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The Lincoln County Courthouse, which is situated on a square just east of Lincoln's 
business district, was designed in the Richardsonian Romanesque style. The principal 
building material is the local limestone, sometimes called post rock, cut in the 
cyclopean style. The courthouse is two stories high with a basement and is 87 feet 
north to south and 67 feet east to west. The building which is symmetrical on axis is 
surmounted by a central clock tower. The main entrance facing south is slightly 
recessed and crowned with a dormer having three small windows. A flight of eight stone 
steps leads to the arched entranceway. An arch under this set of stairs gives outside 
access to the basement floor. There is a double window with a fanlight above the 
double doors. Smaller arched windows have been placed on either side of the door and 
the window immediately above it. There are two windows with a coupled lintel that is 
slightly arched on the first story on the wings that slightly project from the main 
facade. The double window with a fanlight motif is repeated on the second story. 
These wings are crowned with painted wood pediments. Two windows in the basement 
align with the windows on the first story. The north facade which is the secondary 
entrance is identical to the south facade described above.

Both the eastern and western facades have two semi-circular projections which 
divide the flat wall surface. These facades are also symmetrical. An entrance down 
to the basement floor is centered on each facade. The entrance is accentuated by a 
blind arch over the door. Slightly above this arch are two small rectangular arched 
windows visually joined by a limestone string course. The three arched windows on the 
second story align with those on the first. There are four rectangular windows on each 
story in the semi-circular projection. The lintels of the windows join to form a string 
course. The basement level has only two windows which align with the windows above. 
The entablature of these projections begins above the level of the building's cornice. 
The entablature has a frieze with festoons and dentils below the cornice, which is 
topped with a spire. The end panels are similar to the end panels on the south facade.

The trim on the building is a lighter limestone which mainly accentuates the 
openings. Many of the arches have keystones. A wide limestone string course runs 
above the lintels of the basement windows. The cornice is wood and has a blank frieze 
and dentils. The roof is hipped and covered with asphalt shingles. Rising from its 
center is a tower which is stylistically different from the building. Using Second 
Empire motifs, the tower rises in two stages. The first stage has a mansard type roof 
with a window centered on every face. Below this stage is a painted wood balustrade 
and it is crowned by a cornice with dentils. The second stage has flat faces with an 
Ionic column on each corner. A clock is centered on every face. From this stage 
rises a spire which is topped with a pinnacle.

The building has been modified slightly in modern times. The fanlight windows 
have been painted over in white. The doors have been modernized, air conditioning 
units added in a few windows and a galvanized metal covering added to the entrance 
on the east facade.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The settlement of Lincoln county had begun in 1865 but the county was not organized 
until 1870. Location of the county seat was contested for a year or so but an election 
in February, 1872, established the county seat at Lincoln, or Lincoln Centre as it was 
originally called. The stone courthouse constructed in 1873 was completely destroyed 
by fire on the night of December 7, 1898.

Immediately the county commissioners David Swank, David Shaver and William 
Mueller began the process of planning a new building. In January, 1899, a bill was 
introduced in the state legislature to permit the commissioners to proceed with plans 
and construction. It quickly passed both houses. The commissioners in late January 
toured a number of counties to inspect other courthouses and were apparently most 
impressed by the Ellis county courthouse at Hays City.

Three architects were under consideration and after examining their submitted 
plans in April, C. W. Squires of Emporia was employed. Squires' estimate for the 
construction cost was $18,325. His fee was to be four per cent of the contract price 
less $200. That arrangement was made since Squires couldn't be on the project grounds 
as much as the commissioners thought necessary and a local superintendent would have 
to be hired. Bids were taken in August, 1899. W. P. Baker was awarded the contract 
and the work began in September. The commissioners decided that the time was too 
short to plan a cornerstone laying ceremony so none was held. By mid January, 1900, 
the walls were almost up and as March ended the windows were being installed. The 
roof was finished in late April and by mid-May the plastering was completed. The 
total cost was less than $20,000.

Formal dedication ceremonies were held September 6, 1900. All the pupils of the 
local public school, preceded by two town bands, marched to the courthouse to parti 
cipate in a flag raising ceremony. After that the crowd watched bicycle races, foot 
races and a baseball game. And at 2:00 p.m. the courtroom was packed to hear musical 
numbers specially prepared for the occasion and the oratory of two judges, one of whom 
spoke for more than an hour on the history and growth of the county.

The Lincoln county courthouse has served for more than 75 years as the government 
facility for the county and continues to do so. It is a fine example of construction 
with the native limestone commonly known as post rock.
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