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DESCRIPTION

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE
X_EXCELLENT —DETERIORATED —UNALTERED —ORIGINAL SITE
—GOOD —RUINS X_ALTERED JIMOVED DATE 1929
—FAIR —UNEXPOSED

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Salisbury Mansion and The Sal i shury Store aresituated on a high pointi n

domnt ovm Uor cester, on a bl ock bounded by H ghland Street onthe south, Harvard
Street onthe east, Institute Road onthe north, and Lancaster Street onthe west.
The Mansion i s | ocated onthe northCwest coner of the block and faces south.

The Store faces the Mansion, and a | arge parking | oti nfront of the buildings
extends t oHi ghland Street. The Mansion and t hestore were noved i n 1929 from

their original location inLincolnSquaretotheir present |ocation, t oprevent their
destruction.

The Salisbury Mansion was built for Stephen Salisbury' | by Deacon Joseph Al | en of

Har dwi ck, from designs submtted by Abraham Savage, a Boston architect. The house as
it was originally constructed i nLincoln Square vias used both as a residence for the
Salisbury famly and as a store containinghardv/are and ot her goods. The house was
the sane size as it i snow according tothe large collection of Salisbury papers
preserved at the Anmerican Antiquarian Society. These papers includethe original building
contract, and a conplete account of the bxiilding materialsused i ntheconstruction

of the Mansion. The store originally occupied the entire east part of the |ower
floor; a "Pentast" or "paintast" (pent roof porch) over the east and part of the south
side of the exterior set the store apart visually fromthe residential portionof

the house. Various interior and exterior alterations were nade until 1819 when, v/ith
the addition of the delicate Classical Revival portico, the house took onthe
appearance it has today.

The Mansion i s 2 stories high, with a hip roof and clapboards, and has irregul ar
viindov7 spacing onthe facade. A pedimented center gable with raodillions andan

ocul us enphasi zes the 1 story portico underneath it. The portico i s supported by
five sl ender Corinthiancolums andi s topped by a bal ustrade. The wi ndows are al |
6/ 6, and each one i s topped by a com ce with raodillions. Véoden quoins delineate
the comers of the house and raodillions support the com ce. There arefour irregu-
larly placed chimmeys andthe main door, with anelliptical fanlight and|ong narrow
side lights flanked by slender pilasters, i s off center under the portico.

The interior of the Mansion contains nost of its original 18th century woodworK.

The wainscoting and windowtrimare characteristic of the third quarter of the eighteenth
century. The interior pilasters, paneling, door frames and cornices, with their

el egant but restrained regularity, also seemto date fromthe original construction

of the house. The two east drawing roomns, decorated Vhenthe storewas finally renoved
in 1819, have v."oo.'ak characteristic of this period, with a fewdetails probably

added i nthe 1830's. The Mansion i s now owned by the Salisbury Associates and i s
rented t othe Girl Scouts.

The Store wes constructed next t othe Salisbury Mansion i n 1790, for use as a storeroom
After the Store was noved it was restoredt oits oidginal coTTditionbased on el evation
dravdngs found i nthe Salisbury Papers, an extensive collection consisting of original
contracts, inventories, letters and plans, and preserved by the Wrcester Heritage

Soci ety.
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SPECIFIC DATES BUILDER/ARCHITECT ~~~AA~An~ Ay Deacon Joseph Allen

1772, 1790
STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

"Re Salisbhury Mansion and Store aresignificant t othe City of Vlorcester

because of their |ong associationwiththe Salisbvuy fam |y, who were promnent i n
Wrcester's comercial activity and inmportant contributorsto Wrcester's

cultural heritage. The buidings also have great architecttural significance. The
Mansion i s one of the ol dest, and certainly the grandest extant house fromit s
period, andthe Store i s an excellent exanpl e of provincial classical architecture.

The Mansion was built _in ,1772 by Stephen Salisbury | . Stephen | noved t o

Wrcester i n 1767 at the age of twenty-one t o establisha hardvtare store, i n
partnership vdth his brother Sanuel, of Boston. The store was first located ina
small rented building but V/henthe Mansion was erected the store occupied part of the
first floor. 1 nl790the building now called the Salishiiry Store v'a built on the
property, and served as a warehouse. The actual shop renained i nthe Mansion until
1818, when Sanuel Salisbury's death brought an endt othe partnership. That

year the shop was noved into the Store andthe space it vacated i nthe I-lansion was
tumed into two parlors.

Stephen Salisbury | married Elizabeth Tuckerman of Boston in 1797, and after his
death i n 1829 his v.dfe continued tolive inthe house until her death in |85,
The Mansion had niunerous tenants after Elizabeth's death, but remained in the
Sal i shury's possession \jntil 1905. Stephen Salisbury |||, Elizabeth's grandson,
died that year vdthout an heir, and i n keeping vwsd/d hi s philanthropicideals,

left the Mansion and t he Store t othe American Antiquarian Society. The Society
inturn sold the buildingsinl9to the Wrcester Art Miseum v. Mh Stephen |||
had founded. The tluseum had planned t o house their collection i nthe Mnsion

and adjoining store, but this plan never materialized.

