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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Martha's Vineyard Campground i s an extensive group of nineteenth century cottages 
and religious buildings located i n the center of the town of Oak Bluffs (formerly 
Cottage C i t y ) . The campground i s l a i d out on 34 oak-shaded acres. I t i s bounded on 
the north by Sunset Lake, on the northeast by Lake Anthony and Lake Avenue, and on 
the south and southeast by C i r c u i t Avenue, and on the west by Dukes County Avenue. 
During the l a t e nineteenth century, a seven foot picket fence was b u i l t to define 
these boundaries and protect the campground from "the temptations of worldliness." 
Today the picket fence i s gone, but the water and avenues adequately outline the 
boundaries of the homogeneous grouping of buildings which comprise the campground. 

The campground includes 306 cottages and 6 public buildings - the Tabernacle (#306), 
T r i n i t y Methodist Church (#308), Grace Methodist Chapel (#309), the Martha's Vineyard 
Camp-Meeting Association Building (#307), and the Wesley and Attleboro Houses (#310 & 311 
and #142). The Tabernacle and T r i n i t y Methodist Church are located i n the approxi­
mate center of the campground, i n T r i n i t y Park, and provide the focal point for the 
layout of the cottages. The early cottages were b u i l t on sites that had been l a i d 
out for tents, the o r i g i n a l means of shelter i n the campground. The f i r s t c i r c l e of 
tents, surrounding T r i n i t y Park, was l a i d out soon aft e r the founding the campground 
i n 1835. I t was i n th i s c i r c l e that the f i r s t cottages, the Association Building, 
and Grace Methodist Chapel were b u i l t i n the 1860's and 1870's. Radial avenues 
extend from T r i n i t y Park, with cottages facing each other across narrow avenues as 
well as onto the park. In 1864, Forest Circle, located southwest of T r i n i t y Park, 
was l a i d out. I t i s a smaller, cottage-surrounded c i r c l e , enclosed by the larger 
Rural (Grand) Circle of cottages. The follovzing year. County Park, located east of 
T r i n i t y Park, was l a i d out. I n 1868, the boulevard area along Clinton Avenue was 
planned; the f i n a l d i v i s i o n of land, an extension of Clinton Avenue west of Oak Park, 
was made i n 1873. 

A ty p i c a l campground cottage i s a simple rectangular structure, approximately 15 
feet wide by 20 feet deep. V e r t i c a l s t r u c t u r a l members are six 4 by 4 posts, spaced 
14 to 16 feet apart, and attached to f l o o r and eave framing joined by mortise and 
tenon. The walls of the cottages are a single layer of 3/4 inch random-width tongue 
and groove boarding. Cottages are 1?̂  stories, with the gable end always to the f r o n t . 
The facade i s composed of double doors and two narrow windows on the f i r s t story, 
and double doors on the second story. The windows and doors of the cottages are 
adorned with square, c i r c u l a r , and ogive Gothic mouldings. The porches, which have 
been b u i l t onto most of the cottages i n the campground, are l a t e nineteenth century 
additions. Many porches are heavily ornamented with bargeboard tri m , frequently 
with the pattern on the porch d i f f e r i n g from that on the gable. Forty-five gable 
bargeboard patterns have been counted i n the campground. 

The i n t e r i o r plan of the cottages i s derived from the tents they replaced. The f i r s t 
f l o o r i s usually divided into two rooms - the fro n t parlor and a smaller back room, 
containing the s t a i r s to the upper f l o o r . The second f l o o r i s one large bedroom. 
Kitchens, which have now been added to the rear and sides of the cottages, are lat e 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Martha's Vineyard Campground i s s i g n i f i c a n t for i t s unique architecture, remarkable 
state of preservation and for i t s association with nineteenth century religious 
practices. 

The campground was founded i n 1835 by the Reverend Jeremiah Pease of Edgartown. The 
f i r s t meeting was held on Monday, August 24 and throughout the following week the 
participants gathered several times a day for preaching. Friday was "Feast Day", 
and Sunday everyone departed. The meeting was held on half an acre of land with 
the preacher's stand i n the center of nine communal tents; these were large tents 
erected by each p a r t i c i p a t i n g church. 

