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The Sophie May House is an example of a beautifully proportioned 
Greek Revival temple fronted house of the type popular in Maine between 
the 1830's and 1860's. It is a rectangular brick structure which rests 
on a granite foundation. The two story portico, is fashioned after the 
Grecian Doric order. Two small, one story ells of different heights were 
included in the original plan, for the rear of the building. A low gable, 
running perpendicular to the facade, forms the roof. It extends beyond 
the facade wall to form an overhang. Four graceful Doric columns support 
the projecting entablature.

The entablature has clear and simple lines. The wooden molding of the 
cornice and architrave are sharply articulated. The pediment of matched- 
boarding painted white gives the effect of stone, but still retains the 
graceful ness of wood.

The columns on the east end create three bays in the facade behind them. 
On the first floor, two full length windows occupy the left bays. The main 
doorway takes up the right bay. The door is framed by a pair of shutters. 
Above, in line with the downstairs windows and door, are three double-hung 
windows. All the windows are flanked by louvered shutters and surmounted 
by stone lintels.

The north wall of the two story structure is four bays wide. Each 
bay contains a double-hung window on the first floor. The second floor 
windows are slightly smaller. Continuing on the north wall toward the back 
are the two ells.' The first ell repeats the first floor window design in 
its own two windows. The final addition contains a>d6or^and a window, to 
the right. The door is sheltered by a small Victorian overhang supported 
by carved wooden brackets.

The south wall has three irregularly spaced windows on each level. 
The two windows to the right extend the full length of the first floor. The 
one on the left is a regular double=hung window as are the three on the 
second floor.

The house has a side-hall interior plan. The full-length windows light the 
front parlor, while the rear ells are occupied by the kitchen and service areas.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

This Greek Revival Temple house in Norridgewock beautifully displays 
the style of architecture which achieved great popularity in Maine during 
the thirty years before the Civil War. It was built in 1845 by Cullen 
Sawtelle, a native of the town, who, after graduating from Bowdoin in 1825, 
entered the legal profession and interested himself in politics. After 
serving in the State Senate he was elected Representative to Congress in 
1844 and again in 1848. After the expiration of his second term he sold 
his house to Asa Clark and took up residence in New Jersey.

Rebecca Sophia Clark, the daughter of Asa Clark was born in Norridgewock 
in 1833 and, as a young lady, moved with her family into the Sawtelle house 
on the bank of the Kennebec River. Educated at the Female Academy in 
Norridgewock, she obtained in 1851 a teaching position in Evansville, Illinois, 
living at the home of a married sister. In 1858, progressive deafness forced 
her to give up this position and she returned to Tier home in Norridgewock 
where she spent the remaining years of her life.

Beginning with her first published story in 1861, Rebecca Clark, writing 
under the pen name of "Sophie May", produced over forty volumes of children's 
books which achieved enormous popularity. In an era when books for children 
were largely devoted to didactic lessons exemplified by artificially adult 
child characters, the children in Sophie May's books were believable people 
who captured her young readers' imaginations. Prudy Parlin, Dotty Dimple and 
Flaxie Frizzle were not pious prigs, but rollicking, mischievous young people. 
Her books, mostly written in six volume series were filled with homely 
realism and everyday humor. The town she knew was the scene of most of her 
stories and characters and incidents were frequently drawn from her own 
experience or tales told her by older residenes.

In later years, after achieving a comfortable income from her writing, 
she travelled abroad and wintered in Baltimore, Florida and California. As 
a person she gave willingly of herself and was universally beloved in Norridge­ 
wock. Before her death in 1906 she.donated a library building to the town.

The Sophie May House, in addition to its architectural merit, survives as 
the home of America's first author of what might well be described as books 
for and about real children.
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