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1. Name of Propertv
historic name Southwick-Daniels Farm

other names/site number

2. Location

street & number 286 Mendon Street N/A not for publication
city or town Blackstone N/A  vicinity
state Massachusetts code MA county Worcester code 027  zip code 01504

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1986, as amended, | hereby certify that thisSO'nomination
« request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of
Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property
J"meets « does not meet the National Register Criteria. | recommend that this property be considered significant

¢ nationally « statewide “locally. (e See continuation sheet for additional comments.)

nnature of certifying officiaiATiie  Idittr B. McDonough, Executive Director
Massachusetts Historical Commission, State Historic Preservation Officer

state or Federal agency and bureau
In my opinion, the property « meets ¢ does not meet the National Register criteria. (¢ See continuation sheet for additional Comments.)
Signature of certifying official/Title Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

4. Natronal Park Service Certification
I, hereoy certify that this property is: e of the K] Date of Action
‘entered in the National Register A :
* See continuation sheet. |*atlonal
« determined eligible for the
National Register
* See continuation sheet.
« determined not eligible for the
National Register
« removed from the
National Register
« other (explain):



Southwick-Daniels Farm
Name of Property

5. Classification

Ownership of Property
(Check as many boxes as apply)

Category of Property
(Check only one box)

X private _ buiiding(s)

_ public-local X district

_ public-State __ site

_ public-Federal _ Structure
_ object

Name of related multiple property listing
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.)

N/A

6. Function or Use
Higoric Functions

(Enter categories from instructions)

DOMESTIC: single dwelling
AGRICULTURE: processing, agricultural fields

agricultural outbuilding

7. Description

Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from instructions)

MID 19TH CENTURY: Greek Revival

Narrative Description

Worcester County, MA
County and State

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.)

Contributing Noncontributing
4 buildings
1 sites
Structures
. objects
12 0 Total

Number of contributing resources previously listed
in the National Register

0

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

DOMESTIC: single dwelling
AGRICULTURE: agricultural fields

agricultural outbuilding

Materials
(Enter categories from instructions)

foundation granite, fieldstone

walls WOOD: clapboard. ASPHALT: shingles

roof ASPHALT

other

(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)



Southwick-Daniels Farm
Name of Property

8. Statement of Significance

Applicable National Register Criteria

(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property
for National Register listing.)

X A Property is associated with events that have
made a significant contribution to the broad patterns of
our history.

B Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

X C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics
of a type, period, or method of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses
high artistic values, or represents a significant and
distinguishable entity whose components lack
individual distinction.

D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield,
information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations

(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply.)

Property is:

_ A owned by religious institution or used for
religious purposes.

B removed from its original location.

C a birthplace or grave.

D a cemetery.

E a reconstructed building, object, or structure.

F a commemorative property.

_ G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance
within the past 50 years.

Narrative Statement of Significance

(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.

9. Major Bibliographical References

Worcester County. MA
County and State

Areas of Significance
(Enter categories from instructions)

AGRICULTURE
ARCHITECTURE
SOCIAL HISTORY

Period of Significance
ca. 1750-1945

Significant Dates
1793, 183

Significant Person
(Complete if Criterion B Is marked above)

N/A
Cultural Affiliation

N/A

Architect/Builder
N/A

(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.)

Previous documentation on file (NPS):

_ preliminary determination of individual listing (36
CFR 67) has been requested

_ previously listed in the National Register

_ previously determined eligible by the National
Register

_ designated a National Historic Landmark

_ recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey
#

_ recorded by Historic American Engineering
Record #

Primary location of additional data:

X State Historic Preservation Office
_ Other State agency
_ Federal agency
X Local government
_ University
__ Other
Name of repository:
Massachusetts Historical Commission
Blackstone Historical Commission



Southwick-Daniels Farm Worcester County. MA
Name of Property County and State

10. Geographical Data
Acreage of Property 112 acres

UTiIM References

(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet)

1. 19 288900 4659680 3.19 289900 4659540
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing
2. 19 288950 4659570 4. 19 289010 4659440
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing

X See continuation sheet
Verbal Boundary Description
(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.)

Boundary Justification
(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.)

11. Form Prepared Bv
Gretchen G. Schuler, Preservation Consultant for the Blackstone Historical Commission,
name/title with Betsy Friedberg. National Register Director, MHC

organization Massachusetts Historical Commission date July 1995
street & number 220 Morrissey Boulevard telephone 617-727-8470
city or town Boston state MA zip code 02125

Additional Documentation
Submit the following items with the completed form:

Continuation Sheets

iMaps
A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.
A sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.

Photographs

Representative black and white photographs of the property.
Additional items (Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items)

Property Owner
(Complete this item at the request of the SHPO or FPO.)
name Mrs. Doris King

street & number 286 Mendon Street telephone

city or town Blackstone state MA zip code 01504

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain
a benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C 470 et seq).

