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Snansea, Mass. NRA
Town S/INEA

Addr ess 495 Marvel Street
Historic Nane VWVl kden Fam

Use:  Present resi dence

Qi gi nal resi dence/ f ar nst ead
CES(R PTTON
Date ca. 1800
Sour ce visual analysis
Style Federal vemacul ar
Architect unknown

Exterior VIl Fabric asbestos shingle

Qut bui | di ngs bam (ca. 1885)

Major Alterations (wth dates) one

(shingled prob. applied i nmd-20th cent.)

Condi tion fair

Nved no [ate _
approxi mately two acres (nom nated

Acreage  total property approx. 8 acres

Setting Located on northwest comer of
Sharps Lot Road and Marvel Street with

little building setback; rural area.

Recorded by K Flynn, K Valente/K Brooner
Organi zation Smansea Historical Conmission
Date My 1986/ Novenber 1989



NATI ONAL REQ STER CRI TERI A STATEMENT (i f applicable)

The V@l kden farnhouse, 495 Marvel Street, retains integrity of |ocation, design, setting,
materials, workmanship, andassociationandis significant onthe local level. The
vemacul ar farnhouse with associated bamillustrates the dispersed nature of Saansea's
agriculture-based settlement inthe late 18th andearly 19th centuries, aswell as
typical farmhouse constructionin Saansea during the period, and neets Criteria Aand C

ARCH TECTURAL SI Ol FI CANCE  Describe inportant architectural features and evaluate In terns of
other buildings within the comunity.

This 2"-story farmhouse i s a good exanple of the vernacul ar Saansea farmstead constructed
during the Federal period (1775-1830). The house is of the traditional five-bay, center-entry,
center-chimey formwith a doiible-pile plan. An enclosed hip roof entry is distinguished

by comer pilasters and awde, plain frieze; the door is flanked by full-length sidelights.
This entrance treatment was enpl oyed el sewhere i n Saansea during the sane period, nost

notably at 4120d Warren Road (MHC#B20). Wndows are sinply articulated with drip boards

and contain replacenent 2/2 sash. Theone-story, three-bay, gabled ell incorporates a
secondary entry onthe east side, anda wood bul khead appears at the juncture of the main
block andell. The application of asbestos shingles to the exterior walls has not

conprom sed the house's design interns of massing, plan, fenestration pattem or detailing.
North of the house i s a well-preserved 1*-story shingled bam (ca. 1885 with exposed rafters
and a ganbrel roof oriented perpendicular to Sharps Lot Road.

H STDR CAL SIGN FI CANCE Explain the role owers played i nlocal or state history and how the
building relates tot hedevel opnent of the commnity.

V@l kden Farmi s associated with two inportant el ements of Saansea's agricultural activity,
dairy farmng, through the 19th and early 20th centuries, and market gardening, particularly
in the first half of the 20th century. Marshall \al kden, a dairy farnmer, owned the
property inthe late 19th century. The farmis also associated with the Earle and | sherwood
famlies of Snansea; the |sherwoods operated a large farm further east on Marvel Street.
Al'though the original size of the farmis currently \nknown, the property is believed t o
have extended north andwest of the Marvel Street-Sharps Lot Road intersection. The
property along Marvel Street inparticular has been subdivided for house lots in recent
decades. Thenomnation is confined to that portion of the roughly 8-acre | ot containing
house and bam at the comer of Marvel Street and Sharps Lot Road.

Located inthe conparatively renote northeastem section of town. Marvel Street ispart

of acolonial east-west road between Hortonville Road, a major north-south route
connecting Gardner's Neck in Snansea to Rehoboth, andthe present town of Somerset. The
location of the house and bamreflects the dispersed character of agriculture-related
settlement in Snansea inthe late 18th and early 19th centuries. This section remains the
town's nost rural, although there i s increasing pressure onhistoric resources fromnew
residential devel opnent.
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