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1. Name
historic N/A
andor common  ~ The Neo-Classical Architecture of Bayou Rapides TR
2. Location

el
street & number Bayou Rapides i N/A not for publication
city, town #“Alexandria __X vicinity of

277 - : . T .
state LA code 22 county Rapides Parish code 079
3. Classification
Category Ownership Status Present Use
— district . public __X occupied — agriculture —__ museum
_¥_ building(s) X private . unoccupied . ___ commercial —_park
—__ structure ___both —___work in progress - educational _X_ private residence
— site Public Acquisition Accessible — entertainment —_religious
____object N/A_ in process __X yes: restricted —__government - scientific
9 N/LA— being considered ____ yes: unrestricted — industrial —_ transportation

T —__no —___military —__other:
4. Owner of Property
name multiple ownership
street & number
city, town ‘ ____ vicinity of state
5. Location of Legal Description
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Rapides Parish Courthouse:
street & number 701 Murray Street P. 0. Box 952
clty, town Alexandria state LA 71301
6. Representation in Existing Surveys
tite LA Historic Sites Survey has this property been determined eligible? ___yes _X no
date 1977-78 | ' —federal _Y state ____county ____local

depository for survey records LA State Historic Preservation Office

city, town Baton Rouge state LA




7. Description

Condition Check one Check one

— - excellent _ deteriorated ____ unaltered X original site

- X.good & " __ruins —X_ altered —_moved  date N/A
____fair - unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

The Neo-Classical Architecture of Bayou Rapides is a thematic nomination consisting
of ten farm-plantation houses which collectively form a local stylistic statement. The
wood frame, one-and-a-half story residences are located a1ong a roughly twenty mile stretch
of the bayou and all but one has a rural setting. Ranging in date from c¢.1825 to c.1885,
all are basically in the Greek Revival style, although two also feature noteworthy Federal
details. Despite some a]terat1ons, each house retains its National Register e11g1b111ty,
as explained below-and in the. attached survey forms,

Neo-Classical is generally considered to have been the dominant architectura]
trend in America during the first half of the nineteenth century. It includes the
delicate Adamesque-Federal as well as the more stark Greek Revival. Although these
are often thought of as separate and distinct styles, they are united by three factors:
(1) They both ultimately reflect the same archeological-classicizing tendency in European
architecture during the eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries. (2) They are both
fundamentally different from the Victorian styles that succeeded them. (3) On the local
1eve1, such as at Bayou Rapides, they run together so that the distinction between them
is often very blurred.

The farm and plantation houses of Bayou Rapides show how the national Neo-Classical
tendency was reflected in rural central Louisiana. The builders of the Bayou Rapides
houses all interpreted the prevailing Neo-Classical taste in the same way, despite
differences in size and date of construction. They did not Took to Eastern precedents
or even grand plantation houses in the region for inspiration. Instead they applied
typical details and features to a traditional standard form. In doing so they created
a homogeneous group of buildings which resemble each other despite vast differences
in date. This type of architecture is properly termed provincial in that high style
or high style derived features are imprinted onto a vernacular form.

In this case the vernacular form is the traditional story-and-a-half galieried
plantation cottage. General ‘characteristics of the type include: (1) Frame construction
raised two or three feet above grade. (2) Gable end roofs which come down over the front
‘gallery and which have a relatively steep pitch. (3) Front galleries. There are no side
galleries as one might find in a Creole plantation house. (4) Houses at least two rooms
wide and two rooms deep. Most of the larger ones have central halls.

In the Bayou Rapides area this basic form is treated with fairly standard Neo-Classical
features. To begin with, all have Doric post galleries with entablatures. Al1 galleries
are relatively light in proportion regardless of the date of construction. The massiveness
of the mid-nineteenth century Greek Revival seems to be entirely missing. Secondly, most
feature Neo-Classical mantels of some sort. (Two have lost them.) One has Federal
mantels, five have Greek Revival aedicule style mante]s, and two have transitional mantels.
A1l mante]s are wooden and all but the two at Geneva are efther relatively ‘
simple in design or fairly $tandard for the period. There is no elaborate carving
except at Geneva. A1l but two of the ten houses have s1mp1e details such as plain window
and door frames and little in the way of interior cornices. The exceptions are Oxland
with its Federal window and door surrounds and China Grove with its shoulder molded
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7. Description (continued)

fenestration, pocket doors, and drip cornices. Here again, although these two hou§es
have details which are locally exceptional, they are no more than standard for medium
size plantation houses in the state. The overall simplicity of the Bayou Rapides houses
can be dramatically illustrated if one considers that of ten Neo-Classical houses,

only one features shoulder moldings--a standard feature elsewhere.

