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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Coral Gables City Hall building is a three-story,
apsidal shaped structure constructed primarily of Florida key
limestone with stucco exterior walls. The low hip roof is
covered with Spanish barrel tile. The City Hall was built in
1927 at a cost of $250,000, and was designed by architects
Phine Paist and Denm;ﬂ/Fink whose other works appear through-
out the City of Coral Gables. The curving apse is perhaps the
most notable feature of this landmark building which follows
the Spanish ggﬁaissance style of architecture. There are two
entrances to the building, each located on the north and south
facades. The south facade has engaged pilasters supporting an
entablature and two molded panels forming the surround which
rises through the second story and forms the surround for the
window abgve this entrance. This entry is completed by a cast
stone shgjild.

The north entrance is flanked by engaged columns, support-
ing a narrow balcony. The balustrade on the balcony contains a
panel with the words "City Hall" inscribed. The balcony doors
have a surround of engaged pilasters supporting an entablature
and an ornate shield. The west facade entrance and the balcony
above are located in a two-story niche. The surround is simple
having engaged columns on the first story and the top of the
niche crowned with a shield. The balcony overlooks the garden
courtyard which is enclosed by walls on the west and north, the
west facade and a loggia on the south.

The apsidal end is semicircular in plan with a smooth
rectangular stone block base pierced by casement windows at

regular intervals. The center of the base contains a panel with

a stone relief face over a half basin which sits in a semi-
circular pool. Water runs from the mouth of the sculpture into
the basin and the pool. The upper portion of the apse has two-
story composite order columns around the perimeter. The walls
are recessed behind the columns. The roof line is completed
with a stone balustrade interrupted at the center by an ornate
relief panel.

The city hall is crowned by a three stage tower. Each
stage is square and smaller than the one below. The tower has
an ornamental metal roof. The second stage has a louvered
panel in each face; the third stage has a clock in each face.
The tower is reputed to be a replica of the tower on the city
hall of Sevilla, Spain.

The walls of the square block also have a smooth base on
the first story. The north and west facades have engaged
pilasters from the base to the lower edge of the third-story
windows. The pilasters are stone, the walls are painted stucco
The building has an entablature over the second story and over

L the third story as well.
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The interior features a mural by Joh t. John,
American muralist, covering the wall of e stair well
at the third floor level. Entitled "Landmarks of the

Twenties," it depicts early Coral Gables scenes and
structures.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Coral Gables City Hall building is an impressive
municipal structure designed in a style reminiscent of
Mediterranean architecture. The structure was built of
Florida limestone in 1927 at a cost of $250,000. The
building was the creation of Denman Fink and Phineas Paist,
whose other works are found throughout Coral Gables.

The building location, at the head of prestigious
Miracle Mile, is the focal point as one enters the City of
Coral Gables, and is one of the City's most stately buildings.
As a municipal building, it is certainly one of the most
outstanding architectural examples to be found in the
State of Florida.
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Mary K. Evans, Historic Sites Specialist
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been
evaluated according to the c-iteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended
level of significance of this nomination is:
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