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Jf| Original Site

Of the original fourteen adobe buildings, six now stand 
as a museum and monument to the early military efforts 
within what is now Colorado.

The fort was constructed in 1858 to replace Fort Massachusetts, 
six miles to the north. At that time the area was part of 
the Territory of New Mexico. General construction was 
adobe plastered with mud and whitelime. Roofs were of sod 
while floors were laid board. The arrangement of the 
buildings formed a rectangle about the parade ground with 
an ice house located near a pond.

Today, the officers' quarters and the barracks stand. 
Highway 159 dissects the original grounds to the east and 
pass over the area where the hospital stood.

In 1945, the citizens of San Luis Valley presented the 
land and the fort to the State Historical Society of 
Colorado for use as a regional museum. Since that time, 
restoration of the remaining buildings has taken place; 
the exhibits of military life have been installed; and 
rooms have been refurnished to the period when Kit Carson 
was in command of the facilities.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Fort Garland was constructed in 1858 as a r^jjlaceso^nt of 
the camp known as Fort Massachusetts which was six miles 
to the north. At that time the area was part of the 
Territory of New Mexico. Fort Garland was named after 
the commander of the Territory of New Mexico, Colonel 
Brevet Brigadier General John Garland. The original units 
which constructed the Fort were Company E, U. S. Mounted 
Riflemen; and Company A, 3rd U.S. Infantry.

The purpose of the Fort was as a base of operations against 
hostile Indians and to protect the settlers of the San Luis 
Valley. During the outbreak of the Civil War, the Fort 
wasf manned by volunteers; the regulars participating in 
the main theaters of the War. In 1866, Colonel Kit Carson 
with a regiment of New Mexico Volunteers was assigned\tq 
man Fort Garland. He stayed until the summer of 18ft6/^ 
when the Volunteers were mustered out. The critical period 
following the Meeker Massacre at White River Agency in 
1879 saw a tremendous increase in the number of men 
garrisoned at Fort Garland. At one time, camping in the 
area, were 1500 troops, with the coming of more peaceful 
times, the Fort was abandoned in 1883.

Today, the Fort Garland site belongs to the State Historical 
Society of Colorado which has utilized the facilities, after 
restoration, as a regional museum to the public. The story 
of the military, its impact on settlement in the area and 
its role in Indian affairs, as they concern Colorado, are 
presented to the visitor.
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Fort Garland Quadrangle, Colorado
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