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This lime kiln, erected in 1877, is constructed of irregularly-cut undressed 
limestone, with exterior wood bracing. It is approximately 24 feet high, 
with base dimensions of 16' x 16 f . There are three corbel-arched openings 
at the base of the structure, one of which has a keystone arch recessed 
behind the corbel arch. The interior walls are lined with firebrick, 
stamped "AW", probably made by the local firm of Alsip and Woodward in 
Decorah. The* kiln has gradually deteriorated over the years, due to weathering, 
It is located in an overgrown, hilly area used for pasture, approximately 
one mile northwest of the site of the old Winneshiek Paper Company of 
Freeport,
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The Birdsall Lime Kiln is significant as a remnant of a local 19th-century 
industry, the production of lime from the native stone so prominent in this 
region. It is also the last known element which may be associated with the 
Winneshiek Paper Company of Freeport, which operated from 1869 until destroyed 
by fire in 1905. Apparently, much of the lime produced at Birdsall's kiln 
was used by this company in its paper-making processes, but was also used 
elsewhere, as evidenced by advertisements offering free delivery within 
a five-mile radius of the kiln.

The kiln, called one of "Randall's Perpetual Lime Kilns"(Decorah Republican, 
11 May 1877) was erected by J.A. Birdsall. Sold through distributors (such 
as Willam M. Fannon and later H.A. Hegg, both merchants in Decorah), the 
lime produced here was used in mortar for masonry construction, or, at the 
paper mill, mixed with sulphuric acid and straw.
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Revision of Statement of Significance:

The Birdsall Lime Kiln is significant as a local example of one of Iowa's earliest, 
and now largely obsolete, industries. Production of lime for mortar, papermaking, 
and other uses was a significant element in the economy of northeast Iowa during 
the 19th century, due to the abundance of readily available stone, and hardwood 
(principally oak) to burn it. The largest producers of lime were located in 
Jackson County, but small-scale production could at one time be found in nearly 
all northeast, and some north central, counties in Iowa.

The Birdsall kiln near Freeport, built in l8yA, is representative of the 
type of structure used in Iowa's 19th century lime industry. It was a very 
local operation, most of the output going to the Winneshiek Paper Company 
in Freeport. The rest was deliverable in a 5-mile radius from the kiln, 
or was sold through Decorah distributors such as Wiliam Fannon and H.A. Hegg.

The date at which J.A. Birdsall's kiln was abandoned is not known. It may 
have continued operations until the turn of the century, in competition with 
such large producers as Hurst in Jackson County. By 1900, however, cement, which 
used gypsum rather than lime, was becoming increasingly popular as a component 
of mortar. Also, the Winneshiek Paper Co., which used the bulk of Birdsall's 
lime, burned in 1905 and was not rebuilt.


