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The area called the Blackstone Block contains 2.3 acres and is bounded
by Union, Hanover, Blackstone and North Streets. |t [ies east of Boston's
new Cty Hall and Gvernnent Center and north of previously registered
Faneuil Hall - Quincy Market conplex.

XWi | e the streets that bound the block have been w dened to acconmo-
date nodern traffic, the narrow alleys which neander through the block's
interior date fromthe 17th and early 18th centuries. These streets and
alleys arelined with a curious blending of buildings dating fromthe
eighteenth, nineteenth and early twentieth centuries.

The building known as the Lhion Oyster House(l) 41-43 Lhion Street i s
the second bui | di n% to occupy itsplot. |t was built between 17,3 when
the property line between 39 and 41 Uhion Street was adjusted, sifid17)7
when the "nevqg built Brick Messuage or Tenenent" was sold. nly the -
facade is visible as i t abuts neighboring buildings tothe sides and rear.
It isafive bay, 3 2/2 story brick building wth a ganbrel roof, dentil
cornice, andwndows with twelve lights in each sash. There are three
dorner w ndows and shop w ndows on the ground floor [evel, all alterations
of the original structuns. The facade bends tofit the angle of Marshall
Street tolhion Street.

The hion Street facade is of Flemsh bond with flat arches over the
second floor wndows and belt courses at the levels of the second floor.
These features are mssing fromthe Marshall Street facade, on which the
bond has scattered headers in no definite pattern. Apparently, the brick
work on the side of the building has been redone. No. 43 Uhion appears,
fromevidence in the attic, tobe an addition toNo. 41 nade about a
decade |ater.

Very fewof the interior features remain. The second floor fireplace
appears t ohave been rebuilt, andi tis reported by the owner that the
bar conceals another fireplace. Anoriginal fireplace onthe third floor,
in the manager's office, 1s not ordinarily seen by the public. The
buil ding has been in continuous use as an oyster house since 1826,

N Bbenezer Hancock House(2) 10 Marshall Street. Though a brick
“tenanent” was built on the approximate site of the Ebenezer Hincock
house prior t 01692, the present house, dating from between 1767 and t he
early Revolutionary period, is a handsone three story house of the
Georgian style, wth FHemsh bond brick, a hi y:gJed roof, dentil cornice,
flat arches over the second story w ndows, and brick belt courses. The
original wndows onthe first and second stories have twelve lightsi n
each sash; the smaller third floor wndows have eight Ii?hts in each sash.
The left front corner of the L-shaped house is sliced off at an angleto
conformw th the property line. 1n1929 a one story brick addition was
built, filling in the space originally left vacant by the L-shape of the
bui | di ng and at ~me point an open carport was added at the rear. The
upper t o ;etained their Georgian paneling and fireplaces,

Te first it va rtptiMedfor a store as early as 1796*5sv.

[continued]
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Although the Blackstone Block is novfmiore than a half a mile from
Boston Harbor, the block had its start as a bustling waterfront district.
It abuts the Town Cove which was where Dock Square and the Faneuil Hall-
Quincy Market complex are now. The Tom Cove was wharfed out in 1641,
and until 1711, when Long Wharf was completed, it was the shipping center
of the fledgling town, with goods for overseas and coastal trade being
loaded, unloaded, bought, and sold.

The block also abutted a tidal mill race on which there were a number
of mills.~In 1633, the North or Mill Cove was dammed for tidal water-
power, and a small natural stream was extended to connect the Mill Cowe
with the Towmn Cove, along the course of today's Blackstone Street. The
flow must have been reasonably rapid, since this was the only part of
town where butchers were allowed to dispose of entrails. This same
Blackstone Street today is largely occupied by meat packers and wholesale
and retail meat dealers.