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response including the time for
reviewing instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or
any aspect of this form to the Chief, Administrative Services Division, National Park Service, P.O. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the
Office of Management and Budget, Paperwork Reductions Project (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503.
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7. DESCRIPTION

The Southwick-Daniels Farm, located in the uplands of Blackstone, near the Mendon border,
includes 112 acres of farmland on which there are the main farmhouse and severd rdated
farm buildings all congtructed by the Southwicks and Danids with the exception of the small
one-gory €ll of the main housa Thiswas the eghteenth century dwelling, purchased by Seth
Southwick from Nahor Stgplesin 1793. The farm has beaen imder the ownership of one
family and operated as a farm gnce the late eighteenth century. Situated in the town of
Blackstone near the Rhode Idand border, the farm has Hop Brook running north-south
through the property nearly paralld to and just within the eest ot line. Mendon Street, which
forms the western border, once was known as Daniels Road and led north to Mendon Center
and south only to Union Street.  Thus the road did not connect the Farm with Blackstone
Village. The Southwick-Danids Farm buildings and homesteed are Stuated on high ground
with a three-quarter panoramic vigta of the farmland to the north, est and south.

Blackgtone is an inland town in the southem mog part of Massachusetts in the Blackstone
Valley. It was pat of Mendon, the town to the north, until 1845 when it became
incorporated separatdy. To the west is Millville which wes part of Blackstone until 1917.
Bellingham borders Blackstone on the eest and Woonsocket and North Smithfield, Rhode
Idand are south of Blackstone.

The Southwick-Daniels Farm complex with the main farmhouse, related outbuildings, and
rural landscgpe of the farm lands is representative of the rural agricultural development and
the best remaining example of an intact farm in Blackstone. The property retains
architectural, historical and contextura integrity. The complex is reflective of the period of
development beginning inca 1750 when a modest dwelling, now the ell of the main house,
was congtructed and continuingto 1945 during which time the buildings and surrounding
landscgpe were in continuous use as aworking farm and under the ownership of the
Southwicks and Danids, rdated by the marriage of Sath Southwick’s daughter. Alpha, to
Absdom Danids, from 1793 to the present.

The 112 acresthat congtitute the eighteenth and nineteenth century farm remain intact and
have been owned by the same family dnce 1793. There is a mariage connection between the
pre-1793 owners, Nahor Stgples and Southwick who married Stgples daughter.  However, the
Stgples and Danids were not rdated exoegpt by marriage due to the death of Lucinda Stgples
and a second marriage of Southwick which produced the heirs who maintained the farm.

(continued)
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The Southwick-Danids Farm (Photogragph # 1) congsts of four buildings, five structures, and
two objects, st inthe rural landscgpe of which all contribute to the integrity and significance
of the Farm. The farm buildings, including the house and outbuildings, ae dustered a the
highest point of land next to Mendon Sireet, looking out over more than one hundred acres of
farmland with its sysem of sonewdls marking boundaries and separating agricultural fields.
Remnants of the former orchards o exist dose to the house

The main house conggts of the ca 1750 dde ell and the ca 1830 main block. Other
buildings include the ca. 1850 barn, the ca 1870 cider mill, and the ca 1830 henhouse
Structures are the ca 1830 corncrib, two ca 1900 wellhouses, the ca 1870 cistern, and the ca
1900 sysgem of stonewadls. The two objects are the collection of granite gate pods and the
gone drinking trough which was carved inthe 1880s by Danid Smmons, important and well
knovm loca mason and engineer.  While each part of the complex is in excdlent condition
and retains individua integrity the farm as a whole conveys arura landscagpe which is
becoming a rare sght in this once rich farmland area of the Blackstone Valley.

The vigas and intact done walls (Map # 9) demarcating agricultura fields, and the path
leading from the barn to the fields, the wood da fence dong Mendon Stredt, the tall granite
pogs (Map # 10) marking the entrance a the front of the house on the south sde, the
entrance to the barn yard, and former gatesto fields, contribute to the undersanding of the
devedopment of this excellent farm which retains its charecter and features. Two clusters of
gpple and peach trees remain to remind one of the former orchards which helped to sustain
the farm in the late nineteenth and first half of the twentieth centuries. The condition of the
fields today, which continue to yield over 4000 baes a hay per year, conveys the rich lands
which were the maingay of the Southwick-Danidls farm in the nineteenth century.

The land dopes in a southeagterly  direction down to Hop Brook which is dose to and within
the eedtern property boundary. The visua edge of the Farm is reforestation on the eestern
and southern gdes and the stonewadll and wood fence dong Mendon Street on the western and
northern ddes

The Southwick-Danidls House (Photograph #s 1,2, 3, axd 4, Mg # 1) isawell presarved
example of afive-bay,two and one-hdf story, Gresk Reviva dwelling with a one-story dde
ell which isthe oldest part of the building. The main block was built inca 1830 and was
atached to the ca 1750 Southwick House. The main block faces south and displays a center
hall plan which is two rooms degp built around two interior chimneys. The eighteenth
century dde ell congds of a four-bay one and one-haf gtory block and a samdl one-gory one
bay additionon the eest end. This smdl portion is on afiel dstonefoundation on the north

(continued)
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and eedt 9des and granite block on the south 9de. The rest of the main house and ell has a
granite block foundation.

