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I NAME 
HISTORIC Salisbury Mansion anagfi 1 isbury Store 

AND/OR COMMON 
same 

LOCATION 
STREETS NUMBER 40 Highland Street; 30 Highland Street 

_NOTFOR PUBLICATION 

CITY. TOWN 

Worcester VICINITY OF 

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

3rd 
STATE 

Massachusetts 
CODE 

025 
COUNTY 

Worcester 
CODE 
027 

CLASSIFICATION 

CATEGORY 
_DISTRICT 

XBUILDING(S) 

—STRUCTURE 

—SITE 

—OBJECT 

OWNERSHIP 
—PUBLIC 

X_PRIVATE 

—BOTH 

PUBLIC ACQUISITION 
—IN PROCESS 

—BEING CONSIDERED 

STATUS 
JiOCCUPIED 

—UNOCCUPIED 

—WORK IN PROGRESS 

ACCESSIBLE 
i Y E S : RESTRICTED 

— YES: UNRESTRICTED 

—NO 

PRESENT USE 
AGRICULTURE —MUSEUM 

—COMMERCIAL 

JLEDUCATIONAL 

—ENTERTAINMENT 

—GOVERNMENT 

—INDUSTRIAL 

—MILITARY 

—PARK 

—PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

—RELIGIOUS 

—SCIENTIFIC 

—TRANSPORTATION 

X.OTHER O f f i c e s 

f u j . U lUi iLuDle 
agencies OWNER OF PROPERTY 

NAME 
(Mansion) Salisbury Associates; (I 

30 Highland Street ; 40 Highland Street 
STREET & NUMBER 

CITY, TOWN 

Worcester VICINITY OF 

STATE 

Massachusetts 01608 

[LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE. 

REGISTRY OF DEEDS,ETC Worccster County Courthouse 
STREET & NUMBER 

2 Main Street 
CITY. TOWN 

Worcester 
STATE 

Massachusetts 

a REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

Inventory of the Historic Assets of the Commonwealth 
DATE 

1974 —FEDERAL 2LSTATE —COUNTY —LOCAL 

DEPOSITORY FOR 
SURVEY RECORDS Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission 
CITY. TOWN 

Boston 
STATE 

Massachusetts 02108 



DESCRIPTION 

CONDITION 

X_EXCELLENT 

—GOOD 

—FAIR 

—DETERIORATED 

—RUINS 

—UNEXPOSED 

C H E C K ONE 

—UNALTERED 

X_ALTERED 

C H E C K ONE 

—ORIGINAL SITE 

JiMOVED DATE 1 9 2 9 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Salisbury Mansion and The Salisbury Store are situated on a high point i n 
domtovm Uorcester, on a block bounded by Highland Street on the south, Harvard 
Street on the east, Institute Road on the north, and Lancaster Street on the west. 
The Mansion i s located on the northCwest comer of the block and faces south. 
The Store faces the Mansion, and a large parking l o t i n front of the buildings 
extends to Highland Street. The Mansion and the store were moved i n 1929 from 
their original location i n Lincoln Square to their present location, to prevent their 
destruction. 

The Salisbury Mansion was b u i l t for Stephen Salisbury' I by Deacon Joseph Allen of 
Hardwick, from designs submitted by Abraham Savage, a Boston architect. The house as 
i t was originally constructed i n Lincoln Square v;as used both as a residence for the 
Salisbury family and as a store containing hardv/are and other goods. The house was 
the same size as i t i s now, according to the large collection of Salisbury papers 
preserved at the American Antiquarian Society. These papers include the original building 
contract, and a complete account of the bxiilding materials used i n the construction 
of the Mansion. The store originally occupied the entire east part of the lower 
floor; a "Pentast" or "paintast" (pent roof porch) over the east and part of the south 
side of the exterior set the store apart visually from the residential portion of 
the house. Various interior and exterior alterations were made u n t i l 1819 when, v/ith 
the addition of the delicate Classical Revival portico, the house took on the 
appearance i t has today. 

