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Site Q Structure

D Object

OWNERSHIP

1 I Public 

(2 Private 
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Public Acquisition: 

[~| In Process 

PQ Being Considered

STATUS

Occupied
ll .1 Unoccupied
n . . Preservation work

in progress

ACCESSIBLE 

TO THE PUBLIC

Yes:

[XI RestrictedWM
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1   '

PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate)

fX) Agricultural 

Q Commercial 

CU Educational 

| | Entertainment

I I Government

O Industrial

O Military

1 1 Museum

I I Park

0C] Private Residence

Q Religious

[ | Scientific

C~l Transportation 

D Other (Specify)

1 1 Comments
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o
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CONDITION
Excellent D Good Fair

(Check One) 

] Deteriorated Ruins II Unexposed

(Check One) 

(J0 Altered O Unaltered

(Check One) 

Moved 0 Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL. APPEARANCE

Armstrong Academy, though a bit more pretentious than most, followed 
the usual Indian boarding school pattern. As it gradually developed 
it had ft large central structure of red briok   T-shaped and two- 
storied, with many chimneys and balcomies -- that served as the main 
school building. It was surrounded by several smaller buildings used, 
as residences workshops. Up to ICO acres im the vicimity were 
farmed, roost of the work beimg performed by the boys. Armstrong, 
according to one historian, had as its objectives tt the Christianizing 
amd civilizing of the Chpctaws om the manual labor plan." There was 
plenty of wood available a»d a good spring of water. A small stream 
flowed through the grounds immediately to the south of the school 
buildings, currying esough water, most of the year, to rua a small grist 
mill.

Armstrong was me&rly seIf-sufficient, ia 1855 report by Supt, 
A. S. Moffat readss

During a part of each day all the pupils labored 
on the farm. We raised about three hundred bushels of 
wheat, all of which ^as out amd threshed by the pupils. 
We planted about sixty-five acres of corn, which we thimk 
Tfill yield, at the lowest calculation, fourteen hundred 
bushels. The oat crop was almost am emtire failure.

Armstrong was originally planned for 25 pupils. It was expanded 
a»d usually accommodated half again that many* Am 1849 report of "the 
literary department of the Institution11 by P. P. Brown, Jr. shows a» 
average attendance of about 55, Of this number, Brown said;

5 studied Algebra;
11 studied Emerson's arithmetic, 3d Parti 
24 studied EmerSOB'S arithmetic, 2d Part; 
18 studied i&nerson's arithmetic, 1st Part; 
22 studied Fowle's Geography;

5 read im McGuffey's Fourth Reader; 
30 read in. MeGuffey'g Third Reader;

7 read im McGuffey's First Reader;
4 read im Webster's Spelling Book; 

54 attended to writing; all to spelling;
7 were day scholars;
6 were beneficiaries;
2 were boarded by their parents*

Today a large mound   sprinkled with bricks and chunks of concrete, 
amd dotted with young trees    is All that remains of the once im 
pressive Armstrong buildixgs* Some distance away is the head of the 
school's cistern* Still farther away, ia the trees near the stream, 
is the old cemetery, its handful of large stones maintaining a kind of 
aloof dignity behind their iron fence, despite an unkempt jumble of 
weeds, brush, and twisting grapevines.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Indians of the Five Civilized Tribes had, generally, a real 
interest in schools. It is quite probable that their children had 
better educational facilities during the decade or two proceeding the 
Civil Wt,r than did those of whites on the western frontier. In 
1842 the Choctaiw national Council provided for creation of a 
comprehensive system of education. By 1848 nine boarding schools 
supported by tribal funds were in operation. Most of these were 
operated, under contract, by a mission board that furnished teachers 
and paid part of their salaries, (it might be well to keep in mind 
that it is somewhat difficult at times to distinguish   exception 
in the case of the Cherokee Nation schools   between mission schools 
subsidized by tribal funds and tribal schools largely controlled by 
the missionaries.) By 1860 the Choctaws reported over 500 children 
enrolled in their day schools, an additional 400 in boarding schools.

Armstrong Academy (located nearly midway between Fort Towson 
and Fort Washita, about 3 miles northeast of present Bokchito) was 
one of the roost important of these schools, (indeed, it ranks as 
one of the most important educational efforts of all Indian 
Territory.) Because its main building served as Choctaw National 
Capitol, from 1863 until 1883, its political influence on the 
tribe is also noteworthy.

The school opened December 2, 1645. It was named for the 
popular Choctaw agent, William. Ar^strmg. The Rev. Ramsey D, Potts, 
it Baptist missionary, was "put in charge* The school was closed by 
the Civil War and the site, renamed Chata Taraaha (Choctaw Town), 
served as the tribe's capital. Sometimes referred to as the 
Confederate capital of Indian Territory, it was the meeting place 
of the Or&nd Council of the "United Nations of the Indian Territory* 
of which the Choctstw Nation was one of the six member tribes. 
Armstrong reopened in 1882, under the Presbyterians, and continued 
as a school for orphan boys until it burned in 1919.

One interesting feature of the education scene at Armstrong 
(and elsewhere in the Choctaw Nation) deserves mention* It -was the 
"neighborhood*1 or "Saturday and Sunday'* schools. Pupils* many of
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na 
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 
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evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set 
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 
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No* 8. Significance

Armstrong Academy

them adults of both sexes, lived at home, came to the academy for 
weekend classes in reading, writing and arithmetic in the Choctaw 
language, along with religious instructions. On Friday evening 
wagons bearing whole families could often be seen converging on the 
campground in a clearing at the school* Teachers, often young ladies, 
 were usually Choctaws who had gone through the mission schools, were 
giving of their ability to benefit their people. The Kev. Alfred Wright, 
who worked for many years at 'Wheelook Academy, reported that the desire 
for education was so great that within the sphere of his ministerial 
work alone there were seven of these Saturday/Sabbath school, sorno 
attended by from 25 to 50 students*