The house is shesthed inwood dagpboards and hes an agphdt shingleroof  Windows of the
main block have six-over-sx sseh st inplain frameswhich are dightly st out from the
dapboards and which have narrow projecting lintels. The earlier 9de ell hes four sSx-over-ax
first-story sseh st inplain frameson the south 9de and four smal three-over-three half
sscond-gory windows on the north sde. The two interior chimneys of the main block extend
from the ridge and have dightly corbelledtops A tal chimney pierces the south roof dope
of the ell about one-third of the way down from the ridge.

The south dde (Photographs # 2 & 3), once the main facade, is characterized by the
traditional five-bay arrangement with center entrance, which is no longer used, and the five-
bay dde €ell on the same plane. The main entrance was updated in the late 1800s articulated
by the Italianate door and doorhood indicating use a a man entrance into the twentieth
century. The door has two roundheeded dlass lights and is shidded with a bold doorhood
with raking cornice and open brace-like brackets The only other ornamentation on the main
block are the corner pogts, which have plain recessed pands, which support a wide entablature
and boxed cornice with narrow returns in the gable ends  The spacing of the windows and
sngle entrance door on the south sde of the ell isirregular dthough there is conagency of
dyle with the six-over-six saeh, louvered shutters, and the pandled entrance door with

two rectangular lights, all of which were updated a the sametime as those of the main housa

The rear or north devation (Photograph # 4) of the main block hes three first- and three
sscond-gory windows with awide blank wall of uninterrupted dapboards on the northwest
end of this facade. Twowindows a the center of the facade are separated by two blinds or
shutters and the third window is located near the northeast corner of this block. The sde ell,
which is st back from the man block on the north sde by only a couple of inches, hastwo
large plank doors under the four smdl garret or half-story windows.

The gable end (Photograph # 2) which faces Mendon Street has two first- and second -story
windows and one inthe gable pesk. The raking boxed cornice and returns carried by the
corner posts with projecting capitas enframethe gable end. From the eest gable end of the
main block extends the sde ell 2 that there is only one six-over-sx window in the gable

pesk.

(continued)
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The interior plan is of note due to a couple of inconggtencies with common plans of the time.
The main block has a center hall with gairs to the sscond story and flanking parlors. Behind
the west parlor is a square room and behind the eedt parlor and hall is alonger rectangular
room and a smal pantry, the latter of which is entered from the northwest corner of the
dining room inthe ell. The pantry haes shdves and cupboards with only a beaded edgeon
cupboard doors and smple wood latches. Second-gory planis smilar. The oddity isthe lack
of goace for chimneys. Smdl narrow mantels of marble are gpplied to a narrow inset
projecting into each of the two parlors, however, these do not account for the traditional goece
of afull gack as indicated on the roof Furthermore, the traditional arangement of atwin
chimney house is a canter front to back hall which is not the cage in this main block.
Possbly there once wes a center dack with a chimney a the back of the hall and opening

into each of the two parlors through the narrow insets ssen today .

Most woodwork and doors are of a later period such as the molded recessad paneled doors of
two long pands over two shorter pands. Also the heavy turning of the newd post and
baudrades of the arcase gopear to be of a late nineteenth century design. The attic goeceis
open and displays roof consgtruction of a common rafter with truss ties. Raftersare st in
pairs with large goaces between each pair into which have been st newer refters.

Architectura detail within the house points to a later date than ca 1830, however, the 1835
will of Seth Southwick subgtantiates congtruction preceding his degth due to the description of
Alpha Southwick's share,

The dde €ll interior includes the kitchen, dining room, buttery, larder, and enclosed entrance
shed. The north entrance doors of the sde ell lead into what was an outsde shed which has
been incorporated into the roof of the sde ell. The sogp done sink, two large copper st
kettles, and no cellar show that this area was sgparate from the original house interior. More
reveding are the granite foundation and the wood clgpbo£irds on the now interior wall which
has the door leading to the kitchen. Clearly this was the outdde wall of the house once with
alarge exterior atached shed. The shed is divided into two sections, that on the left with two
st kettles, chimney which is ssen on the outsde, and S0gp done sink, and that on the right
which was awood shed. | nthe nineteenth century the sat kettles were used to prepare the
mech for the hogs and cows. The other section, separated by remova boards which are now
wa g high was the wood shed. The other large door in the north eevation leedsto this part
of the endosad dhed of the ell.  Two of the north elevation half-story windowshbring light
into the left part of the dhed and the other two are in the buttery which is over the wood shed.

