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Town 
Swansea, Mass. MRA 
SWANSEA 

Address 495 Marvel Street 

Historic Name Walkden Fam 

Use: Present residence 

Original residence/farmstead 

DESCRIPTION 

Date ca. 1800 

Source 

Style 

visual analysis 

Federal vemacular 

Architect unknown 

Exterior Wall Fabric asbestos shingle 

Outbuildings bam (ca. 1885) 

Major Alterations (with dates) "one 

(shingled prob. applied in mid-20th cent.) 

Condition fair 

Moved no Date 
approximately two acres (nominated  

Acreage total property approx. 8 acres 

Setting Located on northwest comer of 

Sharps Lot Road and Marvel Street with 

l i t t l e building setback; rural area. 

UTM REFERENCE 319450 4627070 

USGS QUADRANGLE Somerset, MA 1985 

SCALE 1:25000 

Recorded by K. Flynn, K. Valente/K. Broomer 

Organization Swansea Historical Commission 

Date May 1986/November 1989 



NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA STATEMENT ( i f applicable) 

The Walkden farmhouse, 495 Marvel Street, retains integrity of location, design, setting, 
materials, workmanship, and association and is significant on the local level. The 
vemacular farmhouse with associated bam illustrates the dispersed nature of Swansea's 
agriculture-based settlement in the late 18th and early 19th centuries, as well as 
typical farmhouse construction in Swansea during the period, and meets Criteria A and C. 

ARCHITECTURAL SIO^IFICANCE Describe important architectural features and evaluate In terms of 
other buildings within the community. 

This 2^-story farmhouse is a good example of the vernacular Swansea farmstead constructed 
during the Federal period (1775-1830). The house is of the traditional five-bay, center-entry, 
center-chimney form with a doiible-pile plan. An enclosed hip roof entry is distinguished 
by comer pilasters and a wide, plain frieze; the door is flanked by full-length sidelights. 
This entrance treatment was employed elsewhere in Swansea during the same period, most 
notably at 412 Old Warren Road (MHC #B20). Windows are simply articulated with drip boards 
and contain replacement 2/2 sash. The one-story, three-bay, gabled e l l incorporates a 
secondary entry on the east side, and a wood bulkhead appears at the juncture of the main 
block and e l l . The application of asbestos shingles to the exterior walls has not 
compromised the house's design in terms of massing, plan, fenestration pattem, or detailing. 
North of the house is a well-preserved 1^-story shingled bam (ca. 1885) with exposed rafters 
and a gambrel roof oriented perpendicular to Sharps Lot Road. 

HISTDRICAL SIGNIFICANCE Explain the role owners played in local or state history and how the 
building relates to the development of the comiminity. 

Walkden Farm is associated with two important elements of Swansea's agricultural activi t y , 
dairy farming, through the 19th and early 20th centuries, and market gardening, particularly 
in the f i r s t half of the 20th century. Marshall Walkden, a dairy farmer, owned the 
property in the late 19th century. The farm is also associated with the Earle and Isherwood 
families of Swansea; the Isherwoods operated a large farm further east on Marvel Street. 
Although the original size of the farm is currently \mknown, the property is believed to 
have extended north and west of the Marvel Street-Sharps Lot Road intersection. The 
property along Marvel Street in particular has been subdivided for house lots in recent 
decades. The nomination is confined to that portion of the roughly 8-acre l o t containing 
house and bam at the comer of Marvel Street and Sharps Lot Road. 

Located in the comparatively remote northeastem section of town. Marvel Street is part 
of a colonial east-west road between Hortonville Road, a major north-south route 
connecting Gardner's Neck in Swansea to Rehoboth, and the present town of Somerset. The 
location of the house and bam reflects the dispersed character of agriculture-related 
settlement in Swansea in the late 18th and early 19th centuries. This section remains the 
town's most rural, although there is increasing pressure on historic resources from new 
residential development. 
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Wright, 0.0. History of Swansea. 1917. 
Dighton, Somerset, and Swansea Directory, 1904. 
Helen Pierce, Swansea Historical Society, interview, 11/89. 
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