Nineteenth century religious fervor caused the campground to grow rapidly. By 1842 
there were 40 tents i n the grove, and 1,189 people attended the Sabbath services. 
In 1885, 200 tents had been erected i n the campground, and attendance at the Sabbath 
services had grown to 5,000. A description of one of these early Sabbath services 
reveals i t s emotional i n t e n s i t y : "strong men f e l l s i l e n t , women wept, and conversions 
and quickenings were reckoned with enthusiasm of true purpose." 

In the lat e 1850's cottages began to supplant tents i n the campground, and construc­
t i o n continued at a f r a n t i c pace through the 1880's. Forty cottages were b u i l t by 
Edgartovzn carpenters i n 1864 alone. The cottages were b u i l t and paid for by t h e i r 
owners on land that i s s t i l l owned today by the Martha's Vineyard Camp-Meeting Asso­
c i a t i o n . With the building of permanent cottages, people began a r r i v i n g i n the camp­
ground i n July, even though the camp meeting did not begin u n t i l the middle week i n 
August. I t developed into a Christian summer resort, whose religious a c t i v i t i e s 
focused around the week-long camp meeting i n August. The growth of the campground 
sparked the resort development of the adjacent land, eventually creating the town of 
Cottage City i n 1880 (renamed Oak Bluffs i n 1907). Although the evolution of towns 
caused by camp meetings became a national phenomenon, i t i s generally accepted that 
Martha's Vineyard Campground was the forerunner of th i s movement. 

Throughout the nineteenth and twentieth centuries the campground has remained a 
popular religious community and summer resort. After the F i r s t World War religious 
a c t i v i t y i n the campground declined somewhat, and while today i t functions largely 
as a summer resort, the religious l i f e of the community i s of important significance 
to both residents and v i s i t o r s . The Martha's Vineyard Camp-Meeting Association s t i l l 
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nineteenth century additions as most early campground inhabitants chose to eat i n 
the common dining rooms. 

Alterations have been made to many of the cottages. About 50 have been winterized, 
requiring insulation and new siding. On many of the cottages the o r i g i n a l tongue 
and groove v e r t i c a l boarding has been covered, at least i n part, with wooden or 
asphalt shingles or clanboards. Additions have been b u i l t onto the sides and rear 
of many of the cottages. The alterations, however, have not s i g n i f i c a n t l y altered 
the nineteenth century character of the campground. Because of the lim i t e d size 
of the plots of land w i t h i n the campground, additions have been small, i n keeping 
with the o r i g i n a l scale of the cottages. Changes i n siding, although they destroy 
the p l a i n surface of the walls of the nineteenth century cottage, do not a l t e r i t s 
basic design, the treatment of doors and windows or bargeboard trim. 

Nos. 25 Washington Avenue (#254), 8 County Park #(71 ) and 70-71 T r i n i t y Park (#237) 
provide a representative sampling of the cottages i n the campground. 70-71 T r i n i t y 
Park, b u i l t i n 1864 i s the oldest cottage i n the campground. I t i s a double cottage, 
occupying two l o t s . (There are several double cottages i n the campground. They were 
usually the cottages of the preachers and are located around T r i n i t y Park.) I t s 
facade i s symmetrical. When divided down the middle, each side of the cottage has 
the double doors and pairs of windows that compose the ty p i c a l campground cottage. 
The gables of the cottage are decorated with delicate bargeboards, and the windows 
and doors are round-arched. A simple one-story porch has been b u i l t onto the front 
of the cottage. Latticework balconies extend across the second story double windows. 
The o r i g i n a l tongue and groove boarding s t i l l covers the front of the cottage; the 
back of the cottage is sided with asbestos shingle. 

No. 25 Washington Avenue i s a v i r t u a l l y unaltered nineteenth century cottage. 
Except for an open porch on the east side of the cottage and a small addition at 
the rear, i t retains i t s o r i g i n a l design and d e t a i l . The facade i s composed of 
double doors, surrounded by a simple balcony, on the second story. The windows 
and doors are adorned with ogive mouldin.gs. The o r i g i n a l tongue and groove siding 
covers the cottage. 

No. 8 County Park i s a cottage that has received several s i g n i f i c a n t alterations. 
I t s t y p i c a l facade i s composed of double doors on the f i r s t and second stories. A 
simple one story porch with decorative brackets has been b u i l t across the front and 
north side of the cottage. Elaborate bargeboards highlight the gable and second story 
balcony of the cottage. A small dormer has been b u i l t into the roof on the north 
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side, and small two story addition adjoins the rear of the cottage. Wooden shingle 
covers the cottage. A comparison of 25 Washington Avenue and 8 County Park i l l u s ­
trates w e l l how additions to a cottage and changes i n siding affect the character 
of the cottages, but do not o b l i t e r a t e t h e i r nineteenth century design. 

