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Form 10-300 
(July 1969} 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
INVENTORY- NOMINATION FORM 

(Type all entries - complete applicable sections) 

COMMON ' 

Jenkins 1 'Ferry BaH1egrou~d -
ANDI OR H ISTORIC: 

( C h eck O ne) 

0 Distr i ct 0 Bui I d ing (2il Public Public Acquisition : 

(2il Site 0 Structure 0 Private D In Process 

STATE : 

Arkansas 
COUNTY ' 

Grant 

0 Occupied 

0 Object 0 Both 0 Being Cons idered 
~ Unoccupied 

0 Preservation w 

Courthouse 

Sheridan 

TI T LE O F SU R V EY: 

Pork 

Pri vote Residence 

Religious 

S T AT E 

in progress 

0 Transportation 

0 Other (Specify) 

Arkansas 

Yes : 

Restricted 

Unrestricted 

No 

0 Comments 
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.. ~{·• .. .. ·•;)''•)}}'' ... ,., .... 

(Check One) 

0 Exce I lent fXl Good 0 Fair 0 Deteriorated 
CONDITION 

I 
(Check One) 

~ Altered 0 Unaltered 0 Moved ~ Origir.al Site 

0 Ruins 0 Unexposed 

(Check One) 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Jenkins' Ferry Battleground is located immediately to the east 
of the Saline River and to the north of State Highway 46. The park is 
thus bordered on the northwest by the Saline River and to the southeast 
by Highway 46. 

At the present time, the portion of the Jenkins' Ferry battlefield 
which is designated as a park serves the State as a roadside park. It 
has a comfort station, picnic tables, firepits and trash cans. The 
park area is fairly heavily wooded with maple, oak and hickory trees. 
The site occupies the east bank of the Saline River where the old 
bridge and road once crossed. The 11 old11 east approach road is within 
the confines of the park and its location approximates the site of the 
ferry which crossed the Saline in 1864. 

The area selected for the park probably encompasses no more than 
a portion of the area which General Steele used for the bridgehead 
which he established to get his troops across the Saline. The battle 
was fought somewhat further to the west along the road which led 
from the ferry to the town of Leola. Steele would have had to have est­
ablished a defensive perimeter far enough to the west of his intended 
river crossing to enclose and protect his wagons and artillery which, 
despite his losses at Poison Spring and Marks' Mills, probably numbered 
over 500 wagons and 20 cannon. 

In 1864, the river bottom on either side of the Saline River 
extended for about two miles i~ either direction from the river. This 
river bottom land consisted of damp, muddy canebrakes and wet marshes, 
with underbrush so entangled that even today it is difficult to walk 
through. On the west side of the river, starting from a point near 
Leola, and proceeding east, there were first woods of virgin timber, 
then wet marshes and a succession of small cleared fields. 
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•~'~''""'~'"'~'~''''~:~: ,,,,,, ''·/ :'//}\ 
PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

0 Pre-Columbian I 0 16th Century 

0 15th Century 0 17th Century 

0 18th Century 

0 19th Century 

DATEISI (Ilri.P"r;'"" andKnown) Apr1l 30, 1864 
AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

Abor iginol 0 Education 0 Political 

0 Prehistoric 0 Engineering 0 Religion/ Phi-

0 Historic 0 Industry losophy 

0 Agriculture 0 Invention 0 Science 

0 Architecture 0 Landscape 0 Sculpture 

0 Art Architecture 0 Socia 1/Human-

0 Commerce 0 Lit·eroture itorian 

0 Communications IXl Military 0 Theater 

0 Conservation 0 Music 0 Transportation 

Is· ATEMENT oF siGNIFICANCE 

0 20th Century 

0 Urban Planning 

0 Other (Specify) 

With the defeat of Major-General Nathaniel P. Banks at Pleasant 
Hill, Louisiana, the Red River Expedition of the spring of 1864 was 
doomed to failur.e. Major-General Frederick Steele's army, which 
had originally been intended to support General Banks in Louisiana 
had been harassed by the Confederates while enroute to Louisiana 
from Little Rock and were finally forced to halt at Camden, Arkansas. 
Two minor, but serious, defeats of Federal forces attempting to 
protect Steele's supply trains at Poison Spring and Marks' Mills 
made the Union position critical. 

When Steele learned of the defeat of the Union forces and the 
capture of the supply wagons at Marks' Mills he immediately withdrew 
his remaining troops and equipment from Camden and started the retreat 
toward Little Rock. 

The Confederate pursuit made contact with Steele's retreating 
Federals near Princeton, Arkansas and continued to harass them all 
the way to Jenkins'' Ferry. It had been raining constantly and when 
Steele's troops arrived at Jenkins' Ferry the bottomlands on either' 
side of the river were flooded. In order to gain time to transport 
their wagons and artillery across the swollen Saline River the Union 
troops threw up a log breastwork on the west side of the river and 
attempted to protect their crossing with infantry and some artillery. 

