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mills between 1879 and 1882, and the 15-foot Methuen Company Dam (1870-
1880), which appears to be approximately 30 feet south of an earlier
dam (1870;24). The Merrimack'Mills were established in former Methuen
Company buildings along Osgood Street in the 1890s. The original
frame buildings were bricked over in 1921 (ca. 1890; 23A).

A variety of housing was built west of the mills to house Methuen Company
workers, but little i f any appears to have been company-owned. 30 River
Street (1865;26) was owned by David Nevins, and may have housed supervisors
or managers at the mill. The building is .distinguished by an ogee-arch
window in the front gable; an octagonal bay with mullioned windows and a
bracketed porch may be later additions to the clapboard-clad building.

The Town Hall (1853;21) was built of red brick in 1853 after designs by

H. D. Clement, who was paid $30 for his plan. An overscaled glazed fan-
light lights the center bay of the front facade; a triangular light is

set into the rear facade. The corbelled cornice of the pitched roof
building is the prominent decorative feature. A full basement is executed
in rough-cut granite. An excellent view of the Spicket River dam. and falls,
and the Methuen Mill Complex is seen from the rear of this building,
currently a parking lot. The Town of Methuen built the Renaissance
Revival style Central Fire Station in 1899. The two-story, flat-roofed
brick building designed by Lawrence architect John Ashton has a tall
Tuscan hose-drying tower. This building replaced an earlier fire
station on the same site (1899;29).

By mid-century, a number of hotels and stores were constructed along
the 1804-1806 turnpike, now Broadway. The Exchange Hotel, now the Masonic
Temple, occupies the site of a ca. 1807 building whidh served as a
hostelry along the stage route (1851-1906;19). Destroyed in an 1849
fire, it was rebuilt to its present eclectic exterior. Across Osgood
Street, the Turnpike, built ca. 1865 as a store and hotel, retains its
glazed, shingled monitor atop the original mansard roof (1865;20). A
handsome frame Greek Revival style store known as Castle's has been
razed, but other pitched-roof commercial structures from the 1850s and
1860s survive, including the "1859 House" which was previously owned by
the Methuen Mill Company (1859;17).

The granite trimmed Oddfellow's Hall (1904;18), built ca. 1904, was the
last major building in the commercial district of Methuen. Of Renaissance
Revival design, the central pavilion contains arcaded windows, and a pedi-
mented gable with a prominent Palladian window. The red brick building
rests on a full basement of granite.
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The one-and-one-half-Story granite-trimmed brick railroad station was
built 1 n1909 with donations of local philanthropist Edward Searles
(1909;27). The building replaced an earlier station of frame
construction. Although thebuilding suffers fromneglect, many of the
original features areintact, including thelong attached train-waiting
sheds. The Boston and Maine Railroad provided passenger and freight
services.

The ar e approximately 30 buildings i nthedistrict, including 9
intrusions. The impact-of intrusions i seenerally mnimzed o
by small scale. Most arenew structures or neavily altered earlier buildings
such as theearly 19thcentury structure on Osgood Street (J) which
retains i ts6/6 double hung sash. There areexcellent views of the
river and falls from t he Broadway/ Osgood intersection and fromt he

Lowel | Street bridge over themill pond and dam The Met huen Mills
conplex, with itsrelatively imalteredhbuildings (1826-1890) and

undi sturbed setting, i si na remarkable state of preservation.

Revitalization plans for this area call for new devel opment and
renovation of existing buildings. | nnew devel opnent plans, thescenic
features of theriver at thetown center should be preserved. Views of
the falls from Osgood Street and t helLowel | Bridge should not be
obstructed. The vacant | ot behind theTown Hall should be left open or
only partially built topreserve that area's key view. New building
he|Phts should respect theexisting one- tofour-storv scale of historic
bui l'dings, and theexcellent view of theMerrimack River Valley provided
by thesteep ridge above t hecomercial district.
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H STCRI C NAME

Contributing Buildings

121-4 17 1859 House 12 Hanpshire Street
122-19 18 Oddf el | ows Bui | di ngs 7 Hampshire Street
121-3 n/ a Store 6 Hanpshire Street
55- 6 19 ' .. Exchange Hotel S -y 275 Br oadway AN
54-1 20 The Turnpi ke , 271 Broadway ' '- -
121-1 21 Od Town Hall A 290 Broadway
54-2 22 Corliss Building Gsgood Street
121-19 23 Met huen Mills 47-55 Gsgood Street
' - - _ M | I A _Z ! . e-lee '.y"Hi'f"y.
| 1 = 11
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120-24A  23A Merrimac Mills g 50 Gsgood Street
120-26D  23B Merrimac Mills River_Street
N N

