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4. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the Natioaal Histone Preservation Act of 1986, as amended, |
hereby ceruify that this __x_nomination _____ reauest for determination of eligibility meets the
documentation standards {or registering properiies in the Natonal Register of Historic Places
and mee!'s the procedural and professioial requirements set forth in 36 CEFR Part 60. In my
opinion, the property __x_meets _____ does ne. meet the National Register Criteria. ____ See

contimuatiog sheet.
4__ Ww 5 /G- F2_

Signature of certifving olMicial Date

orest Seovrise

State or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property _X__meets ____ does not meet the National Register criteria.

—._ Se¢ continuation sheet.
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Date

{ compfienting or other official

CALIFORNIA OFFICE OF HISTORIC PRESERVATION
State or federal agency and bureau

3. National Park Service Cersfication

I, hereby certify that this property is:

- ,(_[ entered in ihe National Register. _.&MMMQK!— 6/26 [g=

See continuation sheet.
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National Register.
removed [vom the Natioral Register
.. Other {cxplain):

{u Signaiure of Keeper Dute of Action
6. Furction or Use
Historic Functions:
TRANSPORTATION Sub: PEDESTRIAN RELATED

Current Functions:
TRANSPORTATION Subh: PEDESTRIAN RELATED
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7. Description

Architectural Classification:

Other Description: VERNACULAR ENGINEERING

Materials: foundation roof
walls other EARTH & STONE

Describe present and historic physical appearance. _X_ See continuation sheet.

8. Statement of Significance

Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties:

Applicable National Register Criteria: A & C
Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) :

Areas of Significance: EXPLORATION & SETTLEMENT
ENGINEERING
TRANSPORTATION
COMMERCE

Period(s) of Significance: 1850 - 1939

Significant Dates :

Significant Person(s):

Cultural Affiliation:

Architect/Builder:

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods
of significance noted above. _X _See continuation sheet.



9. Major Bibliographical References

X _See continuation sheet.
Previous documentation on file (NPS):

__ preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) has been requested.
__ previously listed in the National Register

__ previously determined eligible by the National Register

__designated a National Historic Landmark

__recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey #

__recorded by Historic American Engineering Record #

Primary Location of Additional Data:

State historic preservation office
Other state agency

Federal agency

Local government
University

Other -- Specify Repository:

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of Property: 37.66
UTM References: Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing

Michigan Bluff 10 696080E 4323560N
Deadwood 10 699965E 4328100N
Last Chance 10 705200E 4331400N

See continuation sheet.

Verbal Boundary Description: _X See continuation sheet.

Boundary Justification: _X See continuation sheet.

11. Form Prepared By

Name/Title: Hal V. Hall and Thomas Winter

Organization: Western States Trail Foundation Date: July 10, 1991
Street & Number: 701 High Street Telephone:  (916) 823-7282 or
322-7557

City or Town: Auburn State: California  ZIP: 95603
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DESCRIPTION

Summary: The Michigan Bluff-Last Chance Trail is an actively used dirt and rock bed trail
beginning at the town of Michigan Bluff in Placer County, California, and traveling eastward into
and out of the canyon of El Dorado Creek a measured distance of 6.09 miles to the town site of
Deadwood on Deadwood Ridge. Traveling northeast along Deadwood Ridge on the Deadwood
Road the measured distance is 1.45 miles, continuing (.39 miles eastward to the edge of the ridge
at Devils Basin (also known as Devils Thumb). From this point descending into the North Fork of
the Middle Fork of the American River Canyon, and out to the town site of Last Chance, is a
distance of 4.5 miles. (The distances recorded above are from measurements obtained in 1985 by
the Course Certification Committee of The Athletics Congress). The trail is a portion of the
Western States Trail beginning in Carson City, Nevada through Squaw Valley on the eastern side
of the Sierras and continuing along historic roads and trails, and modern roads and trails through
the town of Auburn, in Placer County, to Sacramento, California.

The Michigan Bluff-Last Chance Trail was described and mapped by John A. Shields, Placer
County Surveyor, and assisted by Wendell Robie, C.J. Coqouz, and D.J. Dobbas as named by the
Placer County Board of Supervisors in 1949. The description was publicly filed concurrently with
Ordinance 312, Series B, on January 14, 1954. The trail, according to the public record, is shown
on the Colfax Quadrangle Sheet of the Unites States Geological Survey surveyed in 1885 to 1887,
Edition of 1902, as reprinted in November 1922. The public record indicates the following
specific description of the trail as being the, "Trail starting at Michigan Bluff in Section 22,
Township 14 North, Range 11 East, MDB&M, thence Northeasterly on the Michigan Bluff-
Deadwood trail across El Dorado Canyon to Deadwood, thence Northeasterly to Last Chance
(across the North Fork of the Middle Fork of the American River)." Last Chance is located in
Section 34, Township 15 North, Range 12 East, MDB&M.

