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HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE (CONTINUED) ' : / ' 

m i l l s between 1879 and 1882, and the 1 5 - f o o t Methuen Company Dam (1870-
1880), which appears to be approx imate ly 30 f e e t south o f an e a r l i e r 
dam (1870;24) . The M e r r i m a c k ' M i l l s were e s t a b l i s h e d i n former Methuen 
Company b u i l d i n g s a long Osgood S t r e e t i n the 1890s. The o r i g i n a l 
frame b u i l d i n g s were b r i c k e d over i n 1921 (ca . 1890; 23A). 

A v a r i e t y o f housing was b u i l t west o f the m i l l s to house Methuen Company 
worke r s , bu t l i t t l e i f any appears to have been company-owned. 30 R ive r 
S t r e e t (1865;26) was owned by David Nevins , and may have housed superv i so rs 
o r managers a t the m i l l . The b u i l d i n g i s . d i s t i n g u i s h e d by an ogee-arch 
window i n the f r o n t gable ; an oc tagonal bay w i t h m u l l i o n e d windows and a 
b racke ted porch may be l a t e r a d d i t i o n s to the c l apboa rd -c l ad b u i l d i n g . 

The Town H a l l (1853;21) was b u i l t o f r e d b r i c k i n 1853 a f t e r designs by 
H. D. Clement, who was p a i d $30 f o r h i s p l a n . An oversca led glazed f a n ­
l i g h t l i g h t s the center bay o f the f r o n t facade; a t r i a n g u l a r l i g h t i s 
set i n t o the rear facade . The c o r b e l l e d co rn ice o f the p i t c h e d r o o f 
b u i l d i n g i s the prominent decora t ive f e a t u r e . A f u l l basement i s executed 
i n rough-cu t g r a n i t e . An e x c e l l e n t v iew o f the Spicke t River dam. and f a l l s , 
and the Methuen M i l l Complex i s seen f r o m the r ea r o f t h i s b u i l d i n g , 
c u r r e n t l y a p a r k i n g l o t . The Town o f Methuen b u i l t the Renaissance 
R e v i v a l s t y l e C e n t r a l F i r e S t a t i o n i n 1899. The t w o - s t o r y , f l a t - r o o f e d 
b r i c k b u i l d i n g designed by Lawrence a r c h i t e c t John Ashton has a t a l l 
Tuscan hose -d ry ing tower . This b u i l d i n g r ep l aced an e a r l i e r f i r e 
s t a t i o n on the same s i t e (1899;29) . ' 

By m i d - c e n t u r y , a number o f h o t e l s and s to res were cons t ruc ted a long 
the 1804-1806 t u r n p i k e , now Broadway. The Exchange H o t e l , now the Masonic 
Temple, occupies the s i t e o f a ca. 1807 b u i l d i n g whidh served as a 
h o s t e l r y along the stage rou t e (1851-1906;19) . Destroyed i n an 1849 
f i r e , i t was r e b u i l t to i t s present e c l e c t i c e x t e r i o r . Across Osgood 
S t r e e t , the T u r n p i k e , b u i l t ca. 1865 as a s t o r e and h o t e l , r e t a i n s i t s 
g lazed , s h i n g l e d mon i to r atop the o r i g i n a l mansard r o o f (1865;20) . A 
handsome frame Greek R e v i v a l s t y l e s to re known as Cas t l e ' s has been 
razed , bu t o t h e r p i t c h e d - r o o f commercial s t r u c t u r e s f rom the 1850s and 
1860s s u r v i v e , i n c l u d i n g the "1859 House" which was p r e v i o u s l y owned by 
the Methuen M i l l Company (1859;17) . 

The g r a n i t e trimmed O d d f e l l o w ' s H a l l (1904 ;18) , b u i l t ca. 1904, was the 
l a s t major b u i l d i n g i n the commercial d i s t r i c t o f Methuen. Of Renaissance 
R e v i v a l des ign , the c e n t r a l p a v i l i o n conta ins arcaded windows, and a p e d i ­
mented gable w i t h a prominent P a l l a d i a n window. The r ed b r i c k b u i l d i n g 
r e s t s on a f u l l basement o f g r a n i t e . 

(CONTINUED) - ''- '... 

S t a p l e t o I n v e n t o r y fo rm at bo t tom * 
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HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE (CONTINUED) page 2 v> • a .v̂, A ..-. 

