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Address 137 Highland Avenue

residential

Use: Present

‘o Originaj residential

DESCRIPTION

Date ca. 1850

Source mag research / visual analysis
Style Italianate

Architect univnown

Exterior Wadl Fabric shingles
Outbuildings none

Maor Alterations (with dates) Added

ing-gia - earlv-20th century
Condition goo d

Mo nn Date n/a
Acreage | ess than one acre

Setting North side of Highland Ave.,
a heavily travelled main route, with
residential andoffice use surrounds
| ate-19th century and new construct!

Recorded by Gretchen G. Schuler

Organization Mass. Histo'fical Commissio

Dae Septemoer, 193S



NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA STATEMENT (4f applicable)

The Samuel Gaut House retains Integrity of location, design,
materials, workmanship, feeling and association with Somerville's mid—
19th  century development. The dwelling is a well preserved example of

a center gable Italianate retaining much of the architectural detail.
It is a good representation of the period and style in Somerviiie.
Thus, the Gaut House fulfills Criterion C of the Nation Register of
Historic Places on the local level.

AHTEIUA. SANHAGINE Describe i tant architectural features ad evaluate in terng of
other burldings wthin the conmonity. Por

The Saumel Gaut House, similar i nstyle and detail totheF. G WIlIliams
House at 37 Albion Street, i s one of the better examples of a center
gable Italianate remaining i n Somerviiie. Located on t he main
thoroughfare of Highland Avenue, thedwelling has a traditional three-
hay center entrance plan with a substantial rear el |l . The dwelling
displays fine Italianate detail including thecenter gable with trefoil
wi ndow i nthe peak, round headed windows i nthegable-end peaks, high
profile bracketed window |lintels on themain facade, and a raking
cornice with carved brackets remaining only i nthecenter gable. The
Gaut House also displays a polygonal <cupola with a belled finial. There

is a side loggia with chamfered posts and round headed wi ndows with
high profile hood moldings, added i nt he Colonial Revival period. The
encl osed entrance porch has brackets and squared columns and pilasters.

H L SANHONE FEplain the role onmers played In local or state history ad howthe
buifding relates to the devel opnent of the cmmm‘?lt)y Y

The Samuel Gaut House was in all likelihood, one of the most
fashionable mid—19th century houses on Highland Avenue, formerly known
as Church Street, a main east-west route throughout the 19th century.
Samuel Gaut was a baker who worked in Boston.

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES
Draper, Martin, Mg of Somerviiie, 1852.
Hopkins, G.M. Atlas of the City of Somerviiie, 1874
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