\The early commercial and industrial importance of the block is
further attested to by the location in the block of the central marker,
or the zero milestone, from which distances were measured to and from
Boston. This marker, called the Boston Stone, was set up in Marshall
Street in 1737, making the block the hub of the Hub.->..

yhe Boston Stone is actually an early mill for grinding pigments,
imported from England in 1701 by a house painter named Thomas Child, The
lower slab is a trough though the trough is not visible, and the ball a
grinder. Only the slab part of the mill was used as a marker in 1737;
the ball part was found when the "Blackstone Block" building was under
construction (1835) and the two parts mounted in the wall of the new
building. The same builder also preserved a wooden coat of ams of the
London Guild of House Painters, also a former possession of Thomas Child,
and mounted it on the Hanover Street facade of the new building. The
coat of ams has been removed, for safekeeping and protection from the
Heather, to the quarters of the Bostonian Society in the Old Statehousei*"

The most unique feature of the Blackstone Block is the survival of
the 17th century street pattern in the interior of the block with narrow
lanes, ranging down to the five foot width of Scott Alley. This alley,
incidently,  does connect through to North Street but is roofed over with
a door at the North Street entrance. Thoughthere may be isolated in-
stances in Boston of 17th century streets or alleys which retain their
original conformation, the Blackstone Block is the only district where
six such lanes survive. A

[continued]
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Street(3), arowof five buildings of two and three bays
each was built at 15-27 Union Street about 1822, Three retaintheir
Federal formand features. They are four story brick buildings wth
gable roofs, flared granite lintels, small cornices over the tops of
square wndows on the top floor. MNo. 15 has six lights t oa sash on the
second and third floor wndows; the top w ndows have single six |ight
sashes The wndows of 17-19 and 21 Union have nodern single |ight
sashes  These bui | di nﬂs, which were built as conbination shops and
resi dences have had their store fronts moderni zed,

N's, 23 and 25-27 Lhion Street has been drastically "colonialized",
The height has been reduced to2 1/2 stories, under a gable roof, wth
mul ti paned w ndows and repointed brickwork

o the rear of this group of buildings facing Salt Lane and Scott
All eyga)e, are sone curious brick buildings of coomen bond, whose openi ngs
have been bricked up for sone time. Those Salt Lane have been reduced
from3 1/2 stories toaflat roofed two stdfies, Two brick bui | di ngs on
Scott Alley are each 3 stories plus pitched roof  Connected to their
four story counterparts on Union Street by |ow(one and two story) brick
connectors, they are remnders of the tine when a good nany buil dings
faced the interior of the block,

20-22 North Street(5) (cl824) is the only remaining building on the
street that displays Federal characteristics: twobay, four stories with
standard fenestration pattern a gable roof set off a nodest patterned
brick cornice, 37 Lhion Street(6) illustrates the e onﬁated proportions
of the Geek Revival style: only thirteen feet wide, the brick structure
has two bays, three stories and a gable roof. Straight masonry lintels
top the tall narrow w ndows. Asimlar Geek Revival building at 26 North
Street has been reduced from4 1/2 stories to 2*

Starting about 1835 a nunber of larger, taller, purely commercial
bui | dings were constructed. These arebrick, usually four stories with
pitched or mansard roofs and regularly spaced w ndows (on the upper floors)
with Brownstone lintels and six |ights toa sash. The Blackstone Bl ock(7)
built in 1835, has been reduced from4 stories plus mansard roof t o three
stories with aflat roof; sone of itswndows have been enlarged. The
Waggins Bl ock(8) at 147-149 Hanover Street is four stories plus anansard
roof, and the Uhion Block(9) (1844) is four stories plus a conbined hip
and gable roof tofit the acute angle of itssite. The brick buildings
along Blackstone Street and 11 Marshall Street were probably simlar 1 n
character to these buildings; nost have |ost twotothree stories and
retain little of their original character. All the buildings on Bl ackstone
Sth‘?t hwgre in existence at the tine that the 1873 Sanborn Atlas was
publ i shed.

A nore el aborate style can be found in a masonry fronted brick building
built in 181 at 31-35 Lhion Street(1Q), |Its facade is decorated with
Europecui notifs such as an Italiarlate bracketed cornice and a French nan
sard roof illustrating anore plastic treatment of the facade in which the
wal | surface through decorative articulation actually becones aw ndow
frane, #38-44 North Street(ll) originally 4 stories with mansard roof,
now 2 stories, is the only remmant of granite faced buildings on the blocl?
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late 19th century saw even larger scale buildings built on North

#24 North Street(12) is a 6 story, 2 bay brick commercial /

Duilding with a flat roof and arched corbel tables, designed by Pe"Jody
and Stearns and built in 1889, In 1899 #32 North, a 2 story (originally
6) 4 bay brick building designed by Mackay and Dijnham, and #34-36 North
Street, a 2 story, 2 bay structure designed by Charles B. Dunham were
erected, both decorated with rather interesting Revival motifs.

