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Recorded by Leslie C. Abernathy _ITT 

Organization Rehnhnth Histnrir.al rnmTni s<;i nn 

Date April 1976; revised 1981 

Town Rehoboth 

Address 96 Davis St. 

Historic Name Kingsley House 

Use: Present residence 

Original residence 

DESCRIPTION: 

Date c. 1680 

Source architectural detail, deeds 

Style First Period 

Architect unknown 

Exterior wall fabric shingles 

Outbuildings see text 

Major alterations (with dates)see text 

Moved no Date 

Approx. acreage 

Setting 50 feet from road, surrounded 

by fields 

(Staple additional sheets here) 



ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE (Describe important architectural features and 
evaluate in terms of other buildings within the community.) 

The Kingsley House i s Rehoboth's s t e l l a r example of F i r s t Period domestic archi­
tecture, l i t t l e changed since the mid 19th century. 

T r a d i t i o n a l l y considered to be the oldest house i n town w i t h a probable construction 
date of ca.l680, i t f i t s w e l l into the medieval a r c h i t e c t u r a l t r a d i t i o n of mid to 
late 17th century houses i n southern New England. The east portion may have 
o r i g i n a l l y been a one-room two-story "stone ender" with a subsequent one room 

(Continued) 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE (Explain the role owners played in local or state 
history and how the building relates to the development of the community.) 

The builder of the Kingsley House appears to have been John Kingsley. He was -
among the f i r s t Rehoboth proprietors, his name appearing i n the f i r s t tax l i s t 
of 1671. His pleading account dated 1676 i s the only surviving w r i t t e n record of 
the t e r r o r and decimation brought to the f i r s t flehoboth settlement by King Philip's 
War. I t appears tha t , almost immediately, he moved east to rebuild and erected 
t h i s house i n 1677, leaving the house, lands and goods to his t h i r d wife, Mary at 
his death i n 1678 ( w i l l dated 1677). When she died i n 1678, the property then 
passed to his eldest son, Eldad Kingsley, an early s e t t l e r of both Rehoboth and 
Swansea. He i s l i s t e d as a non-resident taxpayer on the Rehoboth tax l i s t of 1671 
and two years e a r l i e r was l i s t e d as a resident of Swansea. Eldad's w i l l , dated 
August 1679, was made as a resident of Rehoboth and gives to his wife a l l lands 
and housing given to him by his father. 

The next documented owner i s Aaron Kingsley, great-grandson of John Kingsley. Records 
show him to have purchased land of Edward Thurber i n 1740. Aaron ran a sawmill on 
Rocky Run River and amassed a considerable estate i n land and goods. He was one of 
Rehoboth's wealthiest men and headed the tax l i s t s of both 1765 and 1769. At the time 
of his death i n 1785, his loans to town residents totaled four hundred f i f t y - t h r e e 
pounds twenty-four s h i l l i n g s , more than four times his taxable value i n 1769. His 
estate and land, including the sawmill, were divided amongst his wife and two daughters. 
Mention of the old and upright part of the house i n his w i l l helps date the rear e l l . 
Thre-htj-uge and~pogtipn'9»ue#-4:he.iip££tftaĝ y-Teit̂  i n the r i n ' - l r j fiflnia.lT|r Miitiil wl 'iLLjuL 
BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES (name of publication, author, date and publisher) ontmm 

This account draws heavily from a paper w r i t t e n by Stephen A. Cole i n 1978 and 
additions made to i t by George Nan Burridge i n 1980. 

lOM - 7/82 
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Architectural Significance (Continued) 

addition to the west. Framing varies s l i g h t l y , especially i n the roof, on either 
side of the chimney, as does i n t e r n a l room size (by about three feet) and front facade 
fenestration. Another i n t e r e s t i n g , though not determining factor, i s the location of 
the o r i g i n a l c e l l a r , now a half c e l l a r under the eastern portion. I f t r u l y an 
addition, the west side probably did not postdate the east side by more than a few 
decades. Definite major additions are a rear (north) lean-to added sometime before 
1785 and a nineteenth century e l l to the north end of the west side of the house. 

