
FORM B B U I L D I N G 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, State House, Boston 

t 

In Area no. Form no. 
- 1 

Old Camb. I IC7 

1- Town r.^mhT^idgP. 

2. Photo (3x3" or 3x5") 
Staple to left side of form '  
Photo number fQ ^ 9 -

4, Map, Draw sketch of building location 
in relation to nearest cross streets and 
other buildings. Indicate north. 

z:x 

Address 9 RQ Memorial Drive 

Name Conventual Church o f St. Mary 
and St. John 

Present use church 

Present owner Society of St. John, 
E v a n g e l i s t , Bos-̂ o: 

Description: : , ^ 

Date 19 36 

Source deed records 

Style Medieval 

Architect Cram 8 Ferguson 

Exterior wall fabric stone and stucco 

Outbuildings (describe) 

Other features accurate r e p l i c a o f  

medieval Burgundian forms o f the 

t w e l f t h century. 

Altered No Date 

Moved No Date 

Lot size: " 

One acre or less Over one acr^X 

Approximate frontage 275 f e e t 

Approximate distance of building from street 

2 0 f e e t ' 

Recorded by Bainbr idge Bun t ing 

OrganizationCambridge H i s t o r i c a l Comm. 

Date ., 1964 

I 

50M-5-77 



7. Original owner (if known)_ 

Original use 

I 

Society o f Si?. John the E v a g e l i s t 

.. church 

Subsequent uses (if any) and dates samp. 

8. Themes (check as many as applicable) 

Aboriginal 
Agricultural ...Z'"' 
Architectural 
The Arts . -y 
Commerce * 
Communication 
Community development 

XX 

Conservation 
Education 
Exploration/ 

settlement 
Industry 
Military 
Political 

Recreation 
Religion 
Science/ 

invention 
Social/ 

humanitarian 
Transportation 

XX 

9. Historical significance (include explanation of themes checked above) 

This d i s t i n g u i s h e d Romanesque b u i l d i n g i s the l a s t 
i n a series of Medieval Revival Cambridge churchesi This 
19 36 design by Cram S Ferguson i s the most a r c h a e o l o g i c a l l y 
c o r r e c t o f a l l the C i t y ' s Medieval churches. The church" ' 
i s enhanded by the r i v e r f r o n t s e t t i n g , w i t h f l a n k i n g -•. '-̂ 
monastery b u i l d i n g s and walle d gardens. 

The Conventual Church i s one o f the f i n e s t American 
reproductions o f a medieval b u i l d i n g , done by the foremost • 
a r c h i t e c t i n t h a t v e i n , Ralph Adams Cram. The forms 
are accurate r e p l i c a s o f twel-f-th century Burgundian forms, ' 
and the design was f e a t u r e d i n A r c h i t e c t u r a l Record, June 
1941. While s i x years shy o f being f i f t y years o l d , the 
complex's a r c h i t e c t u r a l d i s t i n c t i o n and vu l n e r a b l e l o c a t i o n 
make immediate r e c o g n i t i o n h i g h l y d e s i r e a b l e . 

10. Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records, 
early maps, etc.) - - * : . - -

'>: '^y 



NPS Fom lO-tOO-a 
(7-»1) 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service •'.A-. 

National Register of Historic Piaces 
Inventory—Nomination Form 
Continuation sheet Item number 

Multiple Resource Area 
Thematic Group 

Name Cambridge Multiple Resource Area 
State 1^ 

Nomination/Type of Review " 

i3J.. Conventual Church of St. Mary 

"̂-"'S"̂  Substantive Revl ev 

132. ^Second Cambridge Savings 
Bank Building . MistknflTe Wavlw 

Date/Signature 

^Keeper / ,}AJ.£UL^ MAI<M-1^AU, ^ d3 &L 

Attest 

y Keeper yZi'P 
Attest 

^ l ^ . Frost, David, House Keeper / j t ^ y ^ f ^ j f y ^ / ^ i o - ^ 

Attest 

y^h. Howe House Substantlvs fievlew Z^Keeper /^k^ Z^^ 
.'s f^rr~ HiQ 

Attest 

•̂ '135. Lowell, The 

^Z?<LJ) 

Keeper L^j^/{^(^k^(-jo-^) 

•̂ >â . Wi l l i s , stillman. House J^*vlr.^ ^ 

Attest 

'l37. Second Waterhouse House y Keeper 

'"138. Harvard- Observatory 

Keeper U)AJJJUIAI\ 

Attest J ' 

~77 / n /TT 
Attest 

Keeper /Z(J.^ Ij) JLdX SL-QLL^"^ 

*t«vi.wi, Attest 

Al»=hou.e Sffatant-to Eevl.« ^Keeper >../4..^ 

' ' '• ' Attest 

»*3j^*\ Lovell Block • iiulis'.'...Hfci U ••. ^ 

..' - • V - Attest 

Attest 

Keeper ^ ^ . / ^ t z k y j / ' 



I 

NATIONAL R E G I S T E R O F H I S T O R I C P L A C E S u«it«d •uu^on«rtm«.t of th. int^^^ 

EVALUATION / RETURN SHEET 
i : ? ^ ^ ^ / U a Z d i l t ^ y ^ ^ ^ z ^ ^ ^ ^ ' y •^•^•^'^'^^  

Property/ ' i^jW^.c^/f^ / C ^ y / ^ ^ j ^ J ^ * ^ / U ^ ) Working No. / A / K - ^ ^ ^ 
Stat*, County y Z " ^ ' ^ t̂̂ a '̂̂ -̂ ^<î  F«d. Reg. Dat*: 
Federal Agency: Date Due? V-A^-y?-

Action: - J ^ C C E P T ^ ? A J 
resubmission RETURN 
npmination by person or local government R E J E C T 
owner objection photos . / . 
jippeal nMps .i-

/ 

Substantive Review: sample request , appeal ^ L N R decision 

Reviewer's comments: ~I^^^JiyyZZJZZZZZyZzy^^ 

'fyaphlz-^ay ^IcpxA^Go-^uL^^L^ J^^Z1^(p eyut..A0.i, lu^ 

Recom./Criteria. (y 
Raviaw«ir ZhAA./Zl/It yyy\ 

nisriplifift ^ <. f i ^ 

Date 
see continuation sheet 

•Nomination returned for: technical corrections cited below 
substantive reasons discussed below 

1. Name 

2. Locat ion 

3. C lass i f ica t ion 
U M 

4. Owner of Property 

5. Locat ion of Legal Pescr ipt ion 

6. Representat ion in Exist ing Surveys 

7. Pescr ipt ion 

«»liilui»l«il unenerea ertgind sn* 

summary paragraph 
completeness 
clarity 
alterations/integrity 
dates 
boundary selection 



0. S igni f icance 

summary paragraph 
completaness 
clarity 
applicable cr i ter ia 
Justif ication of areas 

checked 
relating significance to 

the resource 
context 
relationship of integrity 

to significance 
just i f icat ion of exception 
other 

9. Major Bibl iographical Re fe rences 

10 . Oeographica l P a t a 

11. Form Prepared By 

12. S ta te Histor ic Preservat ion Officer Cert i f icat ion 
Y I M avaliMlari atfnNloanos o4 tfils propa^y artViin Mis Mais ts: 

mUmnml ame tmce» \ 

SiiiK Maiartc ^vaarvaHan OfMoar ots '^ ' t im 

13. Other 

Maps 
Photographs ' ' - -
Other • 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to 

Signed Date Phone: 202 2 7 2 - 3 5 0 4 

Comments for any Item may be continued on an attached sheet 







r Please refer to the map in the 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet 

for this property 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000275 

•y 