Several cottages have been b u i l t recently i n the campground, replacing cottages that 
had either burned down or were torn down. According to the regulations imposed on 
the campground by the Association, they are small i n scale and similar i n design to 
the nineteenth century cottages. 

The Tabernacle (#306), an impressive iron structure, was assembled during the summer 
of 1879 by George Dwight and John Hoyt, galvanized iron dealers from Springfield. 
At i t s center, the Tabernacle is square, with arches at the top spanning 61 feet. 
This central area is surrounded by fl a r e d , t r i p l e layers of corrugated cement and 
asbestos roofing which rest upon an elaborate system of delicate supports, creating 
a c i r c u l a r structure. The supports of the Tabernacle are a l l composites of angle 
i r o n , T-irons and pipes, with few exceeding two or three inches i n diameter. The 
building measures 130 feet across and 100 feet high. I t i s topped by a wooden 
cupola and cross. 

T r i n i t y Methodist Church (#308) stands northeast of the Tabernacle i n T r i n i t y Park. 
B u i l t i n 1885, i t is of wood frame construction, with a central entrance and b e l l 
tower on the east side of the facade. The main gable of the facade and the gable of 
the entrance porch are ornamented by simple bargeboards. The church's present 
siding i s white asbestos shingle. 

Grace Methodist Chapel (#309), b u i l t i n 1885, stands on the eastern side of T r i n i t y 
Park. I t i s a one story wooden structure with white asbestos siding and i s elaborately 
decorated with bargeboard trim. I t was b u i l t for the use of ladies' organizations 
and i s s t i l l used as a meeting h a l l . 

On the southwestern side of T r i n i t y Park i s the Martha's Vineyard Camp-Meeting Asso­
ci a t i o n Building (#307), erected i n 1859. I t i s a 2̂5 story, wood frame structure, 
serving as the administration building of the campground. I t was b u i l t to provide 
meeting rooms, the post o f f i c e , an o f f i c e for the agent and storage space for tents. 
Although tents are no longer stored i n the building, i t s t i l l houses the offices of 
the Executive Secretary, the Program Director, and meeting rooms. 

The Wesley House (#310) and the Attleboro House (#142), located on Lake Avenue, are 
the only hotels that remain i n the campground. During the nineteenth century, there 
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were 3 hotels and an inn within the campground; they have since been demolished, 
leaving several large open spaces i n the campground. The Wesley House i s a four 
story wooden structure with a mansard roof. A large porch wraps around the front 
of the hotel and extends across the attached, two story annex. A two story detached 
annex stands on the northern side of the hotel. These buildings are covered with 
wood shingle and painted dark green. The Wesley houses a large dining room and 
several common rooms, as well as numerous rooms for overnight lodging. The Attleboro 
House is a smaller two story wooden structure. Large wrap-around porches extend 
across both the f i r s t and second stories. The wooden d e t a i l i n the supports and 
r a i l s of the porches creates a highly decorated facade. The hotel i s sided with 
clapboards and painted white. 

Significance cont. 

oversees both the community a c t i v i t i e s of the campground as wel l as the regular 
religious services on Sundays and occasional services during the week. In keeping 
with the older t r a d i t i o n s of the h i s t o r i c past, a Junior Camp Meeting continues to 
be held for the children during the weekdays for a month each suimner. 

The religious significance of the campground l i e s i n the important role which camp 
meetings played i n the nineteenth century Methodist church. During that century 
campgrounds were established throughout the country. In 1875 there were eight 
permanent campgrounds i n Massachusetts alone. The Martha's Vineyard Campground was 
one of the largest campgrounds and i s the best preserved. The layout of the camp­
ground reveals the complex planning that was used to create these religious communi­
t i e s . T r i n i t y Park, with the Tabernacle and T r i n i t y Methodist Church, was to be the 
focal point of the community. The circles and parks, with cottages facing onto them, 
were designed as preaching areas so that several services could be going on i n the 
campground simultaneously. With the development of Oak B l u f f s , a white picket fence 
surrounding the campground was erected to protect i t from the outside world. Martha's 
Vineyard Campground i s a fine example of the nineteenth century Methodist church 
campground - a r u s t i c , vice-free gathering place, designed for the restoration of 
s p i r i t u a l and physical health. 

