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The Soudan Iron Mine extends to a depth of 2,500 feet, with drifts or tunnels running 
three-fourths of a mile to the east and west of the main shaft. A number of original 
structures remain intact from the mining period these include: the engine house. Its 
3000 feet of cable weighs 3 1/2 tons and, hoisting with a 600 horsepower motor and 
39 foot cable drum, can lift ore and rock at 1000 feet per minute. A 500 horsepower 
air compressor, the transformers, D.C. generators and boilers are also located here; 
pumping stations. One is maintained on the 12th, 22nd, and 27th levels. These pump 
water out of the mines at the rate of 350 gallons per minute; a crusher house. A 
single crusher worked here from 1892 until 192^-, when a second was installed. Each 
reduced ore, the hardest in this country, to pieces seven inches in size; the drill 
shop, where used drill bits were restored to workable condition. A diamond bit would 
work an average of 30 feet of ore daily at 2^00 r.p.m.'s and had to be sharpened by 
sandblasting; the dry house, which contained 200 lockers, showers and sinks. It is 
in temporary use as a visitor center until a more permanent structure can be built. 
The 1,000 acre Tower-Soudan State Park contains the overgrown open pits from the l88i|—1890' 
l890 r s period of mining. Also standing are the Wo. 8 shaft, where underground tours 
begin, the Alaska shaft [abandoned], and the smokestack from an abandoned brick air 
compressor north of the mine at Stud's Bay. A parking lot and small picnic area 
have been developed southwest of the mining center. The railroad which ran up to 
the crusher building is gone.

Addendum:

All of the equipment and structures indicated in the photographs are from the 
trwentieth. century mining period, Thedates are as follows:

Engine house-1901 
Air compressor- 1925 
Crusher h.ouse- 1904 
Drill shop- 1917 
Dryhouse- 1925 
Machine shop-1925
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Soudan Iron Mine is the oldest and deepest in Minnesota. Its opening in 188U marked 
the "beginning of the exploitation of one of the rg^hest iron ore deposits in the world 
and the emergency of Minnesota as the leading iron-ore producing state in America.

The existence of iron ore deposits in Minnesota was reported as early as 1850. But 
their development occurred only when Charlemagne Tower, a wealthy Pennsylvania industrial­ 
ist, "became interested in the Vermilion Range. After sending Prof. Albert E. Chester 
to report on "both the Mesabi and the Vermilion Ranges, Tower purchased more than 20,000 
acres of land in the Vermilion Range in l880. In 1882 he incorporated the Minnesota 
Iron Company and a year later gained control of the Duluth and Iron Range Railroad, which 
he completed in l88U. Tower thus linked his projected mine fields with his own private 
line to Two Harbors on Lake Superior.

The first iron ore mined in Minnesota was shipped from the Breitung pit of the Soudan 
mine on July 31, l88U. At its peak production in 1892 the Soudan mine shipped more than 
568,000 long ton^> of high-grade iron ore and employed 1,800 men. Accidents were frequent; 
a third-generation retired miner at Soudan recalled his grandfather saying that "in the 
open pit days the wagon went "by every day with the bodies." Open pit mining ceased in 
the l890's. Silicosis, the iron miner*s equivalent of black lune, was contracted by many 
if not most miners. It was only in 1937 that the CIO first organized some Soudan workers 
into a labor union.

Active from 188U until 1962, the mine and 1,000 acres of land were given to the State of 
Minnesota by U.S. Steel in 1963. The mine is now part of the Tower-Soudan State Park 
near Tower-Soudan, ̂ inii'e* s'brta~ *' "" -
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

The Soudan Iron Mine is located entirely within the Towers-Soudan State Park. The 
park is entirely State-owned and extends north of the actual mining area to Lake 
Vermilion and Stuntz Bay, providing an historic and unobtrusive setting for the 
mining area proper. The landmark boundaries ' , include only a portionof the 
state park. See Continuation sheet.
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Beginning at the point where the 1500' contour line crosses the state park 
boundary line, follow- the said contour line northeasterly approximately 
7000', to a point, thenceeast to the east section line of Section 27, thencesouth 
along said section line for 1250', more or less, to a point, thence west 3375' 
to a point, thence southwest 3000', more or less, to a point, thence'west 750', 
more or less to the state park boundaryline, thence north along:, the state park 
boundaryline to the point of origin.
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