Geography:

On the eve of the Civil War Rapides Parish was about twice as large as it is
today. It consisted of approximately 2800 square miles and possessed some of the
richest cotton and sugar producing land in Louisjana. This was reflected in its
plantation holdings. According to the 1860 census records, there were eighty-nine
major slaveholdings in -the parish, eighty-three of which were owned by parish
residents. (Major slaveholdings are defined as fifty or more slaves.) The average
size of a large slaveholding was 125, which was the highest in the state. Some of
the best 1land was along Bayou Rapides, part of an oxbow which cut off the Red River.
(The oxbow actually has three sections: Bayou Rapides, Bayou Cotile, and Bayou
Jean de Jean,)

Given the obvious wealth of the area, which was comparable to the great
plantations of the Mississippi River Road, it seems odd that the Bayou Rapides
planters should have built in such a humble way. This is particularly puzzling
when one considers that the area had direct access to steamboats .and hence to
. New Orleans. In our view this probably cannot be explained, but it helps establish
the Tocal style (previously described) as a noteworthy architectural phenomenon.

A11 the Bayou Rapides houses, of course, are set along the bayou. A1l but
one enjoys a rural setting amid flat farmland. The exception is Conerly, which has
become the focus of a small trailer park. Most of the houses face the bayou directly
with a setback of a few hundred feet. None retain any contemporaneous outbuildings
and none feature any formal or pretentious landscaping. The only landscape character
most of them have is established by the bayou and adjacent large old trees.

ASSessment.Qf Integrity:

The houses along Bayou Rapides have undergone various alterations over the years,
but each retains some special aspect or feature which establishes it as independently
architecturally significant (rarity and/or superiority), There is, however,
one alteration which merits special attention. In the past forty years Island Home,
China Grove, Geneva, Hope, Longview, and Eden have all been fitted with false galleries.
These are hoods installed along the top of the original gallery to provide additional

CONTINUED
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7. Description (continued)

protection against the rain. Although they are not in keeping with the Classical style
of the houses, the original Classical gallery elements are easily discernible. Hence
the false galleries interfere with one's perception of the original style of the houses
only slightly. In addition, they can easily be removed. For these reasons we feel
that houses fitted with false galleries should not be disqualified from National

Register eligibility.



8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below -

___ prehistoric ___ archeology-prehistoric _._ community planning .___ landscape architecture____. religion

. 1400-1499 ____ archeology-historic ~..—. CONSErvation S - 1 science

——-1500-1599 ____ agriculture —..__economics __._ literature . __ sculpture

___1600-1699 _X . architecture @ ____ education -..— military . social/

~..1700-1799 ____ art ._.. engineering ' ——— music humanitarian

X 1800-1899 .___ commerce .. exploration/settiement ____ philosophy —— theater

1900~ . communications = ____ industry - ____ politics/government ____ transportation
.. invention . other (specitfy)

Builder/Architect N/A

Specific dates ¢,1825~c,1885

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) Criterion C

The Neo~Classical residences of Bayou Rapides are locally significant in the
area of architecture within the context of Rapides Parish on the eve of the Ciyil
War, They are rareexemplars of their style and important cultural indicators of
their time and place, ‘

The ten NeowClassical houses included in the nomination were chosen from
survey data for Rapides Parish, Vernen Parish, and Grant Parish, (On the eve of
the Civil War Rapides Parish consisted of the present-~day parish as well as most
of Vernon and Grant Parishes,) In examining the survey material, it was discovered
that although there were a few i1solated Neo~Classical residences located throughout
the old parish, Bayou Rapides had the only cohesive collection reflecting a single
water transportation system, The Bayou Rapides houses also comprise the majority
of remaining Neo-Classical houses in the area, Finally, they have a consistent
character which gives them a collective regional stamp'zsee Item 7), In summation,
it was decided that the Bayou Rapides houses stand for the plantation heritage of
the area,

