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The Greendale Improvement Society Building, erected i n 1900, i s a 
two story b u i l d i n g of wood frame construction. I t i s located at 
480 West Boylston Street and i s surrounded by a lawn and a chain 
l i n k fence. 

The f i v e bay facade of the house i s dominated by a projecting, 
pedimented central bay. The pediment of the bay is formed by a 
gabled roof dormer containing double windows topped by a wooden 
fa n l i g h t decoration and is reminicent of the projecting bay found 
i n Georgian style houses. A large classical portico extends across 
the f i r s t f l o o r of the bay. The portico i s composed of a 
latticework base, six square-based classical colximns and a f l a t , 
s l i g h t l y overhanging roof. The portico i s reached by s i x 
wooden steps and shelters wooden double doors. The r i g h t bay of 
the facade i s formed by a square, three story tower. There are 
t r i p l e round-arched windows i n the t h i r d f l o o r of the tower, and 
i t i s topped by a gently sloping pyramidal roof. The main roof of 
the house is hipped and covered with asphalt shingles. Modillions 
a r t i c u l a t e the s l i g h t overhang of the roof. Wood shingles, painted 
gray, cover the house and i t s t r i m i s painted white. 

Three functional floors comprise the i n t e r i o r of the building. The 
basement contains the kitchen and a large dining room. The f i r s t 
f l o o r i s divided into two rooms: a small formal meeting room with a 
handsome fireplace and a large room that was used as a l i b r a r y . 
The second f l o o r houses an auditorium. The i n t e r i o r walls of the 
house are plastered and have wooden wainscotting. The ceilings 
are of pressed metal, and the floors are covered with maple s t r i p . 
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The s i g n i f i c a n c e of the Greendale Improvement Society B u i l d i n g i s 
derived from the important r o l e t h a t the m.embers o f the Society have 
played i n the s o c i a l and humanitarian programs i n Worcester. I t i s 
a f i n e example of a simple b u i l d i n g t h a t housed a nineteenth century 
o r g a n i z a t i o n concerned w i t h the general welf a r e of the c i t i z e n s o f 
the community - p l a n t i n g t r e e s , p r o v i d i n g rubbish c o l l e c t i o n , 
plowing snow and p r o v i d i n g f i r e p r o t e c t i o n . Many of these respon­
s i b i l i t i e s are assumed by the c i t y and s t a t e government, but the 
Greendale Improvement Society s t i l l plays a s i g n i f i c a n t r o l e i n 
maintaining the we l f a r e o f the c i t i z e n s of the community. 

The h i s t o r y o f the Greendale Improvement Society began on January 
17, 1895 when a meeting was he l d to consider the o r g a n i z a t i o n o f 
a so c i e t y seeking the general w e l f a r e o f the c i t i z e n s of Greendale. 
This o r g a n i z a t i o n was chartered by the State of Massachusetts on 
August 5, 1896 i n the name o f the Greendale Improvement Ass o c i a t i o n , 
Inc. A f t e r many meetings, the o r i g i n a l a s s o c i a t i o n disbanded i n 
favor o f the Greendale V i l l a g e Improvement Society, t u r n i n g over a l l 
the funds and property on September 2, 1897. The o r i g i n a l s o c i e t y had 
formed a committee to research the p o s s i b i l i t y o f a b u i l d i n g to be 
used f o r i t s services. I n a n t i c i p a t i o n o f a c q u i r i n g t h i s property, 
a new charter was ap p l i e d f o r i n the name of the Greendale V i l l a g e 
Improvement Society. This charter was approved by the Massachusetts 
State L e g i s l a t u r e , Acts o f 1897, Chapter 259, on A p r i l 10, 1897. 

The Kendrick f a m i l y , a prominent f a m i l y i n the area, t r a n s f e r r e d t i t l e 
to the property on which the b u i l d i n g stands to the Society i n 189 7. 
The members of the Society r a i s e d the funds f o r the b u i l d i n g i n many 
ways. They had bean suppers, s o c i a l s , dances, lawn p a r t i e s , enter­
tainment programs and s o l i c i t e d p r i v a t e c o n t r i b u t i o n s . On A p r i l 19, 1900 
ground was broken, stone boundaries were l a i d , and the property surveyed. 
The b u i l d i n g was dedicated the l a s t week i n October, 1900. 

One of the f i r s t f u n c t i o n s of t h i s Society was to p l a n t trees to 
b e a u t i f y the area. They b u i l t and maintained cinder roads which they 
plowed i n the w i n t e r w i t h t h e i r horse and plow ( h o p e f u l l y , when i t 
snowed). A rubbish c o l l e c t i o n was made a v a i l a b l e to the membership 
at a minimal fee and a permanent f i r e s t a t i o n was requested f o r Green­
dale i n 1897. Following the Second World War, the b u i l d i n g was used 
f o r a short time f o r a veteran's o r g a n i z a t i o n . 
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August 6, 1976 

Mr. Charles Herrington 
Registrar 
National Register 
National Park Service 
Department of the I n t e r i o r 
Washington, D.C. 20240 

NATIONAL 
REGISTER 

Dear Charles: 

Enclosed f i n d nomination forms for the following properties: 

1. Worcester, Greendale Improvement Society Building 
2. North Andover, Kittredge Mansion 
3. Haverhill, Rocks Village Historic D i s t r i c t 
4. Lancaster, Anthony Lane House 

These properties have been reviewed by the Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l 
Commission (State Review Board) and have been signed by the 
State Historic Preservation Officer, Elizabeth R. Amadon, 

Sincerely yours. 

•ZaAr 
P a t r i c i a L. Weslowski 
Survey Director 
Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission 

PLW/edh 
end. 
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8. Themes (check as many as applicable) 
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9. Historical significance (include explanation of themes checked above) 

This property is l is ted on the National Register of Historic Places; 
see attached nomination form for historical background. 

10. Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records, 
early maps, etc.) 
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