The one-and-one-half-Story granite-trimmed br i c k r a i l r o a d s t a t i o n was 
b u i l t i n 1909 with donations of l o c a l p h i l a n t h r o p i s t Edward Searles 
(1909;27). The bu i l d i n g replaced an e a r l i e r s t a t i o n of frame 
construction. Although the bu i l d i n g suffers from neglect, many of the 
o r i g i n a l features are i n t a c t , including the long attached t r a i n - w a i t i n g 
sheds. The Boston and Maine Railroad provided passenger and f r e i g h t 
services. 
The are approximately 30 buildings i n the d i s t r i c t , including 9 
intrusions. The impact-of intrusions i s eenerally minimized 
by small scale. Most are new structures or neavily altered e a r l i e r buildings 
such as the early 19th century structure on Osgood Street (J) which 
retains i t s 6/6 double hung sash. There are excellent views of the 
r i v e r and f a l l s from the Broadway/Osgood intersection and from the 
Lowell Street bridge over the m i l l pond and dam. The Methuen M i l l s 
complex, w i t h i t s r e l a t i v e l y imaltered buildings (1826-1890) and 
undisturbed s e t t i n g , i s i n a remarkable state of preservation. 

R e v i t a l i z a t i o n plans f o r t h i s area c a l l f o r new development and 
renovation of e x i s t i n g buildings. I n new development plans, the scenic 
features of the r i v e r at the town center should be preserved. Views of 
the f a l l s from Osgood Street and the Lowell Bridge should not be 
obstructed. The vacant l o t behind the Town Hall should be l e f t open or 
only p a r t i a l l y b u i l t to preserve that area's key view. New bu i l d i n g 
heights should respect the e x i s t i n g one- to four-storv scale of h i s t o r i c 
buildings, and the excellent view of the Merrimack River Valley provided 
by the steep ridge above the commercial d i s t r i c t . 
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METHUEN, 
SPICKET FALLS 

DISTRICT 

MASSACHUSETTS 
HISTORIC DISTRICT 
DATA SHEET 

' f . . . 

BLfX:K/ 
LOT 

INVENTORY 
NUMBER HISTORIC NAME ADDRESS DATE STYLE 

Contributing Buildings • - ''-y.; y:. 

121-4 17 1859 House 12 Hampshire Street 1859 . V It a l i a n a t e 

122-19 18 Oddfellows Buildings 7 Hampshire Street ca. 1904 Renaissance Revival 

121-3 n/a Store 6 Hampshire Street • ca. 1880 Ita l i a n a t e 

55-6 19 ' •.. Exchange Hotel - r- • y. 275 Broadway A .^'*' 1851/1906 Georgian Revival 

54-1 20 The Turnpike 
, '• " i. - 'y 

271 Broadway ' '- - 1865 Second Empire 

121-1 21 Old Town Hall A . 290 Broadway 1853 ; Greek Revival 

54-2 22 Corliss Building Osgood Street 1860 It a l i a n a t e 

121-19 23 . Methuen M i l l s 47-55 Osgood Street 

' -. - -- Mill A -Z 

- -. '- :- ' ' .'• 
' . •-.'•• -. y- 'Hi'f'-y . 

ca. 1826-27 i n d u s t r i a l vernacular ,̂  

- - M i l l B V y yy. -I ..- • ca. 1870 ind u s t r i a l vernacular 

' - -- M i l l C 

: .• 
ca. 1882 ind u s t r i a l vernacular-mansard 

120-24A 23A Merrimac M i l l s 50 Osgood Street ca.1890s/ 
1920/1940 

i n d u s t r i a l vernacular 

120-26D 23B Merrimac M i l l s River Street ca. 1890 ind u s t r i a l vernacular 

121-20 23C Methuen M i l l s - ju t e m i l l Osgood Street, north ca. 1890 ind u s t r i a l vernacular 
side of r i v e r 

n/a 24 Spicket River Falls Dam Spicket River, south of 
Lowell Street, north of 
Osgood Street 

1870-1880 



METHUEN, 
SPICKET FALLS 

DISTRICT 

MASSACHUSETTS 
HISTORIC DISTRICT 
DATA SHEET 

Page 2 of 2^ • \ • 

B!.(X;K/ 

LOT 
INVENTORY 
NUMBER HISTORIC NAME ADDRESS DATE STYLE 

121-9 25 Methuen M i l l s - spinning m i l l Rear, 34 Hampshire Street ca. 1840 ind u s t r i a l vernacular 

121-31 26 House 30 River Street ca. 1865 Ita l i a n a t e 

121-33 27 " Methuen Railroad Station 
(Boston and Maine) v. 