The mining towns of Michigan Bluff, Deadwood, and Last Chance are connected by a switch-back
trail that descends 1900 feet from Michigan Bluff down the El Dorado Canyon, climbs 2000 feet
up and over Deadwood Ridge, drops 2000 feet and crosses the North-Middle Fork of the
American River and winds up the canyon 2100 feet to Last Chance. ,_

Historic Account and Description of the Trail: Francis P. Farquhar provided an edited version
of explorer, surveyor, William H. Brewer's account of his expedition through California between
1860-1864. Brewer was chosen by Professor Josiah Dwight Whitney, to head a field party to map
geological, botanical, and zoological resources. Brewer's expedition occurred at the height of the
Nevada Silver Boom, and during a period when California's economy was beginning to shift from
mining to agriculture. Of particular importance for this report is Brewer's account of his journey
over the Sierra along the Placer County Emigrant Road to a point where the road divided (at
Robinson Flat) and one branch continued along the Foresthill Divide to Secret House and down to
Foresthill, and the other into Last Chance. The excerpt describes the trail section of interest in this
nomination.
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August 29, 1863. We were off early, but were directed on the wrong trail and it cost us
much labor. We followed on down the volcanic table, with a deep canyon on the south,
the air very hazy and thick, the foothills becoming lost in the haze in a few miles. We were
rapidly getting into a warmer climate. At noon we struck a mining town, Last Chance-hot,
dusty in the extreme. Here we found we were on the wrong trail and had to cross three
deep canyons. A trail is cut down the steep sides. We descended some 1,500 feet, then
rose another volcanic table as high as the first-the top of this canyon, from table to table, is
not over three-quarters of a mile to a mile, its depth about 1,500 feet. We crossed this this
table, passed the little place called Deadwood, and then we had the El Dorado Canyon to
cross-still worse-nearly or quite two thousand feet deep, its sides still steeper. Here is a
toll trail, very narrow-often a misstep on the narrow way would send the horse and rider,
or mule and pack, down hundreds of feet, to swift and certain destruction. It was fearful,
yet we had to $1.50 for the privilege of passing it. There is a cluster of mining cabins in
the canyon. A nugget has just been taken out that weighs seventy-eight ounces (over eight
pounds) and worth some $1,500.

Well, we came out of that and stopped last night at Michigan Bluffs, a mining town. The
town is supported by claims in "washed gravels" that from bluffs nearly two thousand feet
above the bottom of the canyon, yet stratified by water. Our horses cost us two dollars
each for keep over night. I was anxious to get on, so came to Forest Hill this morning, six
miles, once more on a wagon road, but hot and dusty-temperature over 90. (Farquhar
1966: 446-448).

Gold Rush Towns Along the Route: Michigan City (later named Michigan Bluff), Deadwood
and Last Chance were described in various sources, including a federal survey in 1853 and
directories from 1861, 1879-80, and 1875. These descriptions provide a very visual image of life
in remote mining towns of this region.

Michi i ichigan Bluff
Lieutenant R. S. Williamson, Corps of Topographical Engineers described Michigan City on
August 14th 1853.

The road from Forest Hill to Michigan City winds about the elevated plateau of the divide,
among the tall pines and firs, and skirts the deep canyon valley of the Middle Fork (of the
American River). The stream was flowing nearly three thousand feet below us for most of
the distance. These canyons are like great furrows in a vast slope or plateau. Before
reaching Sarahville we stopped at Baker's Rancho, a house beautifully located among the
tall pines. There is a fine stream of pure cold water a short distance above, and a pipe from
it delivers a constant stream into a large trough at the foot of a towering pine. This trough
is a giant of its kind, being twenty feet long, three wide, and two deep. It is cut from a
single log, and the bottom is strewn with quartz crystals and pebbles, which show
distinctly through the transparent water.
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Michigan City - This thriving mining town is on the north side of the Middle Fork, and
about 2,000 feet above the stream. The surface was originally covered with pine forest; but
most of the trees have been cut away, and those that remain near the town are trimmed up
to the very top, so that they more resemble liberty poles that trees. In June, 1852, the site
was marked by but one little log cabin, and today it is one of the largest towns in the
country. There is here a deep and widely-extended deposit of auriferous drift, covering the
underlying slate from view. Whole acres of this drift have been swept away by the miners
to depth of from ten to sixty feet, or down to the "bed-rock" of slate.