The campground cottages are s t r u c t u r a l l y unique i n American architecture. In building 
pattern books of the 1870's and 1880's, cottages of this design were called "Martha's 
Vineyard Cottages." These cottages spread to resort areas and campgrounds throughout 
the country. The Tabernacle i s an outstanding example of iron construction. I t s 
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delicate iron supports i l l u s t r a t e well the a b i l i t y of the metal to support a heavy 
structure with a large open space beneath. On top of the cupola is a cross, i l l u m ­
inated at night throughout the year, and a well-known landmark to sa i l o r s . The 
Tabernacle i s used by the community for t h e a t r i c a l productions, musical events, 
graduations, and other group a c t i v i t i e s . 

A nineteenth century character pervades the campground today. I t i s s t i l l a very 
homogeneous community, with religious a f f i l i a t i o n s . The Martha's Vineyard Camp-
Meeting Association owns the land on which the cottages stand and governs the 
a c t i v i t i e s of the campground. The owners of the cottages keep them we l l maintained 
and j o i n with the Association i n i t s e f f o r t s to protect the rus t i c and peaceful 
nature of the campgromdfrom the crowds and noise of the resort town of Oak Blu f f s . 
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Martha's Vineyard Campground 10 (revised) 

Starting at the southeast comer of Lake and Siloam Avenues, proceed easterly 
along the right-of-way of Lake Avenue to the east property l ine of #67, then 
southerly along the rear property lines of the properties on the east side of 
Central Avenue, then southwesterly along the rear property lines of the pro­
perties on the west side of Circuit Avenue,then southerly along the rear property 
lines of the properties on the east side of Clinton Avenue, then westerly 
along the west l o t lines of lots 92, 89, 46 and 47, then northerly along the 
right-of-way of Dukes County Avenue and Siloam Avenue to the starting point. 
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J ^ 
to ^ CHARLES E. DAVIS 

1 Lafayette Road 

Salisbury, Massachusetts 01950 

Dr. William A, "urtagh 
Keeper of the TTational Repistsr 
T^eritage Consor'ration and Recreation Seirvi-Ce, 

Departmant of the Inte r i o r 
Washington, D.C. 202/4.0 October 1?, 1978 

Dear D, ?'Inrbaght 

In reply to ̂ rour l e t t e r of October 11, re. our cottage at l?i 

Forest Circle, Martha's Vineyard Campgrotmd, Oak Bluffs, Massachusetts, 

(your ref. ff-JSOTl), i n vrt-iich you solicited oorrmsnts from owners, I 

would l i k e to say that I am ver>' much i n favor of the inclusion of 

the Campground i n the liational Register (my cottage included) and 

•would hope others imrolTed would agree. The Campground is unique 

in i t s arohiteotixre, i n that i t s concept remains ••jnch^nged, and 

most particularly that i t surrlves more or less i n t a c t . The ravages of 

twentieth century improvement efforts are slight, the r^-ile rather 

than the exception on the part of the cottage owners being restoration 

rather than ranodelling. The Campground Agsooiation has thus far been 

effective i n helping cottager* s efforts i n this direction. Placement of 

the Campground i n the TTational Register w i l l materially benefit the 

Campground, the '''own of Oak Bluffs, Tfartha's Vineyard, and the State, 

A oopy of the history of O\T cottage has been f i l e d with the 

compilers. Tf I rmj be of .further service i n this vent',jre please 

l e t me know. Thank you. 

Sincerely^ 



October 18, 1978 

Mr. William J. Murtagh 
Keeper of the National Register 
Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service 
Department of the Interior 
Washington, D.C. 20240 "d;,..^'..r 

Reference t o : H32-NR 
Martha's Vineyard Campground 

,....ri,i. . ' 68 T r i n i t y Park 
••'"'';y''y:^.yy^^^^ Oak B l u f f s , Ma. v 

Dear Mr. Murtagh: - ;: • • .y''''-.'. y:- K--'^ 

I am joint owner of the above referenced property, and I am in ... 

receipt of a letter from your office, dated, October 11, 1978. 

