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Statement of Significance: (Reference names, dates, events, areas of significance /study
unit themea£ 28 _ 192g (period of significance: 1928 - 1935)

Date of Construction: 
Architect /Builder: 
Historical Significance:

Norton J. Nlcholson, Architect - Walesby Construction Company, Contractor
Fire Station No. 15 is significant for its association with the development of Tacoma's port/industrial 

area and the growth of the city's vital municipal services. The building is also an important local example of the innovations 
in fire station design that followed the motorization of firefighting equipment. Station No. 15 was erected in a newly annexed 
tideflat section of the city, and it shared the fireboat's responsibilities for answering calls along the waterfront. Its 
jurisdiction also included the industrial zones further removed from the water and a residential district in northeast Tacoma. 
The introduction of motorized equipment allowed stations to be reduced in height to one stery, as firemen no longer required 
separation from the station's horses. Consequently, fire stations developed an even greater domestic appearance. Zurier des­ 
cribes these buildings as "bungalow" stations. Station No. 15 utilized an enlarged version of the floor plan of Nos. 10 and 14, 
yet stylistically it is articulated quite differently. The station's Hispanic design reflects popular Period Revival tendencies 
of the 1920' s, which were shared by fire stations across the country. It is the only fire station in the city to display such 
Hispanic-inspired details. Like the Fireboat Station, its picturesque quality is very different from the utilitarian industrial 
character of the surrounding area. The growth of the city and the general economic prosperity which preceded the Depression

Additional Descripton of Physical Appearance A Significant Architectural Features: (cont'd) 
(Architectural significance; can include interior & site features; address integrity
issue* specifically) Fire Station No. 15 is located in a port/industrial area characterized by warehouses, factories and undeveloped 

land. The simple Spanish-inspired detailing of the building is typical of Period Revival structures of this era. The station 
was constructed of hollow tile, with a finish coat of rough textured stucco. Projecting from the northwest facade is the two 
bay apparatus room, which is covered by a gable roof perpendicular to the primary roofline. The main pedestrian entrance to the 
building is through a small porch recessed behind the arcade on the west corner of the building. The corner pier of this arcade 
has a small buttress. The dormitory wing is located at the rear of the main gabled section. It has a flat roof behind a tiled 
parapet wall. The hose tower is also on the rear of the station and is articulated with arched louvered vents, a pyramidal roof, 
and exposed beams in imitation of Hispanic vigas. Windows are 1/1 and 3/1 double-hung wood sash. A band of five 1/1 windows 
illuminates the station's dayroom. The interior is in an excellent state of preservation. Original features include: a tiled 
bathroom with marble stall partitions, plywood lockers in the dormitories, and a dining nook with Craftsman style furniture. The

(cont'd)
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Significance (cont'd)

prompted voters to approve a bond issue in 1928 that included funds for four new stations, the fire alarm station
and the fireboat. Fire Station No. 15 exemplifies the growth of the city and its services, and it continues to reflect
the important legacy of the Tacoma Fire Department.

Description (cont'd)

most notable alterations include: the remodeling of kitchen cabinetry and the replacement of the original segmentally- 
arched wooden apparatus doors with flat-arch metal and glass roll-up doors.

Bib. References (cont'd)

Talbot, Clyde and Decker, Ralph, 100 Years of Firefighting in the City of Destiny, Tacoma: Pyro Press, 1981. 
Zurier, Rebecca, The American Firehouse, An Architectural and Social History, New York: Abbeville Press, 1982. 
Original 1928'Jblueprints (available at the City of Tacoma's Building Division)


