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The cast iron Traer Winding Stairway twists its way from the outer edge of the
street sidewalk up and over to the second story entrances of a brick commercial
building. The resulting T-shape catwalk that extends from the top stair across

to two second story doorways is made of cast iron and has a wood floor. Aside
from the ornamental iron brackets, tha may have been added at a later time, the
few "turner posts" in the bannister and the graceful curve of the staircase itself,
the structure is quite functional in appearance.

The stairway was stabilized and remodeled somewhat several years ago. The
building to which it is attached (included in this nomination), the Star-Clipper-
Canfield Building, was constructed in 1894 and served as a newspaper office until
1953 when it was converted into a store. It is brick building with a stamped
metal cornice, and now houses a doctor's office and a hobby shop on the first
floor, with the plans being to convert the second floor into a museum.
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The Traer Winding Stairway is believed to be the only uncovered outside winding
stairway leading to a second story office in the U. S. Once featured on a U. S.
commemorative stamp, the stairway has stood next to the 1888 Star-Clipper Newspaper
block (including the Canfield Building) since that office building was rebuilt in
1894.

E. E. Taylor, from Traer, designed the stairs to accomodate the narrow proportions
of the building to which it is attached. Apparently there was no space ogkgbe
interior of the building for a stairway. Built by the Burlington Iron Wo in

Burlington, Iowa, this stairway is being restored by the Traer Chamber of Commerce.

Much admired by the citizens of Traer, it is the meeting place for periodic
rituals in its honor. One noted person associated with the structure is James
W. (Tama Jim) Wilson, the Star-Clipper's first farm editor and Secretary of
Agriculture under Presidents McKinley, T. Roosevelt and Taft.
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Those Were The Days 1873-1973, Traer Centgnnia] Book ,

Conversation with Harry Taylor of the Traer Star-Clipper, son of E. E. Taylor
designer of the stairway.
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