This letter informed me that my property is within an historic 

district, that has been nominated for listing in the National 

Register of Historic Places. While I am not initially in op­

position to this action, I do have some questions which I would 

like answered. These questions are as follows: •' ' ••' •;> 

1) Which agency has nominated the Martha's Vineyard Camp­

ground f o r l i s t i n g ? -.H ^ 

2) I f the State H i s t o r i c Preservation O f f i c e r has made the 

nomination, shouldn't I have been n o t i f i e d of the i n t e n t 

• to do so i n accordance w i t h Section 60.12(c) of the regu­

l a t i o n s governing such nominations? ..." 

3) What agency w i l l determine i f r e h a b i l i t a t i o n i s done i n 

-*!---.' conformance w i t h the "Standards f o r R e h a b i l i t a t i o n " i n 

- order t o q u a l i f y f o r b e n e f i t s under the Tax Reform Act 

4. of 1976? ; •' • •' • 
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4) What tax b e n e f i t s are a v a i l a b l e f o r improvements t o a 

r e s i d e n t i a l property under the Tax Reform Act of 1976, 

, . when all benefits would seem to be applicable to de­

preciation related to commercial or income producing 

', • properties? , •.-.•„. , , w '• .-.^ "\ "•^y-is. \-y^[^-

5) What i s the p o s s i b i l i t y of p r e s e r v a t i o n grants being made 

a v a i l a b l e t o property owners w i t h i n the h i s t o r i c d i s t r i c t ? 

6) I f the grants discussed i n question 5) are made a v a i l a b l e , 

what s t r i n g s would be attached to r e c e i v i n g such a grant? 

I would g r e a t l y appreciate an answer to these questions 

-ri.-. ••••• .• 11 • •. 

s i n c e r e l y , r i -.j'; • ? 

Richard A. H a r r a l l ^ •̂-'> ' " 
58 N o r r i s St. "̂5̂.... 
Hamden, Ct. 06517. '' ' 
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October 18, 1978 

Dr. William J. Murtagh 
Keeper of the National Register 
Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service 
Department of the I n t e r i o r 
Washington, D.C. 20240 

Dear Mr. Murtagh: 

This i s i n response to your l e t t e r of October 11, 1978 (H32-NR). 

We are interested i n encouraging the consideration of making the 
Martha's Vineyard Camp Meeting Association Area part of the National 
Register. This area includes our home there which i s located at 10 
Clinton Ave. Our home i s probably the most h i s t o r i c home i n that 
area since i t was the house where President Grant stayed when he 
v i s i t e d the island. The account of his v i s i t i s w r i t t e n up i n a num­
ber of books and I am sure you are f a m i l i a r with that story. He spoke 
to the assembled people from the front balcony of the house. 

Furniture purchased for Mr. Grant's v i s i t i s s t i l l i n the house, i n ­
cluding the bed and two marble top dressers. The rocking chair pur­
chased for him i s currently i n the Whaling Museum i n Edgartown, r4A. 

The house i t s e l f i s an excellent ginger bread model with several un­
usual features. These include some of the t r i m around the outside and 
also the cathedral windows which have sandwich glass i n the t i p . 

The house has been wr i t t e n up a number of times i n various publications 
and newspapers. I f we can be of further help i n answering questions 
or i n furnishing information, please l e t us know. 

Sincerely, 

tareId W. Kaser 
Pastor 

HWK:dph 
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Mrs. Albert C. Alexander 
190 Deerfield Dr. 
Hamden, Ct. 06518 

10/24/78 (̂ suiŶ *<̂ 'd. 

Dear Dr. Murtagh: 

PIeasg_JJ.st̂ -̂ the,_£roperty be 1 ow^n the Najtional 
Register^, Your i n i t T a i conmmnication mentioned 
standards to be followed f o r r e h a b i l i t a t i n g old 
buildings. This information was not included i n 
the above mentioned communication. Please forward 
a copy of those standards. 

