half as many &s there had bean ten yearsearlier. Ancther flood in 1901 again destroyed
the dam, causing smilar damege to thet of 1874. The mills were prohibited from rebuilding thistime, and by the end of
the period there was virtually no industry in Fectory Village.

The vaue of the town'sagricultura output, however, continued tori sethroughout the sscond half of the 19th century.
The shift from ardiance on shegp and woal to cattle and cattle products continued unabated. With wool production in
dedine, the local wool market collgpsed, and by 1875 the vadue of wool produced in Middlefield was only $1,545 (2% of
the town's agricultura output). The vaue of beef and dairy products produced in the town hed meerwhile incressad to
over $18,000 (28% of total output) and dairy farming grew, o that by 1906 it acoounted for over 50% of the town's tota
agricultura output.

In 1873 fiveyearsafter the first subordinate Grange was st up, Middlefield Grange #33 wias organized with Metcalf J.
Smith s Mager and Jonathan McElwain as treesurer. Attendance a Grange medtings was somewhat gporadic and the
charter was eventudly tumed in to the State Grange.  In 1912, anew charter was granted for Middlefield Grange #310,
with 54 charter members Medtingswere hdd updairs in the Old Town Hall. 169 Skyline Trail. (MHC #MIF. 13;
photograph 11) and the Grange hes been active in Middlefidd ever Snce

(continued)
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Commerda Activity / Devdopment of Town Center

The Center did not suffer as precipitous adecline as Factory Village during the first three decades of this period, but it
wes cartanly affected by the changing fortunes of the town as awhole. During the late 19th century, building in thetown
caretoavirtua standdtill, but anumber of progperousfarms and businesses continued to operatein the Cater aswell &8
other partsof thetown. The Highland Agricultural Society continued itsannud fair during this period, and the town's
reputation for raising excdlent stock continued unabated. Gay's Hampshire Countv Gazetteer (1887) shows the Church,
Reesg, and Smith families to be among the mogt prominent in the town in the late 19* century. Oliver Church continued
tolivein the Cater & 161 Skyline Trail, and operated hismill in Factory Hollow until 1890. The Raege family owned
dmog athousand acres of farmland, 300 of which were farmed by Orrin Reege a the old James Dickson farm, 126
Skyline Trail. (MHC #MIF. 22; photograph 2). In addition to hisfarming operation. Reese was a blackamith and cider
meker, and manufactured charcod on his property for anumber of years

The Taylor farm, which hed beenin the family for severd generations, continued under the ownership of Hiram Taylor.
With the farmatead (nhow gone) on Skyline Trail &s its center, the farm covered much of the land north and west of the
Center, and conggted of 650 acres. Taylor was well known as abresder of pureblood Short Homs, and aso raised beef
cattle. Other resdentsof the Canter during the latter part of the 19th century induded Royd Geer, acarpenter and joiner,
who hed operated the Church Brothers sawmiill for anumber of years and lived in the Edmund Kdso House 164 Skyline
Trail (MHC # MIF.16; photograph 8); the blacksmith John Bell (house no longer extant); and Ambrose Newton, in the
Joseph and Hlizabeth Blush Housa 160 Skyline Trail (MHC # MIF. 18; photogrgph 6).

Though the town was generdly in aperiod of dedine a thistime. Gay's Gazetteer referred to Middlefield Cater asa
"pleasant summer resort” as early as 1887. By thefirst decade of the 20* century anumber of families, bath former
natives and newcomears were pending summasin town. Some of these sumimear homes weare hended down through older
families to children who hed moved awvay and continued ective livesdsawhere. Others were bought or built by
desoendants of Middlefield families or newcomers looking for aquiet, picturesgque vacation town. By 1895 the
Massechusatts canauslisted 2,339 acresof land as owned by nonrresidents.

Architecture

Fire during this period causad sevard important architecturd changesin the Centter.  In 1900, lightning hit the
Congregationd Church. 167 Skyline Trail. 1791-1903 (MHC # MIF. 14; photogrgph #9) and it bumed to the ground,
taking with it the town hall on itssouth sde. A new town hall, 167 Skyline Trail was built in 1901 on the foundations of
the old one, with smilar proportions and styling. While the town hdl was being rebuilt, the library it hdd was moved to
the Josgph and Hlizabeth Blush House 160 Skyline Trail (MHC # MIF. 18; photogrgph 6), then occupied by long-time
town librarian Mrs. Lucy S Newton. It took longer to rebuild the church, as church membaswere split over whether to
rebuild anew stone church or to buy and reuse the Baptist Church. Finaly, it was decided to buy and move the Baptist
Church and dso to move the Methodist Church to form the north wing of the church, while adding anew tower and a
belfry. Therebuilt church wes dedicated a the beginning of 1904.

(continued)
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Sevard Quean Anne cottages were built in town around the tum of the century, including one

in the Center, & 148 Skyline Trail. cal890 (MHC #MIF.37). The grandest housebuilt a the end of the period wes the
Mrs. Roberts House 187 Skyline Trail. cal915 (MHC #MIF.51; photogrgph 12), which was built as asumme retreet in
the Colonid Revivd style. This architect-designed house is something of a visud manud of colonid-era houses with
stions reproducing colonid homes from al over the country. Mrs. Roberts, from Hartford, Connecticut, dso acquired a
cottage in the Center (no longer extant) that hed been built for J. K. Upham of Brooklyn, New Y ork, and wes located neer

the Parsonege Lat.