The battle lasted approximately four and one-half hours. It was 
fought in a very narrow space where neither army had much room to 
maneuver. This confinement made the battle a bloody one. The desperate 
Federal troops, their backs to the river, tried vainly to salvage 
their ammunition and supply trains, but were forced to leave the 
greater portion of their supplies and wagons on the field. Supplies, 
ammunition and wagons were burned to prevent their capture by the rebels. 

(See Continuation Sheet) 



The War of the Rebe llion: A Compilation of the Official Records of 
the Un ion and Confederate Armies (Washington: 1880-1 901), Series I, 
Vol. XXXIV, pt. I. pp 653-849. 

Bearss , Edwin C., Stee le' s Retreat From Camden, Little Ro ck: Pioneer 
Press , 1967. 

Ferguson, John L., (ed.), Arkansas and the ~il(il W~_r, _ Little Ro ck: . ·. 
Pioneer Press , 1964. 

NAME AND TITLE: 

Jack E. Porter Administrator Hi s toric Pr 
ORGAN I ZA T ION 

Arkansas Plannin Commi ss iqn 
STREET AND NUMBER: 

Game and Fish Buildin 
CITY OR TOWN: 

Lit t le Ro ck 

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na ­

tional Histo ric Preservatio n Act of 1966 (Public Law 

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

in the National Register and certify that it has been 

evaluated according to t h e criteria and procedures set 

forth by the National P ark Servic e . The recommended 

level of significance of this nomination is: 

National ~ State O Local 0 

"·mr/zz~ John M. Peter son 

Title ----~E~x~e~c~u~t~i~v~e~D::...!...i r~e~c~t~o:.:..r _ _ _ 
Arkansas Plann ing Comm iss ion 

Date 

I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

Nationa 1 Register. 
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Form 10-300a 
(July 1969) 

(Number all entries) 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM 

(Continuation Sheet) 

8 . SIGNIFICANCE , CONT 1D 

STATE 

Arkansas 
COUNTY 

Grant 

This battle was the final test of strength between Confederate 
General E. Kirby Smith and General Frederick Steele . Both sides claimed 
a victory . The Confederates remained in possession of the field, but they 
had sustained many casualties and had been unable to prevent Steele 1 s 
troops from making the river crossing and effecting their escape . The 
crossing and the escape from the Confederate forces had been Steele 1 s 
tactical objective. The Confederates had, however, accomplished their 
larger strategical objective by preventing Steele from making a junction 
with Banks 1 Red River Expedition and by forcing his (Steele) retreat 
to Li Hle Rock. 
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IForm 10-301 
(Dec. 1968) 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

PROPERTY MAP FORM 

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map) 

STREET AND NUMBER: 

STATE : 

1. Property broundaries where required. 

2. North arrow. 

3. Latitude and longitude reference. 

STATE 

Grant 



Rl'tiERS 

SJ' ItUI'I ~ 

"TOWN'~ 

co~Ps 

lliVISI ON.'\ 

~ CAM P'~ 

m:i f'OIITIFI(11,71ot.(!) 

8ATTA.LIOW~ ~ 

ll""£ or:: MAR:Cti c= a:::::;> E=> c::;> 

( .. VAU1' '1' r:ZJ 
IHF.A-Nf.ll'J' ~ 

C01JFE 'D£RATf 0 
UWJON' ctJ 

I 
I 
I 
) 

I 

I 

I 
i 
I 
I 
I 

I 
I 

I 
I 

I 

I 
! 

t 11 (:' " -
.'lt el'l< 

tilt' :1 

p:1 trn 

l iJ t'Sl ' 

de~er 

tILl tt' 

k i rh 

r ile 

Cl'J'S 

f tJrtC 

.\ t rl 
I orce 

'ltpp l 

S;don 

t /;(' :1 

lilt!\( 

l.'il .~ ~ ~ ~ 

:tpp:l! 
he ('( 

,J! I. 
.. 

I i IlL' < 

slto tt ; 

[(I tit 

:ll'lll) 

er:1 h 

l 11 <:' ( 

:II [iII 
\\·:t rd 

. l .het 

lll rt:. 

treat 
-;,,·: tl 

rile :1 

i 11 s. I 



' ( 
{··' ')11 . ~··'· '§( . ) 
)' ,,·: ,•. '"-~~t.J i ·.) 
. ), ' · .. \--' . 

··=--- : .. -.... /- .·· · .. "-._ . ) 
\ "' '\_ 

• 



z 
0 

1-

u 
::::) 

0::: 

1-

"' 
z 

w 
w 

"' 

IForm 10-301 
(Dec . 1968) 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

PROPERTY MAP FORM .. 

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map) 

as s hown on annexed 
CITY OR TOWN : 

STATE : 

l. Property broundaries where requ i red. 

2. North arrow. 

3. Latitude and long itude reference . 

STATE 

Arkansas 
C OUNTY 
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