Their importance as a group of Neo«Classical houses can be seen if one examines
the census records of 186Q, On the eve of the Civil War, there were eighty~three
large slaveholdings (5Q+ slaves) owned by parish residents, Presumably there were
also numerous slaveholdings of less than fifty, If overseers houses are included,
it is fair to say that at one time there must have been well over 100 Neo~Classical
farm and plantation houses in the old parish,

Survey data reveals that there are only eighteen surviving examples today.
Four of these are {solated landmarks which are not located along Bayou Rapides,
Kent House (National Register) is located along Bayou Rapides, but it is a French
Creole plantation house and consequently does not fit into the overall Bayou Rapides
architectural theme, This leaves thirteen Bayou Rapides Neo-Classical farm and
plantation houses, three of which were excluded from the nomination because they
had been modified beyond all recognition, Modifications include new facades and a
loss of most Neo-Classical details,

The ten nominated residences represent the architectural mainstream in the area
during much of the nineteenth century, Given their humble character, they have much
to say about the state of taste and culture in an area which certainly had the means
to buildonagrander scale,. They are also rare surviving examples of their type as
one can see from the above statistics, Some of the Bayou Rapides houses have
individual significance beyond this general assessment, This is addressed in the
survey forms, : - \



9. Major vBiinogra'phical References

SEE CONTINUATION SHEET

10. Geographical Data s eacy INDIVIDUAL SURVEY FORM AND SKETCH MAP
. FUK GEUGRAFPHIUAL DATA, BUUNDARY dUblH‘lL/—\llUN, EiC.

Acreage of nominated property N/A
Quadrangle name N/A Quadrangle scale N/A

UTM References

N/A ‘
A B
Lol b e e b Lol e e b Ly
Zone Easting » Northing . Zone Easting * Northing
T N N 3 T O T O I T T T
Elilllllnllllltllll F|||||||1|11,[1L111
e b Lo b b G I I T T T A
Verbal boundary description and justification
See sketch map for each property.
List all states and counties for properties overlépping state or county boundaries
state N/A } code county code
state , | code county code
11. Form Prepared By Assisted by Central Louisiana Historical
ASS0CTATION, Rae SWent, Prestaent, and

nameititle National Register Staff Dr. Alice Hunter Chilton, Bayouside

Division of Historic Preservation

organization State of Louisiana _ date  July 1984
street & number - P, (0. Box 44247 : ; telephone 504-.922-0358
_city or town Baton Rouge | state LA 70804

12. State I'-I-»istoric Preservation Officer Certification

The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

___ national ____state X_ 10cal

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer_ for the Nationai Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89~
665), | hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the Nationai Register and certify that it has been evaluated

according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the N nal Park Service.
State Historic Preservation Officer signature w
Robert B. DeBlieux
title  State Historic Preserva’m on Officer date  (ctober 9, 1984

For NPS use only
| hereby certify that this property is included In the National Register

m date f&/d' i«fﬂl
gy» Keeperof th Natl z:?:gnstef /%’
Attest: W s e %ﬂ/

Chief of Registration

GPO 894788
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Historical data on each house supplied by Alice Hunter Chilton, fhe owner of Bayouside.



NPS Form 10-900-a
@-82)

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Inventory—Nomination Form

Continuation sheet Item number

OMB No. 1024-0018
Exp. 10-31-84

Page /¢}-/

Multiple Resource Area
Thematic Group

Name

dnr-11

Neo—-Classical Architecture of Bayou Rapides Thematic Resources

State LOUISIANA

Nomination/Type of Review

1. Conerly House substantive Heview é\Keeper

Attest

9. Hopson House i?%?ﬁi§1i§e§§2*“ j{1(géper

Attest

3. Geneva (Vanderlick House) ﬁﬁf@gper

Attest

4, Oxland (Brown House) Keéper

Attest

5. China Grove n¥arsd 5% Hhe ‘{%Zéeper

Hotd- o= aeiste, Attest

6. Hope (Dunnam,‘Frank, House) Entered in the Keeper
B National Register

Attest

‘- Eden Fnterod 1n the DL‘KAe/eper

Attest

8. Island Home j%%rgeper

© Attest

9. Longview B Tf%zéeper

S Attest

10.Bayouside (Dunnam, Milton, House Keeper

(Already listed 3/26/80)
Attest

Accept covey $ovmn- ek Andasy 13/5/84

Date/Signatire

v R s s

WW (/5158

i D= S 7
Ol s B ity
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