In 1900, the Revarend Herbert Y outz, pagtor of the Congregationa Church from 1896-1898, purchesad the Kelso House,
164 Skyline Trail (MHC # MIF.16; photogrgph 8) and retumed to meke it his summe home Reverend Youtz and his
brothers dso purchassd the Mack Gengrd Store. 168 Skyline Trail (MHC #MIF. 15; photogrgph 10) and the BEdmund P.
Morgan House 166 Skyline Trail (MHC #MIF.44). The brothers opearated the sore and agtegeline, and converted the
Morgan House into the Middlefield Inn betwean 1908 and 1904 to accommodae summe visitorsin thetown. The first
tdephone sarvice arived ca 1905. The switchboard wiss located in the Danid and Lucy Chgpmen House 140 Skyline
Trail. cal780 (MHC #MIF.20). Hden M. Cook wasthefirst operator. The house dso acted for atime as the pott office
and as a part-time sheriffs office.

In 1906, the Hiram Taylor house (no longer extant) was converted to an inn and operated under severd names until the
1960s Also, ca 1908, Gerdd. B. Smith purchassd and moved the Timothy Root House 147 Skyline Trail. cal830
(MHC # MIF.36; photogragph 13) from itslocation in the Center proper to its presant location in the northem part of the
district, to be used as asumma home Geardd's sgter, Kate Smith, aso began to use the Josgph and Elizabeth Blush
House 1680 Skyline Trail. 1783 (MHC #MIF.l 8; photograph 6) as asumme residence sometime before 1924. Both were
teechersin lllinois, e in high school and he & the University of Chicago. Also during thisperiod, the Jamnes and SHly
Dickson House 126 Skyline Trail. cal827 (MHC # MIF.22; phatograph 2), which hed remained in the family for dmogt
acentury, was sold to William Bimie of Springfield, who usad it as asummer home until his degth, upon which his
brother Judge Bimie inherited it and used it as aweskend home during the eerly 20th century. Also in 1906, David
Mack's desoendarts erected the Mack Monument. 188 Skyline Trail. 1906. a the Ste of hisformer resdence and gore, in
front of the present-day town offices.

Early Modern Period (1915-1945)

Town Higory and Devdopment of the Center

Deoressad population in the town and the increese of auto use for shopping tripsto larger commercia aressledto
decressed trade in the Center. The operation of the Sore wias intermittent during thistime, until George Olds purchesed it
in 1927. It then operated continuoudy throughout the period, as did the church, town hall, library, and other town
inditutions.

(continued)
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Use of the town as asumme retreat continued. Alice Church, Oliver's daughter, usad the Oliver Church House ssa
ammer resdence. Kate and Gerdd Smith dso continued to occupy their summer homes Three Craftaman style houses
weare built as summer residences during the early part of the period. The Charles Saw House, 151 Skyline Trail. cal915
(MHC #MIF.40: photograph 4). and the David C. Coe House 173 Skyline Trail. cal920 (MHC # MIF.46) are both
congmcted of locdfieldstone.Mr. Shaw, from Springfield, was amamber of the Middlefield Improvement Association,
an organization dedicated to involving the many summer residents in loca affairs. Coe was atailor who lived in
Longmeedow and worked in Springfield. According to the ressarch of Nancy Burnham of the Middlefield Historical
Commisson, Samud Bennett, a gone mason (or waller) from Becket, who built the sone walls around the old cemetery
behind the Congregational Church in North Becket, built these houses of locd fieldstone.

During the early part of the century, the Oliver Church House 161 Skyline Trail (MHC # MIF.24; photograph 7), wes
usd ss asumme resdence by Alice Church. It was later sold to Dr. Amber A. Starbuck, who operated first aninn and
then ardirement homethere, until 1969. At one point Dr. Starbuck dso owned the Taylor house (no longer extant) and
ud it for overflow guestsfromher inn. By 1924 Dr. Starbuck, who graduated from the Bogton University medicd
schodl in 1906, owned and lived in the Samud Bennett House, 173 Skyline Trail (MIF.46). Se was active in Middlefield
town govemment, working for the creation of atown zoning board and for the adoption of zoning bylaws, ge dso took
caeof Middlefield's school medicd nesds and ran apractice in Springfield.

Theformer Baptist Parsonege that hed been owned by Mrs. Gartmde Peess, wiss by 1924 the summear home of the Griffin
family, from Shdton, Connecticut. 1n 1927, the Griffins tore down the parsonage and hed a summear house built in the
Craftamen syle. Griffin House 157 Skyline TralL ca 1920-27 (MHC # MIF.43). The Griffin housewas built by George
Olds, therowner of the Thomas Blaossom House 172 Skyline Trail. (MHC # MIF.12), and proprietor of the Olds Store,
which operated out of the housgsf rontroom. The gore dso contained the pogt office, which was operated by Mrs. Olds.
George Olds conducted the mail route between the Bancroft and Middlefield pogt offices. 1n 1930 the Olds purchesed the
origind Madk Gengrd Store. 168 Skyline Trail (MHC #MIF. 15; photogrgph 10) and moved their busness there, sdlling
the Blossom house to Reverend Herbert Youtz. "That same year George Olds wias dected town derk and treesurer,
adding to his now full-timework & the sore™ according to Stamegle and Cummings. The gore and post office operated
continuoudy in the origind Mack gore building until ca 2000, when they were dosed.

Two modest memoaridsto veteransof the World Wars were congmcted by acommitteeto beautify the Center during the
period. Thefirst. War Memorid Park. Bell Roed a& SkylineTrail. cal918 (MHC # MIF.920), is Stuated on a smdl
triangular idand in the intersection acrass from the church, and indudes a palished granite sone with names of thirteen
veterans. It hes the inscription "Honor roll - in honor of the boys of the town of Middlefield who sarved in the Worid Wer
1914-1918" The Worid War Il Memorid, a& 188 Skyline Trail, ca. 1945 (MHC # M1F.930) that dandsin front of the
cunent town offices isdso polished granite, and liststhe names of fourteen veterans of the Second Worid War. Also
congmcted near the end of this period wes the housea 156 Skyline Trail. cal940 (MHC # MIF.41), amodes cgoein the
northem part of the digtrict.