All this drift is washed by what is called the "hydraulic method," an improvement in the art
of placer mining and washing which originated among the miners of California, and which
enables them to mine and wash nearly ten tons of earth where, under the old methods, they
could scarcely wash one.

The operation, as in the case of washing down the bank, is a continuous one, and requires
little labor or attention, except to keep the sluice from clogging. This is done by one or two
men, who walk up and down and throw out the large stones with forks.

The following description is from the 1861 Directory. The description is of the period when the
hydraulic mining was undermining the very town. Michigan City was in the process of being
moved up to higher ground in the spring of 1861. The later site was called Michigan Bluff. The
writer described the businesses in town.

2 stone fireproof stores, 2 clothing stores, 5 provisions stores, 3 hotels, 2 restaurants, 2
expressmen, 4 barbers, 2 limbs of the law, 3 doctors, 2 bankers, 14 grog sellers, 5
shoemakers, 2 German tailors, 6 sons of Vulcan, 1 watchmaker, 5 billiard/gambling
saloons, 2 livery stables, 2 tin men, 2 druggists, 40 free masons, 60 odd fellows, 100
Sons of Temperance, 1 Methodist preacher, congregation of 50, 1 school teacher, 1
musician, 2 justices, 1 sheriff, 2 constables, and 1 auctioneer.

Deadwood
The 1861 directory describes Deadwood as follows. The date is "Christmas of the present winter
(1860)".

Town is isolated, the country surrounding it not admitting any settlements nearer than El
Dorado Canyon and Michigan Bluff on the one side, and Devils basin and Last Chance, on
the other. There is no wagon road leading to the town from the valleys and settlements
below, except that leading up the main divide by the Forks House and Secret Springs, and
around the head of El Dorado Canyon, and down the narrow ridge, to the town, making a
circuit of some seventy miles from Michigan Bluff to wreak the town, seven miles distant.
There is good trail leading across the canyon from Michigan Bluff to Deadwood and Last
Chance, over which the supplies of settlers are transported on the backs of mules.
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The number of inhabitants is stated at 160 to 175.

The sides of the ridge upon which it (Deadwood) stands are so steep, that rocks rolled from
the top in some places would continue their motion until they reached the bed of El Dorado
Creek on the other side, or the north fork of the Middle Fork of the American River on the
other, a mile distant from the place where they were set in motion.

Tunnel mines are listed by name in the 1861 directory; by number, there were 5 tunnels in El
Dorado Canyon, 29 in Deadwood, five of which were over 500 feet in length. 16 tunnels in Last
Chance, 5 over 500 feet long.

Last Chance
The village of Last Chance (is) situated up in the mountains, on a ridge.....at nearly
elevation of 5000'.

Diggins were discovered in the canyons and gulches in the section of country in which Last
Chanced is situated, in the spring of 1850, but there was no permanent settlement made
there until 1852. On the ridge commencing immediately above the village, an open glade
commences, and extends for several miles to the eastward; but on both sides of this bald
spot is growing the finest kind of timber, reaching far down upon the mountain sides
towards the canyon.

Village is composed of about 25 houses upon the main street, and contains about seventy-
five inhabitants, all of whom are industrious and steady miners, or careful and money-
making traders. In 1859, Messrs. Parkinson & McCoy succeeded in bringing water into
the diggins from the main prong of the American River.

1858...A Division of the Sons of Temperance was organized, ....at the end of the first year
of its existence a splendid hall had been built.... Voting population of about 70.

The greatest back set to the rapid development.... is the great depth which the snow falls in
the winter. During the winter season it is sometimes impossible for miners to obtain
supplies, except by packing themselves over the snow from Deadwood, a distance of seven
miles. After the snows fall at the beginning of the winter season, it is sometimes months
that the inhabitants have no intercourse with the lower world, except occasionally when an
expressman travels over the snow to Michigan Bluff to procure letters and papers, which
he takes to the people at the moderate charge of 25 cents for each letter and paper.

The 1875 Placer County Directory reveals the changing fortunes of the mining camps along the
trail.
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n
(A) mining village, once of considerable importance....1860, 79 votes; 1873 total vote
30....V. Wonn & Co., General Merchandise. M. Jansen, Boarding House

Once a thriving mining town, is now a place of small importance. It is situated on a high,
narrow ridge, seven miles east of Michigan Bluff, and is reached by a pack-trail from that
place to Last Chance.

i
Town is connected to Auburn by good road. Powells' Stage Line; Bunker, George - Toll
Gate keeper (assumed to be the toll trail to Deadwood); Freitag, Charles - Postmaster;
Willey, Walter - General Merchandise and Wells Fargo agent.