The first three decades of the 20th century saw the erection of #14-22
Marshall Street (1916), a four story brick building with a flat roof and
Chicago style windows designed by A, J, Carpenter; #18 North Street, a
five story brick building designed by Gilbert Miles Ramsey in 1922 and
extensively modernized recently with the enlargement of some windows and
the addition of a glass penthouse for utilities; #1 Union Street, a four
story brick building with flat roof designed by Shepard and Stearns in
1926; and #46-52 North Street, a 5-story brick building with flat roof by

R, Worcester & Co, in 1928,

Set into the wall of the "Blackstone Block” building, facing Public
Alley 102 and the Ebenzer Hancock House is the "Boston Stone"(13), As it
is mounted one sees a rectangular stone slab incised with the date 1737,
surmounted by a stone ball about 18 inches in diameter, most of which is

sunk in the wall. The slab part was set up in Marshall Street in 1737 as
the central marker from which distances from (or to) Boston were measured
for milej®ones. In 1835 the ball and slab were mounted as they appear
today

8. Continued

The buildings within the block are a sampler of 18th, 19th,and
twentieth century building types but, at the same time, display a
cohesiveness in the universal use of brick (though some facades are stone)
and in the modest scale of the buildings, both in regard to height and
ground coverage. Though some buildings occupy lots which have been
assenfcled from earlier smaller parcels, many of the buildings are oddly
shaped, fitting together like pieces of ajigsaw puzzle, to conform with
the 17th century parcelization of the block.

Both the eighteenth century houses have connections with the Revolu-
tionary War, From 1771to 1775, The Massachusetts Spy was published by
Isaiah ThpH"s on the second floor of what is now the Union Oyster House
but was Capen's Dry Goods Store at that time, Thomas had conceived the
novel idea for a paper of tabloid size that would appeal to "mechanics
and other classes of people who had not much time to spare from business."”
This everyman's newspaper soon became turbulently patriotic, and Thomas
Drudently "removed his press to Worcester only a few days before the
Battle of Lexington and Concord. The Massachusetts Spy, with the subtitle
American Oracle of Liberty," continued to be published at Worcester
throughout the Revolution and for "many years thereafter.

The Ebenezer Hancock House is the only house owned by JohnHancock
remaining in Boston. He inherited half of an earlier house from his
uncle, Thomas Hanpock, in 1754, and purchased the other half of the
house in 1767. ft is assumed that he had the present structure erected
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8. Continued

shortly thereafter; for during the- Revolution the new house was occupied
by his brother, Ebenezer, who may have also been its builder, as he was
a mason and bricklayer. During the Revolution, Ebenezer was Paymaster
General of the Eastern Department of the Continental Army, and it was

to this house in Marshall Street that two million silver crowns were
brought in August of 1778, This money was a loan from King Louis XVI
which had been negotiated in Paris by Benjamin Franklin.

Franklin, incidently, spent the better part of his boyhood just
beyond the confines of the Blackstone Block. Josiah Franklin's Chandlery
shop stood at the southwest corner of Union and Hanover Street, on a
site now occupied by a widened Union Street,

The block gains further significance by its proximity to Faneuil
Hall (1742) and the Quincy Market complex (1825-26). It is certainly
fortunate to have this example of modest commercial buildings repre-
senting a wide range of dates in close proximity with the larger and
more impressive public market buildings. Further, the whole area serves
as an interesting foil to the still larger and more monumental scale
public and private buildings of Government Center.
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H34(2280)

Ms Margare J. Cummings thr*n
115 Brook Sone - NOV 2 8 2006

Charleston Pake

Cibolo, Texas 78108

Dear Ms. Cummings.