(continued)
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Pogt-1945 to Present
Town History and Devel opment

After 1945, the increased popularity of the automobile, dong with continued improvement of roeds led to population
growth inseverd areatowns and mede it possble for reddentsto live in Middlefield and work dsawhere During this
period, Middlefield's populaion agan begen tori se,increasing steedily until it hed dmogt doubled from its low point of
201 in 1940 to 392 in 1990. However, the settlement pattem remained fairly digpersed, and the Center did not regain its
prominence as acommercid canter. Severd houses weere built in the Center during thisperiod. A number of the older
housesin the Center remained seasond resdencesfor awhile, but this number hes dwindled over time. Thetown retains
some active farms, and commuters, weskenders, or retired persons now occupy many homes 1ts 2003 popul ation wes
552.

In 1958 the demeantary school was moved fromthe Old Town Hall. 169 Skyline Trail, to anew building congmcted a
188 Skyline Trail. Itscongmction was hdped by the Middlefield Grange. Beginningin the 19205 Middlefield's Grange
membears hed raised money with the idea of building a Grange Hall, but the project was never complete, <o in the 1950s
Grange membearsvoted to donete the building fund to the congtmction of a new dementary schoal with the underganding
that medtings would be hdd there after its construction.

In recant years, resdents have taken an active interest in learning ebout and preserving Middlefield's pest and the
character of the town. After years of use as an dementary school and meeting soace, the Old Town Hall. 189 Skyline
Trail (MHC #MIF. 13 - Photogrgph #11) was refurbished and now housss the senior canter on thefirst floor and the
Middlefield Historical Musaum on the ssoond floor. The Middlefield Historical Society cataogues ad cares for the
many artifactsin the musaum. The Middlefield Historical Commission hes bean involved in an ongoing effort to
inventory the historica homes and cemeteries of the town.

Archaedlogical Sgnificance

Since pattems of andient Nafive American settlement and subsigence activitiesin Middlefield are poorly understood, any
surviving stescould be significant. Ancient Native American Sitesin this areacan be significant by contributing
important information on Ste types, variability, and function dong tributary sreems of the Westfid d/Connecticut River
drainege, and on alarger scalein the Berkshire uplands of Westem Massachusetts Ancient Native American Stesin this
aeamay contain information that indicates the extent to which this environmenta zone was exploited by Mohican groups
and their predecessorsfrom the New Y ork locae, or from the Woronogks and Nonotucks and their forebears in the
Connecticut River Valey. Thisinformation can be used to test the extent to which river basin bounderies were andogous
with Native socio-political boundariesa different points in history.

Historic archaeologica resources described ebove have the potentid to document the socid, cultural, and economic
higtory of avillage that devdoped as the commercid, civic, and religiousfocal point of anisolated hilltop town in the
foothillsof the Berkshire Mountains of westem Massaechusatts Additional documentary  reseerch, combined with
acheeologicd aurvey, testing, and careful mapping, may hep document the sattlement history of the town from the

(continued)
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period of squatter settlement through more dense settlement in the 19% century.  Detailed information rlating to squetters
who settled the district area prior to Presoott's Grant of 1771 isgenerdly lacking. Stmcturd evidence and artifacts ney
survive from resdences and outbuildings of theseindividuas, and possbly their families, illuminating architecturd
details of their homes and how their lives were organized for their subdgtence. This information, and detailed andys's of
occupdaiond-rdaed features, can be usad to identify the extent to which timbering, agriculture, and husbendry were
important in the lives of early settlers. The above information can dso be usad to detemine the extent to which a

b gencebasad economy wies practiced. Similar reseerch and reaullts as presanted above can d o be usad to leam mare
about the lives of Middlefield's settlerswho officially settled the town and digtrict after Prescott's Grant in 1771,
Satlement in the Center was the earliest in the town, characterized by digpersad farmsteads and tavemsthroughout most
of the late 18* and early 19* centuries. Archaeologica research, conducted a the Stesof early settlers, can help
recongruct the overd| sattlement of the Center Village dong Skyline Trail and the lives of these early resdents.
Archaeologicd ressarch a thee early famateads and tavems ey contribute information that describes the socid,
cultural, and economic lives of theseearly settlers, and the extent to which isolation, aterm thet is often usd to
characterize the town's early higtory, affected their lives and occupations  Unmarked graves a the ste of the Mack
Carday (ca 1783) may ds0 contribute vauable information relating to the boundaries of the cemetery, physicd
characteridtics, and hedlth of the town's early settlers. The above information mey help further define apattem of
hilltown settlement for wetem Massachusetts often said to characterizethe area SImcturd evidence, artifacts, and
achaeologicd features assodated with the Firgt Congregational Church may aso contribute vaugble information relating
to the architecturd form and evolution of the 1791 and exigting (1903) sructures, as well as the early ditizens of the
Catter and town. Archaeologicd evidence may exist that details architectura dementsof the original 1791 structure, and
the extert to which the origina foundation was usad in building the present smcture. Structura evidence from
outbuildings and detaled andyssof the contents from occupationd-rdaed festures may contribute information thet
identifies activities conducted a the church and facilitiesavailable for parishioners.

Archaeologica resources rdaed to 19%-cantury residentid, commercid, and religious/ingitutiona buildings are mare
common in the digtrict as areault of increesad settlement throughout the period, and the devdopment of the Center as the
town's commerdid, civic, and religious focal point. Structurd evidence of resdences, bams, and outbuildings can hdp
document the changes that ooccurred on 19¢" century farmateads and characterigtics of more exclusively resdentid and
resdentid/commercid buildings, such as tavern/resdences. Structurd evidence, combined with the detailed andyd's of
occupdtiond-rdaed features, may dso contribute important information relating to the domedtic lives of individuas and
families, as well as economic activitiesthat characterized the farm, business, or resdence. Important information mey be
present that documents the growth of the district's economy  beyond subsstence agriculture, and the role of cottage
indudtries in that deveopment.