10 River Street 1909 Queen Anne 

121-27 28 Methuen M i l l Storehouse 66 Osgood Street - 1840-50 Greek Revival j , . . 

121-17 29 Central Fire Station 24 Lowell Street 1899 / Renaissance Revival 

55-3A 53 Edward Searles Guesthouse 
(Red Tavern) y y 

5 Pleasant Street 1900 Jacobethan 

Vacant Lots -'• :-''' ' '\.̂ -.A-'-- - • ' . - • • y Z •-

121-18 VI • •- iis;:oi3d Titreet Osgood Street 

- • • • • •'•••••• 121-1 V2 . 2dO H;roaa\;ay - roar Block 121, Lot 290 Broadway-rear Block 121, Lot 1 

Intrusions (marked i n red on attached map) 

122-20 n/a A • i: -•'' ' - ; -

121-2 n/a A • -, • " -' - ^ 

121-3 n/ a 0 y 

121-23 n/ a 1 

121-26A n/a • I 

121-29 n/a P 

121-28 n/a '€•_ 121-17 n/a H 

121-30 n/a 
•T-'' 

y^-r y \ .. A 
- ' i.' ^̂.J , . •' • • • •'.* .T\ 





f 
WASG Form - 177 

• <"R" June 1984) 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET 

Spicket Fans Historic District (Methuen MRA) 
Essex County 
MASSACHUSETTS 

• resubmission 
• nomination by person or locai government 
UJ owner objection 
• appeal 

Substantive Review: • sample • request CH appeal 

DEC - 7 1983 Working No. _ 
Fed. Reg. Date: 
Date Due: / ^ - z / " ^ / / 
Action: ApCEPT 

_^:::::RETURN c 
REJECT 

Federal Agency: 

im NR decision 

Reviewer's comments: 

i 

Recom./Criteria. 
Reviewer 
Discipline 
Date 

see continuation sheet 

Nomination returned for: technical corrections cited below 
substantive reasons discussed below 

1. Name 

2. Location 

3. Classification 

Category Ownership 
Public Acquisition 

Status 
Accessible 

Present Use 

4. Owner of Property 

5. Location of Legal Description 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

Has this property been determined eligible? • yes • no 

7. Description 

Condition 

excellent 

UJ good 

• fair 

I I deteriorated 

I I ruins 

I I unexposed 

Check one 

unaltered 

altered 

Check one 

original site 

moved date. 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

• summary paragraph ' 
CH completeness 
• clarity '"H> - •; ;j - . - : -
• alterations/integrity 
I I dates 
I I boundary selection .̂  v. : isir;-" -. 

'. '•• •• R0-7U-. 



8. Significance 

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify Iselow 

Specific dates Builder/Architect 
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

CI] summary paragraph • 
CH completeness 
CH clarity «Jy> ! • V .; , 
CH applicable criteria ., . . 
CH justification of areas checked >̂  ,. 
CH relating significance to the resource 
CH context "i^ • ..y- . * 
CH relationship of integrity to significance 
CH justification of exception 
CH other 

(kj{'¥-:'ryy,yy 

, ^ r 

9. Major Bibliographical References 

Z^O. Geographical Data 

Acreage of nominated property 
Quadrangle name 

References / v / . < 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

11. Form Prepared By 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

national state local 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

title date 

y - j i i . 

13. Other 

CH Maps 
CH Photographs 
CH Other • •!-̂  Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to . 

Signed k Date Phone:. 