(continued)
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A large dining room is located between the main block and the kitchen, both within theell.
On the north wall of the dining room are two doors, one leading to the cdlar goproached by
wide granite geps. The other door leedsto a buttery which hes severd dgpsto a landing on
which ae long shelves pardld to the north wall of the ell in which there are the small garret
like windows ssen on the north sde, over the woodshed door accounting for the lower ceiling
in the wood shed section of this interior shed. Through the same door which leeds to the
deps and raised buttery is the pantry mentioned above which is behind the eedt parlor of the
main block. Also a smdl room projects from the southeest corner of the kitchen
corresponding to the additional one bay ell which is only half as degp as the kitchen, bet
s=n on the south five-bay 9de. The half-story over the Sde €l is a garret Joece

Outbuildings

The outbuildings all are in excdlent condition, have smilar architectura features and have
been continuoudy maintained over the years Ther arangament and clustering arereflective
of the early dateswith buildings and dructures dose to the farmhouse.  Also the economy of
clustering all the buildings together left more land for agricultural fields. Each building and
dructure displays large cut granite block foundations and wood capboard siding painted red.
The continuous use and the fastidious care of these buildings mekes it difficult to pinpoint the
congtruction dates as they have been maintained and updated in smilar fashions with wide
corniced roofs and no returns, clgoboard sding, and functioning windows. Further research
of family papers may reved construction dates.

At the back door of the dde ell, which was the house until ca 1830 and which hes dways
housad the kitchen and wood shed, are the wellhouse and the corncrib. Behind the corncrib is
the henhouse and next to these dructures, on the north Sde, is the large bam from which
extends a amdler barn-like structure which may be built on a foundation of an earlier barn.
The cider mill is not visible from the house &s it is north of the large barn.

Sath Southwick's will of 1835 mentions the corn house, a hoghouse, and awoodhouse. The
foundations under the existing buildings and the interior congtruction show that some of these
outbuildings may have been built prior to 1850. A logica time for some of the construction
probably was 1830 just after Rachd Southwick's marriage to Absdom Danidls.

The cornhouse and the henhouse probably are the oldest extant outbuilding from ca 1830.
Next oldest is the large gable front ca 1850 barn with center cupola and ca 1900 rear
addition. The cider mill is known to have been built by Hiram Danids who died in 1875,
thus its construction date is ca 1870. The foundation of the smdl barn atached to the large

(continued)
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one a the northwest corner indicates that this building may have been reconstructed on the
gte of an earlier outbuilding such as the early 1800s hoghouse. The same gpplies to the hen
house located behind the cornhouse. The well Sructure is ca 1900, built over an early well,
located not far from the north door of the gde ell.

The barn (Photograph # 5, Magp # 2)is congtructed on doping land forming an under level of
the barn which rests on atallfiel dstonefoundation with open bays forming sorage goece
under the large dructure. Tall granite posts, located under the barn ingde the dorage bay,
form part of the support sysem for the large structure. Centered in the gable end is alarge
diding barn door topped with full-length transom lights. A smadler door is located near the
northwest corner pod. | nthe gable pesk are two sx-over-sx windows. The corner podts ae
narrow and carry a narrow plain frieze with araking cornice and no returns. The same
architectural detail, fenestration and doors are found in the eest gable end which with the rear
addition formsa smdl barnyard which inturn leeds to the grazing and agricultura fields. The
long ddes of the barn have smdl cow stanchion windows, three on the south 9de and five on
the north Sde. The barn is topped with a hipped roof cupola which hes louvered blind pands
on the four Sdes The cupolais topped by atall spire-likefinial.

The two dls of the barn regpresent ca 1870s and ca 1900 condruction. The smdl barn like
dructure atached to the main barn a the northwest corner rests on a granite block foundation
and has wood clgpboard sding on the south and west facades. The north and eest Sdes have
been covered with asphdt shingles. On the main or south sde which facesthe house ae two
s of cariage shaed doors and one smdler door, eech st inaplan fiat frame. The rear
addition to the barn rests on atallfiel dstonefoundation. The one-story sructure hes large
windows for additional light and the roof overhang displays exposed rafters pointing to the ca
1900 date

The cider mill (Photograph #6, Map # 3), congtructed by Hiram Danids before his degth in
1875, is smilar to the small bam dructure atached to the main bam. |t ress on a granite
block foundation, has wood dagpboard sding, and aroof smilar to that of the barn with
raking boxed cornice and no returns. The corner posts and friezedso are of amilar
dimensons to those of the barn. The west gable end is two bays degp with two first-story,
two second-gory and one gable peek windows, all with plain trim surrounds and Six-over-six
sah. Windowsin the eest gable end have sx-over-one sseh and the same fenedtration pattem
as the west gable end with the exception of one first sory window. There are three sx-over-
sx windowson the long north 9de which overlooksthe fields. On the long south sde are
three doors and one six-over-six window, the latter of which is positioned in the center of the
facade. The large barn-like double door near the southwest corner of the building opens out

(continued)
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into the barn yard. Next to this is an entrance door and a second bam-like double door is & a
dightly lower levd inthe southeest corner of the building.