The andyds of occupationd-rdated features a the Stesof sevard generd doresin the district may dso contribute
important information on the extent to which loca farms and businessssreied on regiond economies or goodsfrom ather
aessin their subsgence and operation. Thisinformation can dso hep describe the extent to which the Cater wes
isolated from ather towns, regions, and economies. Archaeologicd evidencefrom civic and reigious buildings can dso
contribute important information relating to those ructures. Artifactsand sructurd evidence & the Stesof the Baptist

(continued)
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and Methodigt churches may contribute information relating to architectura features of those buildings. Congruction
features may dso document techniques ussd to build the dmctures. Analysis of occupationd-rdated features assodated
with the Baptist and Congregationd  parsonages may detail the lives of ministers who occupied those gmctures and their
families. Thisinformation may identity agpectsof the lives of the dergy that differed from members of the community &t
large. Archaeologicd reseerch a the Ste of the Old Town Hdl & 167 Skyline Trail may dso hep document architecturd
details of that building, and the extent to which itsfoundation and other architectura festures were incorporated into the
exiging town hal smcture. Archaeologica resources assodiated with many of the extant 18+ through 205" century
buildingsin the district may a0 contain information that contributes to the digtrict's significance. Stmcturd evidence of
outbuildings, constmction features, and occupationd-rdated features mey survive rdaed to earlier paiods of land ue &
rdated dructures Severd buildings have bean moved; however, even these sructures can be assodated with important
features pogt-dating their dete of moving. For example, the Mack Generd Store (1804) was moved to its presat Ste a
168 Skyline Trail in 1830, indicating the potentid for rdlated archaeologicd resourceson that Ste after that date

(end)
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118 663082 4691583 318 663992 4689887
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing
2.18 664141 4690539 4.18 663531 4689750
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing

X See continuation sheet
Verbal Boundary Description
(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.)

Boundary Justification
(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.)

11. Form Prepared By

nameltitle Bonnie Parsons, Principal Planner, PVPC with Betsy Friedberg, NR Director, MHC

organization Massachusetts Historical Commission date August 2012
street & number 220 Morrissev Boulevard telephone (617) 727-8470
cty ortown Bosgton state MA zip code 02125

Additional Documentation
Submit the following items with the completed form:

Continuation Sheets
Maps
A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.

A sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.

Photographs
Representative black and white photographs of the property.

Additional items (Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items)

Property Owner
(Complete this item at the request of the SHPO or FPO.)

name multiple
street & number , telephone
city or town state Zip code

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain a

benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, asamended (16 U.S.C. 470 etseq).

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this forni is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response including the time for reviewing
instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect of
this fonn to the Chief, Administrative Services Division, National Park Service, P.O. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the Office of

Management and Budget, Paperwork Reductions Project (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503.
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10. GEOGRAPHIC INFORMATION

UTM CONTINUATION

5. 18 662845 4690630 6. 18 662713 4691222
Verbal Boundary Description

S assessor's mgs 406 and 407. Thedidtrict liesroughly in the center of the town, on the plateeu defined by Factory
Brook to the wet and Glendale Brook to the eadt. It condggsof properties between 138-188 Skyline Trail inclusive, as
well asthe fairgrounds & 7 Bell Road, and town land between the fairgrounds and the intersection of Bell Roed and
Skyline Trail. Thedigtrict boundary follows the badk 1ot lines of these properties.

Verbal Boundary Judtification

Middlefield Center hes asignificant concentration of properties dating from the 18+ century through the 1940s
Higoricaly the Canter was afarming, commercid, and civic center for the town. Despite some recant noncontributing
devdopment, many of the properties and the digtrict as awhole continue to exhibit the visud character assodiated with the
digrict's higtoricd role. The boundaries of the district were drawn to indude both the buildings and the historic landscape
of the Center. The centrd core area of rdatively danse settlement hes bean extended to the north and south to indude
larger parcdsand their higtorical association as part of the Center. To the eedt, the digtrict hes bean extended to indude
the Agricultural Fairgrounds of the Highland Agriculturd Society, asignificant site in Middlefield's higtory thet hes long
bean conddered a part of the center. The boundaries follow the back ot linesof these parcds, as indicated on the
a83=30r's map.

(end)
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PHOTOGRAPHS

Photographer:  Chris Skelly, MHC
Dae May 2012

Junction, Skyline Trail, Bell Road, facing N. Town Hall, Church on left. Mack Generd Storeon right.
Dickson Housg, 126 Skyline Trall
Chgoman House, 140 Skyline Trail

Saw House, 151 Skyline Trall

Dr. Waren House, 158 Skyline Trall
Josgph Blush House, 160 Skyline Trail
Oliver Church House, 161 Skyline Trail
Edmund Keso House, 164 Skyline Trail
Congregationd  Church, 167 Skyline Trail
10 164-166-168 Skyline Trail (leftto right)
11. Old Town Hall, 180 Skyline Trall

12, RobertsHouse 187 Skyline Trall

13. Timothy Root House, 147 Skyline Trall
14. Town Canter, facing south
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406-87
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406-87
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407-12.4
407-12.4
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407-13
407-14

Middlefield Center Historic District

District Data Sheet

MHC# MttKB, Address SHHIHIIA

MIF.920
MIF.911

MIF.49
MIF.50
MIF.912
MIF.33
MIF.913
MIF.914
MIF.921
MIF.925
MIF.915
MIF.926
MIF.927
MIF.928
MIF.932
MIF.933
MIF.916
MIF.917
MIF.58
MIF. 59
MIF.918
MIF.919

