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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

POPLAR RIVER AGENCY

Early pictures show log and frame buildings. These early

structures were replaced in 1890s with permanent construc-
tion. Agency has the usual complex of offices, quarters,

etc. Condition, good and in use.

Remaining buildings:

l. Academic Building and Quarters. The building was com-
"pleted in 1907. The exterior is made of common buff brick
and metal shingles. 1Inside are plaster walls and ceilings
with oak flooring.. Thé size of the building is 30'x 72°',
with two 27' x 32" wings and one 9' x 1l1' wing.

2. Dining Hall and Kitchen. Built in 1915, this building
has a buff brick and metal shingle exterior with plaster
walls, metal ceilings and maple floors on the inside. The
size of the structure is 32' x 76°'.

3. Hospital. This building was built in 1916 and remodeled
in 1961. It is of brick and wood frame cobnstruction. Size
is approximately 46' x 115°'.

4. Jail. This building was built in 1920 out of stucco on

concrete and wood shingles for a roof. " Interior was plaster
~walls, concrete floors and métal ceilings. Size 38' x 38'.
P B B LU RIS

CAMP POPLAR '

Ofiéiﬁélly a substantial military post (ground plans sur-
‘T,v1ve in the National Archives) immediately adjacent to the
" agency; none of the military bulldlngs remain today.

The site lies within the following boundaries:. -Beginning
at intersection of C Street and 1lst Avenue in Poplar*
thence in a northerly direction 1/5 mile; thence in a
northwesterly direction 1/10 mile; thence northerly 1/5

- mile to intersection with Poplar Creek; thence easterly

" 1/5 mile; thence southerly 1/2 mile; thence westerly
following C Street 1/10 mile to beginning p01nt.
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1to minimize troop needs in the area.  Theé ‘agency was located
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE '7 \ \ . .
In the winter of 1868-69 the flrst sub- agenc 1t in this

area to furnish rations to the 1ower A551n1b01ne, Santee Sioux,
Gros Ventre and River Crows. The main purpose for this sub-
agency called Ft. Browning was to’ keep the Indians from going
to Fort Benton where trouble was growing as the numbers of
settlers arrived. This agency was called Fort Browning and
was located south of the Milk River, across from the present
town of Dodson. It operated until 1873.

Meanwhile, in 1871 an agency was established at Fort Peck to
serve the lower Assiniboine and several Sioux bands. The
agency was situated within the stockade at Fort Peck, which

had been built in 1867 by the firm of Durfee and Peck, holders
of government contracts to supply military posts and Indian
agencies in the Northwest. 1In 1877 the Fort Peck Agency was
moved to its present location at Poplar. This new Poplar River
Agency replaced the Fort Peck tradlng post as the government
headquarters for dealing with the recently surrendered Sioux
and with the friendly Assiniboines. This was one of the govern
ment's early, interesting and successful experimentsat placing
friendly and hostile tribes together on the same reservation

south of the present "government row" in Poplar (see photo
266-69-157) . Headquarters when this photo was taken, between
1916-1920, was the building with the flagpole and cannon in
front.

Late in 1880, the army sent the 1lth infantry from Ft. Custer
to establish a post (Camp Poplar) at Poplar Creek to help bring
in the Indians who had scattered after the Battle of the Little
Big Horn in 1876. The post had a strategic location relative
to the -newly surrendered Sioux. Chief Gall was captured across
the Missouri River just south of Poplar in January, 1881, by
Major Ilges. The army post was active until 1893 when it was
turned over to the Bureau ot Indian Affairs for use by the In-
dian Boarding School.

Please refer to Supplement




American Historical Society, MONTANA, ITS STORY AND BIOGRAPHY
EXECUTIVE DOCUMENTS, lst Session, 47th Congress, 1881-82,Vol.2
Long, James L., THE ASSINIBOINES, University of Oklahoma Presg
Prucha, F.P., MILITARY POSTS OF THE U.S.,1783-1890,

(Wisconsin Historic Society)

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES
DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY 0 DEFINING EHFELCEi:TTiRAzO;:T 2FRAEPR°PERTY
R \ N ACRES
CORNER LATITUDE LONGITUDE LATITUDE LONGITUDE
Degrees Minutes Seconds Degtees Mmufes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds | Degrees Minutes Seconds
NW 80 07 ' 0 3 bd 10 l ’ 43 » [o] » » o ’ ”
NE 480 07+ 03~ {1050 11 : 29 »
SE 48 06° 40~ (1050 11 : 29 =
swW 48 06' 40- 1105 0 11 -43
APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY: 50 acres

ILIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE: CODE COUNTY CODE

STATE: CODE COUNTY: CODE

B

R LT

STATE: CODE COUNTY: CODE

COUNTY:

NAME AND TITLE:

~a “‘,{\l\

Robert A. Murray, Historic Consultant é»\;,i,g;'/”

ORGANIZATION ) DATE
State Fish and Game Department Sept., 1968

STREET AND NUMBER:

Mitchell Building

CITY OR TOWN: STATE CODE

Helena

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na- . . L .
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law I hereby certify that this property is included in the

89-665), 1 hereby nominate this property for inclusion National Register.
in the National Register and certify that it has been MM
. iteri d PI
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set {/M ZL(L

forth by the Nati 1 Park Service. The recommended
o v the Nlationa” Fark servic © Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Pre&vatton

level of significance of this nomination is:

National [X] State [ Local [ MAY 2 g 1970

Name7 7 /W - .

Wesley R. Woodgé&rd

Title

pate __March 17, 1970 pate _ BT - MAY 7 gp

,"
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Statement of Significance, Continued:

#8
(Supplement to Statement of Significance)

All of the buildings were wood, and most were log structures.
They have long since Béen destroyed. In the late 1890s dormi-
tories were built for girls and boys and in 1907, the academic
building and quarters was completed. 1In 1915 a new dining
hall and kitchen was built. In 1916 a hospital was built.

After the boarding school was discontinued, in the mid-1920s,
the dormitories continued to be used but the children went to
public schools. After 1935 the buildings were used for other
purposes. In 1953, the Indian agency headquarters took over the
0ld dining hall and kitchen and a year later the Tribal Council
began using the academic building for their regular business.
The hospital was turned over to the Public Health Service in 1955
and in 1961 was converted to a clinic. The tribal jail was
built in about 1920. It was used as a jail until 1966 when it
was replaced by a new building. 1In 1967 the old jail was con-
verted to a museum.
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(Dec. 1968) ‘ NATIONAL PARK SERVICE Montana
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scace: 15 minute series

DATE:

TO BE INCLUDED ON ALL MAPS

1. Property broundaries where required.
2. North arrow.
3. Latitude and longitude reference.
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