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Track Bus No. 19 is a gas-powered vehicle designed and built for the Hetch Hetchy 
Railroad in 1919 by A. Meisler and Sons of Sacramento, California. It consists 
of a 3/4 ton standard White truck chassis converted for use on railroad track, 
with a 12-passenger body. The undercarriage, built by the San Francisco Municipal 
Railway, features a pony truck, a rear wheel braking system, and a self-contained 
turntable. The body of No. 19 has three doors on each side, leather side curtains, 
and was fitted out for use as an ambulance. It was painted red and black with 
gold lettering. No. 19 was the fastest of all the gas-powered vehicles in service 
on the Hetch Hetchy Railroad. It could travel 50 miles per hour, at 16 miles per 
gallon of gasoline.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
Track Bus No. 19 is of local historical significance in the category of 
transportation. It is one of the few survivors of the gasolene-powered rigs 
which ran on the Hetch Hetchy Railroad. Its design was completely unique and 
peculiar to the Hetch Hetchy Railroad.

The Hetch Hetchy Railroad was noteworthy for the number and diversity of gasolene 
engined vehicles which ran on its rails. The railroad required frequent special 
runs for transferring crews, emergency delivery of equipment, and ambulance 
service. The gas-powered vehicles were very economical, flexible, and speedy. 
No. 19 was a multi-purpose car; it carried passengers and also functioned as the 
ambulance for the project. Track Bus No. 19 was sold in 1949 to railroad 
enthusiast and historian Al Rose, who stored the car in a museum in Modesto 
until the National Park Service provided a place for it at the transportation 
museum at El Portal.

The Hetch Hetchy Railroad, for which this car was built and on which it operated, 
was a regionally significant railroad built in the Sierra Nevada Mountains and 
owned and operated by the city of San Francisco. It extended 68 miles from 
Hetch Hetchy Junction on the Sierra Railroad through Groveland to the site of 
construction of O'Shaughnessy Dam in the Hetch Hetchy Valley in Yosemite National 
Park. The railroad was built for the purpose of hauling construction materials 
used in the building of the dam and other portions of the Hetch Hetchy Project, 
an engineering project of regional historical significance to impound water in 
the Sierra Nevada and transport it across the Central Valley of California and 
the Coast Range to the city of San Francisco as needed and to produce hydroelectric 
power in the transportation of the water. Construction of the dam itself 
proceeded from 1915 to 1923, and it was dedicated on July 7, 1923; subsequently 
between 1934 and 1938 it was raised 85^ feet by new construction and rededicated 
in October 1938. The railroad which hauled the material for both jobs was 
begun in 1914 and scrapped in 1950.
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION
The above UTM reference identifies the present location of this object;
as an object, this track bus is not site connected, and its significance
is not dependent upon location; it may be moved without affecting its
significance or National Register listing, although if moved, a correction
of location in the form of a new UTM reference must be filed with the National
Register.
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