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Historic Narme VInton-Torrey House

Use: Present vacant
Original residential

DESCRIPTION

Date 1841

Source local history

Style Greek Revival

Architect UObVOKKI

Exterior Wdl Fabric brick
Outbuildings SI*gcCs (C )

Mgor Alterations {with dates) two story

encl osed porch added to west side;

Moved

porchi i

o covered with synthetic siding
Condi tion God

\%

Cate

Acreage CMALtdX™M of k-7S

Setting fronts directly onto rural

surrounded bv fields,

across the road

Recor ded by

road,

anot her farmhouse

ed.

Whodford, S Ceccacci

b. L6t cac(

Organization Southbridge Historical Commis

Date

May 1986

bxun



NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERA SIATRVENT (i f applicable) \

The Vinton-Torrey House is significant for its association uith the
persistant agricultural ecoi»omy and its uee of a brick GreeK Revival

design in a rural context. It meets National Register criteria A and
C at the local level and retains integrity of setting, location,
materiQis. workmanship, design, feeling, and association. The

boundaries indicated on the attached assessors map are those of
current ownership.

ARHTECTURAL SGNIHCANCE  Destribe important architectural features ad evauate in terms of
other buildings within the coranunity.

Built onthe traditional two-and-a-half story, five bay, center entrance plan, this house
is distinguished fromearlier exanples of the type by characteristic Geek Revival details. This
adaptation of a traditional house form t othe popular Geek Revival style occurred i n the design
of several other outlying Southbridge farmhouses built between the 1830's and 1860's. Unusual
are i tsbhrick construction, end chimeys and shallower depth of plan. The useof the end
chimey plan has, however, been found to have been commonly used i n central Massachusetts when
houses on this plan were built of brick. Resting on a granite foundation, the house is distin-
gui shed by brick corner pilasters, granite sills andlintels andan entrance with full length
sidelights and a broad transom A slight gable overhang, alocally popular feature seen i n

vernacul ar frame houses from the late”l 8th through the md-19th century, has been expressed here
in brick. Set anong open fields ona rural road, the Vinton-Torrey Farnhouse still retainsits
original setting. . _

HSIORCGL SAGNHCGANE Explain the role owers played inlocal or state history ad howthe
* building relatesto the devel opnent of the conmunity.

This section of Southbridge was settled i n 1738 by John Vinton, who bought 930 acres from
Sanuel Morris of Woodstock. A descendant, J. Eliot Vinton, built this house in 1841onthe site
of anearlier Vinton.house, possibly that of the original John Vinton. An inprecise descrip-
tion inamntion of the house i nthe Quinebaug Historical Leaflets nakes i tunclear whether
or not the ell of the house m ght or might not contain that earlier structure.

Numer ous ot her Vinton farmhouses were scattered through this section of Southbridge by t he
emid-19th century. Across the road from the Vinton-Torrey House stands the only other well-
-preserved farnmhouse related tothis famly of early settlers, the Vinton-Boardman House
(form #B-243).

This farmwas owned by aJ. M Vinton in 1878. By 1898i t hadpassed t oE T. Torrey.
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