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Addition 1969
DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Wakefield Post Office, constructed i n1936 and dedicated on January
27, 1937 i slocated on Main Street, at thecorner of Yale Avenue, an area
referred toas Upper Wakefield Square. The public library and t he YNMCA
located on either side of thePost Office, were built sone fifteen and
thirty years before it. Both of these structures characterize the
Classic Revival detailing. The Post Office Architect however, utilizing
the similar basic conponents and details of that style, unified this
building into a well proportioned, organized, bold statement that
captures thepower and dignity of Classical Revival architecture at the
Federal level.

At thenorth end of t hebusiness district, near the Town Park and Lake
Quannapowitt, thePost Office i ssited near two quaint, nin&eeti'th
century, high spired wooden churches and several ol der brick andwooden
resi dences on the wide tree-studded Main Street.

A flight of broad granite steps leads up tothefront lawn terrace area,
separated from t hesidewalk by a granite retaining wall sone four feeti n
height at thestair area. The lawn abuts thegradual incline of Yale
Avenue on theright side of theproperty. The original herring-bone
patterned, brick terrace between t hetwo separate flights of granite
steps has since been replaced with concrete.

The Post Office i sof striking, Neo-Classic design with a dramatic front
facade, featuring a high, three bay |imestone center entrance, flanked
by single brick wall bays on each side. The juxaposition of thecrisp
limestone motif, with theinclusion of flemishbond brick panels, tends
to enhance yet soften, therigid, bold classical detailing. Al |l bays
are sharply defined by [imestone pilasters at thecorners and at the
transition breaks. A pair of |limestone Doric colums encompasst he
recessed |imestone entrance unit with itsdistinctive and gracefully
styled pediment. The new, alum num framed glass doors, installedi n
1972 toreplace theoriginal, heavy, dark bronze framed doors detract
from theoriginal intent of thedesign.

The multi-paned windows i nthethree bay, |imestone center entrance are
topped with blind, cut limestone panels with deep recesses to further
accentuate thegrand entrance and | obby approach. The single w ndows,
centered i neach corner brick bay, arevoid of stone surrounds or other
ornamentation and carry a flat, brick arch. Two fine, round marble
reliefs, seti na limstone surround, one each depicting Washington and
Franklin and scul ptured by Fortunato Tarquinio, are placed above each
front corner wi ndow, corresponding totheheight of thestone surrounded,
grouped wi ndows centered i neach of theside brick facades
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The well proportioned detailed |imestone Tuscan Entablature, which
allows theearly afternoon shadows t o scale down t he extended hei ght
of thestructure, i shighlighted by foliate, bas-relief over the
pilasters at thefront facade, and surrounds theoriginal building,
crowned by a stone capped brick parapet, with |imestone panels that
correspond tothelocation of the wall pilasters, further identifying
each bay, and placing further enphasis on thecenter entrance.

Havi ng been renovated and extended i n1969, thehigh |obby, pilastered
to reflect theentrance portico design, reflects the modifications,
evidenced by thealumnum and glass entrance vestibule which replaced
the original wood nuntined, glass screen. These modificationswere a
part of the work conpleted when therear addition tothefacility was
erected and nore than doubled thesize of thebuilding. The addition,
constructed with materials simlar totheoriginal building and capped
with a subdued |imestone cornice, does not detract from thethree
primary facades of thefront, original mass, but forns a sinmple, non-
conflicting backdrop, calling particular attention totheoriginal
desi gn.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Al though just fifty years old, theWakefield Post Office was constructed
during t hedarkest hours of theDepression. |t possesses integrity of
location, design, setting, materials and worknmanship, as well as
significant associationwith theefforts of theFederal Governnent to
relieve unenployment and stimulate theeconony through therapid
construction of governmental structures during theDepression era. This
building i slocally significant as tangible evidence tothecoiranunity of
the Governnent's activist role and a symbolic representationof its
strength and ideals. Additionally, i texemplifiesthehigh standardset
for Federal Buildings designed by local architects, and i sa fine exanple
of the work of Boston architect, Edward M Bridge, whose classic design
harmoni zes with t heneighboring cityscape. |t thus neets National

Regi ster criteria A and C

The Town of Wakefield, identified as South Reading until opting for town
status and being dedicated as a separate community on July 4th, 1868, was
naned for its nost promnent citizen, Cyrus Wakefield. The town was
primarily an agricultural comunity but with t headvent of theBoston and
Mai ne Railroad, which still runs totheimmediate west of t he business
district, local industry became established on t heeastern and southern
borders of t hecomrercial area.