By the 1879-80 Placer County Directory, only Michigan Bluff is listed. It is likely that the
inhabitants of other local towns such as Deadwood and Last Chance have been lumped in with
Michigan Bluff.

Michigan Bluff - place of 300 inhabitants,... Termini of Powells' stage line....principal
Hotel is the Phoenix....P. Powell prop. alt. 3456'

River Canyon: The rivers in both El Dorado Canyon and North-Middle Fork of the American
River Canyon ("river canyons") are representative of the drainage of the central and northwestern
Sierra Nevada mountain range slope. It has a sharply incised, deep, nearly straight river canyon
with a low stream gradient and a smooth, gentle regional slope on the ridge lines. The upper
portions of the drainage have increased stream gradients and more irregular ridge topography. The
rivers flow through long, narrow valleys, being confined by the steep canyon walls that extend
some 1,200 to 2,500 feet above the river.

The river canyons are generally accessible only by trail. The only bridges across each of the rivers
are Forest Service trail bridges located near the Rainbow Land Mine in El Dorado canyon and in
the bottom of the North Middle Fork of the American River canyon where the trail crosses. There
are unimproved roads to both town site of Last Chance and Deadwood along ridge lines and from
different directions than the trail. Also, there is a rugged jeep trail to the vicinity of the trail bridge
in El Dorado Canyon that is derived from the Foresthill Divide near Chicken Hawk Road. The are
no road crossings of either river within this area.

Characteristics: The canyon walls move in so that the river canyon becomes a mere slot with the
riverbed varying from a few feet to 50 feet in width.

Vegetation species and density change with almost each bend in the river, with mixtures from small
stands of mixed conifer to extensive stands of hardwoods (oak, maple, and bay).
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The only evidence of man's presence is the remains of the mining location of the Rainbow Land
and Pacific mines and some related water ditches, collection ponds, and equipment. The remaining
portions of the area, like Devil's Basin near Devil's Thumb, contains a variety of historical type
activities which took place during the California gold rush era.

The north-facing slopes are vegetated with mixed conifer and hardwoods while the south-facing
slopes support mixed hardwood and brush species.

Landforms: Canyon lands are the deep, middle reaches of the major Sierra Nevada streams
including the El Dorado Canyon and North Middle Fork of the American Rivers, that were formed
during the period of erosion that followed the overlying of the range by deposits from volcanic
material. This material included ash, andesite mud-flows and other rock flows. Slopes of this area
steep, varying from 30 per cent to vertical. The stream gradients are generally low to moderate,
and the character of the river canyon faces and slopes vary. In the steeper portions where the
exposed rock faces are viewed from the river bottom, it gives an enclosed feeling; when viewed
from the canyon rim, it provides a perception of great depth and height.

Minerals: Metallic mineral resources of the two canyons consist mainly of gold, silver and
chrome. Minor amounts of copper, lead and zinc occur in some gold-silver deposits. Most of the
gold and silver lode deposits are quartz veins. Placer gold deposits occur in late Tertiary,
Pleistocene and Recent gravels. The chrome deposits are pods and lenses in ultramafic rock.
(U.S. Bureau of Mines 1977).

Climate: The river canyons have a Mediterranean-type climate marked by warm, dry summers;
colder, wet winters; with a fairly large range in daily and seasonal temperatures. Weather varies
considerably by elevation and season.

Air: Air quality within the river canyons is excellent although there are times when pollutants
which drift in from the Sacramento valley with the prevailing westerly and southwesterly winds.
These winds are also a major influence which minimize drift of emissions from I-80 to the north
into the river canyons.

The diurnal windflow pattern typical of mountainous regions in which winds flow up drainages
during the daylight hours and down in the night-time hours along with prevailing winds being
parallel to the drainage helps to "flush” out the river canyon.

Vegetation: The flora in the two canyons is diverse, interesting and to some extent complex.
Geologic variability and climate have combined forces to make the river canyons an interesting
mosaic of plant communities.

The river canyons are considered to be well covered with vegetative types that normally occur in
the range of thermic and mesic soil temperature classes and that can also be correlated with aspect
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and soil types. There are considerable areas of rock and rock outcrops on which little to no
vegetation grows. These areas are more extensive on the north canyon walls except where rock
slopes and cliffs are predominate on both the north and south sides of the canyons.

The conifers consist of: digger pine, Douglas fir, incense cedar, jeffery pine, ponderosa pine,
sugar pine, California nutmeg, red and white fir. Hardwood species include alder, willow, aspen,
big leaf maple, interior and canyon live oak, black oak, California Bay and associated shrubs.
Meadows are not common to the river canyon area.

