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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Jenkins' Ferry Battleground is located immediately to the east
of the Saline River and to the north of State Highway 46. The park is
thus bordered on the northwest by the Saline River and to the southeast
by Highway 46.

At the present time, the portion of the Jenkins' Ferry battlefield
which is designated as a park serves the State as a roadside park. It
has a comfort station, picnic tables, firepits and trash cans. The
park area is fairly heavily wooded with maple, oak and hickory trees.
The site occupies the east bank of the Saline River where the old
bridge and road once crossed. The "old" east approach road is within
the confines of the park and its location approximates the site of the
ferry which crossed the Saline in 1864.

The area selected for the park probably encompasses no more than
a portion of the area which General Steele used for the bridgehead
which he established to get his troops across the Saline. The battle
was fought somewhat further to the west along the road which led
from the ferry to the town of Leola. Steele would have had to have est-
ablished a defensive perimeter far enough to the west of his intended
river crossing to enclose and protect his wagons and artillery which,
despite his losses at Poison Spring and Marks' Mills, probably numbered
over 500 wagons and 20 cannon.

In 1864, the river bottom on either side of the Saline River
extended for about two miles in either direction from the river. This
river bottom land consisted of damp, muddy canebrakes and wet marshes,
with underbrush so entangled that even today it is difficult to walk
through. On the west side of the river, starting from a point near
Leola, and proceeding east, there were first woods of virgin timber,
then wet marshes and a succession of small cleared fields.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

With the defeat of Major-General Nathaniel P. Banks at Pleasant
Hill, Louisiana, the Red River Expedition of the spring of 1864 was
doomed to failure. Major-General Frederick Steele's army, which
had originally been intended to support General Banks in Louisiana
had been harassed by the Confederates while enroute to Louisiana
from Little Rock and were finally forced to halt at Camden, Arkansas.
Two minor, but serious, defeats of Federal forces attempting to
protect Steele's supply trains at Poison Spring and Marks' Mills
made the Union position critical.

When Steele learned of the defeat of the Union forces and the
capture of the supply wagons at Marks' Mills he immediately withdrew

his remaining troops and equipment from Camden and started the retreat
toward Little Rock.

The Confederate pursuit made contact with Steele's retreating
Federals near Princeton, Arkansas and continued to harass them all
the way to Jenkins" Ferry. |t had been raining constantly and when
Steele's troops arrived at Jenkins' Ferry the bottomlands on either’
side of the river were flooded. In order to gain time to transport
their wagons and artillery across the swollen Saline River the Union
troops threw up a log breastwork on the west side of the river and
attempted to protect their crossing with infantry and some artillery.

The battle lasted approximately four and one-half hours. |t was
fought in a very narrow space where neither army had much room to
maneuver. This confinement made the battle a bloody one. The desperate
Federal troops, their backs to the river, tried vainly to salvage
their ammunition and supply trains, but were forced to leave the
greater portion of their supplies and wagons on the field. Supplies,

ammunition and wagons were burned to prevent their capture by the rebels.
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8. SIGNIFICANCE, CONT'D

This battle was the final test of strength between Confederate
General E. Kirby Smith and General Frederick Steele. Both sides claimed
a victory. The Confederates remained in possession of the field, but they
had sustained many casualties and had been unable to prevent Steele's
troops from making the river crossing and effecting their escape. The
crossing and the escape from the Confederate forces had been Steele's
tactical ob jective. The Confederates had, however, accomplished their
larger strategical objective by preventing Steele from making a junction

with Banks' Red River Expedition and by forcing his (Steele) retreat
to Little Rock.
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