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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Dyal-Upchurch Building is located at the foot of the Main Street Bridge in
Jacksonville, and has a frontage of 75' on Bay Street and a depth of 111' on Main Street.
Like many of Klutho's early Jacksonville works, the buildings was constructed in the Beaux
Arts Classicism style. The six-story structure, originally designed to be five stories,
was constructed in 1901 and is the first building in Jacksonville to rest on a wood piling
and concrete foundation.?2

The ground story is completely faced in Bedford stone> and is dominated by the main
entrance, located in the third bay (from the east) of the four-bay north elevation. The
entrance is recessed within a stone arch having paired, paneled pilasters surmounted by
an entablature with a cornice decorated with wave scroll. The original entrance, composed
of double glazed doors separated by a pilaster,4 has been replaced by aluminum and glass
double doors of contemporary design. The glazed tympanum was originally decorated with a
wrought iron grille fanlight which has since been infilled.® All other bays on the north
elevation are defined by pilasters surmounted by a continuous frieze, with rosettes, and
a continuous cornice. As originally designed, the east and west bays on this elevation
contained subsidiary entrances composed of double glazed doors with oversized sidelights
and transom sashes.® The east entrance has been replaced with a contemporary plate glass
store front design and the west bay has been infilled with brick, except for a single door.
The second bay from the east has also been modified with new plate glass store front
design. On the west elevation, the original design consisted of a rectangular bay on the
north end, similar to those on the north elevation, and five equally spaced arched openings.
These fiye openings have since been infilled and the single bay has been altered like
the ones on the north elevation.

Above the ground story, the building is faced with light granite-colored brick. All
exterior ornamentation is of Bedford stone, including quoins, sills, belt courses and
frieze. The fenestration is regular on both the north and west facades, and all windows
are wood one over one double hung sash. The second story window openings have rusticated
stone surrounds with projecting keystones and voussoirs. The openings on the third, fourth
and fifth stories have plain surrounds, stone jack arches with projecting tripartite
keystones, and plain stone sills. The sixth story fenestration has plain surrounds with
semi-circular stone arches with radiating pointed voussoirs and projecting keystones.

The window sills are incorporated into a continuous belt course. The structure was
originally terminated by an entablature composed of a continuous stone architrave,
undecorated frieze, and a pressed metal cornice surmounted by a metal balustrade.8 The
metalic elements of the entablature have since been replaced by a continuous brick
parapet above the frieze.

As per legal requirements established after the 1901 fire, there are fire escapes
on the south and west elevations of the building. With the exception of the exterior
alterations already discussed, the only change to the structure has been the relocation
of the non-load bearing partitions of the interior.

(See continuation sheet for footnotes)
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Dyal-Upchurch Biilding is significant as the first building in Florida to be
designed by Henry John Klutho of the New York architectural firm of Coluke and Klutho.
It is also one of the first structures constructed in Jacksonville after: the fire of
3 May 1901 which devastated much of the city's downtown. - The six-story, Beaux-Arts - ' - -
style building is considered to be the city's first "skyscraper” and- holds the dis- -

tinction of beihg the first building in the city to be constructed on wood- pilings. -

Although not stylistically unique, the rusticated window treatment, arcaded

entrance bay and use of classically detailed entablature and belt courses clearly

place the Dyal-Upchurch Building in the Beaux-Arts tradition.

It was not until the

latter part of the decade that Klutho began to deviate from the classical Beaux Arts

designs which dominated his early work in Jacksonville.

Klutho arrived in Jacksonville

one month after readingl of the devastating fire which consumed most of the city's
downtown. He established his own architectural firm and between 1901 and 1910 Klutho
was awarded most of the major commercial and municipal commissions in the city's down-
town area. These included the 1902 Jacksonville City Hall, the Duval County Courthouse
and the 1903 Board of Trade Building.2? His influence on the city's rebuilding, which

resulted in the newest downtown of any ci;yhin the country by ;9L7J3

important.

was_extremely

The design for the Dyal—Upchurch Building was ready By‘Auéuét,vl9Ol,4:5ust three
months after the fire, and like most of Klutho's early work reflected his g¢lassical

training at the Schenk Drawing Academy in St. Louis.>

It was constructed for the

Dyal-Upchurch Investment Company at a cost between $80,000 and $90,000.6 Originally,
the Atlantic National Bank (gé_the National Bank of the State of Florida) occupied the
northwest corner of the first floor.?’ The remainder of the first floor was arranged
for stores while the upper 5 floors contained some 95 offices.8 Today, the structure
is uncccupied except for parts of the ground floor which still contains retail com-

mercial space.

Although Klutho's early designs were in the classical tradition, he was familiar
with the emerging "skyscraper" technology as a result of his training in St. Louis

and his knowledge of the work of Adler and Sullivan in Chicago.

These factors

combined in his design for the Dyal-Upchurch Building which was for some time the
tallest of Jacksonville's post-fire structures. Its construction on wood pile
foundations, some up to thirty feet in length, was hardly technologically innovative
but it was unique for Jacksonville.l0 The site's proximity to the St. Johns River,
the poor bearing capacity of the sub-soilll and the size of the structure forced
Klutho to experiment with a foundation system which had not been used in the area

up to that time.

(see continuati'n sheet for footnotes)
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