The Mansion i s 2 stories high, with a hip roof and clapboards, and has irregular 
v/indov7 spacing on the facade. A pedimented center gable with raodillions and an 
oculus emphasizes the 1 story portico underneath i t . The portico i s supported by 
five slender Corinthian columns and i s topped by a balustrade. The windows are a l l 
6/6, and each one i s topped by a comice with raodillions. Wooden quoins delineate 
the comers of the house and raodillions support the comice. There are four irregu­
l a r l y placed chimneys and the main door, with an e l l i p t i c a l fan l i g h t and long narrow 
side lights flanked by slender pilasters, i s off center under the portico. 

The interior of the Mansion contains most of i t s original 18th century woodwork. 
The wainscoting and window trim are characteristic of the t h i r d quarter of the eighteenth 
century. The interior pilasters, paneling, door frames and cornices, with their 
elegant but restrained regularity, also seem to date from the original construction 
of the house. The two east drawing rooms, decorated v>'hen the store was f i n a l l y removed 
i n 1819, have v.̂ oodv.'ork characteristic of this period, with a few details probably 
added i n the 1830's. The Mansion i s now owned by the Salisbury Associates and i s 
rented to the Girl Scouts. 

The Store was constructed next to the Salisbury Mansion i n 1790, for use as a storeroom. 
After the Store was moved i t was restored to i t s oidginal coTTdition based on elevation 
dravdngs found i n the Salisbury Papers, an extensive collection consisting of original 
contracts, inventories, letters and plans, and preserved by the Worcester Heritage 
Society. 



L ] SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD 
—PREHISTORIC 

_1400-1499 

— 1500-1599 

^1600-1699 
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— 1800-1899 

— 1900-

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE - CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

—ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC 

—ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC 

—AGRICULTURE 

X_ARCHITECTURE 

_ART 

—COMMERCE 

—COMMUNICATIONS 

—COMMUNITY PLANNING 

—CONSERVATION 
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—ENGINEERING 

—EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT 
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—INVENTION 

—LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 

—LAW 

—LITERATURE 

—MILITARY 

—MUSIC 

—PHILOSOPHY 

—POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 

—RELIGION 

—SCIENCE 

—SCULPTURE 

X-SOCIALyHUMANITARIAN 

—THEATER 

—TRANSPORTATION 

—OTHER (SPECIFY) 

SPECIFIC DATES 
1772, 1790 BUILDER/ARCHITECT ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ y Deacon Joseph A l l e n 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

"Rie Salisbury Mansion and Store are significant to the City of VJorcester 
because of their long association with the Salisbvuy family, who were prominent i n 
Worcester's commercial activity and important contributors to Worcester's 
cultural heritage. The buidings also have great architecttural significance. The 
Mansion is one of the oldest, and certainly the grandest extant house from i t s 
period, and the Store i s an excellent example of provincial classical architecture. 

The Mansion was b u i l t _ i n ,1772_by Stephen Salisbury I . Stephen I moved to 
Worcester i n I767 at the age of twenty-one to establish a hardv^are store, i n 
partnership vdth his brother Samuel, of Boston. The store was f i r s t located i n a 
small rented building but V7hen the Mansion was erected the store occupied part of the 
f i r s t floor. In I79O the building now called the Salisbiiry Store v.'as b u i l t on the 
property, and served as a warehouse. The actual shop remained i n the Mansion u n t i l 
1818, when Samuel Salisbury's death brought an end to the partnership. That 
year the shop was moved into the Store and the space i t vacated i n the I-lansion was 
tumed into two parlors. 

Stephen Salisbury I married Elizabeth Tuckerman of Boston i n 1797, and after his 
death i n 1829 his v.dfe continued to live i n the house u n t i l her death i n I85I. 
The Mansion had niunerous tenants after Elizabeth's death, but remained i n the 
Salisbury's possession \ j n t i l I905. Stephen Salisbury I I I , Elizabeth's grandson, 
died that year vdthout an heir, and i n keeping vsxVci his philanthropic ideals, 
l e f t the Mansion and the Store to the American Antiquarian Society. The Society 
i n turn sold the buildings i n I9O8 to the Worcester Art Museum, v.Mch Stephen I I I 
had founded. The tluseum had planned to house their collection i n the Mansion 
and adjoining store, but this plan never materialized. 