Within the building are two cider presseswhich are two gories high and which have all
working parts. The presses ae condructed of hand hewn beams The older pressis mede of
exceptiondly large twenty-inch by eighteen-inch beemsin eight foot lengths with scarfed
joints. Overszed carved wood threeds are mede for large wooden screvs. There are two
rooms in the west gable end walled off from the cider presses and in which there is a wood
dove accounting for the chimney piercing the roof ridge a the pesk of the west gable end of
the building. Also an integral part of the cider mill isthe enormous cistern (Map #11) which
Is located just outsde adjacent to the west gable end and marked by the large octagond wood
cover.

The corn house (Map # 4) is rased above the ground for air circulation. Tall granite pods
topped with square granite blocks support the gable roof sructure which hes clgpboard siding
on the north and west and vertical da sding on the south and eest Sdes The hen house
(Map # 5) which is located behind the cornhouse gppears to have been condructed a a smilar
time and regts on a granite block foundation and hes wood dapboard sding. The south dde
hes two large twelve-over-twel vewindows and a door. One smilar window is in the eedt
gable end. The interior is whitewashed. The building hes been modified over the years as is
s in thewindows.

There are two welhouses (Mgp #s 6 & 7), one just outsde the kitchen door and one located
near the road in line with the barn's northwest ell. Each hes a welhouse built over the well,
both of which have been rebuilt with hipped roofsin later yeers The one object of note is
the gone carved watering trough (Map # 8) located south of the barn near the main well.

Archaeologica Description

There are no prehistoric gtes currently recorded on the Southwick-Danies Farm property or
in the generd area (within one mile), however, Stes may be present prehistoric Stes have
been documented in the region dong the periphery of mgor riverine locas and in surrounding
uplands, particularly dong tributary sdreams.  Stes have been recorded dong the Blackstone
River and one of its tributaries, the Mill River as well as & major ponds such as Nipmuck
Pond north of the farm. Phydcd characterigtics of the nominated property include severd
aess whos levd to moderatdly doping well drained terraces border Hop Brook indicating
locationa criteriawhich are favorable for prehistoric dtes. Given the aove information, the
dze of the farm (112 acres) and the extent of undeveloped property, a high potential exigsfor

(continued)
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the recovery of significant prehistoric resources.

There is dso a high potentia for significant historic period resources on the property. Initial
sttlement of the Southwick-Daniels Farm occurred in 1685 when Abraham Stgples moved
with his wife to the farm. Archaeologica survey and testing may be ddle to locate structura
remains and occupationd related features assodaed with the early settlement whose location
Is currently unknown. These resources may be present inthe generd vicinity of the existing
farm building. The main block of the present farmhouse was built in ca 1830 incorporating
the existing ca 1750 famhouse as a d9de ell. Structurd remains from numerous outbuildings
and occupationd related features (trash pits, privies, wells) should exist beginning with the ca
1750 farmhouse and after the 1830 congtruction. No information exigs pertaining to
outbuildings and occupationd related features from the 1750-1830 period athough they
undoubtedly exiged for a working farming. Beginning in ca 1830 severd outbuildings are
identified for the property includinga com crib (ca 1830), hen house (ca. 1830), barn (ca
1850), cider mill (ca 1870), cisern (ca 1870), ad two well house (ca 1900). In 1835 Sah
Southwick's will mention a corn house, hog house, and wood house. The latter two
outbuildings were ether later dismantled or incorporated into latter Sructures. Evidence
exigs that the small barn atached to the larger a the northwest corner and the hen house
located behind the corn crib were recongructed on the Stes of earlier outbuildings such as the
ealy 1800's hog housa At leest one of the well housss located near the north door of the
dde €l is reported to overly an early well of unknown date.

(end)

8. STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Southwick-Daniels Farm retains its rural agricultura setting and is reflectiveof a farm
which hes evolved over two centuries leaving an intact farmstead. The property is the best
extant example of awdl-presarved farm complex in Blackstone and one of the best in the
Blackgone Valley with itsca 1750/ca 1830 farmhouse, severd period outbuildings, and
surrounding farm landscgpe. The complex retains architectural and historical integrity and is
significant for a period beginning in ca 1750 when the first smdl house, now the ell,is
esimated to have been built, to 1945 throughout which time the farm hes been in continuous
ux The property retans integrity of location, setting, desgn, materids, workmanship,
asociation, and feeling. The Southwick-Danids Farm medts Criteria A and C of the National
Regiger of Historic Flaces and is significant a the locd levd.

(continued)
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Originally part of the 1667 Mendon grant to Mosss Payne, Peter Brackett and others of
Braintree, Blackstone was known &s the South Parish or South Precinct of Mendon from 1766
when a second meeting house was edtablished a Chestnut Hill (now Millville). The South
Parish was part of Mendon politically until Blackstone's sgparate incorporation in 1845. And
in 1917 Millville sgparated from Blackstone leaving the town with its present ten and one-half
uare miles more or less.