Sincerely, 

G l o r i a Alexander 

Mrs. A l b e r t C. Alexander 
190 D e e r f i e l d Dr ive 
Hamden, CT 06518 

Re: Martha-s Vinyard Campground 
T r m i t j j Park 

NOV 3 0 \m 

\ A REGiSTFR 
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OFFICE OF ARCHEOLOGY AND HISTORIC PRESERVATION 
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p. 0. Box 874 
Oak B l u f f s , Massachusetts 02557 
November 6, 1978 

Dr. W i l l i a m J. Murtagh 
Keeper of the Nat i o n a l Register 
Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service 
Department of the I n t e r i o r 
Washington, D. C. 20240 

Re: Martha's Vineyard Campground 
2 M e r r i l l Avenue 

Dear Dr. Murtagh: 

I'm d e l i g h t e d t h a t the "Campground" has been nominated f o r 
l i s t i n g i n the National Register of H i s t o r i c Places. I t i s probably 
one of the most unique places of i t s k i n d i n the country. There are 
other "Campground" type coiranunities, some of which have been v i s i t e d 
by me; however, most have by now l o s t t h e i r o r i g i n a l f l a v o r what 
w i t h extensive a l t e r a t i o n s . I n t h i s regard, I fe a r t h a t time i s 
f a s t running out even here at Martha's Vineyard as y e a r l y I see 
changes on the "Campground" which are not i n keeping w i t h the 1870's 
o r i g i n a l look. 

I t i s obviously t r u e t h a t from the past we l e a r n about the 
present and the f u t u r e . The "Campground" represents a p a r t of the 
s o c i a l and r e l i g i o u s way of l i f e encompassing the past 150 years and 
i t s import on our l i v e s today -- i t i s a l i v i n g h i s t o r y book. 

As regards my own gingerbread cottage which has been 
spared most modern e x t e r i o r changes and dates from 1865 and was 
v i s i t e d by President Grant, plans are now underway to b r i n g i t back 
to i t s o r i g i n a l 1800's s t a t e . I b e l i e v e the "Campground" i n general 
and my cottage i n p a r t i c u l a r meets a l l of the c r i t e r i a necessary to 
become included i n the National Register of H i s t o r i c Places; f o r ex­
ample : 

C r i t e r i a A. Revival and r e t r e a t meetings -
traces r e l i g i o u s l i f e s t y l e over 
a period of 150 years 

B. President Grant a v i s i t o r 
C. Gingerbread c o n s t r u c t i o n 
D. E a r l y coTimiunal l i v i n g 

Therefore, please add my voice to those i n t e r e s t e d i n see­
ing t h i s v i t a l p a r t of our h e r i t a g e by having the Martha's Vineyard 
l i s t e d i n the Nat i o n a l Register of H i s t o r i c Places. 

Sincerely yours, 

Louise A. Bugbee 
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6 B o x w o o d D r i v e 
E a s t G r e e n w i c h , R I 02818 
N o v e m b e r 8, 1978 

D r . W i l l i a m J . M u r t a g h 
K e e p e r of the N a t i o n a l R e g i s t e r 
H e r i t a g e C o n s e r v a t i o n & R e c r e a t i o n S e r v i c e 
D e p a r t m e n t of the I n t e r i o r 
W a s h i n g t o n , D . C . 20240 

D e a r D r . M u r t a g h : 

R E : M A R T H A ' S V I N E Y A R D C A M P G R O U N D - #5 T R I N I T Y P A R K 

I t was indeed a v e r y w o n d e r f u l f e e l i n g to l e a r n tha t the " M a r t h a ' s V i n e y a r d C a m p ­
g r o u n d " was b e i n g c o n s i d e r e d f o r i n c l u s i o n in the N a t i o n a l R e g i s t e r of H i s t o r i c a l 
P l a c e s . 

The homes i n th i s a r e a a r e pe rhaps of one of the m o s t un ique a r c h i t e c t u r a l p e r ­
iods i n A m e r i c a n H i s t o r y . 

O u r h o m e at # 5 T r i n i t y P a r k is of v e r y s i g n i f i c a n t c o n s t r u c t i o n . I t o r i g i n a l l y was 
b u i l t i n 1867. The e x t e r i o r w a l l s a r e of v e r t i c a l p ine b o a r d s w i t h a r o o f e d uppe r 
b a l c o n y , w i t h " s o u t h e r n g o t h i c " door w i t h " a r c " t r i m , c o v e r e d post and b r a c k e t 
f r o n t p o r c h . 

T h i s h o m e is of s i g n i f i c a n c e as a p o r t i o n of the M e t h o d i s t C a m p m e e t i n g A s s o c i a t i o n 
C a m p g r o u n d . M o s t homes c o n t a i n o r a r e t r i m m e d w i t h o r n a t e " g i n g e r b r e a d " w o o d ­
w o r k tha t is a l m o s t i m p o s s i b l e to have d u p l i c a t e d today . 