Thank you for your recent Ietter to President Bush conceming the Boston Stone marker located in the A/ AN -ANANEA
rear faBede of that city's Blackstone Block. AsAssodiae Director for Cultural Resources, and yvlil -/ n*
Keeper of the National Register of Historic Places, | have been asked toreply to your letter. IMAMI

Asyou know, the Boston Stone is mede up of agone dab and a spherica sone ball that were
originally usaed to grind pigments to produce paint in an earlier building possibly located on the Site.
Embedded in the dley-sde wall when the current building was built in 1835, the marker was azero-
mile marker, which sarved as a centrd point from which disances were mesaured throughout the city.
In recognition of the Blackstone Block's significancein date and local history, a historic digtrict thet
includes the Boston Stone has been recognized as acity landmark by the Bogton Landmarks
Commisson, and isligted in the Nationa Regiger of Historic Haces by the National Park Service

Since the Federd government provides plaques only for desgnated Nationa Historic Landmarks that
ae nationdly significant, you may wish to contact ether the Boston Landmarks Commission or the
Massachusatts Historical Commission to determine if they would consider providing a replacement
plague for this demeant of the Blackstone Block Higtoric District. Similarly, if you believe the Boston
Sonejustifiesindividual state or loca recognition beyond that of the larger historic district, you may
wish to consult either of the commissons mentioned above.

Finaly, proposds for commemorative posa samps are conddered by the U.S. Pogd Services
Citizens Samp Advisory Committee. Their criteriafor sdection may be found at:
WWW.USPS.com/communi cati ong/organi zation/csac.htm.

Thank you for your letter, and for your interest in preserving our Nation's heritage.

Sincerdy, 4,
IAsManet Snyder Matthews

Janat Syder Matthews, Ph.D
Associae Director, Cultural Resources
and Kegper of the National Regiger of Historic Races

cC M assachusatts SHPO

bcc. 2285
2201
7256 Office of Congressiond & Legidative Affairs
Blackstone Block HD (NRfile, Boston MA)
Badc File Retained 1n 2280
FNP:.RLange: OP:11-21-06:S:/nr-nhl/lange/BostonStone.ltr
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From: Margare J. Cummings
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Charleton Parke
Cibdlo, TX 78108

Qbjed Texd: White House #560165. Condituent is concarned
that Bogon Sane has bean forgotten. Can you replace the
bronze plague and re/* edicateit.

Reguired srname NA ™ r u* '
Adion Office Cultural Resources
Sgnaure Asodate Director :

ask: Pleas*nd acopy affinal responsetot!iet)Efk4” of the
Assistanl|?jirchctor, BuHness*enoi*Waia®  2v241\

mted:
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Ve
Augug 18,2006

The Presdent 1 AN ' Ni-,, To
Mr. George W, Bush " i

The WIliiteHouse

Washington, DC 20500

DearMr. Ftesdent:

The Bodun Suuc has bean fui*juUen. The original bronze plaque hasbeen removed, lost and
never replaced: ncgleuted, shabby, siuingin abed of weads and totally unacknowledged to
vigtorsand Bogtgniaiisalike. Thbjiggiificant. maSoex f* edt” Boston'sfaooceaUijFiosdom Trail
andtiiushas been logt! Only footgeps away the rcvexed Unicn Oyster House is acknowledged
and recognized as, " The Oldest Regaurant in America" and just cdebrated it's birthday with The

Bogon Press.

| £stoxioally, thissmple Soneis extremdy ldevaot. You sec, in OldeBoston, The Boston Stone
measured digance. It wes conddered the actual center ofthe city, and all directions were given

as, ""'I1Smiles, NE fiom The Boston Stone, etc This measuTemat of digance and tcave in a
timegonetiye nedslluatt” of our NV ;& qrpBoed,country, sotitiat we can remembe and

AhMor ifiistravd icoa 7

Nfay | suggest thiegposs.td,e; st”.tp bring The Boston Sone backfinmit'sfingottenpast?
1 Replacelhe bronzeplague et
X Rededicate The Boton Stone at local and national levels.
3. Create aUnited Stalespogtal gamp in it'slikeness (see photo).

They say that," One person can makea difTerence': | hopethat | can? 2§
co

"SH(ti regpect to you and liiehigory of our nation. | am aformer Bogonian and cunant Texan.