From the early to mid 1700s centers with their own character evolved in Mendon's South
Parish a Chestnut Hill (now Millville), & Eagt Blackstone dong the Mendon Road (now Elm
Street) and a Blackgtone Village on the Blackstone River. Trangportation routes followed
water courses and were cause for the location of the early settlement dong Elm Stregt, the
link between Providence and Worcester, and dong Main Streat in Blackstone Village parallée
to the Blackstone River. In 1791 Mendon was divided into school districtswith seven inthe
South Parish.  1n the same decade the Quiakers established a meeting house a Eat Blackstone
reinforcing the framework for this sdf sufficient village center.

The fine ssndy loam of the upland hills and the water coursss throughout Blackstone account
for the successful agricultura economy of the early eighteenth century. These led to the ned
for forges and grist mills, hence the beginning of the industrial development which was
primary to the evolution of Blackstone. InNorth and Eagt Blackstone there were early
eighteenth century farmswith rich soils for pesure land and by the end of the 1700s there
were gpproximatdy 80 subgantid farmslisted in Mendon's South Parish of which five hed
saw, grigt, or fulling mills.

From 1809 early cotton mills gorang up infour locations on Eadt Blackstone's Mill River and
Quick Stream and in severd locations in Blackstone Village. Those in Blackstone Village
grew a afadter rate in part due to the water source and amount of power generated andin
part due to the trangportation routes of the nineteenth century including the Blackstone Cand
of 1828 to 1848 and the railroads from 1847.

While the villages evolved into industrial centers, the upland farms of Mendon's South Parish,
which became Blackstone in 1845, carried on the agricultura tradition of the community.
The Southwick-Daniels Farm has arich history beginning in 1685 when Abraham Stgples
moved to this farm in the southern part of Mendon. Stgples had been among the first settlers
in Mendonin 1667 and hed fled in 1675 during the King Philip War. He returned to his
farm in Mendon in 1678, rebuih the family home, and in 1685 moved with his wife to the
larger farm (now known as the Southwick-Danidls Farm) in the southern part of town leaving
the origina farm to the care of some of his .ons  Both farmsremained in the family

(continued)
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throughout the eighteenth century.

In 1793 Nahor Stgples, a fourth generation direct descendant of Abraham Steples sold the
southem mog farmto Seth Southwick (1768-1835). Stgples had just purchased hishalf-
brother's, Abraham Stgples 1V, farm which wes the family's original land in the northern part
of Mendon. In 1734 Sgth Southwick married Nahor and Prudence Staple's daughter, Lucinda
Thus Staples descendants remained connected with this farm into the nineteenth century.
Lucinda met an untimely degth in 1798 after the birth of two daughters, Ruth (1794-1812)
and Elvira (b. 1796) and a son, Sath (b. 1798). In 1801 Sgth Southwick married Alpha
Waldon of Bdlingham and together they had sx children of which only three daughters lived
to adulthood.

The farmthat Southwick purchasad is described inthe 1798 Federd Tax Canaus as a farm
with one barn, one cornhouse, and a one-gory dwellinghouse with seven windows. The
house, no doubt, was today's dde ell. Within the presant structure is what gopearsto have
been an outsde atached shed on the north facade, thus, the late eghteenth house included
today's kitchen, pantry, and dining room with garret goece above and the shed across the
north facade with snk, st kettles and woodshed, and interior buttery over the woodshed part
of this now interior shed.

In 1829 Seth and Alpha Southwick's daughter, Rachd, married Absdom Danidls of
Bellingham. Records indicate that the farm was teken over by Rachd and Absaom because
in 1835 when Sath Southwick died, hiswill left one-third of the farmto his wife Alphaand
two-thirds to his hers, which included five children (and the respective husbands of
Southwick's daughters), all of whom sold their sharesto Rachd (thelr 9ster or half-sister) and
Absdom Danids inthe sameyear. The Southwick probate talks of a homesteed farm and
146 acres with buildings, five cows and one bull, one horse, three pigs, seven tons of hay,
draw, com, rye, white beans and other crops.  Thus, the nature of the use of the farm by
Southwick isknown.

The one-third shere left to Alpha, widow of Sath Southwick, indicates that the house had been
enlarged beyond what is now the dde €ll prior to Southwick's desth. The probate record
specifically identifieshow the property was to be divided and indicates that Alpha, whose
dower included one-third of everything, would live a the farmwith Rachd and Absalom
Danidls. Alpha's share included "one-haf of the front entryway below and above with two
rooms below and two in the chambers adjoining the westerly end of said house and the garret
above and the cdllar beow with aprivilege & all times to passto and from the cdlar,
chamber and garret and ds0 privilegeto passto and from the oven to bake, reserving to the

(continued)
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heirs a privilege in common with said Alphato pessa all time to and from the garret and
chamber.” Alpha dso recaived the old peer tree, one-third of each of the woodhouse, the hog
house, and the cornhouse, privilegesto pessto and from these dructures and use of the well.
(Probate Court, Worcester County).

