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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL, (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

With exception of repairs, a new shingled roof and the re­ 
location of a porch from the east side to the north, the 
structure appears to be much in the original state. The above 
mentioned porch is not original to the house but was removed 
from another Snowflake residence and added to the Smith Home. 
However, there must have existed a porch on the north side 
originally because of the 2nd story door there.

Foundations are of sandstone and are partially visible above 
the grade level. Wall construction is of red brick which was 
made and fired locally. The brick is laid up in common bond 
fashion. Detail, as seen in the woodwork and trim, is neat and 
crisp. Dormer windows are recessed slightly so as to be flush 
with the plane of the walls; thus breaking the fascia line. 
All wood is painted white. Windows are all double hung.

The roof is a high gable type with the rear wing roof portion 
intersecting it at more or less mid section. The house is one 
and a half storys in height
The house occupies a corner location and is oriented to a 

north-south alignment. A large front yard exists as an approach 
to the house's central entry now on the north (formerly on the 
east). The overall layout is a tee shape. The 
builder was George A. Gardner. The style is similar to the 
Georgian design.
A reconstructed well and a bronze plaque can be seen in the 

front yard. In the back yard there once existed a small vege­ 
table garden and plum trees. The plum trees still remain and 
form a tall hedge-like grouping screening the remainder of the 
rear yard from the house. On the south side of the plum trees 
exist the foundations for a planned reconstruction of a log 
schoolhouse which is to measure approximately twenty-four feet 
in length. However, the building of this cabin is a subject of 
debate among the townspeople, and thus far only the foundations 
exist. These are effectively screened from view of the house 
by the plum trees.

The contents of the house form an interesting museum which 
portrays both the Smith belongings and the contemporary Mormon 
pioneer scene of everyday domestic life. Much of the furnish­ 
ings are original; others are from contemporary Snowflake homes 
nearby. Several of the pieces were transported from the East 
or Midwest to Utah and thence to Arizona.

The house is opened to the visiting public as a period house 
memorial to the LDS settlers who came to the area from Utah.
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The community of Snowflake is mentioned on page 46 of 
Arizona's Interim Preservation Plan, first edition, 1970 as 
a possible district for inclusion upon the National Register 
of Historic Places. The Smith Pioneer Home, along with the 
James M. Flake Home and possibly one other site, are key 
structures within this potential historic district.

Snowflake is a community of descendants from the Mormon 
pioneers who settled the area prior to the turn of the century. 
The town's name is a joining of the last names of LDS Apostle 
Erastus Snow and William Flake, one of the first Mormon 
settlers to the valley and a well known family name.

No less influential to the community's development was the 
Smith family. Among the Smiths, Jesse N. Smith became well 
known because ofr his dynamic religious activities. Smith had 
traveled to Europe both to further the cause of the Church and 
to developghis educational background. He reputedly spoke six 
foreign languages. Jesse N. Smith was also a Bishop within the 
Church of Latter-Day Saints.

The house, nominated as much for its architectural interests 
as for its community significance, was built by Jesse for his 
fifth wife and her nine children. However, Bishop Smith died 
the same year that the house saw completion, 1906, and thus 
never lived within it or saw it in a finished form.

Today, the house stands as a memorial to the Smith family 
and to the Mormon Pioneer effort to settle eastern Arizona. On 
a larger scale, the Smith House and later the proposed district 
of Snowflake, are recognized as representing the LDS movement 
within Arizona. From this religious following have come 
several well known Arizona citizens known on both the State and 
the National scene. Of these, perhaps the Udalls would be the 
best known.



Jesse N. Smith Diary 
Members of the Snowflake Regional Branch of the Jesse N. 
Smith Family Organization 
Pictorial History of Snowflake by Levine
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