In 1929 the Museum had to move the Mansion and Store from their original location 
to their present si t e , i n order to prevent the destruction of the buildings 1:̂  the 
city. The Mansion was not occupied again u n t i l I95O, v.:hen the Craft Center of the 
VJorcester Qnployment Society bought the building, v.dth preservation restrictions 
attached to the deed. The Plnployment Society had to move out i n the late 50's 
because of lack of space, and after a concerted preservation e f f o r t , the Mansion 
was bought by the Salisbury Associates and restored. I t i s now leased to the 
Worcester Girl Scout Comcil. The Store was bought by the Bay State Society for the 
Crippled and Handicapped, also with preservation restrictions, and i s now used for 
their offices. 
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The Store i s 2 stories high, with clapboards and a hip roof. In the center of the 
roof, a small square enclosed structiore houses the original hoist, and the interior 
l o f t remains intact. There are four 9/6 v.indows vdth plain trim on the f i r s t floor 
of the facade and a modem shed porch. The second floor has two non-original 
12/12 windows on either side of a central Palladian d̂ndow and each end elevation 
contains an oculus on the second floor. Thin boarding lai d on top of the clap­
boards divide the Store i i t o arched bays, three on the facade and one on each of the 
end elevations. The building i s now ovTied by the Bay State Society for the Crippled 
and Handicapped and houses their offices. 

The special architectural significance of the Mansion and the Store derives from 
the fact that they are delightful examples of provincial architecture emulating 
the elegant structures of the coastal tovms, as interpreted by local craftsmen with 
l i t t l e formal training. Of additional significance i s the voluminous manuscript 
collection of the Salisbury Family Papers, preserved at the American 
Antiquarian Society. This collection includes most of the details of the 
buildings' construction as well as detailed inventories and thousands of family 
letters. The Mansion, and the Store, along vdth the Family Papers and the 
Salisbury portraits, silver, and furniture which are preserved i n the VJorcester 
Art >fuseum, give as complete a record of family histoiy as can be found anyv^here 
i n New Qigland. 
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The attached National Register Inventory-Nomination form is being returned to your o f f i c e fo r 
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APR 3 3 1975 

MASS. HIST. CO.vlM. 
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NAME 
HISTORIC S a l i s b u r y Mansion and S a l s i b u r y Store 

AND/OR COMMON 

same 

LOCATION 
CITY. TOWN W o r c e s t e r VICINITY OF COUNTY W o r c e s t e r STATE M A 

MAP REFERENCE 
SOURCE U.S .G.S . , Worcester N o r t h , Mass. quadrangle 
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^^Y:e' 6^ (£ey S^eA^reYayAy/ 

.y//aiiacYiaietts YYYiAaiical ^ommliiion, 

Paul Guzzi beacon YAeel ^oOon, .y^iaJ^e/^ 02i08 

2 J u l y 1975 

Mr. Charles Herrington, Chief 
Registration 
Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation 
National Park Service 
18th and C Streets, N.W. 
U.S. Department of the I n t e r i o r 
Washington, D.C. 20240 

Dear Mr. Herrington: 

We have recently been informed of a change i n the name of the ovmers 
of the Salisbury Store,Worcester, Massachusetts. The National Register 
nomination f o m was submitted to your o f f i c e on 15 May 1975 as Salisbury 
Mansion and Salisbury Store, and accepted on the National Register 
on 30 May 1975- The owner, l i s t e d as the Bay State Society for the 
Crippled and Handicapped, i s now called the Easter Seal Society for 
Crippled Children and Adults of Massachusetts, Inc. with off i c e s at 30 
Highland Street, Worcester, Massachusetts. 

Thank you f o r your attention. 

Sincerely yours. 

