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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Greene County Courthouse, a two-story brick and stucco structure, 
is situated in the middle of a central square and surrounded on three 
sides by three public buildings, two of which are also historic. The 
Probate Office was erected in 1856, and the Grand Jury Building in 
1842. The County Library was not added until 1931.

The present building was constructed after the first county courthouse 
burned in 1868. Erected on the old foundations, the exact elevation 
and plan of the former courthouse were used with one exception--the 
new courthouse was constructed with bricks, not wood, and stuccoed on 
the outside.

This late (post bellum) Greek Revival building has a low-pitched hipped 
roof. The stark white walls are given interest by pilasters on the 
second floor. Brackets are affixed to the flat architrave above each 
shaft, supporting the deep cornice. Balconies of iron are situated 
above the four entrances to the building--one to each point of the 
compass. The courtroom, along with the judge's chambers, occupies 
the entire second story, and may be reached by an outside iron stair­ 
way leading to the east balcony.

This solidly-built structure, featuring eighteen-inch-thick walls and 
double-swung green shutters, is currently in good condition.

The Probate Office and Grand Jury Building, both two-story structures, 
are constructed of brick and, stucco. Both buildings reflect the style 
of the courthouse.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Greene County Courthouse, erected in 1869, was "perhaps the last 
Greek Revival public building (constructed) in Alabama," according 
to Architect Clay Lancaster.

This structure is important primarily because it demonstrates the 
waning vitality of Greek Revival architecture in Alabama after 1865. 
In this last structure the Greek Revival has lost its strength: pilasters 
and cornices remain as the only distinguishing features of the style, 
and even the pilasters are reduced to little more than ineffectual frames 
around the upper windows; the cornice has become a thin horizontal pro­ 
jection at odds with the compactness of the building.

The present brick and stucco structure was built on,t.he same foundation, 
following almost the same plan, as the earlier frame building which was 
burned shortly after the Civil War. There was little doubt that the 
fire was a deliberate act of arson perpetrated to destroy indictments 
brought against local citizens by the Reconstruction Government.

The frame building had been constructed in 1838 on land conveyed to the 
county by Asa White, a prosperous settler, after the county seat was 
moved from Erie to Eutaw. A centra 1 square was laid out for the court­ 
house, and lots around the square were sold to finance the building, 
a well-proportioned, two-story frame edifice,
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na­ 
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 
in the National Register and certify that it has been 
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set 
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 
level of significance of this nomination is: 
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I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

National Register.

Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Preserv^TorT

MAR 2 4 1971
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