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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Completed in 1915 by Architects Bakegg;;_gvk own from San
Francisco, tn@“gan’% Fe Depot is™ "an adag&ipnﬁof~39anish
Colonial Architecture" or Mission Revivalw e

S

The original concept for the Depot combined "an open air wait-
ing room or patio" (south end) and "a long covered concourse",
enclosing the patio and "uniting the design elements".

The main approach was from Broadway, through the court to the
large arched forecourt with its glazed window above the en-
trance doors to the waiting room.

The waiting room contains rest rooms and stair (east side) to
railway-offices above. The north end originally contained the
Harvey Lunchroom.

A covered concourse (west side) connects the passenger station
with the baggage and express section, further north. There

is a "carriage entrance" between these sections, connecting
Kettner to the rail siding. The original clay bricks laid in
herringbone pattern are still in existance, some overlayed by
asphalt.

The notable exterior features are the great arch, flanked by
twin towers of Spanish Renaissance flavor, with delightfully
colored tiled domes capped by tiled lanterns. The brightly
colored tiles with zig-zag patterns, incorporating the railways
symbol, are especially notable. Simple gable and shed roofs
are of Mission tile.

The interiors are notable for their grand scale with nine
arched elements and natural redwood beam and purlin ceilings.
The interior walls have handsome, brightly colored tile wain-
scoting with plaster above 8' and are penetrated by arched
clerestory windows, near the ceiling. The interior has the
original clay tile flooring in two sizes and colors. Long oak
benches are original and in beautiful condition. The interior
chandeliers of bronze and glass are original and of special
note. Wood framed doors with their handcarved lettering on
transom scrolls delight the eye.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Santa Fe Depot represents the tangible evidence of
historic battle waged by the City of San Diego for being the
Western terminus of the Continental Railway. The construc-
tion of this depot (1915) marked a great new.era for San
Diego ‘and its completion was rushed to concur with the grand

opening of the Panama;ﬁaiiferniaggggggition“df]that year.
Pacific  luwtevnctpnal '

The style of the building, Spanish or Mission Revival, is
the Style of California, blending both the unique and
traditional elements of San Diego's Spanish heritage. The
Architects, Bakewell & Brown of San Francisco are especially
notable.

The structure was recorded by HABS during the Summer of 1971
under the supervision of Professor Robert C. Giebner,
University of Arizona (Cal-1965) and was noted as an
"outstanding example of Railway Station architecture and an
especially handsome example of the Spanish Revival Style"

by James E. Massey, Chief, HABS mmmmmmmese

It 1s featured in the AIA Guide/San Diego (1971) and has been
designated as Historical Site #56 (1972) by the City of San
Diego, Historical Site Board.

The structure makes a significant contribution to the urban
fabric of San Diego, giving a unique quiet quality that is
quickly disappearing in the rapidly expanding downtown area.

A complete research report giving in-depth detail is
attached.




Research Committee Report", Historical Site Board, City of
San Diego (attached)

"The Journal of San Diego History", Fall 1971 published
quarterly by the San Diego Historical Society.

Gebhard, David and Van Bretton, Harriet, "Architecture in

California", UC Santa Barbara (1966).

Christman, Florence, "The Romance of Balboa Park", Neyen-
esch Printers (1969).

Pourade, Richard, "Gold in the Sun", Union Tribune Publish-
ing (1965).
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STATE: CODE | COUNTY: coDE
STATE: CODE | COUNTY: CODE
STATE: CODE | COUNTY: coODE

.t;h*kamimﬁ?ﬂVﬂ.A. Preservation Officer

ORGANIZATION DATE
San Diego Chapter, A.I.A. 10 Feb. 1972
STREET AND NUMBER:
2827 Presidio Drive
CITY OR TOWN: STATE CODE
San Diego California 06

level

Name

Title

Date

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89-665), 1 hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been

" evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set

forth by the National Park Service. The recommended

National

I hereby certify that this property is included in the

National Register.

. . . Chief, Office of Archeology and Hitoric Preservation
of significance of this nomination is:

Local X

State Liaison Officer
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