MIF.21
MIF.60

MIF.62
MIF.20

Bell Road & Skyline Trail
Bell Road & Skyline Trall

Bell Road

Bell Road

Bell Road

Bell Road
7 Bell Road
7 Bell Road
7 Bell Road
7 Bell Road
7 Bell Road
7 Bell Road
7 Bell Road
7 Bell Road
7 Bell Road
7 Bell Road
7 Bell Road
7 Bell Road
7 Bell Road
7 Bell Road
7 Bell Road
7 Bell Road
7 Bell Road

Skyline Trail
126 Skyline Trall
126 Skyline Trall
126 Skyline Trall
126 Skyline Trall
126 Skyline Trall
138 Skyline Trall
140 Skyline Trall

War Memorial Park
WWI Memorial

Firehouse
Municipal garage
Baptist Church Memorial
Agricultural Hall
grandstand
bleachers
food stand
concession stand
bandstand
poultry house
ticket taker's booth
sheep pavilion
cattle pavilion
cattle pavilion
animal event pavilion
pulling arena
toilets
storage building
flagpole
well house

James & Mary Dickson Hse.
barn
garage
open field
open field
house

Daniel & Lucy Chapman Hse.

Page 1 of 3

Date
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ca. 1918

1980
ca. 1980
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1859
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ca.1930
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ca.1930
ca. 1980
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ca. 1780
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utilitarian
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407-14
407-14
407-20
407-20
407-19
407-19
407-18
407-15
407-15
407-16

406-8
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406-10
406-7
406-11
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406-12
406-12
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406-5
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406-4
406-14
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406-3
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406-17
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MIF.922
MIF.63
MIF.64
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MIF.47
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Address
140 Skyline Trall
140 Skyline Trall
143 Skyline Trall
143 Skyline Trall
145 Skyline Trall
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147 Skyline Trall
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151 Skyline Trall
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152 Skyline Trall
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154 Skyline Trall
154 Skyline Trall
156 Skyline Trall
156 Skyline Trall
157 Skyline Trall
157 Skyline Trall
158 Skyline Trall
159 Skyline Trall
160 Skyline Trall
160 Skyline Trall
161 Skyline Trall
161 Skyline Trall
162 Skyline Trall
164 Skyline Trall
166 Skyline Trall
167 Skyline Trall
168 Skyline Trall
Skyline Trail
169 Skyline Trall
Skyline Trail

Historic Narne
barn foundations
dairy barn
house
garage
house
garage
Timothy & Amanda Root Hse.
house
cabin
house

Charles Shaw House
woodshed
stone well house
house
house
house
barn
house
garage
Griffin House
garage
Dr. Warren House
Congregational Parish House
Joseph Blush House
garage
Oliver Church House
fountain
Blush Tavern Hostelry
Edwin Kelso House
Edmund P. Morgan Hse.
Congregational Church
Mack General Store
open field
Town Hall
open space
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Map #  MHCH

406-90
406-94.2
406-94.3 MIF.79
406-94.2  MIF.80
406-88 MIF.12
406-88 MIF.78
406-94.1 MIF.81
406-94.1 MIF.81
406-89.01 MIF.82
406-94.1  MIF.83
406-89.02 MIF.84
406-85 MIF.801
406-89 MIF.48
406-85 MIF.85
406-85  MIF.929
406-85  MIF.930
406&407 MIF.931

Building
Site
Structure
Object

Total

Addes

Skyline Trail
Skyline Trail
171 Skyline Trail
171 Skyline Trail
172 Skyline Trall
172 Skyline Trall
175 Skyline Trall
175 Skyline Trall
Skyline Trail
179 Skyline Trall
183 Skyline Trall
184 Skyline Trall
187 Skyline Trall
188 Skyline Trall
188 Skyline Trall
188 Skyline Trall
Skyline Trail

Contributing
36
8
5
5

54

Historic Name

open land
open space
David C. Coe House
outbullding/cabin
Thomas&Mercy Blossom Hse
garage
house
garage
telephone relay station
house
house
Mack Cemetery
Mrs. George Roberts Hse.
elementary school
David Mack monument
World War Il Memorial
stone walls

Non-contributing
22
0
2
1

25
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NA REGSR OF HOCRC RAES
NADNAL ?m SRME

The Commonwealth of M assachusatts

William Francis Galvin, Secretary of the Commonwealth
Augug 10, 2012 Massachusetts Historical Commission

Mr. J. Paul Loether

National Regider of Historic Flaces
Department of thelnterior

National Pak Service

1201 Eye Street, NW, 8" floor
Washington, DC 20005

Deaxr Mr. Loether:
Endosad plesse find the following nomination form:
Middiefieid Center Historic District, Middlefield (Hampshire County), MA

The nomination hes bean voted digible by the State Review Board and has bean Sgned by the
Sae Historic Preservation Officer.

This nomination was first proposed in2001. At thet time, following notification by the State
Higtoric Presarvation Officer, four letters of support and 9. Ietters of objection were received.
The objections were from eight owners of private property and the Middlefield Board of
Sdectmen.  The nomination was tabled in 2001 and was brought forward again in 2012 & the
request of the Middlefield Board of Sdectmen, the Middlefield Heritage Society, and the
Middlefield Historica Commission. The owners of the properties were once again notified of
pending State Review Board condderation, 30 to 45 days before the State Review Board meeting,
and were afforded the opportunity to comment. None of the origina objections from owners of
private property were rescinded. They congtitute gpproximately 16% of the private property
owners in the proposad district. An additiond letter of support from the Middlefield Board of
Sdectmen was recaived in 2010, reversng the 2001 letter of objection from that Board. Al
letters of support and objection ae endosad.

