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Of the original fourteen adobe buildings, six now stand
as a museum and monument to the early military efforts
within what is now Colorado.

The fort was constructed in 1858 to replace Fort Massachusetts,

six miles to the north. At that time the area was part of
the Territory of New Mexico. General construction was
adobe plastered with mud and whitelime. Roofs were of sod
while floors were laid board. The arrangement of the
buildings formed a rectangle about the parade ground with
an ice house located near a pond.

Today, the officers' quarters and the barracks stand.
Highway 159 dissects the original grounds to the east and
pass over the area where the hgspital stood.

In 1945, the citizens of San Luis Valley presented the
land and the fort to the State Historical Society of
Colorado for use as a regional museum. Since that time,
restoration of the remaining buildings has taken place;
the exhibits of military life have been installed; and
rooms. - have been refurnished to the period when Kit Carson
was in command of the facilities.
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Fort Garland was constructed in 1858 as a replacemené of
the camp known as Fort Massachusetts which was six miles
to the north. At that time the area was part of the
Territory of New Mexico. Fort Garland was named after

the commander of the Territory of New Mexico, colonel
Brevet Brlgadler General John Garland. The original units
which constructed the Fort were Company E, U. S. Mounted
Riflemen; and Company A, 3rd U.S. Infantry.

The purpose of the Fort was as a base of operations against
hostile Indians and to protect the settlers of the San Luis
Valley. During the outbreak of the Civil War, the Fort
was manned by volunteers; the regulars participating in
the main theaters of the War. 1In 1866, Colonel Kit Carson

 with a regiment of New Mexico Volunteers was assigned)to

man Fort Garland. He stayed until the summer of 186
when the Volunteers were mustered out. The critical period
following the Meeker Massacre at White River Agency in
1879 saw a tremendous increase in the number of men
garrisoned at Fort Carland. At one time, camping in the
area, were 1500 troops. With the coming of more peaceful
times, the Fort was abandoned in 1883.

Today, the Fort Garland site belongs to the State Historical
Society of Colorado which has utilized the facilities, after
restoration, as a regional museum to the public. The story
of the military, its impact on settlement in the area and
its role in Indian affairs, as they concern Colorado, are
presented to the visitor.




"Fort Garland" A pamphlet prepared for free distribution by
the State Historical Society Research staff.

Ty L P
I hereby certify that this property is included in the

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion

in the National Register and certify that it has been

National Register.

evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set

level of significance of this nomination is:
National [T} State \m Local [}

FEB 26 1970

Date

Name

ATTEST:

il Loione B | [y - ) [

Keeper of The National Regﬁter‘

Date FEB 1? 197”

Date

i ice. Th ded ; 5
forth by the National Park Service ¢ recommende Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Preserfation

@

The Colorado Magazine-journal of the State Historical Society @
of Colorado Vols. XXVI, XXVIII é:
~
The National Archives - Records of the War Department, f
Offlce.of the Quartermaster General, : o
Consolidated File.(Map of the original layout) .
<
1/ RS
LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES \\i
DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PrOPERTY |0 DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY N
: - 1R OF LESS THAN TEN ACRES >
CORNER LATITUDE : LONGITUDE : © LATITUDE LONGITUDE N
Degrees Minytes Seconds | Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds | Degrees Minutes Seconds
NW 3'! o “ . a L IO‘ o “ ’ 06 ) (o] N - ' o : ', n” ‘
NE [OP o8 . S4. lyog .26 . 37, =
SE 8?02" ,rn -)b".oagf‘. a? " I L T
SW -] ] » tns oé&- b" '\\
APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY: (2 ] LT e g\ -
ILIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES o
STATE: cobe | counTy 7 L S CoDE | m
I ~m
STATE: ~ CODE | COUNTY: [N y N - cope |*:
| A 2
STATE: CODE | COUNTY: VoL ~ R ;\"?/ Cobe |& &
\ AR " »/ ~.. NG
Lo :/ oo
STATE: CoDE | cCOuNTY: R S CoPE -
A
AME AND TITLE:
Robert Fink o
ORGANIZATION DATE -
State Historical Society of Colorado .., . a4 197¢0 -
STREET AND NUMBER: (@)
200 Fourteenth Avenue e z
CITY OR TOWN: STATE CODE .
Denver ‘ Colorado -] 05

%

CAC Thit /o e

1

TN (G

/

/1~

I

~rr Dy

0h5, %p.

/

G2 4 b1 e

I 74



| A

- wan) //.f . 1 - i

sewrouag | oo . 00042 1T ®T®8oS /96T

Ao o T =L *OToD ‘erFueapen’ pueTaep jda0g
| s iy W PR SOTIes ejuutu o) dey *stpeecn
, ST aeNA OPBIOTO, PUBTIED 304

Ny

hd s —
Bluoijeripe

=~ Norsd3NT

' N3
N
\
-
R
EHTUSTRRETRN. N
LG AL
—

anuhUz“\\ -




Form 10-301 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR STATE !
(Dec. 1968) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE colorado
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES COUNTY
Costillo ~
A (Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map) ENTRY NUMBER DATE
() COMMON Fort Garland
-— AND/OR HIsTORIC: FOrt Garland
-
© on Highway 159, one block south of Highway ]76-16@9 Q0,0
= CITY OR TOWN: I\ ‘“\/? <« (Z/’;d’ :."N:‘
x Fort Garland et SCONLN = -
- STATE: CODE |COUNTY: co T R v :,Wco_ge
- colorado costillo”
- U.S.G.S. Map Fort Garland Quadrangle, Colorado
w scate: 1224000
1967
w
w
TO BE INCLUDED ON ALL MAPS

1. Property broundaries where required.

2. North arrow.

3. Latitude and longitude reference.




