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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Old Red Mill occupies a site on the Dog River's Sunny Brook 
branch at the northern end of South Northfield village. The clap- 
boarded structure consists of a one-and-a-half story balloon frame 
building, resting upon slate foundations and a heavy post and beam 
subframe which forms a basement story. The structure is topped 
with a gabled roof, sheathed with metal, broken by a cupola-like 
structure at the south end of the gable peak which accommodates 
milling machinery. A shed-roofed porch extends across a portion' 
of the east elevation. The structure measures approximately 35 
feet (on the river side) by 30 feet. Window openings are ir­ 
regularly placed.

The power train and associated milling machinery, although not 
operable at the present time, appears to be entirely intact. 
It consists of a vertical concrete penstock at the southwest 
corner of the structure v/hich feeds a horizontal, metal turbine 
which, in turn, powers two main drive shafts. Power is transferred, 
by leather and rubberized canvas belts, to a series of grain clean­ 
ing machines, metal roller mills, and accompanying conveyor belts. 
A flour scale, tools, and other commercial appointments are also 
intact.

The building also contains a cider mill, installed in the 1930 f s, 
which continues in operation, although its source of power has 
been converted from v/ater to electricity.

A long wood-frame wing extending to the east, which housed feed 
and grain storage facilities, as well as smaller wings and out­ 
buildings on the north elevation of the mill, have since been 
demolished.

At the present time, the mill's wooden subframe, as well as its 
concrete penstock and dam, are in serious need of repair.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Old Red Mill is an almost undisturbed metal turbine-powered, 
steel roller gristmill dating from 1898. The practically complete 
survival of the structure and its machinery provides an unusual 
exhibition of late nineteenth century state of the art grain mill­ 
ing technology. The mill also represents the last remaining com­ 
ponent of a once thriving center of water-powered industry which ; 
flourished in the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries in the 
village of South Northfield. Indeed, the gristmill is but one of 
a series of small manufactures which has occupied the northernmost 
falls in the village; earlier operations at the site (dating from 
the early 1800s) consisted of a wood, then slate, saw and shingle 
mill, and a chair factory, which burned in 1896.

The structure was rebuilt as a gristmill and feed store by N. W. 
Partch in 1897-98. Operation of the establishment continued through 
the first portion of the twentieth century, and included the instal­ 
lation of a water-powered cider mill in the 1930s.

Changes 'in agricultural and transportation patterns led to the 
suspension of grist milling operations in the mid 19^0s. The 
cider press has continued in operation up through the present time.

The mill's present owners project the restoration of the existing 
grist milling machinery and the reopening of the mill as a commer­ 
cial concern.
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