Except for mining, past uses and activities in and along the river have been minimal and have not
contributed in any noticeable alteration of the vegetation. Mining may have had some impact in
very small local areas; however, this activity took place 40 to 100 years ago and what impact it had
on the vegetative composition is not apparent to the average river canyon user at this time.

Poison oak is common to much of the river canyon area below 4,000-foot elevation.

There are no known findings of threatened or endangered plant species within the river canyons.
However, this does not mean that there are none, since the river canyons are within the range of
several species on the list.

Timber: Very little or no timber harvesting has occurred within the immediate river canyons.
Most of the timber that has been removed has been along the upper edges of the canyon near Last
Chance and Deadwood.

The steep canyon slopes, inaccessibility, small volumes and scattered timber have all been
important reasons for the lack of timber harvest activities within the river canyons in the past. The
federal lands within the river canyon will continue to be managed for values other than their timber
resource.

Most of the trail district's productivity is rated as non-commercial.

Therefore, in consideration of the above, with the timber in the river canyons not being a part of a
standard timber management component and not expected to be included as such in the future, the
average annual potential yield from National Forest lands is considered to be insignificant.

Noise: Noise associated with man's activities is limited within the river canyons. It is mainly
associated mostly with motorbikes, and, to a lessor extent, suction dredges.

Recreation: The mountains, forests, rivers, streams and lakes of the Sierra Nevada provide a
wide choice of recreational opportunities in northeastern California that contribute substantially to
the economy of the area.
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Lake Tahoe, Granite Chief Wilderness, Desolation Wilderness, North Fork American Wild and
Scenic River, Auburn and Folsom State Parks, and the Middle Fork Feather Wild and Scenic
River, are recreation attractions of national significance that exist near the vicinity of the Michigan
Bluff-Last Chance trail.

There are no developed recreation sites within the Michigan Bluff-Last Chance trail except for a
designated motorbike trail course along Deadwood ridge between Devil's Thumb and the town site
of Deadwood. All recreation use is in a dispersed form. This use is almost completely dependent
upon the existing trail access into the canyons. Every person visiting the river canyons uses the
existing Michigan Bluff-Last Chance trail during the course of their visit.

The limited access restricts the types of use, as well as the levels of use in the river canyons.

Although the area has never been sampled for recreation use, the following is a general estimate of
existing activities within the river canyons:

Fishing

Recreational Mining
Motorcycle Use
Hiking-Backpacking

Hunting

Horseback Riding

Overnight Camping

Swimming

Viewing Scenery

Nature Study

Enjoying Unusual Environment
General Knowledge and Understanding

Ptk ek
N—OWONOUNAWND -

Use is generally is to be found only in a narrow corridor on each side of the two rivers in the
bottom of the canyons and along the Michigan Bluff-Last Chance trail leading into and out of the
canyons. The steep slopes above the rivers are seldom used for recreation.

Activities vary depending upon accessibility and the character of the rivers themselves. Use in the
rugged gorges is limited to gorge scramblers and a few hardy fishermen enjoying this unique
environment. In portions of the river canyons with gentler terrain and better trail access, a wider
variety of uses are found.

This same trail is a grueling portion of the historic Tevis Cup Western States 100 Mile One Day
Trail ride and the Western States 100 Mile Endurance Run, held annually from Squaw Valley,
California to Auburn, California.
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It is recognized that many factors could affect use in the future; a continuing drought or increasing
fuel shortages would undoubtedly tend to decrease future use. On the other hand, increases in the
local population, improved access, additional trails or increased publicity may increase the use in
the area.

The proposed National Recreational Trail designation of the Western States Trail within the Tahoe
National Forest from the Nevada State line to Foresthill, California, as contemplated by the United
States Forest Service would undoubtedly provide additional attention and potential use along this
portion of the trail. Undoubtedly this designation would provide future trail-head type facilities
with improved trail access along the Western States Trail, and more specifically to the Michigan
Bluff-Last Chance trail.

Presently, there exists a level of conflict existing between motorcycle users and non-motorcycles
users of the trail. While this has created some controversy, the extent of the problem has not been
determined at this time. A conflict between some motorcycle, hikers and horsemen is normal.

Other Opportunities: A number of historic sites associated with mining (Big Gun Diggings,
Burns Mine, Rainbow Land Mine, Lloyd Mine, Peters Mine, (Devil's) Basin Mine, Sourdough
Pit, Pacific Slab Mine and the Pacific Mine), as well as a number of archaeological sites
(Deadwood, and Last Chance town site and cemeteries) have been identified along or near the
Michigan Bluff-Last Chance trail area. These sites are currently providing opportunities for
visitors to gain an understanding of man's activities, especially during the Gold Rush era.

