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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Ca]iforhfa Hi1T is Tocated on the north side of U.S. Highway 30 about
four miies west of Brule,'Keith County, Nebraska.

California Hill is today recognizable by the deep ruts caused by the
thousands‘Of wagons which made their way to Oregon and California in fhe
1840's and 50's. | |

- From the”Lower California Crossing, one mile south of the Platte
River, a‘c]imb of4two hundred and fokty feet in one and one half miles
was necessary to réach the plateau between the forks of the Platte. This
was the first major grade that the immigrants were forced to»climb. The
name Ca]ifornia‘Hi]l'Was probably due to the proximity to one of the two

popular crossings of the immigrants.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

California Hi1l is perhaps one of the more important Oregon-California
Trail landmarks in Nebraska. Large numbers of immigrants crossed the
Platte River at the Lower California Crossing and hade their way up
Ca]iforhja Hi1l on their trek to Ash Hollow and thé North Platte Valley.

At California Hill is perhap§ one of the better examples of physical
Oregon Trail traffic. Large deep ruts are still extant at this location.
The area has never been cultivated so they have never been damaged nor
destroyed as many of the Oregon Trail segments have been.

kCa]ifOrnia Hi11 is unique from the standpoint of being the first
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Haines, Aubrey.
Oregon Trail.

Historic Resource Study Historic Sites Along the
 Historic Preservation Team National Park Service,
Denver, Colorado, 1973
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NOTE: Legal Description may be used for publication.

California Hill
About 4 miles west of Brule
Vicinity of Brule

Nebraska (31) Keith (101)
LEGAL DESCRIPTION

SW4 Sec. 13 TI3N R41W




California Hill
About 4 miles west of Brule
Vicinity of Brule

Nebraska (31) Keith (101)

ACREAGE JUSTIFICATION

An area large enough to provide adequate protection to the survivihg Oregon
Trail ruts was chosen for this nomination.
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