Architectural evidence for t h i s early construction date i s seen i n the chimney tree, 
or immense squared oak beam sixteen inches i n width and the s t a i r s . The l a t t e r 
consist of so l i d oak logs cut diagonally so that steps ten inches deep r e s u l t . They 
are fastened to halved logs or s t r i n g with large hard-headed spikes. This type of 
s t a i r construction i s t y p i c a l of the seventeenth century. 

Additional F i r s t Period elements include: chamfered summer beams, of which at least 
one has a lambs tongue stop; gunstock posts; corner wind braces; and an o r i g i n a l l y 
I all-stone chimney, l a t e r bricked above the r o o f l i n e . Blocking of fireplaces, 
addition of nineteenth century mouldings, mantels and doors, plastering over the 
str u c t u r a l elements, and enlargement of windows appear to be the only alterations 
i n the main or "upright" section of the house. The one-room deep plan remains 
unchanged, except for the installment p r i o r to ca.l869 of a di v i d i n g w a l l i n the 
second f l o o r west room. With the exception of the doors and windows, a l l these 
alterations could easily be r e c t i f i e d . One o r i g i n a l door remains leading to the 
a t t i c . The windows were probably enlarged i n the late eighteenth to early nineteenth 
century, perhaps at the time of the lean-to or e l l additions. The windows throughout 
the house are r e l a t i v e l y uniform, however, which serves as a v i s u a l l y unifying element, 
and the asjrmmetry of the f r o n t facade appears unchanged. 

A f i f t h f i replace was added to the north side of the chimney stack at the time of 
the lean-to addition. O r i g i n a l l y the lean-to probably comprised a large central 
kitchen flanked by two smaller rooms. Installment of a modern bathroom i n the 
twentieth century has probably made the kitchen smaller. Interesting eighteenth 
century features are an early corner cupboard, with recently applied d e t a i l s , found 
i n the westernmost room and two six over six windows wi t h crown glass panes. 

The e l l addition to the west of the main structure i s a single room with walled-in 
fireplace and la t e nineteenth century a r c h i t e c t ' r a l d e t a i l s . Another small room 
projecting behind (north) i s a former back entry, now a kitchen. 

This house i s one of, i f not the oldest, s t i l l standing i n Rehoboth. Certainly i t 
i s the most i n t a c t . The characteristics of asjamnetry and v e r t i c a l s i m p l i c i t y of 
form which are the hallmark of English medieval architecture are s t i l l c learly 
apparent. 

Two structures dating from the seventeenth century which remain extant i n nearby 
communities reveal a similar s t y l e and sequence of growth. These are the P h i l i p 
Walker House formerly of Rehoboth, but now i n East Providence, Rhode Island of 1679, 
and the Makes Homestead, dated ca.l664, of North Swansea. 

(Continued) 
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Architectural Significance (Continued from page 2) 

Two other major structures stand today associated with the Kingsley House. The 
most distinguished i s a handsome end opening barn northeast of the house probably 
b u i l t between 1830 and 1900. This i s the second barn on the property replacing 
one mentioned i n Aaron Kingsley's w i l l of 1786. A long nineteenth century wagon 
shed nearby contains a very early batten door with strap hinges, said to have been 
removed from the Kingsley House. Although no archaeological survey has been 
conducted, the area i n the v i c i n i t y of the house should be considered to contain 
subsurface material culture. 

H i s t o r i c a l Significance (Continued) 

The house and portions of the property remained i n the Kingsley family u n t i l at 
least the 1870s. 

The Kingsley family were active i n the lo c a l Baptist community as early as 1660. 
Construction of t h i s house i n the extreme southern part of Rehoboth represents 
a s i g n i f i c a n t early e f f o r t to avoid persecution by s e t t l i n g far removed from the 
p o l i t i c a l and r e l i g i o u s (Congregational) center of Rehoboth i n present day East 
Providence, Rhode Island (est. 1743). 

For the period and q u a l i t y of i t s a r c h i t e c t u r a l design and construction and for 
i t s assoication with a prominent early family, the Kingsley House meets c r i t e r i a 
B and C of the National Register of Hist o r i c Places i n d i v i d u a l l y . 

Staple to Inventory form at bottom 
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