These sites provide opportunities for interpretation to future visitors into the river canyons and
should be considered in any alternatives developed for future management of the area.

Cultural Features/Archaeological and Historic Sites: According to ethnographic accounts, the
southern Maidu inhabited the American River area. Before the Europeans arrived, there were
several thousand southern Maidu occupying the grasslands and foothills of this region. Like other
foothill Sierra groups, they migrated on a seasonal basis from west to east. In the spring and
continuing through the summer, they would move up into higher elevations, where they built
temporary encampments. During this time, they gathered a variety of seasonal plants, fished, and
hunted game that was not available to them at lower elevations (Sanborn 1974).

The geographic distribution and frequency of sites shows a pattern of limited or temporary
settlement of the river canyons. This pattern coincides with other accounts that indicate that the
peoples of the western Sierra foothills migrated to the higher elevations during the summer months
and occupied the ridges instead of the canyons.

During the heyday of the Gold Rush era, there were several thousand people living in the river
canyons. Evidence of this activity is found in the remnants of old flume benches and ditches that
carried the water from tributary streams. In places where the rivers may have been diverted for this
purpose, the heavy spring runoff and floods have obliterated most, if not all, of the evidence.
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The historic sites along the Michigan Bluff-Last Chance trail are related in some way to the various
periods of gold mining in the respective river canyons. Evidence of past mining operations may
consisted of stamp mills, compressors, adits and related items used by miners in that era. All of
this equipment was brought down into the canyon in pieces by animal (mule, oxen or by
horseback) or skidded and then assembled.

Bridges: There are two bridges over the two river/creek crossings which were constructed
after 1900 by the Forest Service. These bridges are contributing structures to the trail since they
fall within the period of significance and are in keeping with the character of the trail.

Scenic Quality: The area surrounding the Michigan Bluff-Last Chance trail comprises some of
the most spectacular and distinctive gorges and canyon lands found within the middle Sierra
Nevada Region. The high scenic quality of the river canyons are derived from an unusual diversity
of land forms, rock formations, vegetative patterns and water characteristics. The arrangement of
natural features within the river canyons creates a variety of unusual landscape settings.

The canyon bottom, moderately narrow and mildly curving, permits open views of the large-scale,
steep canyon walls composed of olive green patches of brush and oak interspersed with gray rock
outcrops. Major lateral canyons and ridge lines form dramatic diagonal lines that descend to the
canyons bottom and create additional visual interest and a primary focus of attention.

The canyons become nearly linear in configuration, with the viewer observing broad-scale open
vistas of the river and canyon walls that show broad, uniform slopes. Vegetation patterns show a
degree of landscape variety that is common to much of the Sierra Nevada region. The river
canyons bottom offers considerable variation in width, shoreline and waterflow characteristics.

Evidences of man's past activities are generally not apparent to viewers from the river. Except for
the trail bridges at the bottom of both river canyons and occasional glimpses of the old trails that
parallel the river or canyon wall (Bake Oven and Bogus Thunder trails) virtually all of the
structures, and some of the mining machinery and other past disturbances have been grown over
and/or screened by dense vegetation.

The scenic value of the two river canyons crossed by the Michigan Bluff-Last Chance trail can be
realized by considering the variety of vegetation; the numerous, deep, blue-green pools separated
by the rapids and riffles of white water; the gorges and bluffs; and, the occasional view of the
higher mountains in the background. These all combine to create the unique scenery along the
trail.

Transportation: All transportation in the river canyons is confined to the Michigan Bluff-Last
Chance trail. However, there is a jeep trail leading into the El Dorado canyon and crosses the toll
trail near the bottom. Terrain has been the major deterrent in limiting existing access within the
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river canyons to trails and the one low-standard jeep road that goes to the vicinity of the river in El
Dorado canyon.

There are unimproved dirt roads in the vicinity of Deadwood and Last Chance that the Michigan
Bluff-Last Chance trail either crosses or parallels for very short distances.

Other trails within the river canyons are: Bake Oven, Bogus Thunder, and Grouse Creek trails.
These trails penetrate the two un-roaded river canyons and are used by hikers, horse riders,
fishermen, hunters, and trail bikers.

Landownership and Uses: Approximately 95 per cent of the Michigan Bluff-Last Chance trail is
in federal ownership. The remaining private land is patented mineral claims, homesteads, or
mines. Only at Michigan Bluff are there several year-round residences.

