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‘DE'SCRIBE.THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

{Thé*New Castle and Frenchtown Railroad originally crossed the;
‘Peninsulérfrom a ﬁharf in New Castle to a wharf at Frenchtown on the
Elk Ri§er in Maryland. Part of the original route, from the Delaware
Railroad near Porter toANew Castlé, still is in operation as part of
the Penn Central system. From Porter to Frenchtown, theEright—of-way
is abandoned fqr railroad purpqsés, although parts of it sexve - as:
country rog}is \

: Q:Much of the abandoned right-of-way survives as a trace along

\

field_boqndariés and through second-growth woods. ~ At Belltown Run,

Weéf of Delaware Route 401, a stone-arch bridge survives in good |
cohdition., Delaware Route 394, near the Maryland line, is built on
part of the roadﬁéd; At Frenchtown, the long curving roadbed to the
'Elk Rivgr survives as a county road; another portion of the roadbed
~east of Frenchtown is a private lane that connects with Route 213.

The most evident surviving portions of the railroad are in thé
val;éys'of small streams, where earth-fill embankments survive. The'
_ lqng'qausewgy across the valley of Belltown Run is the largest of:

tgese .

Like many early railroads, the New Castle and Frenchtown was built

on“Stdne sleepers that carried the strap-iron rails., This systenm
pIOVéd'ﬁnsatisfaCtory, and by the middle of the nineteenth century
' ~had been abandoned in favor of wooden ties. Stone sleepers from the

' New Castle and Frenchtown, salvaged by—-tpeal residents, may be seen

PN ght-of -way .
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During the seventeenth and eighteenth cehturies,“the
Chesapeake and Delaware drainages were the principal avenues of
settlement in the middle colonies. Although they were separated by
only a narrow isthﬁus; their political and economic histories
followed different courses. Passage across the land barrier was
tedious at best, even as late as the beginning of the nineteenfh
century. Although the portage was only five or ten miles wide
in places, shippers usually preferred to take the dangerous sea
route between the two bays.

As early as the middle of the seventeenth century, entrepreneurs
were proposing canals, turhpikes, and other internal improvements to
connect the two bays. A century and a half later, however, the
portage still involved poor roads, undependable packet connections,
and long delays. Albert Gallatig( in his 1808 repﬁrf to Congress,
recommended a series of canals that would eliminate the portages and
connect New England with the Soufh by an inland Water passage.
Gallatin's recommendations were eventually carried out, but not by
Congréés;yylhdependent companies bUilf canals,vturnpikés;‘and
railroads, heltei-skelter, along the East Coast, first to connect

major waterways, and finally to provide a single land transportation

| system,



Gibb, Hugh R. The Delaware Railroad. Unpublished M.A. Thesis,

Unlver51ty of Delaware. 1965.

Holmes, W1111am F.'r"The New Castle.and'Frenchtown Turnpike and
Railroad Company." Delaware History X(1962-1963).

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES

DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY 0 DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY
7 R OF LESS THAN TEN ACRES
CORNER LATITUDE LONGITUDE LATITUDE . LONGITUDE

Degrees Minutes Seconds | Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds | Degrees Minutes Seconds
NW 390 36' 48 » 75 o 50: 36 o ’ « 1 - o ’ S ow
NE 390 36 48~ 750 41, 14~ o - - '
se | 39°3/3% 23- | 750 41. 14
sw | 30388 23-1 750 50. 36

APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY:

ILIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES
STATE: COoDE | counTY T T CODE

Maryland I 1. 24

STATE: CODE COUNTY:

‘CODE

STATE: CODE | COUNTY: " CODE

COUNTY:

Edward F. Heite, Historic Registraf
ORGANIZATION

Division of Historical ard Cultural Affairs L August 1972

STREET AND NUMBER:

Hall of Records

CITY OR TOWN: ] - Jstate , ] ‘copE
Dover o \ Delaware ‘

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89-665), 1 hereby»homiﬂate'this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been

" evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set.
forth by the National Park -Service. The recommended
level of significance of this nomination is:

National [X] State Local [

- 2. BJ&“A " 4_.

Dr. E. Berkeley) Tomplklins

I hereby certify that this proper{y is included in the

National Régis ter.

W/?&

ATTEST:

Title _Director, Division of Historifal
and Cultural Affairs ‘Keeper Of The National Rejfster

Date. \b—‘ovz_ | :Dat;e & 7 L 7-—3
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4, OWNER OF PROPERTY N AT’ON AL
RLG]
The right of way of the Cast§ Eﬁ} town Railroad now