Patr i c i a L. Weslowski 
Survey Director 
Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission 

PLW/pjj 
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Hon. E&ftrd M, Kenned/ — 

Iton. Joseph 0. i^iriy 
Ref-io-'icl Director^ Korth-Atlantic 

PR motb/hsh 6/3/75 

State Historic Frosanration Officer 

iljcecutive i-ijâ isCuor 
J'ieAi;HC<iiu»ot.ts iiisuoricai (kssixttisSxn 
kO Beaoou otx̂ aot 
iJoston, ^^ct^»aeto5etta 02108 
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• REPORT OF FEDERAL ACTION 

2 . APPLI­

CANT'S 

APPLI ­

CATION 

1. NUMBER 

b. DATE 

19 

^ ^ A T E 
APPLICA­
TION 
IDENTI­
FIER 

OMB Approva l No. 2 9 - n 0 2 i a 

a. riUMBER 

75050496 
b. OATE 

ASSIGNED 

Year month day 

19 75 06 16 
Leave 
Blank 

4 . LEGAL APPLICANT/RECIPIENT 

«. Applicant Naina : 

b. Or(<iiliatlon Unit : 

c StfMt/P.O. Box 

d. City : 

f. SUta 

k. Contact P«n«fl (i^^am* 

& telephone A'o.) : 

Massachusetts Histor i c a l Commission 

294 Washington Street 
B o s t o n •• County : 

Massachusetts c zifCoda: 

S u f f o l k 
02108 

E l i z a b e t h Reed Amadon, S.H.P.O, 
(617) 727-8470 

5. FEDERAL EMPLOYER IDENTIFICATION NO. 

0 4 6 - 0 0 2 - 2 8 4 

PRO­
GRAM 

(From 
Federal 
Cataiog) 

a. NUMBER | l | 5 I * | 9 |0 |4 
b. TITLE 

H i s t o r i c Preservation 

7. TITLE AND DESCRIPTION OF APPLICANT'S PROJECT Worcester County-
Salisbury Mansion and Salisbury Store 

"Repair roof framing members t o re l i e v e pressure 
on the walls beneath, and to carry out other 
specified repairs to h a l t d e t e r i o r a t i o n of the 
structure." Source of nonfederal match i s the 

Salisbury Mansion Associates, Incorporated. 

8. TYPE OF APPLICANT/RECIPIENT 
A-Stata 
B-lntentata 
C-SubsUta 

District 
D-County 
E-Cify 
F-School Dijtr iel 
G-Spacial Purpoto 

District 

H-Community Action Agency 
I- Higher Ed'jcationai institution 
J- Indian Tri!>a 
K-Othar {Specify): 

Enter appropriate letter A 

S. TYPE OF ASSISTANCE 
A-Baiic Grant D-lnsuranca 
B-Supplamantal Grant E-Other 
C-Loan 

Enter appro* 
priate Utter(t) 

10. AREA OF PROJECT IMPACT (Nemei of eitieM, ecunttea, 
S t c t f , tte.) 

Commonwealth of Massachusetts 

1 1 . ESTIMATED NUM­
BER OF PERSONS 
BENEFITING 

5,689,170 

12. TYPE OF APPLICATION 
A - N M C-Revlsion E-Augmsntition 
B-Rancwal D-Continuation 

Enter appropriate Utter 

13. PROPOSED FUNDING U . CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICTS OF: 

a. FEDERAL 

b. APPLICANT 

e. STATE 

t . LOCAL 

5,000 .CO 
7 8 , 0 0 0 .C3 

.03 

.CO 

a. APPLICANT 

9 
15. PROJECT START 

DATE yeor jMntA day 

19 ' ;F 'e #••^4 

b. PROJECT 

17. PROJECT 
DURAJIDN 

-5 O Montht 

I S . TYPE OF CHANGE (Fo r 22e or J£«) 
A-lncrcasa Dcllan F-Other { S p e c i f y ) : 
B-Deaease Dollars 
C-lncreas« Duration 
D-Decre«se Duration 
E-Cancallation 

Enter appro* 
priate letteT(t) 

a. OTHER .00 

I. TOTAL 8 3 , 0 0 0 .00 

18. ESTIMATED DATE TO 
BE SUBMITTED TO 
FEDERAL AGENCY ^ 19 

Year month day 

12 02 24. 

