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Forestville Historic District is loca pfestville State
Park, located approximately thirty miles south= st of Rochester,
Minnesota, and nine miles west of Preston, Minnesota,

The site, a flat bottomed plain with a trout stream running in a
limestone bed, is rimmed by hills on which is a heavy stand of mature
hardwood timber of many kinds, numbers of white pine and cedar, and a
large variety of other native plant life., At present the area is devoted
to farming wherever the terrain will permit, Two tributary streams and
a number of ravines carry water into the area, and there are numerous
springs near which are dry laid masonry cellars of early buildings. The
site contains intact, the original store and a deserted brick residence
in dilapidated, but restorable condition,

The town site originally contained at least two stores, two hotels,
two sawmills, a gristmill with cooper shop, a disthTery, ‘tavern, a chair
factory, and a blacksmith and wagon shop., It was a stagecoach crossroads
for the Brownsville to Mankato route and the St. Paul to Dubuque route,

In 1858 the town contained about twenty houses and one hundred inhabitants,
and boasted of a brick schoolhouse as early as 1857,

The existing store, known historically as the Meighen Store, was
constructed in 1856 by Robert Foster and Felix Meighen as a permanent
structure for their fledgling business which was originally started in 1853
in a log cabin on the site., It is a two storey structure, executed in
load bearing red brick, fired in a local brick yard, and contains a
residential wing to the side. The frame portion of the wing was added
by the Meighens in the 1870s, The building is a late interpretation of
the Federal Style reflecting the eastern heritage of the town founders
(originally from Greene County, Pennsylvania)., While considerable shoring
has been done to its foundation and a new rough-sawn oak board floor has
been installed, the structure remains unchanged from the day it was closed
in 1910, containing itact, the original store stock left on the shelves
when closed, The residential wing contains many of the original family
furnishings and is augmented by period objects obtained locally. The
building is in generally good condition,.

The Minnesota Historical Society purchased the stock of outdated
store merchandise from the Meighen family when the park was taken over by
the state, and has made it possible to preserve the authenticity of the
inside of the building. The Parks and Recreation Division of the Natural
Resources Department maintains the buildings and grounds and provides
a caretaker-interpreter who is resident of the park. Seasonal additional
help has been funded through local administration of federal aid programs,
with local residents benefiting from this employment. Guided tours are
given by appointment but the store itself is open to the public daily
during the summer,
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Forestville Historic District is significant as a frontier settle-
ment whose founding is representative of the rush for land ‘which followed
the treaty of 1851, This opened to white settlement for the first time
the Minnesota Territory north of Iowa and west of the Mississippi.

Felix Meighen and his brother-in-law Robert Foster recognized early
in 1 1853, the suitability for a town at this site, They were seeking
an opportunity to invest money made in ‘the California gold fields and
in lead mining around Galena, Illinois, A fellow investor was William
Meighen, brother to Felix, who at this time was sheriff of Joe Daviess
County at Galena, They put Robert in charge of the new store at the
log cabin and of their hastily surveyed claims, returning two years
later to plat the town and settle permanently as many others were also
taking up claims., In 1854 a grist mill had been erected by Forest
Henry after their sawmill produced lumber for a frame building. From
1857 to 1868 the Meighens ran a steam sawmill "6 the north side of the
river, During 1856-57 they built the store and residence still existing
and the Freemont House, a hotel standing next to it which was run by
"Major Foster and his wife until her death in 1871. James Eulette had
a chair factory., The town declined and eventually disappeared when
the railroad in the 1870s bypassed the site,

Forestville's history is representative of a typical mid-19th
century town and its early essential industries, The Meighen Store
is significant because along with 1ts original store stock and its
in 1940 as the second best example of their type remaining in Minnesota),
it remains as a veritable museum for early Minnesota history.

The Meighen family is also significant as a force in the early
political development of Minnesota, William Meighen, originally a
Republican, later became deeply involved in the "Greenback Party",
During the 1860s and 70s he served many terms in both the lower and
upper house of the Minnesota state legislature, eventually becoming
that party's candidate for governor of the state in 1879, He is mainly
known for his vehement opposition to the issuance of state bonds for
railroad construction in the 1870s, He was instrumental in establishing
a state constitutional amendment prohibiting bond issuance without
popular referendum; this leading to a state crisis in 1881 whereby the
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8., Significance

existing governor, John S, Pillsbury reconstructed the State Supreme Court in
order to have that amendment overruled, This incident stands out as one of
the more important events in Minnesota's political history.

Thomas J, Meighen, nephew of William and son of Felix Meighen, is
another outstanding figure in Minnesota's political heritage. Originally
entering political life in the Greenback Party, he later rose to prominence
with its successor, the Peoples!'! Party, serving as its first state chairman.
He later served as party candidate for Congress in 1894, lieutenant governor
in 1900, and governor in 1902, He helped found the Farmers' Alliance,
serving as its first vice president under Ignatius Donnelly, the group's
leader and as its state delegate to the Farmers' National Congress at Rock
Island in 1906,

It was Thomas Meighen who ran the family store at Forestville after his
father's death, and it was he who preserved a unique bit of Minnesota history
when he locked its doors to business for the final time in 1912;/
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