O u r h o m e has been shown on n u m e r o u s p o s t c a r d s , magaz ines (Saturday E v e n i n g 
P o s t ) , and i n f o r m a t i o n b r o c h u r e s of M a r t h a ' s V i n e y a r d . (A r e c e n t b r o c h u r e is 
e n c l o s e d . ) 

The f o r m a t i o n of the C a m p g r o u n d m a r k e d the b e g i n n i n g of the d e v e l o p m e n t of the 
t o w n of Oak B l u f f s as a un ique c o m m u n i t y and s u m m e r r e s o r t . 

I n f o r m a t i o n c o n c e r n i n g the C a m p g r o u n d i s c o n t a i n e d i n b i b l i o g r a p h i e s a n d / o r 
r e f e r e n c e s (such as l o c a l h i s t o r i e s , deeds . A s s e s s o r ' s r e c o r d s , e a r l y m a p s , 
e t c . ) . 

c o n t i n u e d . 



Page 2 

Some of these a r e : 

M a r t h a ' s V i n e y a r d C a m p m e e t i n g A s s o c i a t i o n R e c o r d s of L e a s e s , 
C a m p m e e t i n g A s s o c i a t i o n O f f i c e , Oak B l u f f s , M a s s a c h u s e t t s . 

H e n r y B e e t l e Hough , M a r t h a ' s V i n e y a r d , S u m m e r R e s o r t , 1835 - 1935. 

E l l e n W e i s s , " T h e W e s l e y a n G r o v e C a m p g r o u n d , " A r c h i t e c t u r e P l u s , 1973. 

M r s . Cann ing and I s i n c e r e l y hope that y o u w i l l ac t f a v o r a b l y upon the n o m i n a t i o n 
of i n c l u d i n g th i s H i s t o r i c a l D i s t r i c t i n the N a t i o n a l R e g i s t e r . We w o u l d be m o s t 
happy to he lp y o u ga the r , o r supp ly y o u w i t h f u r t h e r i n f o r m a t i o n c o n c e r n i n g th i s 
a r e a . 

P l ease f e e l f r e e to c a l l upon us at any t i m e i f y o u r e q u i r e any a s s i s t a n c e . 

S i n c e r e l y y o u r s , 

"d^i^^dd^^^ 
M r . & M r s . R u s s e l l M . Canning v / 
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November 2 2 , 1978 

D r . W i l l i a m J , M u r t a g h , 

Keeper o f the N a t i o n a l Register 

HERITAGE C O N S E R V A T I O N A N D RECREATION SERVICE 

Depar tment o f the In te r io r 

Wash ing ton , DC 20240 

RE: Mar tha 's V i neya rd Campground 

14 Commonweal th Square 

Dear D r . Mur tagh : 

Thank you fo r the mater ia l on the N a t i o n a l Register o f His tor ic Places, 

We are very pleased to learn o f the nomina t ion and wish to o f fe r our he lp 

and encouragement . 

This is a very v a l u a b l e and w o r t h w h i l e program and hope tha t the work 

progresses smoothly and r a p i d l y . 

Thank y o u . 

lugene E, Lakso 

100 M a i n Street 

^shburnham, M A 01430 
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ENTRIES IN THE NATIOHAL REGISTER 

STATE MASSACHUSETTS 

Date Entered 4 1978 

Name 

Martha's Vineyard Campground 

Methuen Memorial Mualc Hall 

Alden, John, House 

Location 

Oak Bluffs 
Dukes County 

Methuen 
Essex County 

Duxbury 
Plymouth County 

Also Notified 

Honorable Edward M. Kennedy 
Honorable Paul G. Tsongas 
Honorable Gerry E. Studds 
Honorable James M. Shannon 

State Historic Preservation Officer 
!frs. Patricia L. Weslowski 
Executive Director 
Massacauaetta Historical Commission 
294 Washington Street 
Boston, !lassachu3att8 02108 

Byers/es 1/11/79 
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70 Spruce Drive 
Torrington, Conn. 0679O 
Feb. 28, 1979 

'Technical Preservation Services 
Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation, 
Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service. 
Department of the I n t e r i o r , Washington, D.C. 202^0 

Reference: H 32 - NR 

Dear Dr. William J. Murtagh: 

We are the owners of a cottage i n the Martha's Vineyard Campgroiind, i n 
Oak B l u f f s , Mass. The street address i s 1 T r i n i t y Avenue. This property 
was nominated f o r inclusion i n the National Register and from an a r t i c l e 
i n the Vineyard Gazette i t appears that i t has now o f f i c i a l l y been included. 