There are no telephone, electric, gas or oil lines within or along Michigan Bluff-Last Chance trail
area.
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The town of Michigan Bluff lies at the end of Placer County road 3004, which is three
miles off of the Forest Hill Divide Road (0088). The town of Michigan Bluff has retained
little of its identity as a commercial center of a profitable mining district. Little remains
of the commercial district, only the Wells Fargo building, now turned into a residence,
and the ruins of another commercial structure across the street remain. Several 19th
century residences remain facing the road, and most of the original trees line Main Street.
The present town of Michigan Bluff sits back from the peninsula of land jutting out into
the canyon of the Middle Fork of the American River which gave the town its name. The
large flat area of the original town of Michigan City is visible from the end of the road as
a jumble of red earth mounds and tufts of vegetation clearly the work of hydraulic mining
over 100 years ago. Near the end of the county road a dirt road turns to the northeast,
between several newer residences and fenced yards. This inconspicuous road is the trail
head to the town of Last Chance. A hundred yards up the road, on the right is the former
residence of one of Leland Stanfords brothers, now in ruins and quickly disappearing
altogether. That structure and a cabin of later vintage delineate the edge of town.
Another hundred yards along the road to the east is a turn around loop where all but the
most adventurous four wheelers stop and change modes of transportation. The dirt road
continues along the edge of the canyon which services several mines.

Using a recent USFS survey, the following trail description was made and is identified by
station points from point 0+00 set at the end of the loop turn around. Identifiable station
points have been marked on the map. Elevations have been estimated from the USGS
quad sheet. The corner of Main Street and Turkey Hill Road serves as the starting point
for the Michigan Bluff/Last Chance trail at elevation 3,400 feet.

0+00 Turkey Hill Road is not maintained and overhanging manzanita and trees are
encroaching on the road width. The road climbs to 3,560 feet in elevation from
the townsite. USGS surveys from the 1880's show the trail coming into the town
along the same route. It is not evident where the trail entered the former townsite.

2+30 The trail departs from the dirt road at this location. The "Big Gun Diggins" is
visible a quarter mile to the right and several hundred feet lower in elevation.
4+40 The trail descends along a narrow ridge at a steep grade of up to 30%. The

vegetation is mostly manzanita with a few pines of not more that 30" caliper
suggesting less than 75 years in age.

13+45 The trail location is deeply eroded into the terrain from the original grade in
places. The depth of the erosion gives some sense of the age of the trail.
17+70 Near this location the trail begins to descend into the steepest portion of the

canyon. Below elevation 3200, the canyon becomes extremely steep. After this
point the trail is cut for the most part, into the side slope of the canyon, which has
gradients of up to 2:1.

24+00 Switchback. These trail elements have been rehabilitated numerous times since
the beginning of the modern use of the trail. They have retained their character
since the modern methods of construction have remained as the old due to
inaccessibility and difficulty of getting to the locations. Cuts in the hillside for the



25+10
27+00

29+00
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45+75
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turns are unreinforced and erode over a few years requiring the removal of the
slumped earth. Steep banks between the trail segments have been bolstered with
logs or stone work. Unless the stone work appears to have been an integral part of
the original construction of the trail it has not been noted.

Switchback

Some portions of the trail are up to four feet below the original level of the terrain.
Much of this depth must no doubt be attributed to modemn use of the trail. Itis
apparent that historic use of the trail started the erosion and made identifying the
trail location easy for the modern "trail historians" such as Watson and Robie.
Rock cuts and rock retaining walls. These features clearly identify the character
of the construction of the trail. The rock work for the gully crossing is
constructed of dry laid rock in a very careful manner, and is similar in numerous
locations. Records of the modern era contain no mention of this level of
rehabilitation or trail construction. These features have survived since the historic
period of the trail. Certainly the effort required to remove rock outcroppings for
the purpose of creating trail has not been a modern occurrence.

Switchback

The side slope at this point reaches 1:1, the trail cannot follow a line down that
slope, but following a constant declination into Poor Mans Canyon would mean
extending the length of the trail considerably. The switchbacks were created to
drop down the steep slope to the creek crossing level. As the trail turns to the
northern side of the ridge the plant zone turns from manzanita to pine, maple and
oak forest, despite going into ever lower elevations.

Switchback

The rock is deeply cut in this location to reach the creek crossing. There is
evidence that there are springs in the rock, evidenced by ferns and plants growing
abundantly despite draught conditions and the fall season of the year at which this
inventory was done.

The creek crossing at Poor Mans Canyon. Water is of prime importance to riders
and hikers since it provides water for both stock and travelers. This creek
continues to run even in this period of draught. It is not by chance that the trail
meets the creek at this point. Because of the springs, the creek at this location
tends to have water all year, and not be just run off generated.

