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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Located near the corner of Prince George and East Streets
the Patrick Creagh House is one of the best small dwellings
of its period in the area. NIt is a single pile, one-and-a-
half story brick house laid in header bond on the street
facade and English bond on both the rear and exposed NW
end wall. A steeply pitched gambrel roof covers the
structure with wood shingles beneath the present asbestos
shingles. On each side of the roof are three shed dormers
whose roofs follow the same angle of slope as the upper
portion of the gambrel. 1In addition to its single interior
end chimney the house at one time had a center chimney'which
was removed when the house was coverted into two apartments.
During alterations, made sometime after 1875, a door was cut
near the southern end of the building to give private access
to that portion of the house. The building has been re-
stored to a single house and this door converted into a
window.

No original sash seems to remain in the house although
the present 6 light casement windows in the dormers and
first floor (6/6) are harmonious with architecture of the
period. The basement windows originally had segemental
arched brick lintels but several of these have been altered.

There are some visible indications of the original
building methods and later alterations. Irregular lines in
the SW end wall to the right of the door suggest that the
house was built in two sections, but no documentation has
come to light to confirm this. Various patches on the rear
wall indicate the relocation of windows and doors, as well
as the existence of a kitchen ell. Scars on the NW wall of
the adjacent house offer evidence that the ell was rebuilt
more than once.

Very little visible original fabric remains on the .
house's interior. What early fabric that may have dated
into the early part of this century was probably removed
when the house underwent a thorough renovation to convert
it back to a single family dwelling.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Patrick Creagh House is significant architect-
ually as an example of the small, free-standing, mid-
eighteenth century dwellings occupied by Annapolis'
artisan and tradesman class. It is architectually re-
miniscent of the Maryland manor houses of the late seven-
teenth century.

The house was constructed by Patrick Creagh for his
own use sometime between 1735 and 1747. Creagh was a
prominent local builder and is credited with the con-
struction of the 0ld Treasury Building on State Circle,
and the earlier portion of McDowell Hall on St. John's
College Campus, which was originally intended to be a
Governor's Mansion. In addition to building, Creagh
appears variously as a painter, farmer, supplier to His
Majesty's forces in the West Indies, shipwright, ship
owner, tobacco merchant, and owner of a brew house. Often
debt-ridden, his occupations were typi=al -of the.success-
ful colonial entrepreneur whose versatility brought him
business success. According to Annapolis tradition, a
tunnel was built between the Creagh House and the Brice
House. The harbor was much closer to the house in the
eighteenth century and such a tunnel would have greatly
facilitated such undercover activities as smuggling.

In 1806 the house was sold to a free Negro couple,
John and Lucy Smith. "Aunt Lucy" employed herself as a
baker and gained a considerable reputation for "the
choice morsels that her art divined in the kitchen".
However, "Aunt Lucy's" bake shop is now known to have been
located near the corner of Main and Green Streets, and
thus the traditional name, "Aunt Lucy's Bake Shop" for
160 Prince George Street is an erroneous one.

In the late 19th century the house was converted into
two apartments. It has since been restored as a single
family dwelling. '
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