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet 



NPS Fonn 10-tOO-a 
(7-81) 

'1 in. imp 
United States Department off the Interior 
National Park Service ^ For NPS UM only 

National Register of Historic P l a c e s / V?/^^ 
I nven to ry—Nomina t i on Form dateentered 

Continuation sheet Item number Page y 

7 \ 

Multiple Resource Area 
, Thematic Group 

Name Methuen M u l t i p l e Resource Area 
State Essex County, Massachusetts 

Nomination/Type of Review Date/Signature 

31. Old Town Farm , . Snf•rat f f l ^ • "^Keeper yy^ZA-^.^-<i^J^yf^>^ ^/j^Z/y 
JJattloQa.1 legi«tOT 

Attest 

32. Park Lodge il»ii«r«dL x.u Si,^ fKeepev yZ4yi<'-'i'^--''--y^^^ A / / * / 

Attest 

33. Perkins, Joseph, House liic«r«d la tke yfeeper /7<^^^^'-^-t,/<j^^^w^ Z ^ ^ Z 
HMjUml Eegleter ^ ' ^ - ^ 

Attest 

34. Pine Lodge Substantiva Kevisi ; , Keeper y 

Attest 
-y •' ' •-. -•!^ . . I ' 

35. Searles High School li* 1.^ J^eper r / ^ ^ Z 

Attest 

36. Simpson, James E., House Jateriid In tLa / ^ ^ p e r y Z . l d y u - ^ ^ S ' ^ ^ -A/^^ 

Attest 

37. Spicket Falls Historic Eatered In the -jflCeeper /Qj^^t^^^.^..^,./^^^ CfiZ^'>/fS 
• D i s t r i c t National Hegigter 

Attest 

38. Swan, Asie, House ' 5^, ^ ^^e / ^ ^ e r Z)i^U-^^-<--/S<-:rCc^^Z^/iZ 
National B^giiRtiif. ^ ^ 

Attest 

39. Tenny Castle Gatehouse &ii*r«fi % "^Iteeper . ^^]ij6-^M^<L.t-V^:^v^ y ^ / k ^ 

Attest 

G1 40. Turnpike House gubstantlVft Hovlew Keeper ^y/l^yA^<^ /Lt>/*9 

Attest 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET 

Spicket Fal ls H i s to r i c D i s t r i c t (Methuen MRA) 
Essex County .,v., 
MASSACHUSETTS , . ' C • • ' " 

Worl<ing No. ^ 7 / f 7 

CH' resubmission 

CH nomination by person or local government 

CH owner objection 

UJ appeal ' . ' 

Substantive Review: CH sample CH request 

Fed. Reg. Date: 

Date Due: 

Act ion : 

5. > y ^ 5^5" 

Entered in the 
Hational BegiBter 

_RETURN 
_ REJECT 

:EPt t^/ri^oA 
n i D M ' 

Federal Agency: 

• appeal CH NR decision 

Reviewer's comments: 

Recom./Critei 
Reviewer 
DLsriplinfi 

see continuation sheet 

Nomination returned for: .technical corrections cited below 

.substantive reasons discussed below 

1. Name 

2. Location 

3. Classification 

Category Ownership 
Public Acquisition 

Status 
Accessi ble 

Present Use 

4. Owner of Property 

5. Location of Legal Description 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

Has this property been determined eligible? CH yes • no 

7. Description 

Condition 

excellent 

CH good 

CH fair 

I I deteriorated 

I I ruins 

CH unexposed 

Check one 

unaltered 

altered 

Check one 

• original site 

moved date. 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

CH summary paragraph 
CH completeness 

CH clarity . ... ' / • 
CH alterations/integrity - L ' a i . . i . . 

CH dates . ' > • J 
CH boundary selection 

... 

...;..i..*.Sfcv. 



8. Significance 

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below 

Specific dates Builder/Architect 
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 'if!'*' 

• summary paragraph 
UJ completeness ^ ^ • % 
CH clarity 
CH applicable criteria 
CH justification of areas checked 
CH relating significance to the resource 
CH context ..\ 
CH relationship of integrity to significance 
CH justification of exception 
CH other 

'yyyyy^A^-....-

*''••-••-:'y-' ' ^ r \ . . 

9. Major Bibliographical References 

10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of nominated property 
Quadrangle name 
UTM References 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

- .. - . 
: •y.yjf...'''^-yy:.. 

11. Form Prepared By 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

•.-> .... 

national state local 'A' y. -:. v 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 
y - y..^" y; • ^'-•:--• "•'i - • .*»''- •• - y. : 

--..-^ '-yy r-- y m yy'' y ' 

title dMl 

. •- - - " 13. Other 

CH Maps 
CH Photographs 
• Other 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to . 

Signed. Date Phone:-

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet 
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Please refer to the map in the 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet 

for this property 

• iZ-' ^y. 

•I '^' 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000284 
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