19. EXISTING FEDERAL IDENTIFICATION NUMBER 

25-76-00641-00 
20. FEDERAL AGENCY TO RECEIVE REQUEST {Na-ne, City, State, ZIP code) 

National Park Service, Washington D.C. 20240 
2 1 . REMARKS ADDED  

Q Y«» B No 

22. 

THE 

APPLICANT 
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THAT> 

a. To tha b a t of my kncnlKso and i i l i t t . 
data In this preapplic:ti(>n/ipplicaticn ara 
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Beiponea 
attacked 

Office of State Planning • 
• 
• 

• 
• 

23. 
CERTIFYING 
REPRE. 
SENTATIVE 

i . TYPED NAME ANO TiTLE 

Elizabeth Reed Amadon, Exec, 
Dir and S.H.P.O. 

b. SIGNATURE 

^^oJyeJ£ (Jp.d^. A<^A/7n 

-CA-

c DATE SICNEO 
y««r iRontA day 

19 77 02 24 

24. AGENCY NAME 

Department of the I n t e r i o r 
25. APPLICA- y«er month day 
TION 

RECEIVED 197 7 0 6 2 7 
26. ORGANIZATIONAL UNIT 

N a t i o n a l Park Service 

2 7 . ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICE 

Grants Administration Div. 
2 8 . FEDERAL APPLICATION 

IDENTIFICATION 

29. ADDRESS 

18th S C S t ree t s NW.. Washington, D.C. 20240 

30 . FEDERAL GRANT 

'" '̂'̂ 'T5-§875 
3 1 . ACTION TAKEN 

Q 1. AWARDED 

• b. REJECTED 

• c. RETURNED FOR 

AMENDMENT 

• d. DEFERRED 

• «. WITHDRAWN 
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A-95 ACTION 

32 . FUNDING 

a. FEDERAL 
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a. In taking obcye action, any csFi.mer.t* rectiwd from clearini!hou>«s were con­
sidered. If e:er.cy r^^ponsa is duo untier provisions al Part 1, OMd Ciicjiar A-9S, 
it has been or is being made. 

No 

b. FEDERAL AGENCY A-95 OFFICIAl 
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same as #35 

424-101 

Jl'N -i 7 19/7f< ' ^ / f / - 0 0 6 / . 1-0(7' 
ETANDAtlD FOPM 424 PAGE 1 (10-75) 

Frtaoribod by CSA, Ftieral litnaoement Cireniir 
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AS IT APPEARS IN FEDERAL REGISTER: S a l i s b u r y Manslon and Store 

OTHER KA>XS: 

L O C A T I O N : ' 

$TRHT*NUMBtS j ^ o Highland StiP^etf^^^fr-Hlglildiwi Glreetr 

anr.iowN 

STATE 

Jworcester 

Massachusetts 

CONG)l (KMONAL OlSTAICT 
3rd 

VIONITY O f 

"""^Jor c e s t e r 0 2 7 . 

OWNER OFPROPERTYi (Circle) /PRIVATE J^TATE LOCAL GOV'T MUNICIPAL COUHTY OTHER 

ADMINISTRATORCunderiitae) F^55KALTAGENCY NAIIE) = 

WS REGION: (CIRCLE) V. N.ATLANTIC MID ATLANTIC SOUTHEAST MIDWEST 

F E A T U R E S : xiftTKioR 

soimniEST ROCKY MOUNTAIN VrtlST PACIFIC NORTHWEST 

subs te in t i a l ly i i i t a c t - 1 
_ unknown - 4 
_ not app l i cab le - 7 

• ^ v i s t a n t i a l l y i n t a c t - 2 
unknown .-5 

_ not app l i cab le - 8 

. » ivipo>:s 
Jc Substanti t i a l l v i n t a c t - 3 
_unknown -6 

_ Kct app l i cable-9 

I n t e r i o r , e x t e r i o r , environs not i n t a c t - 0 

CONDITION-

ACCESS-

rC fXCELLENT 

—GOOD 

_ f A l R 

DETERIORATED 

_ I I U I N S 

—UNEXPOSED 

—I'nexcavat"'' 