In 1839 Alpha Southwick conveyed her dower to her son-in-law, Absdom Daniels. 1n 1850
the farm passad to Hiram Danids (1831-1875), son of Absdlom and Rachel Danidswho
married Elizabeth Thayer in 1866. Daniels wife wes the daughter of Cdeb and Hannah
Thayer thus descending from first settlers of Mendon. Hiram Daniels changed the focus of
the farm from crops to raising cows. He built the large mid-nineteenth century barn, probably
atached to a amdler earlier barn, which gopearsto have been rebuilt by Danids when he
condructed the cider mill. Also Hiram Danids built the cider mill for the smdl gople orchard
which he had on the property and which would become a maingay of the farming for a
period of time inthe early 1900s Inthe 1860s Hiram Danids had Danidl Smmons do some
of the granite work a the farm including chisaling the water trough. Simmons was well
known in Blackstone for congtruction of the Saranec Dam in 1856 and Roaring Dam (dso
cdled Rolling Dam) in 1886. He ds0 dug many loca wells and probably was responsble for
the second well a the Farm and possibly built the cigern inthe late 1860s

Until 1872 when Hiram Danids petitioned to have the road in front of his farm constructed
south tojoin Mendon Street which stopped a Lincoln Street, accessto the farm was the
Mendon Road north to Mendon Center or south only to Union Strest which diverged to the
west and led to the Chestnut Hill Medtinghouse and Millville. Thus the Southwicks and
Danids had little daily contact with Blacksone Village and Eagt Blackstone Village. Most of
those who lived here are buried a Chesnut Hill Medtinghouse.,

Hiram Danids diedjust ayear after his son's, Hiram Thayer Daniels, birth, leaving his widow
with two young children to manege the farm. Mrs. Daniels maintained some cows and the
gpple orchard which was greatly expanded by her son and heir, Hiram T. Danids (1874-
1949). Ord tradition datesthat Mrs. Daniels firmly directed farm activities and atended to
detals hersdlf such as measuring the wood.

During Hiram T. Danids proprietorship of the farm from the late 1800s the rear section of
the barn was congructed for his heifers, the cider mill was improved with a second press for
the thriving gpple orchard cultivated by Hiram T. and to accommodate other local farmers
even those from Woonsocket, Rhode 1dand who brought goples for vinegar and cider
production. Hiram T. Daniel's dso was repongble for building the sdone wallsusing oxen
and dynamite to dig up all the rocks to make fertilefields.

(continued)
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Hiram T. Danidls married Carrie Mabd Stearnsin 1896 and had sx children. Their son,
Adin Thayer Danids, better known as "Charli€', maintained aworking farmin perfect
condition until his death in 1993. Inthe mid 1900s Charlie Daniels rased peaches and hayed
the fertile fields. He dso worked the cider mill with two presses powered by a deem engine
and alarge outgde cigtern until 1950. Vinegar and cider were processed and sold a thefarm
vmtil the mid-twentieth century. Some years ago the deam engine, which powered the cider
presses, was sold to the Hopedde Mill, yet the cider mill retains its works representing an
important building type and function.

Today the farm remains in the Danids family. The fields continue to yield a fine harvest
which reached 4000 baes of hay in 1994. Presarvation efforts are discussed and the owner's
dedire isto retain aworking farm which is known to require commitment and continual hard
work. Only minor subdivision hes occurred separating the land on the west 9de of Mendon
Street from the 112 acres on the eest 9de.  Eleven of those acres on the west Sde were sold
to AT&T in 1966 for the congtruction of the transmitting towers which are northwest of the
farm setting and provide the only surrounding intrusion to the Southwick-Daniels Farm.

The Southwick-Daniels Farm hes a long history of continuous use while retaining and
displaying one of the bett presarved examples of a nineteenth century farmstead with related
period outbuildings. The history of the use and presarved setting are reesons that the
unspoiled landscape of the Farm is avital ingredient to the significance of the property. Use
and ownership by one family from 1793 to the present day acocounts for the reliable history
which preserves much of the tradition of the Farm and is a source for an understanding of
when and how many of the outbuildings and sone walls were condructed es well &
information about growing crops, rasing animas, and establishing orchards.