Margaret J. Cummings

115 Brook Stone
Charlegton Paike B3 *»
Cibolo, TX 78108
. m
cc. Mayor Thomas Menino,
City of Boston WP In
Attachment: photo mac m

MJC/rne
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The area called the Blackstone Bl ock contains 2.3 acres and i s bounded
by Union, Hanover, Bl ackstone and North Streets. |t lies east of Boston's
new City Hall and Governnent Center and north of previously registered
Faneui| Hall - Quincy Market conpl ex.

I "While the streets that bound the block have been w dened to acconmo-
date nodern traffic, the narrow alleys which neander through the block's
interior date fromthe 17th and early 18th centuries. These streets and
alleys arelined with a curious blendiixg of buildings dating fromthe
eighteenth, nineteenth and early twentieth centuries.

The building known as the Lhion Oyster House(l) 41-43 Lhion Street i s
the second buildin% to occupy itsplot. |twas bhuilt between 1713, when
the property line between 39 and 41 Uhion Street was adj usted, 17y~
when the "nemlg built Brick Messuage or Tenenent” was sold. Only the- -
facade is visible as i t abuts neighboring buildings tothe sides and rear.
It isafive bay, 3 1/2 story brick building with a ganbrel roof, denti
cornice, andwndows with twelve lights in each sash. There are three
dorner w ndows and shop w ndows on the ground floor level, all alterations
of the original structure. The facade bends tofit the angle of Marshal
Street tolhion Street.

The Uhion Street facade is of Flemsh bond with flat arches over the
second floor wndows and belt courses at the levels of the second floor
These features are mssing fromthe Marshall Street facade, on which the
bond has scattered headers in no definite pattern. Apparently, the brick
work on the side of the building has been redone. No. 43 Uhion appears,
fromevidence in the attic, tobe an addition toNo. 41 nade about a
decade |ater.

Very fewof the interior features remain. The second floor fireplace
appears t o have been rebuilt, and i tis reported the owner that the
bar conceal s another fireplace. Anoriginal fireplace onthe third floor
in the nanager's office, 1s not ordinarilyseen by the public. The
bui I ding has been in continuous use as an oyster house since 1826.

Ebenezer Hancock House(2) 10 Marshal | Street. Though a brick
"tenament” was built on the approxinate site of the Eoenezer Hancock
house prior t 01692, the present house, dating from between 1767 and t he
early Revolutionary period, is a handsone three story house of the
Georgian style, with Hemsh bond brick, a hipped roof, dentil cornice,
flat arches over the second story w ndows, and brick belt courses. The
original wndows onthe first and second stories have twelve lightsin
each sash, the smaller third floor wndows have eight Ii?hts i n each sash.
The left front corner of the L-shaped house is sliced off at anangleto
conformw th the property line. 1n1929, a onestory brick addition was
built, filling inthe space originally left vacant by the L-shape of the
bui I ding, and at son@ point an 0ﬁen carport was added at the rear. The
upper two fl porsTray etained their Georgian paneling and fireplaces.

The first/TdOr: was rodel ed for astore as early as 179frfcst

[ cont i nued]
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ANZjiNion Street(3), arowof five buildings of two and three bays
each was built at 1527 Lhion Street about 1822 ~ Three retaintheir
Federal formand features. They are four story brick buildings wth
gable roofs, flared granite lintels, small cornices over the tops of
square wndows onthe top floor. MNbo. 15 has six lights toa sash on the
second and third floor wndows; the top wndows have single six |ight
sashes. The w ndows of 17-19 and 21 Uhion have nodern single |ight
sashes. These bui | di nﬂs, whi ch were built as conbination shops and
resi dences, have had their store fronts nodernized.

N's. 23 and 25-27 Lhion Street has been drastically "colonialized".
The height has been reduced t o2 1/2stories, under a gable roof, with
nul ti paned w ndows and repointed brickwork.

To the rear of this group of buildings facing Salt Lane and Scott
AIIeyLi), ar e sone curious brick buildings of conmon bond, whose openi ngs
have been bricked upfor sone tine. Those on Salt Lane have been reduced
from3 1/2stories toaflat roofed twostories. Twobrick buildings on
Scott Alley are each 3 stories plus pitched roof. QGonnected to their
four story counterparts onlhion Street by | ow(one and two story) brick
connectors, they are remnders of the time when a good nany buildings
faced the interior of the block.