Sincerdly,

Betsy Friedberg
National Regider Director
Massachusetts Historical Commission

Endosures

CC: Bonnie Parsons, consultant
Noreen Suriner, Middlefield Board of Sdectmen
Jack Caobb, Middlefield Historical Commission
Jay Swift, Middlefield Planning Board
Cathy Roth, Middlefield Heritage Society
Elizabeth Rairigh, PVPC

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, Massachusetts 02125
(617) 727-8470 « Fax:(617) 727-5128
www.sec.state.ma.us/mhc
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Towvn of Middlefidd

BOARD OFSELECTMEN MASS HIST. GCOVM

188 Skyline Trail « P.O. Box 238 « Middlefield, MA 01243
PHONE: (413) 623-2079 « FAX: (413) 623-6108

Betsy Friedberg, Director July 21, 2010
Mass. Historical Comnnission

Division of National Registration Districts

220 Morrisey Blvd.

Boston, MA 02125

Dear Ms. Friedberg,

The Middlefield Board of Selectmen strongly supports the creation of a National Registration
District in Town Center, Middlefield. Therefore we unanimously support application in the
community's behalf by the Middlefield Heritage Society (MHS) for this designation from the Mass.
Historical Commission.

We understand that you have some concern about the town's support based on your experience
in 2000 with a similar application from the Pioneer Valley Planning Commission. We assure you
that this is both a different time and a different selectboard. What is also different from that time is
that the MHS has worked for the last two years to raise public awareness of the importance of our
historic assets. Therefore we now have a level of strong and active community support that we
did nothave 10 years earlier. Infact atthree community meetings about the proposed district
there has been no stated opposition from the property owners in the proposed area nor from the
general public.

In short, we are both a community and a board of elected officials who in 2010 share an interest
in identifying and recognizing our historic homes in Town Center and receiving National
Registration District status for this important historic area.

We invite you to Middlefield to meet the Selectboard and to visit the historic Town Center which
has received renewed attention and improvement during the last two years. We are proud of our
heritage and welcome you to see the three houses in this approximately one mile-long corridor
that are over 2CC years old atid eight that are 100 years old or older. Several of these, including
the 217 year old meeting house, have been newly repaired and painted. We recognize the
historical value of these structures not only to our own town history, butalso to the
Commonwealth of Massachusetts' unique place in American history, culture and architecture.
These structures are truly national treasures.

Please call if you have any questions please call Noreen at 413-623-8788

WittLbest n

rt Gazda Larry Pease Noreen Suriner



Town of Middlefield
OFFICE OF SELEaMEN

P.O. Box 238, Middlefield, MA 01243
Tel (413) 623-8966
FAX (413) 623-6108

Re National HtMoric District

The Middlefield Board of Sdectmen is very pleasad to have been asked to write this letter of
auppart for the Middlefield Heritage Society's efforts to investigate the establishment of a
Nationd Historic District in our town. Such effortsto bring postive recognition to our town and
to focus oursdves and others on the rich history of Middlefield is both commendable and worthy

of support.

Specificaly, the Town of Middlefield Board of Sdectmen supports and encourages a
continuation of the very open public process which hes been initiated by the Middlefield
Heritage Sodiety to date. The board emphaticaly and enthusiagtically supports the plan going
forward to conduct two additional Public Hearings to answer any and all questions and concams
that towngpeople may have on this proposa; and to consder the creation of aNationd Higtoric
Didrict inthe town of Middlefield, Massachusits

Onee agan, the Town of Middlefield Board of Sdectmen would like to commend and thark this
volunteer group for their effortsto accent the positive agpectsof our town.

Respectfully,

Town of Middlefield Board of Sdectmen



tAuieidicfi&LoU UiA-iAruiv <;oieAu  P.O. Roiy Z03. MiddUfield.. M A 03.2.4

July 29, 2009

Dear Membersof the Middlefield Board of Sdectmen,

We ae writing to you to ask for your support of aprocess that would allow for a public
discusson of creating aNational Regider District in Middlefield.

A group of Middlefield resdents recently became interested in forming a Heritage
Society. Our purpose is to aede a greder sense of awvareness and gppreciation of
Middlefield's rich and exciting history. We have enjoyed doing this through tours,
historic presentations, and demondrations a the very successful first annua Middlefield
Heritage Days in Oct. 2008. We invite you tojoin us for the second annud on Oct. 2-4,
2000.

In addition to educating citizens about Middlefield history, we ae d0 intereded in

preserving some of our historic structures. One possble avenue for doing 0 isto aedte a
Nationd Regider District. Hease s2 endosad brochure. Note that this is not abed

Higtoric District which puts congraints on private property. Indead this desgnation is
one with no restrictionsto owners in the desgnated area, yet hes the advantage of making

higtoric dructures in the areadligible for grants for improvement.

Our primary interest a thistimeis in obtaining Nationa Register District datusto aegte
an area of pride dong a historic corridor of Town Center which contains a sgnificant

number of Middlefield's oldest homes and Structures. Were we to recaive this designation
a ssoond interest is to gpply for grant funding through the Heritage Society to paint both
the Old Town Hall and the Middlefield Congregationd Church. While we have discussd
the gened dore as an important part of the town center, we do not fed that our smdl

group can underteke that more difficult presarvation effort & this early period of our

operation.

It isasurprise to many that Middlefield dready hes one Natond Regiger District. Thisis
the areaof the Keystone Archeswhich lie within our town borders. Chester has three such
desgnaed areas, Hunfington, Becket, and mogt other hill towns have one or more such
desgnated didtrictsthat honor and hdp presarve places in didtricts that are important to
American culture, architecture, and/or history.