Archaeologica Significance

Since patterns of prehistoric occupation in Blackstone are poorly understood, any surviving
gtes could be significant. Prehigtoric dtesin this area can contribute to a greater
undergtanding of Native American settlement and subsstence within the Blackstone River
drainage, particularly in atrangitional zone between the coagtd lowlands and Worcester
Faeau uplands. Potential dtes on the Southwick-Daniels Farm may contain vauable
information on the importance of upland Stes dong tributary dreams within that drainage
sysem. Native American settlement in this area may focus on larger Stes dong the
Blackstone River, possbly a the confluence of tributary sreemsor & fall lines. These dtes
in turn may be related to larger Stes and/or core aress dong lower portions of the Blackstone
River towards Naragansett Bay to the south or towards the lower reaches of the Charles and

(continued)
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Neponst Rivers. Prehigoric dtesin this aeamay d0 represent a gpecidized adagptation to
specific resources and environmenta characterigtics in the genard area

Historic archaeologica remains described aoove have the potentia to document the pre-1830
land use on the farm for which few examples survive. The identification of structurd remains
and occupationd related features for the 1685-1750 period would represent the only evidence
for this time as no survivas of any type survive. The 1750-1830 period is nearly equdly
under represented with the ell and possble outbuilding foundations as one only survivas.
The identification of structura remains from this early period can provide detals of the
farm's early lay out and a better underdanding of what portions of the earlier farm were
incorporated into the 1830 farmstead we see today. Detailed andyds of occupationd rdated
features can provide details relating to how the farm's inhabitants level and the nature and
extent of agricultura production. The documentation of pre-1750 settlement might result in
the nominations period of significance being pushed back to the ca 1685 settlement. The
identification of structurd remans relaed to the post 1830 farm phase can d<0 hep to
document the layout for that period, however, mogt structures from that period gopear to have
survived. Occupationd related features probably represent the most common archaeol ogica
resources surviving from that period. Detalled andyds of these resources can supplement the
most documented period of the farm's landuse during the 19th and 20th centuries. This
andyds can provide an in depth look a life on the farm as well as the extent to which rurd
farming was incorporated into regiona farming markets and practices during the period.
Evidence may a0 be present indicating the extent to which life or farming practices were
influenced by construction of the Blackstone Cand condructed dong the Blackstone River
ealy inthe 19th century.

(end)
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Southwick-Danids Farm
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tf Ne, 101*0011

The Southwick-Daniels Farm follows the boundaries of the assessor's parcd Plat 28, Lot 10
of 112.66 acres, all of which borders on Mendon Street on the west 9de of the parcel. This
large intact parce indudes the farmstead, related outbuildings and surrounding agricultural
fields with Hop Brook within the Farm parcd and nearly parald to the eestern most property

boundary.
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Boundary Justification

The Southwick-Daniels Farm parcd mogt closaly represents the early farm land owned by
Sgples in the eghteenth century, Southwick in the early nineteenth century and Daniels from
1836 to the present day. Only smdl portions have been divided and no longer are part of the
original farm parce.

(end)
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PHOTOGRAPHS

1. Southwick Daniels Farm looking north across agriculturd fieldswith farmhouse in
background and some outbuildings beyond.

2. Southwick-Daniels Farmhouse looking eesf northeast showing main facade and west gable
end.

3. Southwick-Danids Farmhouse |ooking north, northwest showing main or south facade of
dde ell and main block.

4. Southwick-Daniels Farmhouse looking south, showing north facade of main block and sde
ell.

5. Southwick-Daniels Farm Barn looking eedt, northeast, showing west and south facades of
main barn and edge of ca 1900 rear addition and small barn-like Sructure atached a
northwest corner of large ca 1850 barn.

6. Southwick-Daniels Farm Cider Mill looking north, northeest showing west and south
facades of cider mill.

(end)



SOUTHWICK-DANIELS FARM
BLACKSTONE (WORCESTER COUNTY)

MASSACHUSETTS

Map # Resource Date Resource NR Status
1 Main House ca 1750/ca 1830 B C
2 Bam cal850/ca. 1900 B C
3 Cider Mill ca 1870 B C
4 Corn House ca 1830 S C
5 Hen House ca 1830/cal900 B C
6 Wellhouse ca 1900 S C
7 Wellhouse ca 1900 S C
8 Watering Trough ca 186 Ob C
9 Stone Walls ca 1900 S C
10 Granite Gatepods ca 1850s Ob C
n Cigern ca 1870 S C
12 Agricultural fields N/A S C
TOTAL RESOURCES 12 Contributing 0 Noncontributing

4 Contributing Buildings
5 Contributing Structures
2 Contributing Objects

1 Contributing Ste
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National Regigter of Historic Flaces
Depatment of the Interior INTERAGENCY RESOURCES DIVISION
Nationa Pak Sarvice NATIOr4AL PARK SERVICE
P.O. Box 37127

Washington, DC 20013-7127

Dear Ms. Shull:
Enclosed please find the following nomination form:

Southwick-Daniels Farm, 286 Mendon Strest, Blackstone (Worcester County), Massachusetts,
01504.

The nomination hes been voted eligible by the Siate Review Board and hes been sgned by
the State Historic Preservation Officer. Owners were notified of pending Stiate Review Board
condderation 30-75 days before the meeting and were afforded the opportunity to comment.

Sincerdy,

Betsy Friedberg
National Regigter Director
Massachusetts Historical Commission

enclosure

CC: Thomeas Bik, Chairman, Blackstone Historical Commisson
Robert DuBois, Chairman, Blackstone Board of Sdectmen
Gretchen Schuler, Presarvation Consultant
James Pepper, BRVNHCC
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