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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Lane residence consists of several connected structures dating 
from the mid- to late-nineteenth century. The original structure 
was built during the Greek Revival period, 1830-1850, and has become 
the ell to the larger Queen Anne addition, built during the late- 
nineteenth century.

The Queen Anne addition faces Cottage Street and is a two and one- 
half story hipped roof building with two chimneys, built on a masonry 
foundation. Ai porch surrounds the first story south and west eleva­ 
tions with pedimented entries with fishscale tympanums on the west 
side and southwest corner and an unpedimented entry at.the southeast 
corner; Simplified capitols support the.porch ;roof, unpainted beaded 
matchboarding covers the'"ceiling and a'turned balustrade decorates 
the outer borders.

The facade is distinguished by two bay windows flanking a projecting 
central tower that originates directly above the porch roof as an 
enclosed porch with small-pane windows and extends beyond the height 
of the roof in the form of a bracketed hipped-roof tower with windows 
on three sides. The front entrance consists of two doors with upper 
portions glazed with etched frosted glass and Queen Anne's sash, and 
recessed panels with applied moulding on the lower half. A simple 
bracketed cornice is visible beneath the porch roof. Exterior hinges 
and doorknobs are brass with low-relief geometric patterning.

Windows on the second story, except those in the tower, are glazed 
with Queen Anne's sash over two and on the first story with two over 
two sash. Blinds flank all of the windows. A bracketed cornice with 
decorative friezeband is integrated on the mainstructure and again 
on the"tower. A dormer projects from the south pitch of the roof.

The interior of the first story consists of three principal rooms. 
Elaborate Queen Anne mantelpieces are located in the southwest and 
southeast rooms. The southeast room is further enhanced by a pressed 
tin ceiling. Tall baseboards with ornate caps surround the hardwood 
flooring.

Intersecting the east elevation of the Queen Anne elevation is an 
earlier Cape Cod house, characteristically one and one-half stories 
high and one story deep. A simplified Doric pilaster delineates the 
southeast corner of this building. The raking cornice returns to 
suggest a pediment and is comprised of cyma recta moulding. In the 
south gable, two wood mullions divide a large window into three, four 
over one sash windows. On the first story of the south eleveation, 
six over six sash windows with Greek Revival muntin profiles are 
utilized. On the first story of the north elevation, the east window 
is infilled with clapboards and the west window is enlarged to include 
a plate-glass "picture" window; the second story contains two, two 
over two sash windows divided by a wood mullion. A shed dormer pro­ 
jects from the east pitch of the roof. A chimney is located in the
center of the ridge.
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Connected to the east elevation of the Greek Revival structure is a 
one story gabled wing built on a field stone foundation that is faced 
with large granite slabs. Windows with six aver six sash and Greek 
Revival muntin profiles, and a four paneled door with flat casings 
are located on the south elevation.

A medium-sized gabled barn with a pinnacled cupola is the easternmost 
attached structure. The exterior is clapboarded and sliding doors 
provide access on the west and east elevations. Windows with six over 
six sash are located on the gabled end and to the north of the sliding 
door on the west elevation. A door is located on the east elevation. 
Flat casings surround the windows and door. Cornice profiles are simi­ 
lar to those on the Cape Cod house and wing.

Directly south of the barn is a one and one-half story three stall 
gabled garage with sheds attached to the east elevation and a one 
story hipped roof wing connected to the west elevation. The roof on 
the shed furthest east is charred as a result of a recent fire.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Edward Lane residence visually traces the architectural evolution 
and'period of growth of its owners and Littleton. During the mid-nine­ 
teenth century, the community was largely dependent on its agricultural 
resources. The Greek Revival structure at 16 Cottage. Street'represents 
a dignified, yet modest building based on a domestic interpretation of 
classical models that typifies a primarily agrarian community during 
this period.

During the last quarter of the nineteenth century, Littleton prospered greatly 
due to the rapid growth of local manufactories, including the 
Saranac Glove Company, Littleton Shoe Factory and Kilburn Stereoscopic 
View Works, and the influx of White Mountain tourists. Main Street and 
the surrounding residential areas in Littleton evolved from a primarily 
modest built environment to a thriving community. The addition at 16 
Cottage Street amply reflects the wealth and prosperity of the time. The 
optimistic and romantic Queen Anne structure includes a steeply hipped 
roof, an imposing central tower, bay windows arid elaborate cornice and 
window detailing. ,- .   ' ' i '.'  .' .'/" ."   -  ' "' ";     :"/ -" -'' -.':.  

The Lane residence exhibits the monumentality of the Queen Anne period 
and the reserved dignity of the Greek Revival period. The distinct 
characters of the two intersecting structures significantly portray 
the architectural and social development of an expanding community.
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