UNALTERED 

"JtTTEREO 

—Reconstructed 
—Excavated 

_ O R I G I N A L S I T E — 

—Untecwn 

Y e s - r e s t r i c t e d 

h i s t o r i c d i s t r i c t 

Yes -unres t r i c t ed No access Unknown 

YES 6̂  
HITOIN NATIONAL REGISTER HISTORIC DISTRICT? 

IF YES, NAME: 
YES 

WITHIN NATIONAL HISTORIC LAJIDMARK? 
I F YES, NAME: 

YES 

ADAPTIVE USE: ^^^^^ 

FUNCTION (S): (use vocabulary words) 

NO Saved ? YES NO 

then-^ys^aot^ kJ2^'olsuiAJje^ ^ 6-^>y^ 

S I G N I F I C A N C E : 

now-

X 

._ARCHEUI.UGY.PREHISTORIC 
ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC 

—AGRICULTURE 
^^CRCHITECTURE 

—ART 

—COMMERCE 

. X O M M U N I C A TIONS 

Claims 
first YES 

—CONSERVATION 

—ECONOMICS 

- E D U C A T I O N 

-ENGINEERING 

—EXPLORATION 

—INDUSTRY 

. J N V t N T I O N 

NO 

—LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE —REUGION 

— L A w / G o v ' t / p o l i t i c S —SCIENCE 

—UTERATURE 

—MIUTARY 

—MUSIC 

PHILOSOPHY 

_POUTICS>COVERNMENT 

' ' o l d e s t - YES NO 

. _en te r ta lnmenc 
h e a l t h 

—recreation 
iSSoAi/HUMANiTARiAN^ S e t t l e m e n t 

S P f P _ 8 0 c l o / c u l t u r a l 
—TRANSPORTATION Urban & commun 
—OTHER iSPEOPYi p lanning 

'onlyL' YES NO 





FORM B - B U I L D I N G 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, State House, Boston 

2. Photo (3x3" or 3x5") 
Staple to left side of form 
Photo number 

4, Map. Draw sketch of building location 
in relation to nearest cross streets and 
other buildings. Indicate north. 

la Area no. Form no. 

102-0 

1. Town Worcester 

Address 30 & 40 Highland Street 

Name Salisbury Store & Mansion 

F>resent use inst i tut ional offices 

Present owner see attached information 

Description: . -"S 

Date 1772,1790,ca. 1818 

Source see attached information  

Style Georgian & Federalist 

Architect George Savage of Boston (1772) 
clapboard & 

Exterior wall fabric matched boarding 

Outbuildings (describe) none 

Other features see attached National Registe 

of Historic Places Inventory—Nomination 

Form 

Altered minor Date 

Moved yes Date 1929 

OTH' 5. Lot size: 

One acre or less X Over one acre 

Approximate frontage ' 

DO NOT WRITE IN THIS SPACE 
USGS Quadrant 

MHC Photo no. 

Approximate distance of building from street 

15; 

Recorded by S. Ceccacci, ed. C. Boulding 

Organization Worc. Heritage Pres. Soc. 

Date May 1975 

(over) 

5M-2-75-R061465 (20M-2^76) 



7. Original owner (if known) 

Original use 

Subsequent uses (if any) and dates 

8. Themes (check as many as applicable) 

Aboriginal 
Agricultural 
Architectural 
The Arts 
Commerce 
Communication 
Community development 

Conservation 
Education 
Exploration/ 

settlement 
Industry 
Military 
Political 

Recreation 
Religion 
Science/ 

invention 
Social/ 

humanitarian 
Transportation 

9. Historical significance (include explanation of themes checked above) 

This property is listed on the National Register of Historic Places; 
see attached nomination form for historical background. 

10. Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records, 
early maps, etc.) 

e 