The process which we ask you to support is caried out through the Massechusets

Historicd Commission. It would involve public meatings to provide information, ansver

questions, and ass=ss interest anong towns people in generd and especidly home ad

property ovmers in the proposed area To give home owners an opportunity to heer fi-om
others who live in such aress of designation, wewould include apand of property owners
from neighboring townswhaose houseslie within their town's Nafional Register Didtrict.



p.2

After the public meetings homeowners would be asked to indicate their interest - ether
for or againg. Lack of significant support among the home owners would end the process
If support for the designation wes sufficient the next step would entail a sudy of the
homesin the areato demondrate their historic importance. | have enclosed acopy of such
a sudy of the Middlefield Town Center from 2000. This document gives you a sanse of
what the effort involves.

To indicate your support for moving forward with the process as described above, aletter
of support is required. We ae avalable for ay quesions that you may have If you
decide to support the process pleese sad your Letter of Support to:

Betsy Friedberg, Director
Massachusatts Historical Commission
Div. of Nationa Regidration Digtricts
220 Morrissey Blvd.

Bogton, MA 02125

We would aso gppreciate one copy.

Looking forward to further communication with you.
With best regards,

Cahy Roth and Jack Cobb, Co-Chairpersons
Middlefield Heritage Society
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September 10, 2001

Brona Smon

Deputy State Historic Preservation Officer
Massechusatts Historical Commisson

220 Morrissey Boulevard

Boston MA 02125

Dear Ms. Simon:

1 write IN SUPPORT of the proposed Nationa Historic District for the
center ot Middlefield, MA. With my wife, | ownahousea 147 Skyline
Trail buih around 1780 by the Root family that origindly sarved as the
first food market in Middlefield. Wefed srongly that the duder of
antigue homesand other buildings such as the old town hal (now the
senior center and historical society) deserve and will benefitfi-omthe
recognition historic designation will bring.

As inany community, there are Middlefield resdentswho favor
preservation and those who think that changeisagood initself Oneof
Middlefield'sgreet virtues, however, isthe degreeto which is hes
remaned rdatively undeveloped compared to its neighboring towns.
Currently, there are only 450 or 0 Middlefieders. The quiet is mantained
by the fact that thereis no public bugnessin town- no convenience dore,
no ges gation, no video gore. Middlefied retains much of its nineteenth-
century or earlier persondity. By identifying the historic nature of the
town center, idedly, other Middlefield resdentswill gppreciatethe vaue
of what we are fortunate enough to have and ress the urge to dter it
dramaticaly.

Thank you for your efforts to desgnate Middlefield Center as anationd
historic treesure. We support your work fully.

Michael Feldberg, Ph D

Founded in 1892
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AlidiUefiedld -  Massachusetts

September 4,2001

Commonwedth of Masssechusdtts

Office of the Secretary of the Commonwedth
Massachvisats Historical Commisson
CaaMetz

Executive Director

Dear Ms. Metz:

As the proud owner of one of the contributing properties within the proposed Middlefield Center Historic
Digtrict, | would like to gate for the record that | am very much in favor of this honorary desgnation. The
nomination recognizes that, in addition to beir® a collection of higoric homes Middlefidd's centra
neighborhood is culturaly and higtoricaly s*mficant to the town as whole, thet it istied to meny of the events
in our common hisxory, and that it exemplifies the character of the hard-warking and sdlf-reliant New England
people.

There is some concern intown that this designation will place regtrictions upon the property owners & to
how they use and maintain their individua properties. As| undergand it this is not the case - the designation
is stricdy an honorific that formally recognizes the fact that Middlefield hes successfully retained the charm,
beauty, flavor, and fabric of samdl town America. | bdieve the designation & a Nationdly Regigered Historic
District will hdp the town in its efforts to carry this charm and flavor forward into the century

In addition to the honorary recognition of the Historic District, there may dso be some mongary
asdgance avalddle for loca non-profit organizetions, and possble tax incentives for commercid property
owners. Many of the contributing buildingsin the proposed district (such s the buildings a the fairgrounds at
7 Bdl Road and the Senior Center/Historical musaiun & 18 XK)Mine Trall) ae maintained and operated by
non-profit groups. Most notable of these groups is the Highland Agriculturd Society which wes formed in
1856 and continues to enrich our town through sponsorship of the annud agricultura fair and exhibition.

This nominadon is not a vehide for change nor is it a mandate for drict presarvation. 1t Smply
acknowiedges to the gateand the nation what we who live herehave known dl dong - Middlefield isa gem!

Best Regards

Chery! Beaman

161 SKYLINE TRAIL PC BOX 372 « MIDDLEFIELD, MA -« 111243



Friedberg, Betsy @ SEC

From: Parsons, Bonnie [BParsons@pvpc,org]
Sent: Wednesday, August 29, 2001 1:33 PM
To: '‘Betsy.Friedberg@sec.state.ma.us'
Subject: FW: Middlefield Center Historic District
Hi Betsy,

| wrote t o ask Jack Cobb, chairman of theHistorical Comm ssion, to
write a

letter of support fromthe comm ssion and this i swhat cane back just
now.

Have any objections come i n? Cindy Dube who i s on t he Comm ssion and
writes

for the Country Journal i sputting another article i nthepaper to
explain

it again and this time | asked her t o add that these historic districts
exist i nChester, Huntington and Russell. | kicked myself all the way
horre

that | hadn't said that.
"Il see youthe 12t h.

Bonni e

> Original Message

> From RoyJackD@ol . com [ SMIP: RoyJackD@ol . com

> Sent: Tuesday, August 28, 2001 8:02 RV

> To: BParsons@vpc.org

> Subject: Re: Middlefield Center Historic District

>

> Hi Bonnie

> Thanks for t heupdate on t hemeeting; | am sorry we could not be
there.