In 1929 the Muiseumhadto nove the Mansion and Store fromtheir original |ocation

to their present site, inorder t oprevent the destructionof the buildings 1" t he
city. The Mansion was not occupied again until 1950 wv.:henthe Craft Center of the
VJorcester Qqpl oynment Soci ety bought the building, v.dth preservation restrictions
attached t othe deed. The Plnploynent Society hadto nove out inthe |ate 50's
because of | ack of space, and after a concerted preservation effort, the Mansion
was bought by the Salisbury Associates andrestored. |t is nowleased to the
Wrcester Girl Scout Concil. The Store was bought by the Bay State Society for the
Crippled and Handi capped, also with preservation restrictions, andi s now used f or
their offices.
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The Store is 2 stories high, with clapboards and a hip roof. In the center of the

roof, a small square enclosed structiorehouses the original hoist, andthe interior
loft remains intact. There arefour 9/6 v.indows vdth plaintrimonthe first floor
of the facade and a nodem shed porch. The second floor has two non-original

12/12 windows on either side of a central Palladian ~dndow and each end el evation
contains an oculus onthe second floor. Thin boarding laid ontop of the clap-
boards divide the Storeiito arched bays, three onthe facade and one on each of the
end elevations. The building is nowovTied by the Bay State Society for the Crippled
and Handi capped and houses their offices.

The special architectural significance of the Mansion andthe Store derives from
the fact that they aredelightful exanples of provincial architecture emulating
the elegant structures of the coastal tovns, as interpreted by local craftsmen with
little formal training. CF additional significance i s the volum nous manuscri pt
collection of the Salisbury Fam |y Papers, preserved at the American

Antiquarian Society. This collectionincludes nost of the details of the
buildings' construction as well as detailed inventories and thousands of famly
letters. The Mansion, and the Store, along vdth the Fam |y Papers and t he
Salisbury portraits, silver, and furniturewhich arepreserved in the VJorcester
Art >fuseum give as conplete a record of famly histoiy as canbe found anyv*here
in New Q gl and.
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Yl/laiiacYiaietts YYYiAaiical Nommliiion,

Paul Guzz beacon YAed ~oOon, .yhiale” 02i08

2 July 1975

M. Charles Herrington, Chief

Regi stration

Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation
National Park Service

18th and C Streets, NW

US Departnent of thelnterior

Washi ngton, DC 20240

Dear M. Herrington:

W have recently been informed of a change i nt henane of t heovners

of theSalisbury Store, Wrcester, Massachusetts. The National Register
nom nation f omwas submtted t oyour office on 15 May 1975 as Salisbhury
Mansi on and Sal i shury Store, and accepted ont heNational Register

on 30 May 1975- The owner, listed as theBay State Society for the
Crippled and Handi capped, i s nowcalled theEaster Seal Society for
Crippled Children andAdults of Massachusetts, Inc. with offices at 30
Hi ghl and Street, Worcester, Massachusetts.

Thank you for your attention.

Sincerely yours.

Patricia L. Wesl owski
Survey Director
Massachusetts Historical Conm ssion

PLW pj |
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FORM B - BUILDING la Area no. Form no.

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 102-0
Office of the Secretary, State House, Boston

1. Town Worcester
Address 30 & 40 Highland Street
Name Salisbury Store & Manson

F>reset use  institutional offices
2. Photo (3x3" or 3x5")

Staple to left side of form
Photo number

Present owner see attached  information
Description: . "8
Date 1772,1790,ca. 1818
Source se attached information
Style Georgian & Federalist

4, Map. Draw sketch of building location Architect George Savage of Boston (1772)
in relation to nearest cross streets and clapboard &

other buildings. Indicate north. Exterior wall fabric matched boarding
Outbuildings (describe)  none
Other features see attached National Registe
of Historic Places Inventory—Nomination
Fom
Altered minor Date
Moved yes Date 1929
OTH" 5. Lot size
Ore acre or less X Over one acre

Approximate frontage '

Approximate distance of building from street
15

DO NOT WRITE IN THISSPACE Recorded by S Ceccacci, ed. C. Boulding
USGS Quadrant

Organization Worc. Heritage Pres. Soc.
MHC Photo no.
Date May 1975

(over)

5M 2- 75- R061465  ( 20M 2/76)



7. Original owner (if known)
Original use
Subssquent uses (if any) and dates
8. Themes (check as many as applicable)

Aboriginal Conservation Recreation
Agricultural Education Religion
Architectural Exploration/ Science/
TheArts sttlement invention
Commerce Industry Social/
Communication Military humanitarian
Community development Political Transportation

9. Historical significance (include explanation of themes checked above)

This property is listed on the National Register of Historic Places;
see attached nomination form for historical background.

10. Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records,
early maps, etc.)





