121-20 23C Met huen Mills - jute mill Gsgood Street, north

side of river
n/ a 24 Spicket River Falls Dam Spicket River, southof

Lowel | Street, north of

Gsgood Street

DATE

1859 \Y4
ca. 1904
ca. 1880
1851/ 1906
1865
1853;

1860

cal 1826- 27

ca.:lqllb

Ra. 1882

ca. 1890s/
1920/ 1940

ca. 1890

ca. 1890

1870- 1880

STYLE

[talianate

Renai ssance Reviva

[talianate

Georgi an Reviva

Second Enpire

G eek Revival

[talianate

industrial
industria
industria

industrial

industrial

industrial

vernacul ar
vernacul ar
ver nacul ar

vernacul ar

vernacul ar

vernacul ar
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121-9
121-31

121-33

121-27
121-17

55-3A

Vacant
121-18

121-1
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25
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27"

28

29

53
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H STOR C NAME ADRESS DATE
Met huen Mills - spinning mill Rear, 34 Hanpshire Street ca. 1840
House 30 River Street ca. 1865
Met huen Railroad Station 10 River Street 1909
(Bost on and Mai ne) V.
Met huen Mill Storehouse 66 OCsgood Street - 1840- 50
Central Fire Station 24 Lowel| Street 1899 /
Edwar d Sear | es Guest house 5 Pl easant Street 1900
(Red Tavern) Yy Yy
BeUN\ALAL e ! . vey 7 e
oo jis;;0i3d Titreet Gsgood  Street

. 2dO Hroaa\;ay - roar Block 121, Lo®90 Broadway-rear Block 121, Lot 1

Intrusions (marked in red onattached nap)

122-20
121-2
121-3
121- 23
121- 26A
121-29
121-28
121-17

121-30

n/ a
n/ a
n/ a
n/ a
n/ a
n/ a
nl a
n/ a
n/ a

T
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A
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1
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STYLE
industrial vernacul ar
[talianate

Queen Anne

G eek Revival j, ..
Renai ssance Revival

Jacobet han
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e resubmission

e nomination by person or locai government
UJ owner objection

e appeal

Substantive Review: e sample e request

Reviewer's comments:

Nomination returned for: I

1. Name

2. Location

3. Classification

Category Ownership

Public Acquisition
4. Owner of Property

5. Location of Legal Description

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

Has this property been determined eligible? * yes

7. Description

Condition

excellent | | deteriorated
UJ good I Iruins
e fair I I unexposed

CH appeal

technical corrections cited below
substantive reasons discussed below

Status
Accessible

Check one
unaltered
altered

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

e summary paragraph
CH completeness

« clarity "H> - - - -
« alterations/integrity
| ldates

| I boundary selection N

Working No. _ OEC - 71983
Fed. Reg. Date:
Date Due: / Aozt
Action: ApCEPT
_MuRETURN ¢
REJECT

Federal Agency:

im NR decision

Recom./Criteria.
Reviewer
Discipline
Date
see continuation sheet

Present Use

Check one
original site

moved date.
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8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify Iselow

Specific dates Builder/Architect
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

Cl] summary paragraph (kif¥-ryy.yy
CH completeness

CH clarity Q! eV o ,
CH applicable criteria . .
CH justification of areas checked bl
CH relating significance to the resource

CH context "N e Ly L

CH relationship of integrity to significance

CH justification of exception

CH other

9. Major Bibliographical References

Z"0O. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property
Quadrangle name
References /v/. <

Verbal boundary description and justification

11. Form Prepared By

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

national state local
State Historic Preservation Officer signature o
y-jii.

title date

13. Other
CH Maps

CH Photographs
CH Other

Questions concerning this nominatit‘/ ed to.

Signed k Date Phone:.

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet
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Attest
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. District National Hegigter
Attest
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Attest
39. Tenny Castle Gatehouse &ii*r«fi % "Ntegper . M]ij6-"M<Lt-VAWV y N KA
Attest
Gl 40. Turnpike House gubstantlVft  Hovliew Keeper NINYANA /Lt>/*9

Attest
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8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

Specific dates Builder/Architect
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UJ completeness NN eOp
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CH other

9. Major Bibliographical References
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Quadrangle name
UTM References
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*loe-se-'y-!

o>
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13. Other
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e Other
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