The first Post Office i nthecoiranunity was establishedi n1812, withthe
appoi nted Postmaster John Rayner receiving the mails from t he Boston or
Charlestown stages. Postmaster Rayner opened thefirst office i na small
building on Main Street, near theold Brow Block, and was succeededi n
office by Mssrs. Burrage Yale, Eli Yale, Charles Stearns and Lilly Eaton,
all maintaining theoffice at thesame |ocation, i n1852, Samuel Ki ngman
was appointed Postmaster and built a block of stores and offices at the
corner of Main and Al bion Streets, |ater known as Bourdan's Bl ock, and
noved t heoffice tothat location. M. Kingman instituted the first
"free-delivery" when he took certain mail, tucked i tinto his high hat,
and distributed i ttothose citizens going tochurch on Sundays, During
the tenure of thefollowing nine postmasters, thepost office moved twice
nore; tothecorner of Main and Richardson Streets and t ot he Munici pal
Light Building. FEugene J. Sullivan was appointed Postmaster i n 1933,
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...under the Roosevelt Administration, succeeding Felix Pasqualino, who
had been appointed by President Hoover.

During the Depression, the blue collar community of Wakefield
experienced high unenmploynent. Each city and town in the nation was
attempting to obtainrelief fromthe Federal Governnent, with Federal
Building constructionbeing the nore common form of aid. Conmunities

wi thout Federal offices or courts could look only to the Post Office

as the only Federal representationin the conmunity for new construction.
Active negotiationstook place between Wakefield's citizenry and The
Treasury Department to establish a permanent Federal Post Office of
sufficient size and character to neet the needs of the citizens, to
demonstrate the activist role of the new administration and attenpt to
"punp-prime' the econony. Local promnent citizens working towards those
goals were Albert W Rockwood, Dr. Curtis L. Sopher, Harriss M Dol beare
and Postmaster Eugene J. Sullivan.

The site finally selected for the new Post Office was on Main Street,
the former location of the Yale-Stearns honestead, on the corner of
Yal e Avenue. Tw of the nmenbers of the Yale famly and one nenber of
the Stearns family, former owners of the property, had been postnmasters
in Wakefield. The property was situated between the Beebe Public
Library and the YYMCA, tw of the newer structures intown, on a
prom nent location. This site must be considered unusual as the
standard regulationsat that time required that the land selected be of
| ess value than comparative commercial property.

Construction began on March 2, 1936, the day after a heavy snowstorm

The Post Office was designed by local architect, Edward M Bridge, under
the auspices of Louis A Sinon, Supervising Architect for the Treasury.
Qe of the few new constructionprojects inthe area during the
Depression years of the 1930's, i twas hoped that the CGeneral Contractor,
A J. Long Construction G., would hire sufficient local |abor to ease
the unenpl oyment rate in the town. The final distribution of I|abor is
unknown but, since the entire project was conpleted in ten nonths, the
lasting effects were mniml.

The Wakefield Post Office was considered large i nconparison to simlar
structures constructed during this period i n conparable comunities.
Situated on the main thoroughfare between two neo-classic buildings of
a slightly earlier design era, itsinposing, strong Georgian styled
Classical form demonstrates the Federal Persence inits monumentality,
but the subtle interplay of vertical surfaces and shapes noderate the
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stern nature of itsediface. The building i saesthetically bolder and
stronger than it sneighbors, a fine statement of the intended power i n
the Federal theme, but carries a balancing effect that unifies the

nei ghbor hood.
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followng Post Office facilities:

119 HmSt., Wrcester Gounty, MIlbury, M

217 Gomerical St., Branstabl e Gounty, Provincetown, M
37 Taunton Geen, Bristol County, Taunton, M\

2 Abbott St., Mddlesex County, V@burn, M

58 Church St., Wrcester County, Witinsville, M

321 Min St., Mddl esex County, Vakefield, M

48 Wterford Rd., Mddl esex County, Wnchester, M

75 Park St., Bristol County, Attleboro, M

90 Center St., Pymouth County, M ddl eborough, M\

woNoThWNE

Sone of these nomnations were submtted previously andreturned i n
order that full quadrangle naps could be included. This has been
done inall cases.

Shoul d there be any questions concerni ng t hese nom nations, pl ease
do not hesitate tocall ne on 203-285 7181.

Sincerely,

Wliliam S
Real Estate Specialist, Principal
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cc:  John Sorenson
Real ty Acquisition Specialist, Principal
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