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The Geendale Inprovenent Society Building, erected i n1900, i s a
two story building of wood frame construction. | ti slocatedat
|480kV‘f1§st Boyl ston Street andi s surrounded by a lawn anda chain
ink fence.

The five bayfacade of t hehouse i s domnated by aprojecting,
pedinented central bay. Thepediment of thebayi s formed by a
abled roof dormer containing double w ndows topped by awooden
anlight decoration andi sremnicent of theprojecting bay found
in Georgian style houses. A large classical portico extends across
the first floor of t hebay. TheJJortico I s conposed of a
latticework base, six square-based classical colxictns anda flat,
slightly overhanging roof. Theportico i s reached by si x
wooden steps andshelters wooden double doors. Theright bay of
the facade i sformed by a square, three story tower. There are
triple round-arched windows i n thethird floor of thetower, and
It 1 stopped by a gently sloping pyram dal roof. Themain roof of
the house i1 shipped andcovered with asphalt shingles. Modillions
articulate the slight overhang of theroof. VWéod shingles, painted
gray, cover thehouse anditstrimis painted white.

Three functional floors comprise the interior of thebuilding. The
basement contains thekitchen anda large dining room The first
floor i sdivided into two roons: a small formal meeting roomwith a
handsone fireplace anda large roomthat was used as a library.

The second floor houses anauditorium  Theinterior walls of the
house areplastered andhave wooden wainscotting. Theceilings
are of pressed metal, and thefloors arecovered with maple strip.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The significance of the Greendale Inprovement Society Buildingi s
derived from theimportant role that themenbers of t he Society have
played i nthesocial andhumanitarian programs i nWrcester. [t i s
a fine exanple of a simple building that housed a nineteenth century
organization concerned with thegeneral welfare of thecitizensof
the community - planting trees, providing rubbish collection,

pl owing snow andproviding fire protection. Many of these respon-
sibilities are assumed by thecity andstate government, but the
Creendal e I mprovement Society still plays a significant rolei n
maintaining thewelfare of thecitizens of thecommunity.

The history of the Greendale Inmprovement Society began on January
17, 1895 when a meeting was held t oconsider theorganization of

a society seeking thegeneral welfare of thecitizens of Greendale.
This organization was chartered by theState of Massachusetts on
August 5, 1896i nthename of t he Greendal e Inprovement Association,
Inc. After many meetings, theoriginal association disbandedi n
favor of the Greendale Village I|nmprovement Society, turning over all
the funds andproperty on September 2, 1897. Theoriginal society had
formed a commttee t oresearch thepossibility of abuilding tobe
used for its services. | nanticipation of acquiring this property,
a newcharter was applied for i nthenanme of t he Greendale Village

| mprovement Society. This charter was approved by t he Massachusetts
State Legislature, Acts of 1897, Chapter 259, onApril 10, 1897.

The Kendrick family, a promnent famly i nthearea, transferred title

to theproperty onwhich thebuilding stands t ot he Society i n 189 7.

The menbers of t he Society raised thefunds forthebuilding i nmany

ways. They hadbean suppers, socials, dances, |awn parties, enter-
tainment programs andsolicited private contributions. Qn April 19, 190(
ground was broken, stone boundaries were laid, andtheproperty surveyed.
The building was dedicated thelast week i nOctober, 1900.

e of thefirst functions of this Society was t oplant treesto
beautify thearea. They built andmaintained cinder roads which they
plowed i nthewinter with their horse andplow (hopefully, when it
snowed). A rubbish collectionwas nade available t othe menbership
at a mniml fee andapermanent fire station was requested for Green-
dale i n1897. Following the Second World War, thebuilding was used
for a short time for a veteran's organization.



IMAIOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES

Greendal e Village |nprovement Society Records, 1895- present,
on file at thehone of t heSociety's Treasurer

[GEOGRAPHICAL DATA

ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY .30 acrps
UTM REFERENCES

ALIi_9j 1216.91215t0i 14.GI8f?! S 2. o\ o J el o
ZONE EASTING NORTHING ZONE EASTING NORTHING
olee] el |I.e1 DLI II.l.e1lele]. <]

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE CODE COUNTY CODE

STATE CODE COUNTY CODE

njFORM PREPARED BY

NAME / TITLE

Andrea M. Gilmore

ORGANIZATION DATE
Massachusetts Historical cnmTni tscfi nn July 197fi
STREETS. NUMBER TELEPHONE
294 Washinaton Stree-f- 617-727-8470
CITY OR TOWN STATE
Boston Massachusetts 02108

[STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER CERTIFICATION

THE EVALUATED SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS PROPERTY WITHIN THE STATE IS:
NATIONAL. STATE LOCALZ"
As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Actof 1966 (Public Law89-665). |

hereby nonninate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated according to the
criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Service.

STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER SIGNATURE pLAZ/&y\_A
TITLE . . LA ) L DATE
Executive Director Massachusetts Historical Commission
FOR NPS USE ONLY
| HEREBY CERTIFY THATTF~S UDEO IN THENATIONAL REGISTER
DATE

KEEPER OF THE NATIONAL REGISTER

GPO 892. 453



1 (>(ytt>Pjfifen
Property Greendale Village Inprovenent Society Building

5V \Aiss. Vérking Niner 8. 12. 76. 3941
TECHNICAL CONTROJ.
Photos /1 [AAN N
Maps / CJjC jS.A'C
HISTORIAN
v ARCHITECTURAL HISTORIAN
ARCHEOLOGIST
OTHER
HAER
Inventory
Review
REVIEW UNIT CHIEF
RANCH CHIEF
KEEPER
National Register Write-up Send-back Entered NOV 7 1976
Federal Register Entry — ?-7-C Re-submit

INT:2106-74

Whited Sates Departnent of the Interior National Park Service RSO No. 7


















PAUL GuUZzzI

N N\
zzclelal™ o' pYe N7

August 6, 1976

M. Charles Herrington

Regi strar
National Register NATIONAL
National Park Service REGISTER

Departnment of the Interior
Washington, DC 20240

Dear Charl es:
Encl osed find nom nationforns for the following properties:

Wor cester, CGreendal e |nprovenment Society Building
North Andover, Kittredge Mansion

Haverhill, Rocks Village Historic District
Lancaster, Anthony Lane House

PN -

These properties have been reviewed by the Massachusetts Historical
Commi ssion (State Review Board) and have been signed by the
State Historic Preservation Officer, Elizabeth R Amadon,

Sincerely yours.

/aAr

Patricia L. Wesl owski
Survey Director
Massachusetts Historical Conm ssion

PLW edh
end.
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Al'so Notified
Hon. Edward M Kennedy State Historic Preservation Officer
Hon. Edward W £rooke Ms. Elizabeth R Aaadon
Hon.  Joseph Early Executive Director, Massachusetts
Hon. Paul Tsongas Hi storical Conoitlsalon
Hn. Mwvard P :20land 294 Vshington Street
Regi onal Director, North Bost oa, Massachusetts 02108
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7. Original owner (if known)
Original use
Subsequent uses (if any) and dates

8. Themes (check as many as applicable)

Aboriginal Conservation Recreation
Agricultural Education Religion
Architectural Exploration/ Science/

The Arts settlement invention
Commerce Industry Social/
Communication Military humanitarian
Community development Political Transportation

9. Historical significance (include explanation of themes checked above)

This property is listed on the National Register of Historic Places,
se attached nomination form for historical background.

10. Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records,
early maps, etc.)
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