We have been restoring the property since purchasing i n July 1976 and plan  
to continue. W i l l any restoration p r i o r to the acceptance i n the Register  
be e l i g i b l e f o r such Federal grants. 

We would appreciate any information you can give us as to the a v a i l a b i l i t y 
and type of Federal aid and also information regarding tax reform renuirements. 

Please advise us at your convenience, 

Very t r u l y your, 

Mr. & Mrs. Randall G. Gerrard 
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1)NAJ 
Mar tha ' s Vineyard Campground 

^^S^LOCAl'lON i t r . : e i number 
Wesleyan Grove 

Oak Bluffs 
I Stat 
'MA 

STATE QMUNICIPAl •COUNTY S^iJi-iirU QfE 

JG SURVEvs rnHABS DHAER INHI ^FUNDED? DYES r ICRESS DISTRICT 

Dukes 

^SOURCE of NOMINATION «|]STATE 

4 1978 , 
(8)WPS .REGION 

N^__-

07 

Kftwii! s*T!5Hii ttejm* stsmic w SIR t en Elizabeth Durfee, A, Gilmore 

M D d e t e i C 
' l i n s r j u n a l t e r e d 1 
a e x p o s e d • r e c o n s t r u c t e d : 

• f a i r n u n e x c a v a t e d • e x c a v a t e d 

„ i - l ^ G ' 

J ^ iNIACl - 0 

? • NOr APPUCABLE-7 2 G NOT APPLICABLE-8 NOT APPLICABLE - 9 
@ A C C E S S • Y E S - R e s l r i c t e d • Y E S - U n r e s t r i c t e d • No A •NO @ SAVED' DYES I S P R O P E R T Y A H I S T O R I C D I S T R I C T ? • yes D n o 

) AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE : • ENGINEERING -11 
• ARCHEOLOGY-preliistonc-2 GCOMMERCE-B • ENTERTAINMENT-26 

• ARCHEOLOGY-historic-l G COMMUNICATIONS - 7 • EXPLOR AT ION -12 

• AGRICULTURE-3 G CONSERVATION - 8 •HEALTH-2? 

• ARCHITECTURE-4 GECONOMICS-9 G I N D U S T R V - U 

• ART-5 • EOUCATION-IO G I N V E N T I O N - H 

• LANDSCAPE A«CH.-15 Q POLITICS / GOVT,• 21 • RECREATION-28 

GLAW-ie GRELIGION-22 • SETTLEMENT-29 

G LITERATURE-n G SCIENCE-23 • URBAN PLANIIING-31 

• MILITARY-18 • SOCIAl/HUMANITARIAN-24 • OTHER (SPECIFY) 

G MUSIC-19 • SOCIAL/CULTURAL-30 . 
• PHILOSOPHY-20 G TRANSPORIATI ON • 25 

^ C L A I M S , explain 
^ f i r s f • 

' oldest'• 

•only' • 

^functions 
WHEN HISTORICALLY SIGNIFICANT: 

CURRENTLY: 

^ d a t e s of Initial construction 
major alterations: 
historic ovents: 

^ a r c h i t e c t •• 

I ETHNIC GROUP 
' ASSOCIATION 

) architectural style(s): kmaster builder: neer: 

^landscape architect / garden designer: interior decorator: I artist: partisan: ^builder/contractor: 

I N A M E S give role & date 

PERSONAL: 

EVENTS: 

INSTITUTIONAl: 

^NATIONAL R E G I S T E R W R I T E - U P 

rev i cwr rs i n i t i a l s . • IF ADDITIONAL SPACE NEEDED, NUMBER & PUT ON REVERSEI 



5. roughly bounded by Cottage Park, Quequechan, Clinton, Dukes County, Siloam, Lake, and Central Aves. 
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(TR or MRA Name) 

(If multi-state/county MRA, state/county where filed and location) 

/ / 
(Date Removed) 

(Date Designated) 

(Location of oversize file) 

(Current source of partial documentation) 
/ 

(Target Date) 

COMMENTS 
(Where found, or source of replacement) 

/ / 
(Date Found/Replaced) 
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