> After our last meeting at the Miseum t he Comm ssion agreed that we
must
>| et
> thetown decide this issue. But personally as a property owner i n
this

> proposed district | certainly strongly support theproposal as I think
it

> woul d be good for the town.

> Look forward t o seeing you i n Septenber.

>

> Jack



Town of Middiefied «PP | nam
Board of Sdectmen ‘041
P.O.Box238,MiddlefiekiMa.01243 p»Aco  Mrr no

ToWham it may conceni: Pionear Valley:
We, the Board of Sdedmen, at thistime do na wish to havethe
fdlowing buildings etc,, to be a part of the Hbtorical Regiger:

The Middlefidd Town Hall
The Mack Cameaeay
The Sone Monument at the toawn hall
The Senior Center and Musaum
The SIone Monumant in the triangle
The dd Church Monument at the toann garage
The Town Hwy. Garage
The Middi€fidd Vol Fire Sation
and any land area that isa part of these buildings and alsoland areas
adjacent to any of these buildings bdongng to the town.

AN cerdly. , 17
Thomas Rock Z/ANMANMA yNCE-rA
Peter Oligny A

Larry Pease  c*cuv*u”™ “auUL?

: Camdery Commidon
Ann Jewett  MAFCMAMT 0 x>
Nancy Burnham "AXjjLAM JIXJ'AX/AAA
Larry Pease Kauxy* "a.4.£
Missisfiald Vol tire fReit
Larry PeB2  EjreChief crayiyiy /iMAAMGith A
RonaM Radwih - peputy Fire Chief ucljur
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156 Skyline Trall n

MiddefiddMass P ' A 2001
01243
Wedneday, Augu 22. 2001 jy“og  [7,33

Massechusatts Higoricd Commisson
Office of the Saaeary of the Commonwedth
William Frands GavinSeordary
Massechusatts Archives Building

220 Marrisey Boulevad

Bodon, Ma 02125

Re Middiefied Historicd Didtrict

Desr Masssdhusatts Higoricd Commisson:

| am writing this letter to gppose the nomination of the Middlefidd Higorica Didtrict. | undardand thet

this, in the future put cartain condraints on my proparty and possbly dday once agan our much nesded
Skyline Trall roed project. Heese teke into condderation of those of uswho ae in oppodtion ad dlow the
resdents of the town who do in fact haeve historic houses to nomingte them as individuds and nat form a
cdled didrict in our town. The tovngpeople knew nothing of this before hand and our locd officids wae
nat fully informed by the Ronexr Vdley FHanning Commission. It istimethey leamed tofinishane project
before they meke midakes on anather. The kitchen & the town hdl we were promised from them hed to be
peid for by a private dtizen and we never hed the hendicgp aocessible doors on thefire house thet we weae
promisad, sy nothing about the recant roed job thet wes improperly bid by the PVRC | live a 156 Skyline
Trail, nealy in the midde of this proposad didrict and am voicing my oppodtion. Thark you for your
condderation from those of uswho are opposd.

Snoady yours
William OComor

QQr~®

i3S,0" &™puxju,: i a-5v-ul



12 Skyline Trall
Middlefield, Mass01243 SP 12 2ad
AugLet 222001

Meassechusdits Higorica Commisson

Office of the Saaeary of the Commonwedth
William Frands Galvin,Secretary
Meassedhusdts Archives Building

220 Morrisey Boulevad

Bogon, Mss 02125

Re Middiefieid Historical Digtrict

Dear Massschusatts Higtoricd Commisson,

We ae writing this letter in opposition to the proposad Higoricd Didtrict located in the canter of
Middlefield. Theinformationad meeting hed on August 21,2001 by the Flonesr Vdley Planning
Commisson wes poorly organized and presented. The proposed drest edoresses weere incorrect and vegue
and upon pesking with our town Higtoricd Commisson, this dange isunwanted. We have hed mary
problems in the pest with the PVRC in rdation to mary projects in Middlefield and we are making known
our oppastion to a Higoric Didrict. There are, I'm aure mary people in the Town of Middlefidd who have
higoric homes which would certainly be Nationd Regder meterid howvever we fed thet these people
should be dlowed to go forth as individuds and nat a didrict. Our Skyline Trall roed project hes al reedy
been pushed badk by the date ad ay interference by the historical commisson would further prolong this
job. Our hame iscatanly not higoric, it is a moduar home built in the 1970s and our 10 aores of land
have no higoric vadue We do hape you will recondder this proposed dhange and be aure that the PVRC
for once hes it'sfacts draight. Those of uswho were bom ad raised in Middlefield did not nesd an
inacourate higory lesson. This goproech gopears to be a negr ambush asthare are three publlic buildings
induded in the proposed didtrict ad | would like to know who dedides whether or nat they are induded, it
hes nat baan put before atown vate It isour underganding that those of usin oppogtion must write these
letters but if thereis not atown vate on the public buildings, we do nat fed thet you should condder them
asa'yes' vate Thisertire proposa was mishended and misgoresented.

Snogdy yours
Rondd and Cathaine Radwich

(yc?.



Highland Agriculturdl Sodety

MiCdehddMssechussts 12 20
Massachusdts Higtoricd Commisson IVW—B‘ HST C{]VM

Office of the Secrdary if the Commonwedth
William Frands Gavin, Ssoday
Meassedhuedts Archives Building

220 Moarrisey Boulevad

Bogon, Mass 02125

RE: Middlefiddd Higtoricd Didtrict

Dear Masssdhustts Higtorical Commisson:

| an writing for the Highland Agriculturd Sodety D B A Middlefidd Fair, and would liketo voice my
oppogtion to the proposed "Hidoricd Didrict” in Middlefield.

Thark you for your conddeardion in this matter.

Respectfully Yours

Richard C. Codk

Presdat

Highland Agriculturd Soaety
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