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The Baxter House, built c, 1805, is a two and a half story wooddframe clap-
boarded structure with a gable roof,in the Federal style. The five bay main story
of the east facade features a central doorway with upper half sidelights and a fan
light above. The doorway is framed by a lattice~work wooden trellis and is flanked
by pairs of six-over~six windows. The second story features a central six-over-six
window over the doorway again flanked by pairs of similar six-over~six windows.

The half story consists of two six-over-six gable dormer windows. The north and
south sides of the house have one window on each of the stories, all six-over-six
with the half story window slightly smaller: than the others, All of the windows
in the main structure have bBlack louvre shutters. The ‘attached two story ell fea-
tures two six-—over-six windows for each story on either side. The cornice on the
main building and the ell features widely spaced paired brackets.
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In 1907, when purchased by James Phinney Baxter, the building was
shifted ontoa new foundation on the same site, about twenty feet back
from its original location. This was to provide a more comfortable
setback and, if anything, improved the ambiance of the property.
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carpenter-builder, c. 1805.

The Baxter House ;'ih Gorham was built by Isaac Gilkey, a well-known local

Dr. Elfthu Baxter, who -established himself as a good

citizen and a faithful and successful physician, bought the house in 1812 He

lived there for about 20 years with his wife and four children.

After Dr. Baxter died the house was occupied for several years by Dr. N.H.
Cary and family. Annie Louise Cary, the noted singer was his daughter.

James Phinney Baxter, son of Elihu, later purchased his former home in 1907
and had it moved to its present site. James' son, Percival P, Baxter (1876-1969),
who lived in the house, was twice Governor of Maine. He bestowed two remarkable
gifits on the State of Maine: Baxter State Park and the Baxter School for the
Deaf on Macworth Island with sufficient funds to maintain each.

On September 23, 1908, James P. Baxter donated the Baxter House to the Town
of Gorham. as a museum in honor of his father , Dr. Elihu Baxter,
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The house is significant because of its association with the Baxter
and Cary families. In addition to Dr. Baxter and his grandson, Percival
P. Baxter, it should be noted that James Phinney Baxter (Dr. Baxter's
son) was probably Maine's most prolific historical writer, was for many
years president of the Maine Historical Society, served for six years as
Mayor of Portland, and gave the funds for the construction of the Portland
Public Library.

Although taking place less than 50 years ago, Percival Baxter's gift
to the State of Maine in the 1930's of over 200,000 acres of wilderness
including Mount Katahdin, Maine's highest peak, must rank as philanthropy
of exceptional significance.

Architecturally the house, while not outstanding, is significant as
a well proportioned Federal style house in what was, at the time of its
construction an entirely rural setting. The generous proportions of the
windows 1s unusual for a house in this context. The minor bits of Italianate
decoration do not detract from the essential integrity of the house,



