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187 \Mrren Avenue

Historic Nane First Baptist Church of Wllasto

se: Pr esent chur ch

Original church
DESCR PTI OV

Dat e 1873
Sour ce 75th Anniversary panphl et
Style Got hi ¢ Revi val

Architect unknot

Dr aw nap shewi ng property's | ocation

Exterior Vail Fstoric cl apboards

N

Qut bui | di ngs none
My or Alterations (wth dates)

see attached architectural significance

condition Good
Mbved no Dat e
Acreage |ess than oneacre; 33,750 sq. ft.

Setting Thechurch i s ona spacious coner
lot inthe late 19th century residential

devel opnent knovm as Wl | aston Hei ghts.

Recorded by Fannin and Lehner / J. Johnson
Crgani zaticn Quincy Historical Conm ssion

Date Ty 1. iQtfi / My 1987



NATTONAL RBA STS G| TH UA SPYTEMEK (i f appl i cabl e)

The First Baptist Church of Wl aston possesses integr|ty of design, location,
materials, feeling, worknanship, andassociation. Qi nc%s best - preser ved
exanple of afrane church i nthe Gothic Revival style, e First Baptist
Church i s associated with the devel opnent of Wl |l aston Heights and fulfills
Criteria Aand Cand exception Aof the National Register of Historic Places
on the local |level.

ARCH | EaroRAL SGHH QM CE  Describe inportant architectured features andevaluate interns of
other buildings within the connuaity.

S | NENTARY FORVIGONTT NLATI ON SHET

HSTARCAL SANHCQMKE Explain the role owers played i nlocal or state history and hewt he
building relatestothe devel c*nent of the coranunity.

S | NENTARY FKIRVIGONTT NLATI ON SHET

B BLI G3RAFHY and/ or REFERENCES

Assessors' Records.
and Quincy, 1878.
Wit htgmpat riFRt t B8elgert St Abit AT ARhAVRTR1aRYT €8 t i on Januar?/ 1937, p. G1516.
"Seventy-Fifth Anniversary of the First Baptist qurch, VWl [ ast on, MiSS " (Cctober, 1946.

D Foster Taylor. "Wllaston As|t Vs i nthe 1870s." Quincy History. Quincy Historical
Society, January 1985.



I NVENTCRY FORM QGONTI NUATI OGN SHEET Coranunity: Fom Na
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Office of the Secretary, Boston .

Property Name(™felph” fCiridCildh UAMKES

Indi cate each item oninventory foimvAi ch is being continued bel ow

H STORI CAL SI GNI FI CANCE — 187 WARREN AVENLE
r " FI RST BAPTI ST CGH.RCH CGF WALLASTON

The Baptist denom nation began in Quincy when eleven Baptists in Quincy
Point establishedthe First Baptist Church of Quincy in 1867. Several years
later, in 1871, a group of twenty-three people living inthe newy settled
area of Wollaston Hill net inthe Warren Avenue hone of M. and Ms. Ceorge
Pi nkham and organi zed "TheFirst Baptist Church of Wllaston Heights," a
name that was [ater changed t o"TheFirst Baptist Church of Wl laston."

The cornerstone of the First Baptist Church of Wl laston Heights was [aidi n
July 1872 andthe church, with a seating capacity of 350, was dedicatedi n
January of 1873. The new $15, 000 structure was one of the first buildings
to be erected in Wollaston Heights, a 100acre devel opnent of |arge suburban
residences begun in 1870. The church is sited on |and ?iven by the
Wol I aston Land Associates, Ceorge Pinkham a community |eader andone of
the church's founders, was the business nanager for the Wllaston Land

Associ at es.

Staple to Inventory form at bottom



I NVENTCRY FCORM GONTI NUATI OGN SHEET Caranunity: Form No:

MASSACH EETTS H STAR CAL KM SS ON
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ARCH TECTURAL S| GNI FI CANCE — 187 WARREN AVENLE
FI RST BAPTI ST CH.RCH CGF VOLLASTON

The 1873 First Baptist Church of Wollaston is a fine exanple of Gothic
Revival design andthe finest intact frame church in Quincy. Al t hough
the building was greatly enlarged by additions in 1890, 1913, and 1956,
the church haskept itsarchitectural integrity dueto the sensitivity
of the architects responsible for the alterations. Theoriginal J4
buiIdinF I's nowthe mddle section of the structure. The 1873 building
has a slate gable roof, an offset tower topped by a pinnacled spire,
and is decorated with small spur buttresses, |abel moldings, and narrow
cusped |ancet windows. Atall lancet w ndow decorates the main gable.
In the 1913 addition (which incorporatesthe chapel added in 1890)
Boston architect, Albert Hayden Wight, repeated these design features.
Wight's cross gabled addition exhibits the same buttresses and a
simlar window treatment as the original buiding. Thetw structures
are éoyned by a Gothic arch colonnade. A one-story addition (1956) on
the building's north elevation clearly reads as a separate unit and
thus does not detract from the church's architectural integrity.

Staple tolnventory form at bottom
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