The gully crossing has been created by the use of a dry laid rock retaining wall.
The side slope in this section is up to 2:1. The trail is constructed along the topo
lines at a reasonable grade of no more than 1:10. To make the trail on the steep
side slope however, the trail is cut into the slope. This is augmented in places
with rocks set along the edge of the trail as retaining walls. The plant zone
changes back to Manzanita.

A large outcropping of shale has been cut for construction of the trail. The rock is
shale, some tending to slate in hardness.

Rock cut.

This rock outcropping is not shale, being some sort of basalt. The hole drilled to
blast the rock was 8" longer than what was removed by the blast and remains as
evidence of the type of construction very prevalent in the gold rush era.

Gully crossing with dry laid rock retaining walls.
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87+00

108+75

111+10
115+85
122+45

124405

125+20

126+65
1133+85

135+20

136+00

136+80
138+85

The trail turns onto the east facing wall of El Dorado Canyon at this point and the
climate/plant zone turns back into that of the higher elevation pine, maple, and
oak forest. This gives the trail a shady and cool climate for the decent to the
bottom of the canyon. As can be seen on the map, the trail decends at a greater
angle across the topo lines. Some sections are over 15% and numerous
switchbacks are needed to overcome the grades to reach the point at the creed
where the Rainbow Mine was operated in the late 19th and early 20th century.
The trail crosses a road which serviced the Rainbow Mine. The construction date
of this road is unknown. The road is still useable by four wheel vehicle.
Switchback

Switchback

The current trail has been realigned between this location and 128+30. This
realignment avoided an extremely steep section and two close switchbacks. The
scar of the earlier trail is clearly visible as a depression in the forest "duff". This
is one of two short realignments which were found. (The other moved the trail
over approximately 5 feet for 50 yards.)

Switchback

The trail crosses the access road again as it switchbacks alternating with the trail.
The road is not visible beyond the immediate crossing point of the trail and has no
visual affect on the trail.

Switchback

The Rainbow Mine used hydraulic mining techniques which required water at
pressure. The trail crosses a 6" steel water line which disappears into the hillside
running to the north along the canyon wall.

This feature is typical of sections on the lower portion of the trail in North Fork of
the Middle Fork of the American River Canyon (below Devils Thumb). Rocks
have been thrown up onto the edge of the trail making a berm. The reason for this
is unclear, unless it is simply rocks being unearthed by the process of erosion
being cleared from the trail by piling them along the side.

A dry laid retaining wall supports the trail above the dirt road below it.

Access road.

Edge of footbridge, El Dorado Creek.

Footbridge

The span of this bridge is 37 feet, the width 6 feet. The construction is of two 12"
deep steel wide flange beams, with a wood deck and concrete abutments. The
east abutment is supported by a large rock outcropping which juts straight up from
the creek edge. The west abutment is taller, coming up from a lower rocky ledge.
Dry laid stone retains the approach ramps to the level of the bridge. The handrails
are recent additions, the decking has been replaced on a regular basis. No
identifying marks on the concrete or steel were seen by which to date the
construction.

Rainbow Mine

The area along the west bank of the creek is flat and extends along to the north
two hundred yards, to the south perhaps half a mile. This area is strewn with
rocks, piled from placer mining. There are numerous discernable foundations,
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141+60

143420

145+65
146+25
149+85

150+65

153+90

154+70
159+60
160+60

walls and other dry laid rock features. On the northern most edge of the area is
what appears to be a dredger pond, a depression along the edge of the river with
rock piles all around. It is one of several mines along the route to Last Chance.
The features of the mine extent up the opposite canyon wall and are described in
the following text.

An alternate trail exits to the left. This trail reconnects at st. pt. 142+90. The
alternate trail actually crosses the WS trail and continues on as the Bake Oven
Trail which extents down El Dorado Canyon and up the Middle Fork of the
American River to the site of the Bake Ovens. The Bake Oven trail starts with a
section of beautiful retaining walls. Standing on the bridge and looking up
straight ahead several sections of dry laid rock wall are seen.

The alternate trail has several rock retaining walls, one which crosses a mining
feature. The trail passes the entrance of an old shaft, the avoidance of which was
no doubt the reason the rerouting of the trail.

The trail switchbacks within a short distance to rejoin the WS trail just below the
feature at 143+20

An air shaft, or just a collapse of a tunnel has created a large depression right in
the trail. Recent trail work has shifted the trail into the hillside by three feet to
create sufficient clearance to fence the opening. This shaft connects with some
larger underground mining portions of the Rainbow Mine.

Section of low rock retaining wall.

Rock retaining wall to st. pt. 146+65.
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