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Rioto (3"x3" or 3"x5", black and 
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AREA FORM NO. 

A 65 

Town WakpfiPld 

^ ^ ^ ^ S 1 Wa VP flTrpnnp 

Historic Name NA 

Use: Present d w e l l i n g 

Original Dwelling 

DESCRIPTION 

Date 1875-1883 

Source maps and d i r e c t o r y . l88^ 

Style I t a l i a n a t e 

Architect 

Exterior Wall Fabric ni apbnard 

O u t b u i l d i n g s g - a r ' a g P - n o n - r . n n - f - r - i h i T l - i n g 

(c.1920) 

Major Alterations (with dates) 

3 windows f i l l e d i n (unknown) 

addition Fai r 

Moved NA Date NA 

Acreage Less_than pne acrp 

Setting On s l i g h t r i s e near Lake 
Quannapowitt 

um REFERENCE 

OSGS QDADRANGLE_ 

SCALE 

19/329890/4708385 

Reading, MA 

1:25,000 

Recorded by A r c h i t e c t u r a l P rese rva t ion 
Associates  

Organizaticn Wakefie ld H i s t o r i c a l 
Commission 

Date March ] Q 8 S 



NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA STATEMENT ( i f applicable) 
A wel l preserved example of high s t y l e I t a l i a n a t e design, t h i s house 
possesses an elaborately detailed f r o n t porch and ornate Jig-saw 
cut woodwork. I t retains i n t e g r i t y of location, s e t t i n g , design, 
materials, workmanship, feeling and association, and meets 
c r i t e r i o n C of the NRHP on the lo c a l l e v e l . 

ARCHITECTORAL SIOJIFICANCE Describe important architectural features and evaluate in terms of 
other buildings within the cxjnmunity. 

This very f i n e I t a l i a n a t e style house i s 2h stories high, gable end 
to the s t r e e t , with a three bay side h a l l , and L shaped plan. A 
d i s t i n c t i v e feature i s the porch across the f r o n t i n lacy jig-saw cut 
work; si m i l a r but less ornate porches are found at a few other houses 
i n Wakefield. P i l l a r s on a jig-saw cut r a i l , brackets and turned 
drops add to the lacy e f f e c t . The house has other fi n e d e t a i l s , such 
as the s h e l l carving of the paired brackets supporting the roof, 
rope molding used f o r edging, double arched gable f i e l d windows, 
and footed s i l l s . I t appears to have been b u i l t f a i r l y l a t e i n 
the period. ' 

HISTC8EIICAL SIGNIFICANCE Explain the role cwners played in local or state history and how the 
building relates to the development of the cxOTnunity. 

This house was b u i l t between l875 and I883, a period when Wakefield's 
population was growing by leaps and bounds. Immediately a f t e r the 
Panic of l873 and the death of Cyrus Wakefield, founder of the 
town's most important industry, the Wakefield Rattan Co., the town 
regained i t s i n d u s t r i a l strength, and new houses were b u i l t to meet 
the needs of an Increased work force. At the same time, the town was 
becoming a prime suburban suburb, as i t was a r a i l center, with 
good connections to Boston. 

In t e r e s t i n g l y t h i s elegant house was situated next door to Henry 
Haskell's shoe factory. The location of shoe shops next to houses i n 
t h i s area had been the case since i t began to develop i n the l840's, 
and was to continue u n t i l the 20th century. 

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES 
maps, 1889, Fu l l e r estate 
Eaton, W i l l E. Handbook of Wakefield. Wakefield, I885 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET 

REQUESTED ACTION: NOMINATION 

PROPERTY House at 15 Wave Avenue 
NAME: 

MULTIPLE Wakefield MRA , 
NAME: 

STATE & COUNTY: MASSACHUSETTS, Middlesex 

DATE RECEIVED: 5/23/89 DATE OF PENDING LIST: 6/06/89 
DATE OF 16TH DAY: 6/22/89 DATE OF 45TH DAY: 7/07/89 
DATE OF WEEKLY LIST: 

REFERENCE NUMBER: 89000679 

NOMINATOR: STATE V 

REASONS FOR REVIEW: 

APPEAL: N DATA PROBLEM: N LANDSCAPE: N LESS THAN 50 YEARS: N 
OTHER: N PDIL: N PERIOD: N PROGRAM UNAPPROVED: N 
REQUEST: N SAMPLE: N SLR DRAFT: N NATIONAL: N 

COMMENT WAIVER: N 

[/ACCEPT RETURN R̂EJECT 

ABSTRACT/SUMMARY COMMENTS: 

y / ^ A f r DATE ^ I ' A ' ^ in tne 

RECOM./CRITERIA_ 
REVIEWER 
DISCIPLINE 
DATE 

DOCUMENTATION see attached comments Y/N see attached SLR Y/N 



CLASSIFICATION 

count resource type 

STATE/FEDERAL AGENCY CERTIFICATION 

FUNCTION 

historic current 

DESCRIPTION 

architectural classification 
materials 
descriptive text 

SIGNIFICANCE 

Period Areas of Significance—Check and jus t i f y below 

Specific dates Builder/Architect 
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

summary paragraph 
completeness , V 
cl a r i t y . ' " -
applicable c r i t e r i a 
j u s t i f i c a t i o n of areas checked 
relating significance to the resource 
context ,; 
relationship of integrity to significance 
j u s t i f i c a t i o n of exception - j 
other 

BIBLIOGRAPHY 

GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 

acreage verbal boundary description 
UTMs boundary jus t i f i c a t i o n 

ACCOMPANYING DOCUMENTATION/PRESENTATION 

sketch maps ÛSGS maps photographs presentation 

OTHER COMMENTS 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to 

Phone 

Signed Date 









Please refer to the map in the 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet 

for this property 

IVIultiple Property Cover Slieet Reference Number: 64000300 