/

traverses properties(from west to\easijin the following ownerships:
Waclaw Lowicki, R.D.2, Elkton, Maryland 21921; Josephine McDaniel, R.D.2|,
Elkton, Maryland 21921; along the boundary between Mary Peel, R.D.2,
Elkton, Maryland 21921 and Edward Zeranski, R.D.1, Newark, Delaware 1971[;
along the boundary between Paul H. Brown, Wilmington, Delaware, and
Levin Church, Arbutus Avenue, New Castle, Delaware 19709 and Howard Payng,
R.,D.1, Newark, Delaware 19711; Marabou Meadows Subdivision(Rdbért PeopleF);
Joseph N. Reynolds, R.D.?, Newark, Delaware 19711; Ralph Jarmon, R.D.7?,
Newark, Delaware 19711; along the boundary between Jarmon and Jay Savitz|,
Box 1001, Newark, Delaware 19711; along the boundary between Jarmon and
Caravel Farms Subdivision(Robext Peoples); along the boundary between
Caravel Farms and George.Clay, Staxr Route, Middletown, Delaware 19709;
along the boundary between Clay and PWK Enterprises, Inc., Route 273,

Newark, Delaware 19711; along the boundary between PWK and Wilson Adams,

(=1

Bear, Delaware 19701; along the boundary between Clay and PWK; Engineere
Properties, Inc., DuPont and Washington Avenues, New Castle, Delaware
197203 Farmap Holding Company, Box 5026, Wilmington, Delaware 19808;
George Friedland, 123 South Broad Street,dPhiladelphia, Pennsylvania 191[9;
Elizabeth Walther, Béar, Delaware 19701; and along the boundary between
Parkway Gravel, Inc., 4048 New Castle Avenue, New Castle, Delaware 19720
and Eastern Shore Concrete Pipe Company, Inc., Porter Road, Bear,

Delaware 19701.
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While the present coastwise

a brief prosperity, only to be superseded in a few years by newer and
cheaper routes. Qﬁf New Castle and Frenchtown Railroad was one of these
ephemeral schemes.

As early as 1775, there was regular stage service between New Castl
and Frenchtown, a jolting seventeen-mile passage over‘unimproved county
roads that connected with the relatively comfortable packet boats on
the Delaware and Elk rivers. By 1811, the demand for an improved road
between the two rivers led to the construction of a short turnpike from
New Castle to Clark's Corners, a distance of about three miles. The
successful completion of this turnpike revived interxest in the proposal
for a New Castle and Frenchtown turnpike, which had been chartered in
1869 but never organized. Delaware and Maryland rechartered the New
Castle and Frenchtown company in 1813, and by 1816 it had built a
fifteen-mile road from Clark's Corners to Frenchtown. Until the
Chesapeake and Delaware Canal was opened in 1829, the turnpike from
New Castle to Frenchtown was the principal route over the portage. The
success of the Frenchtown route encouraged the Elkton and Christiana
Turnpike Company, which built a competitive road to connect the head of
Elk River with the head of the Christina. This competition hurt the
Frenchtown company, which was dependent almost entirely upon the

transpeninsular stages operated by the Union Line of steamboats,

W
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General Assembly levied a tax\gh;them ﬁo,sﬁppbrt the proposed college

at Newark, denounced as "a smalliviiiage in an obscure corner of this
state, where it is impossible it can ever flourish.'" The tax was
repealed the following year.

By 1827, it had become apparent that the canal across the isthmus
would be completed, and would siphon away the stage traffic that
supported the Frenchtown road. The turnpike management began to
investigate the prospect of building a railroad; a few miles to the
north, citizens of Wilmington proposed to build a rail line from that
city to Elkton. The Wilmington interests got their Maryland charter,
and a few months later the Frenchtown company obtained permission to
expand its own operations to include a railroad in Cecil County. When

the Delaware legislature met in 1829, it failed to charter the Wilmingto

road, but passed acts that permitted the New Castle and Frenchtown turnpf

companieg to build railroads. By March 1830, the two compdnies had rais
enough new ecapital to permit them to build railroads. The next month,
the short New Castle Turnpike was merged into the New;Castle and
Frenchtown Turnpike and Railroad Company. The chief engineer was John
Randel, Jr., who had designed the C&D Canal, but had no experience with
railroads. Randel laid out a route, a few hundred yards south of the
turnpike, which was under construction by July.

On February 28, 1832 the railroad opened for passenger service, usi

horse-drawn carriages because its temporary rails were too light for
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locomotives. By September 10, English-built steam locomotives were:
operating on an improved roadbed. During the following year, the
railroad absorbed the Steam Navigation Company, which operated packet
boats to the line's termini. A competing steam packet line, operating
through the canal, forced the railroad to charge unreasonably low fares
that weakened its financial structure. By 1834, however, the competitio
had been put out of business, and the railroad enjoyed a monopoly on the
passenger-carrying trade that lasted until 1837, when a new railroad
network between Philadelphia and Baltimore was completed. The New Castl
and Frenchtown tried to compete with the new line until 1843, when it
became a subsidiary of the Philadelphia, Wilmington and Baltimore
Railroad. A spur to Wilmington, chartered as the New Castle and
Wilmington Railroad, was completed in 1852. 1In 1855, the Delaware Railr
built a connection with the New Castle and Frenchtown east of Glasgow.

The line west of the junction, subject of this nomination, was

abandoned after was discontinued.
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