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DESCR PT1 O\

Date c. 1680
Source architectural detail, deeds
Style First Period
Architect unknown
Exterior wall fabric shingles

Qut bui I di ngs see text

Major alterations (with dates)see text

Moved no Dat e
Appr ox. acreage
Setting 50 feet from road, surrounded

by fields

sheets here)



ARH TECTURL. S OGN A CANCE  (Describe inportant architectural features and
eval uate i nterns of other buildings within the comunity.)

The Kingsley House i s Rehoboth's stellar exanple of First Period domestic archi-
tecture, little changed since them d 19thcentury.

Traditionally considered t obe the ol dest house i ntown with a probable construction
date of ca.1680, i tfits well into the medieval architectural tradition of md to
late 17th century houses i nsouthern New England. The east portion nay have
originally been a one-room two-story "stone ender" with a subsequent one room
(Conti nued)

HSTARCAL SANACANCE (Explaintherole owers played i nlocal or state
history and howthebuilding relates tothe devel opnent of the community.)

The builder of the Kingsley House appears t o have been John Kingsley. He was -
anmong the first Rehoboth proprietors, hisnane appearing i nthefirst tax |ist

of 1671. Hi spleading account dated 1676 i sthe only surviving written record of

the terror and decimation brought tothefirst flehobothsettlement by King Philip's
Var. |t appears that, almost immediately, he noved east t orebuild anderected

this house i n1677, |eavingthe house, lands and goods tohi sthird wife, Mry at

his death i n1678 (will dated 1677). Wen she died i n1678, the property then
passed t ohi s el dest son, Eldad Kingsley, anearly settler of both Rehoboth and
Swansea. He i s listed as a non-resident taxpayer on the Rehoboth tax list of 1671
and twoyears earlier was listed as a resident of Swansea. Eldad swill, dated
August 1679, was nade as a resident of Rehoboth and gives tohiswife al | lands

and housing given t ohi mby his father.

The next documented owner i s Aaron Kingsley, great-grandson of John Kingsley. Records
show hi mt o have purchased | and of Edward Thurber i n1740. Aaron ran a sawm !l on
Rocky Run River and anassed a considerable estate i nland and goods. He was one of
Rehoboth's weal t hi est nen and headed t he tax lists of both 1765 and 1769. At thetinme
of hisdeath i n1785, hisloans totown residents totaled four hundred fifty-three

pounds twenty-four shillings, more than four times histaxable value i n1769. Hi s
estate and |l and, including the sawm ||, were divided anongst hi swife and two daughters.
Mention of t heol dand upright part of the house i nhiswill helps date therear ell.
Thre-htj-uge and~pogti pn' Ouet-4: he.ii pEEtftagty-Tei t” i ntherin'-1rj fiflnalfr Mitiil wl "iLLjuL

B BL G3¥FHY and/ or REFERENES (nane of publication, author, date and publisher) ont nmm

This account draws heavily from a paper written by Stephen A Cole i n1978 and
additions made toi t by George Nan Burridge i n 1980.
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Architectural Significance (Continued)

addition tothe west. Framng varies slightly, especiallyinthe roof, on either

side of the chimmey, as does internal roomsize (by about three feet) andfront facade
fenestration. Another interesting, though not determning factor, is the locationof
the original cellar, nowa half cellar under the eastern portion. | f truly an
addition, the west side probably did not postdate the east side by nore than a few
decades. Definite major additions are arear (north) lean-to added sonetine before
1785 and a nineteenth century el It othe north endof the west side of the house.

Architectural evidence for this early constructiondate is seen in the chimey tree,
or immense squared oak beam sixteen inches inwidth andthe stairs. The latter
consist of solid oaklogs cut diagonally sothat steps ten inches deep result. They
are fastened t ohalved logs or string with large hard-headed spikes. This type of
stair constructionis typical of the seventeenth century.

Additional First Period elements include: chanfered summer beans, of which at |east
one has a lambs tongue stop; gunstock posts; corner wind braces; andan originally
lall-stone chimey, later bricked above the roofline. Blocking of fireplaces,
addition of nineteenth century moul dings, mantels anddoors, plastering over the
structural elements, andenlargement of wi ndows appear to be the only alterations

in the main or "upright" section of the house. The one-room deep plan remains
unchanged, except for the installment prior toca.1869 of adividing wall in the
second floor west room Wth the exception of the doors andw ndows, al | these
alterations could easily berectified. Qne original door remains leading to the
attic. Thew ndows were probably enlarged inthe late eighteenth to early nineteenth
century, perhaps at the time of the lean-to or el | additions. The w ndows throughout
the house are relatively uniform however, which serves as avisually unifying element,
and the asjrmmetry of the front facade appears unchanged.

Afifth fireplace was added t othe north side of the chimey stack at the tinme of
the lean-to addition. Originally the lean-to probably comprised a large central
kitchen flanked by twosmaller rooms. Installment of a nodern bathroomin the
twentieth century hasprobably made the kitchen smaller. Interesting eighteenth
century features are anearly corner cupboard, with recently applied details, found
in the westernmst room andtwosix over six w ndows with crown glass panes.

The el | addition t othe west of the main structure is a single roomwithwalled-in
fireplace andlate nineteenth century architect'ral details. Another small room
projecting behind (north) is a former back entry, nowakitchen.

This house is oneof, i fnot the oldest, still standing in Rehoboth. Certainly it
is the nost intact. The characteristics of asjametry andvertical simplicity of
formwhich are the hallmark of English medieval architectureare still clearly
apparent.

Two structures dating from the seventeenth century which remain extant in nearby
communities reveal a simlar style andsequence of growth. These are the Philip

Wal ker House formerly of Rehoboth, but nowin East Providence, Rhode Island of 1679,
and the Makes Honestead, dated ca.l 664, of North Swansea. (Cont i nued)

Staple to Inventory form at bottom
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Architectural Significance (Continued from page 2)

Two other major structures stand today associated with the Kingsley House. The
nmost distinguishedi s a handsone end opening barn northeast of the house probably
built between 1830 and 1900. This i sthe second barn on the property replacing
one mentioned i nAaron Kingsley's will of 1786. A long nineteenth century wagon
shed nearby contains a very early batten door with strap hinges, said to have been
removed from t he Kingsley House. Although no archaeol ogical survey has been
conducted, thearea i nthevicinity of the house should be considered to contain
subsurface material culture.

Historical Significance (Continued)

The house and portions of theproperty remained i nthe Kingsley famly until at
| east the 1870s.

The Kingsley fam |y were active i nthe local Baptist community as early as 1660.
Construction of this house i nthe extreme southern part of Rehoboth represents
a significant early effort to avoid persecution by settling farremoved fromthe
political and religious (Congregational) center of Rehoboth i npresent day East
Provi dence, Rhode Island (est. 1743).

For theperiod and quality of itsarchitectural design and constructionandfor

its assoicationwith a promnent early famly, the Kingsley House nmeets criteria
B and C of the National Register of Historic Places individually.

Staple to Inventory form at bottom
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