20-22 North Street(5) (cl824) is the only remaining building on the
street that displays Federal characteristics: twobay, four stories with
standard fenestration pattern a gable roof set off by a nodest patterned
brick cornice. 37 Lhion Street(6) illustrates the e onﬁated proportions
of the Geek Revival style: only thirteen feet wide, the brick structure
has two bays, three stories and a gable roof. Straight nmasonry lintels
top the tall narroww ndows. Asimlar Geek Revival building at 26 North
Street has been reduced from4 1/2stories to 2.

~ Starting about 1835, a nunierof |arger, taller, purely commercial
bui I dings were constructed. These are brick, usually four stories with
pitched or mansard roofs and regularly spaced wndows (on the upper floors)
with Brownstone lintels and six lights toa sash. The Bl ackstone Bl ock(7)
built in 1835, has been reduced from 4 stories plus nansard roof to three
stories with aflat roof; sone of itswndows have been enlarged. The
Wg?| ns Block(8) at 147-149 Hanover Street is four stories plus a nansard
roof, and the Union Block(9) (1844) is four stories plus a conbined hip
and gable roof tofit the acute angle of itssite. The brick buildings
along Bl ackstone Street and 11 Marshall Street were probably simlar 1 n
character to these buildings; nost have lost twotothree storiesand
retain little of their original character. All the buildings on Bl ackstone
Street were in existence at the time that the 1873 Sanborn Atlas was
publ i shed.

Anore el aborate style can befound in anasonry fronted brick building
built in 181 at 31-35hion Street(10). Its facade is decorated with
European notifs such as an|taliahate bracketed cornice and a French nan
sard roof illustrating anore plastic treatment of the facade in which the
wal | surface through decorative articulation actually becones a w ndow
frane. #38-44 North Street(Il) originally 4 stories with nansard roof, mi
now 2 stories, is the only remmant of granite faced buildings onthe bl ockf
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he late 19th century saweven |arger scale buildings built on North
#4 North Street(12) is a 6 story, 2 bay brick conmercial /
building with aflat roof and arched corbel tables, designed by Pe’jwdy
and Stearns and built in 1889. 1 n1899 #32 North, a 2 story (originally
6) 4 bay brick building designed by Mickay and Dpgnham and #34-36 North
Street, a 2 story, 2 bay structure designed by Charles B Dunhamwere
erected, both decorated with rather interesting Revival nmotifs.

The first three decades of the 20th centurY, Aaw the erection 'of #14-22
Marshal | Street (1916), a four story brick buil,ding with a flat roof and
Chi cago style wndows designed by A J. Carpenter; #18 North Street, a
five story brick building designed by Glbert Mles Ransey in 1922 and
extensively nodernized recently with the enlargenent of sone w ndows and
the addition of a glass penthouse for utilities; #1 Lhion Street, a four
story brick build.ing with flat roof designed by Shepard and Stearns i n
1926, and #46-52 North Street, a 5-story brick building with flat roof by
J. R Wircester & @. i n1928. —

St into the wall of the "Blackstone Block" building, facing Public
Alley 102 and the Boenzer Hancock House is the "Boston Stone"(13). As it
is nounted one sees a rectangular stone slab incised with the date 1737,
surnounted by a stone ball about 18 inches in diameter, nost of which is
sunk in the wall. The slab part was set up in Marshall Street in 1737 as
the central narker fromwhich distances from (or to) Boston were neasured
fordmle&;fones. In1835the ball and slab were nounted as they appear
today. "

8. Continued

The buildings within the block are a sampler of 18th, 19th, and
twentieth century building types but, at the same time, display a
cohesiveness in the universal use of brick (though some facades are stone)
and in the modest scale of the buildings, both in regard to height and
ground coverage. Though some buildings occupy lots which have been
asseirfcled from earlier smaller parcels, many of the buildings are oddly
shaped, fitting together like pieces of a jigsaw puzzle, to conform with
the 17th century parcelization of the block.

