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ne Merizo Bell Tower is located between Highway 4 and the beach in the central part
of Merizo Village on USAS Quadrangle Map, Merizo (1268). It is across from the
Catholic Church and Rectory. The sea is ca. 10m to the SV and Highway 4 is 5 m ME.
It may he reached by driving to Merizo Village and the church.

The tower is a tiered structure constructed of heavy masonry callad manposteria
consisting of stone with mortar covered with cement plaster. The tower is 7.3 m in
height including the square base 1.5 m high and 4 m on a side. Four stairs on the
SE side of the base ascend to the first tier and doorway. This is 3.5 m in height
and the doorway into it is 2 m high. Inside, the stairs continue up to the second
tier vihich has a small seaward facing window. This second tier is 1.7 m high and
is topped by a third tier .7 m in height. A now missing bell was housed in a wooden
structure on the third tier. This wood portion of the bell tower is now missing and
its date of removal is unknown. The structure does have some severs cracking due to
earthquakes.

Large trees and a small park with benches surround the tower.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Marizo Bell Tower is located across Highway 4 from the Merizo conkento.
It was built in 1919 by Father Cristobal de Canals O.F.M, Can. He also built a
church, promoted agriculture, and in general, raised the standard of living in
Yerizo. Although the Bell Tower is quite recent, it is nevertheless, a symbol
of the Catholic Church's interest in and activity for the island. In particular,
it is a monument to the work of Father de Canals.

This structure represents the transition stage in architecture on the island
betwaen colonial Spanish architecture and the ingJux of statewide structures. The
materials and methods are remniscent of previous Spanish structures. The overall
massing is a major element of design that is missing in later psendo-design on
Guam. The tower consists of a very heavy masonry construction, stone with mortar
and covered with cement plaster. Some cut stone is involved primarily for steps,
with wood 1intels used for smaller openings.
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