Both the eighteenth century houses have connections with the Revolu-
tionary War.,, From 1771 to 1775, The Massachusetts Spy was published by
Isaiah Thopros on the second floor of what is now the Union Oyster House
but was Capen's Dry Goods Store at that time. Thomas had conceived the
novel idea for a paper of tabloid size that would appeal to "mechanics
and other classes of people who had not much time to spare from business.”
This everyman's newspaper soon became turbulently patriotic, and Thomas
Drudently 'removed his press to Worcester only a few days before the
3attle of Lexington and Concord. The Massachusetts Spy, with the subtitle
American Oracle of Liberty,” continued to be published at Worcester
throughout the Revolution and for 'many years thereafter.

The Ebenezer Hancock House is the only house owned by JohnHancock
remaining jn Boston. He inherited half of an earlier house from his
uncle, Thomas Hancock, in 1754, and purchased the other half of the
house in 1767. ft is assumed that he had the present structure erected
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Alibaugh g Blackstone Block is noWniore than a half a mile from
Boston Harbor, the block had its start as a bustling waterfront district.
It abuts the Towmn Cove which was where Dock Square and the Faneuil Hall-
Quincy Market complex are now. The Town Cove was wharfed out in 1641,
and until 1711,when Long Wharf was completed, it was the shipping center
of the fledgling town, with goods for overseas and coastal trade being
loaded, unloaded, bought, and sold.

The block also abutted a tidal mill race on which there were a number
of mills.In 1633, the North or Mill Cove was damned for tidal water-
power, and a small natural stream was extended to connect the Mill Cowe
with the Town Cove, along the course of today's Blackstone Street. The
flow must have been reasonably rapid, since this was the only part of
town where butchers were allowed to dispose of entrails. This same
Blackstone Street today is largely occupied by meat packers and wholesale
and retail meat dealers.

\.The early commercial and industrial importance of the block is
further attested to by the location in the block of the central marker,
or the zero milestone, from which distances were measured to and from
Boston. This marker, called the Boston Stone, was set up in Marshall
Street in 1737, making the block the hub of the Hub.-?

yhe Boston Stone is actually an early mill for grinding pigments,
imported from England in 1701 by a house painter named Thomas Child. The
lower slab is a trough though the trough is not visible, and the ball a
grinder. Only the slab part of the mill was used as a marker in 1737;
the ball part was found when the "Blackstone Block"” building was under
construction (1835) and the two parts mounted in the wall of the new
building. The same builder also preserved a wooden coat of amms of the
London Guild of House Painters, also a former possession of Thomas Child,
and mounted it on the Hanover Street facade of the new building. The
coat of ams has been removed, for safekeeping and protection from the
(leather, to the quarters of the Bostonian Society in the Old Statehousei®

The most unique feature of the Blackstone Block is the survival of
the 17th century street pattern in the interior of the block with narrow
lanes, ranging down to the five foot width of Scott Alley. This alley,
incidently, does connect through to North Street but is roofed over with
a door at the North Street entrance. Though there may be isolated in-
stances in Boston of 17th century streets or alleys which retain their
original conformation, the Blackstone Block is the only district where
six such lanes survive.

[continued)]



Form 10-300a UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR STATE

(July 1969) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE Massachuset t s
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES  COUNTY

Suffol k
INVENTORY ¢ NOMINATION FORM R NBS LEE QLY
Boston, Blackstone Block (Continuation Shest) #3 ENTRY NUMBER DATE
(Number all  entries) m M

8. Continued

shortly thereafter; for during the.Revolution the new house was occupied
by his brother, Ebenezer, who may have also been its builder, as he was
a mason and bricklayer. During the Revolution, Ebenezer was Paymaster
General of the Eastern Department of the Continental Army, andit was

to this house in Marshall Street that two million silver crowns were
brought in August of 1778. This money was a loan from King Louis XVI
Which had been negotiated in Paris by Benjamin Franklin,

Franklin, incidently, spent the better part of his boyhood just
beyond the confines of the Blackstone Block. Josiah Franklin's Chandlery
shop stood at the southwest corner of Union and Hanover Street, on a
site now occupied by a widened Union Street.

The block gains further significance by its proximity to Faneuil
Hall (1742) and the Quincy Market complex (1825-26). It is certainly
fortunate to have this example of modest commercial buildings repre-
senting a wide range of dates in close proximity with the larger and
more impressive public market buildings. Further, the whole area serves
as an interesting foil to the still larger and more monumental scale
public and private buildings of Government Center.

4/\
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